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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North 
America,  convened  in  the  Oity  of  New-York,  on  Wednesday 
the  seventh  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -seven.  The  Session  continued  from 
the  seventh  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Strong,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a 
sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  Psalm 
xlviii.  12,  13,  14.  "  Walk  about  Zion  and  go  round  about  her : 
tell  the  towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider 
her  palaces  ;  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  following. 
For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  ;  he  will  be  our 
guide  even  unto  death." 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members  present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New.  York. 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D., 
James  Brownlee. 
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Elders,  Samuel  Allen,*  Lawrence  V.  De  Forest,  Thomas  Lip- 
pincott. 

2.   From  the  South  Classis  of  New.  York. 

Rev.  John  E.  Miller,  Stephen  H.  Meeker,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.D. 
Elders,  Beekman  M.  Van  Beuren,  Cornelius  Van  Cott,  and  Wil- 
liam R.  Thompson. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  Peter  S.  Williamson,  Isaac  M.  Fisher. 
Elders,  Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh,f  Thomas  Talmadge,  Corne- 
lius Latouret. 

4.    From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  A.  Meyers,  Ira  C.  Boice,  and  Philip  Duryea,  D.D. 
Elders,  Peter  Sip,  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  William  C.  Vreeland4 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  W7ilhelmus  Eltinge,  John  Manley,  and  Benjamin  Van  Keu- 
ren.  * 

Elders,  Maurice  Hoyt,f  John  N.  Hopper,  and  William  Sickles. 

0.   From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  William  H.  Campbell,  Garret  I.  Gar. 
retson. 

Elders,  John  Skillman,  Simon  Cortelyou,  Isaac  Rapalje. 

7.    From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Jacob  R.  Van  Arsdalen,  Peter  Labagh.§ 
Elder,  Robert  S.  Clark. 

*   Succeeded  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session  by  Jacob  Westervelt,  the  se- 
cundus. 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
X  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
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8.    From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Abraham  Polhemus,  Francis  M.  Kip,  and  J.  W.  Hongen. 
Elders,  J.  H.  Rosa,  John  Haver,  Jr. 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OP   ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilyea,  Isaac  N.  WyckofF,  and  Edwin 
Holmes. 

Elders,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,*  Charles  A.  Keeler,  John  R. 
Bleecker.f 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Ammerman4  John  Lillie,  and  William  Brush.§ 
Elders,  Severyn  Bruyn,||  Conrad  Brodhead.tf 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  Christopher  Hunt,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  E.  P.  Stimson. 
Elders,  John  C.  Barringer,**  Isaac  Hutton,  and  John  Link.** 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.  E.  M.  May,  William  Pitcher,  Benjamin  Van  Zandt. 
Elders,  Tunis  Swart,  Nathan  Collins. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  Jacob  D.  Fonda,J  James  Stevenson. 

Elders,  *         *         * 

♦  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session  in  consequence  of 
indisposition. 
t  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
5T  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
**  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
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6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Bassler,  R.  D.  Van  Kleek,  John  B.  Steele.* 
Elders,  Jacob  Kneiskern.* 

7.    From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  A.  B.   Chittenden,  Thomas  Frazer,  and  Cornelius  Bogar- 
dus.-J- 

Eider,  Cornelius  Hageman4 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  A.  M.  Mann,  Robert  Kirkwood.§ 

Elder,  N.  Richtmire. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee,  John  H.  Bevier. 
Elder,  Thomas  Clark. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  James  Romeyn,  T.  B.  Gregory,  and  Jefferson  Wynkoop.* 
Elder,  David  G.  Abeel. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff  was  chosen  President. 
The  Rev.  James  Romeyn  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  Christopher  Hunt  and  Garret  I.  Garretson 
were  chosen  Clerks,  fro  tern. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Joshua  Boyd,  the  primariue,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
X  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  scat  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
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ARTICLE    IV. 

Reading  of  the  Minutes. 
The  Minutes  of  the  last  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Synod  were 


read. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 

These  were  read. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Standing  Committees. 
The  following  were  appointed. 

On  the  Professorate.-Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  P.,  Robert 
P.  Lee,  and  James  Romeyn ;  and  the  Elders,  Isaac  Hutton,  and 
Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh. 

On  Synodical  Minutes.-Kev.  James  Murphy,  E.  P.  Stimson, 
and  James  Stevenson  ;  and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Clark,  and  Nathan 
Collins. 

On  MUsions.-Kev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Stephen  H.  Meeker, 
and  John  H.  Bevier ;  and  the  Elders,  John  C.  Barringer,  and  Peter 
Sip. 

On  the  State  of  Religion.-Hev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilyea,  Ed- 
win Holmes,  and  A.  H.  Myers;  and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Ltppm. 
cott,  and  John  N.  Hopper. 

On  Overtures.-^.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  A.  B.  Chittenden, 
and  Jacob  D.  Fonda;  and  the  Elders,  John  Skillman,  and  Isaac 
Rapalje. 
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On  Accounts. — Rev.  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  William  Pitcher,  and 
Benjamin  Van  Zandt  ;  and  the  Elders,  David  G.  Abeel,  and  Tho- 
mas Clark. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  E.  H.  May, 
and  A.  M.  Mann  ;  and  the  Elders,  Samuel  Allen,  and  Cornelius 
Van  Cott. 

On  Education.— Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  Francis  M. 
Kip,  and  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck  ;  and  the  Elders,  Lawrence  V. 
De  Forest,  and  Beekman  M.  Van  Beuren. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Communications. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  re- 
commending David  Leroy  as  a  suitable  person  to  receive  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  studies  for  the  gospel  ministry  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D., 
Garret  I.  Garretson,  and  the  Elder  William  R.  Thompson. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church. 

In  a  Codicil  to  the  Will  of  my  father,  Gerard  Beekman,  who 
died  in  July,  1833,  there  is  a  legacy  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in  the 
words  following — "  I  do  will  and  direct  that  the  same  sum  (five 
hundred  dollars,)  shall  be  applied  by  my  executors,  in  such  manner 
as  they  may  see  fit,  to  aid  in  the  formation  or  establishment  of  Sun- 
day  schools  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  in  connexion  with  or 
under  the  control,  direction,  or  superintendence,  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  ;  the  same  to  be 
paid  without  interest,  and  at  such  times,  and  in  such  proportions, 
and  to  such  persons,  as  my  said  executors  may  see  fit." 

There  being  no  agency  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  nor  any  other  channel  through  which  the  above 
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legacy  could  reach  the  objects  of  it,  in  the  manner  intended  by  the 
testator,  at  the  time  of  the  final  settlement  of  his  estate,  his  execu- 
tors were  forced  to  retain  the  money  in  their  hands.  In  December, 
1836,  when  they  resigned  their  trusts,  I  became  responsible  to  them 
for  the  proper  payment  of  it,  and  no  suitable  opportunity  of  dis- 
charging that  duty  having  yet  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  now  re- 
spectfully ask  the  direction  of  Synod  as  to  the  proper  disposal  of 
the  bequest. 

JAMES  W.  BEEKMAN. 
New-York,  June  5, 1837. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  Mr. 
James  W.  Beekman,  report — 

The  clause  of  the  will  of  Mr.  G.  Beekman,  bequeathing  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  stipulates  that  "  the  same  shall  be  applied  by  the  ex- 
ecutors in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  see  fit,  to  aid  in  the  forma- 
tion or  establishment  of  Sunday  schools,  in  the  Valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  connexion  with,  or  under  the  control,  direction,  or 
superintendence  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church."  Your  committee  recommend  that  Mr.  Beekman 
be  advised  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  General  Synod,  to  be  set  apart  by  the  said  Board  for  the 
specific  object  mentioned  by  the  testator. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That,  the  committee  wait  on  Mr.  Beekman  and  inform 
him  of  the  above  decision  of  the  Synod. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  confer 
with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Communication  from  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College. 
(See  article  xiii.) 

To  the  Rev.  General  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
convened  in  the  city  of  New- York,  in  June,  A.  D.  1837. 
Vol.  V.  2 
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Your  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  annual  session,  in  Albany, 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  the  honorable  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  on  the  subject  of  relieving  your  Theological 
Professors  from  the  services  now  performed  by  them  in  the  lite- 
rary departments  of  the  college,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  we  have 
attended  to  the  business  of  our  trust. 

On  the  day  of  Commencement,  we  visited  the  institution,  and  in 
compliance  with  our  request  to  be  heard,  were  favored  by  the  trus- 
tees with  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  selected 
for  this  purpose.  Our  meeting  took  place  on  the  evening  after  the 
public  exercises. 

Much  time  was  spent  in  a  full  and  unreserved  discussion  of  the 
subject  in  its  numerous  bearings.  We  endeavored  to  ascertain  par- 
ticularly the  extent  of  employment,  and  the  amount  of  labor  required 
of  the  Theological  Professors  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
college,  together  with  the  feelings  of  the  professors  themselves  in 
regard  to  the  additional  burthen  there  imposed  on  them. 

Although  the  professors  were  far  from  complaining,  or  even  being 
sensible  of  any  burthen  in  their  additional  service,  it  was  consid- 
ered undesirable,  and  to  be  avoided,  for  the  sake  of  their  personal 
improvement  advancing  with  the  progress  of  the  age  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  in  other  sciences,  and  as  it  regards 
the  privilege  of  all  literary  men  to  be  coadjutors  in  accelerating 
the  progress  of  man's  intellectual  and  religious  improvement. 

It  was  found  on  inquiry,  that  the  time  and  labor  required  of  your 
professors  in  academical  instruction,  was  much  less  than  we  appre- 
hended ;  but  any  portion  of  time,  attention,  study,  and  teaching, 
expended  apart  from  professoral  duties,  must  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  so  much  deduction  from  the  amount  that  might  and  ought  to 
be  devoted  to  the  special  calling  of  each  professor,  in  its  widest  ex- 
tent. 

From  the  statement  of  the  honorable  board,  furnished  by  their 
committee,  it  was  understood,  that  the  additional  assistance  in  the 
labors  of  instruction  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  procure,  both  in 
the  literary  and  theological  institutions,  has  been  such  as  to  reduce 
very  much  the  amount  of  foreign  aid  which  is  required  in  college ; 
and  that,  what  is  now  rendered  is  barely  sufficient  to  preserve  a 
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desirable  connexion  of  the  theological  professors  with  the  college, 
and  a  kind  influence  on  the  pupils,  which  are  highly  beneficial  to 
both  institutions.  A  due  connexion,  and  its  consequent  healthful 
influence,  are  devoutly  desired  by  every  friend  of  our  Zion,  and 
should  be  carried  to  the  greatest  extent  consistent  with  an  entire 
devotion  of  every  professor  to  his  sacred  calling. 

With  this  view,  one  department  needs  the  special  attention  of 
your  reverend  body,  and  calls  for  prompt  relief,  viz  :  The  Profes- 
sorship of  Didactic  Theology.  The  duties  of  this  office,  without 
any  additional  labor  of  academic  teaching  and  government,  are 
sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  time  and  attention  of  one  man.  We 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  all  the  officers  are  laborious  in 
their  several  departments,  diligent  in  their  business,  and,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  institution  entrusted  to  their  care,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  youth  under  their  guardianship  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  are  willing  to  endure  toil  even  to  the  sacrifice 
of  personal  comfort.  We  add,  that  as  far  as  we  have  witnessed 
the  fruits  of  their  labor,  they  are  highly  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  our  church,  and  the  institution  deserves  her  kindest  nurture  and 
warmest  support.  But  to  impose  the  labors  of  at  least  two  men  on 
a  single  person  is  injurious  as  well  as  unwise. 

In  view  of  the  whole,  your  committee  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Synod,  that  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees 
of  Rutgers   College,  provision  be  made  for  the  separation  of  the 
offices  of  President  and  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology. 
All  which  is  submitted  with  great  respect. 

ANDREW  YATES,  )  n 

9  >  Committee. 
SAMUEL  ALLEN,  $ 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Professorate. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  College  at 
New-Brunswick,  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Synod — 
That  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  appointed 
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by  the  last  General  Synod,  convened  at  New-Brunswick,  July  14, 
1836.  After  having  organized,  they  received  the  communications 
of  the  Professors  of  Theology,  and  heard  the  examination  of  the 
students  in  the  several  branches  usually  taught  in  the  institution. 
The  Board  feel  much  gratified  with  the  reports  of  the  professors 
respecting  the  piety,  correct  deportment,  and  diligence  of  the  stu- 
dents, as  well  as  the  exhibition  of  their  attainments  in  learning,  and 
correct  theological  instruction,  in  every  respect  highly  honorable 
to  the  young  gentlemen,  and  the  sure  evidence  of  the  ability,  indus- 
try, and  aptness  to  teach,  of  the  professors,  who  are  entrusted  with 
the  important  office  of  training  up  young  men  with  the  necessary 
furniture  of  able  ministers  of  the  New-Testament. 

Your  Board  found  in  the  seminary  the  following  young  men  : 

Senior  Class — 

Alexander  C.  Hillmar, 
Peter  J.  Quick, 
Daniel  Michael, 
William  Reily, 
John  M.  Scribner, 
Hart  E.  Waring. 


Middle  Class — 


Junior  Class- 


Peter  Allen, 
Robert  C.  Clark, 
John  C.  Crookshank, 
John  T.  Demarest, 
William  Demarest, 
John  N.  Duryee, 
William  R.  Gordon, 
Harrison  Heermance, 
John  P.  Knox, 
John  F.  Mesick, 
William  P.  Pohlman, 
Ebenezer  Wiggins. 

Philip  M.  Brett, 
Orlando  Harriman, 
John  A.  Van  Doren, 
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Cornelius  S.  Van  Santvoord, 
Cornelius  WyckofF. 

In  all  making  twenty-three. 

Mr.  William  S.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  University  of  New- York, 
appeared  before  the  board,  and  presented  a  testimonial  from  the 
Rev.  George  Dubois  as  to  his  church-membership  and  Christian 
character  and  standing,  and  also  a  certificate  of  literary  attain- 
ments and  abilities,  from  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  New- 
York.  On  these,  and  in  view  of  his  peculiar  circumstances,  he 
was  permitted  by  the  board  to  enter  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fall  session. 

The  board  lament,  that  in  view  of  the  great  want  of  our  churches, 
and  the  Macedonian  cry  both  at  home  and  abroad,  so  few  young 
men  are  found  to  devote  themselves  to  the  great,  important,  and 
benevolent  work  of  the  ministry.  Whether  the  cause  of  this  fact 
may  or  may  not  be  referred  to  the  growing  worldly  mindedness,  and 
hastening  to  be  rich,  so  fatal  to  vital  piety,  and  so  wounding  to  the 
cause  of  the  Redeemer,  or  to  the  difficulties  attending  the  ministry  in 
various  ways,  or  the  number  of  similar  institutions,  or  the  limits  of 
our  church  as  a  denomination,  the  board  rejoice  to  say  that  thev 
exercise  undiminished  confidence  in  the  theological  faculty,  whose 
time,  learning,  and  talents,  are  devoted  to  their  important  duties 
with  a  highly  commendable  zeal.  And  although  their  duties  in 
connexion  with  the  literary  institution  are  certainly  arduous,  and 
a  heavy  demand  on  them,  still  the  board  is  not  aware  that  any  real 
loss  is  sustained,  or  injury  done  to  the  theological  students.  Yet, 
such  is  the  arduous  nature  of  their  duties,  and  the  importance  of 
the  instruction  of  the  theological  students,  that  it  might  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  relieve  the  theological  faculty,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  from  the  onerous  duties  which  they  now  discharge  in  the 
literary  department,  with  so  much  labor  to  themselves  and  advan- 
tage to  their  pupils.  Is  it  asked,  why  have  we  not  a  greater 
number  of  young  men  in  our  institutions?  The  high  price  of 
the  means  of  living  may  be  assigned  as  an  important  reason  ;  and 
probably  the  only  remedy  for  this  inconvenience  is  some  approved 
plan  of  commons  or  boarding-houses,  under  the  control  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  college,  on  the  college  grounds.     It  is  hoped,  also,  that 


14  JUNE,  1837. 

the  compliance  of  the  ministers  of  the  church,  with  the  direction  of 
General  Synod,  to  preach  two  or  three  times  a  year  to  their  people, 
and  to  use  all  proper  means  of  finding  and  bringing  forward  young 
men  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  will  exert  a  salutary  influence  on 
the  people,  and  on  young  men. 

In  the  communication  of  Professor  M'Clelland,  he  speaks  of  a 
plan  of  instruction  by  dividing  his  class  into  public  and  private. 
The  board  has  the  professor's  declaration  that  the  plan  operates 
well,  but  how  far  such  a  division  may  be  calculated  to  promote 
good  scholarship,  and  harmony,  or  dissatisfaction  among  the  young 
men,  the  board  are  not  in  possession  of  facts  to  form  a  judgment  or 
take  a  special  order. 

The  missionary  spirit  is  still  producing  an  important  influence  on 
our  young  men,  and  although  we  have  so  many  vacant  churches, 
yet  such  is  the  vast  importance  of  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  world, 
that  the  board  rejoice  in  this  interesting  state  of  things.  The  health 
of  the  faculty  and  students,  with  some  little  exception,  has  been 
good,  and  death  has  not  removed  any. 

The  board  has  been  better  attended  than  usual,  which  is  felt  to 
be  a  circumstance  favorable  to  the  institution,  and  probably  ascrib- 
able  to  the  resolution  of  General  Synod,  directing  the  expenses  of 
the  attending  members  to  be  paid.  The  board  would  respectfully 
suggest  to  General  Synod  the  importance  of  providing  available 
funds  to  pay  regularly  the  expenses  of  attending  members. 

The  board  feel  persuaded  of  the  vast  importance  of  giving  the 
full  and  undivided  support  of  General  Synod  to  these  institutions, 
which  have  been  the  means  of  so  much  good,  and  so  precious  a 
fountain  sending  forth  streams  making  glad  the  city  of  our  God ; 
institutions  founded  by  the  fathers  of  the  church,  blessed  with  their 
prayers,  and  left  to  us  as  an  inheritance  which  we  are  bound  by 
every  tie  of  duty  to  preserve,  and  transmit  to  the  children  of  the 
church.  Perhaps,  the  preciousness  of  the  Word  of  God  at  this 
time,  the  scarcity  of  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry,  and  the 
difficulty  of  finding  men  to  supply  our  vacant  churches,  may  be, 
and  probably  is  owing  to  that  worldly  spirit  prevailing  in  the 
churches  which  has  caused  the  Lord  to  give  that  which  has  been 
sought,  but  to  send  leanness  of  soul,  and  deny  the  bread  of  life  as 
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a  chastisement  for  inverting  the  command  of  our  Lord,  "  Seek  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,"  and  by  which  the  nation 
has  been  increased  in  gold,  but  not  in  the  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
JACOB  BRODHEAD,  President. 
ROBERT  BRONK,  Clerk. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original, 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Stated  Cleric. 
New- Brunswick,  July  15,  1836. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the 
Annual  Digest,  and  a  list  of  the  Securities,  belonging  to  General 
Synod,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church — 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

The  Board  have  the  painful  duty  of  announcing  to  Synod  the 
decease  of  their  late  President.  In  reference  to  this  afflictive  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  they  have,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  placed 
upon  their  minutes  the  following  record. 

"  Resolved,  That  whilst  this  board  desire  humbly  to  acquiesce, 
in  the  will  of  a  sovereign  and  wise  God,  they  cannot,  without  emo- 
tion, record  the  death  of  their  late  and  highly  esteemed  President, 
Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.,  who  suddenly  departed  this  life,  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  January  last.  In  his  death  the  church  of  Christ  has 
lost  a  pious  and  devoted  member,  the  General  Synod  a  discreet  and 
faithful  officer,  and  the  members  of  this  board,  individually,  have 
to  lament  the  loss  of  a  personal  friend,  with  whom  they  have  long 
acted  in  various  relations,  in  uninterrupted  harmony  and  affec- 
tion." 
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Cornelius  Heyer,  Esq.,  the  senior  member  of  this  board,  has 
been,  by  a  like  unanimous  vote,  chosen  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  Kip,  as  President  of  the  Board. 

William  B.  Crosby,  Esq.,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
in  the  board. 

During  the  past  year,  the  board  has  met  as  frequently  as  the  bu- 
siness entrusted  to  their  care  has  required.  Continued  and  affec- 
tionate harmony  still  attends  all  their  meetings  and  proceedings. 

Very  little  has  occurred  beyond  what  will  appear  in  the  Trea- 
surer's Report  that  requires  to  be  brought  under  the  inspection  of 
Synod.  The  rate  of  interest  upon  all  the  investments  of  the  funds 
of  Synod,  made  by  this  board,  except  on  loans  to  churches,  and  one 
loan  in  New-Jersey  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  has  been 
increased  to  seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  income  of  the  Synod, 
if  it  shall  continue  to  be  regularly  received,  is  adequate  to  its  pre- 
sent engagements,  without  any  special  appeal  to  the  churches  ;  the 
board  however  repeat  their  wish,  that  the  subscriptions  of  1834 
might  be  paid  in  as  soon  as  may  at  all  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
subscribers.  It  is  obvious  that  trouble  to  your  treasurer,  and  possi- 
ble loss  to  the  Synod,  would  thus  be  prevented. 

Seventeen  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  forty-one  cents,  has  been 
received  from  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Burges, 
and  seventeen  hundred  dollars  invested  for  "  the  endowment  of  the 
Margaret  Burges  Scholarship."  Also,  six  hundred  dollars  from  the 
executor  of  the  will  of  the  late  Rev.  Nicholas  Lansing,  the  interest 
of  which  is  applicable  to  the  support  of  indigent  young  men,  stu- 
dents in  theology. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  extra  allowance,  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  a  debt,  has  been  granted  to  the  Beneficiary  on  the  Wyckoff 
Scholarship.  This  act  has  been  done  because  of  various  pecu- 
liarities of  the  case. 

A  proposition  has  been  made  to  us  by  Abraham  Varick,  Esq.,  to 
cause  the  claim  against  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Utica,  for 
six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  cancelled,  by  substituting  for  it  the  bond 
of  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  of  the 
city  of  New-York,  for  four  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr.  Varick's  own 
bond,  for  two  thousand  dollars.     This  arrangement  your  board  have 
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not  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  make,  their  investments  being  all 
on  bond  and  mortgage,  and  they  now  refer  the  proposition  to  the  ac- 
tion of  Synod. 

The  gift  of  James  Bogert,  Jr.  Esq.,  towards  a  permanent  indi- 
gent students'  fund,  remains  at  Mr.  Bogert's  own  request,  in  the 
same  state  as  heretofore. 

,  The  Board  having  been  requested  by  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
Synod  to  act  as  Trustees  of  the  Widows5  Fund,  do  not  object  to  un- 
dertake the  service  if  the  Synod  still  desire  it. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Knox  has  been  appointed  by  this  board  to  give  to 
Synod  any  information  that  may  be  called  for. 

The  annual  digest  is  herewith  submitted,  and  the  treasurer's  re- 
port appended. 

CORNS.  HEYER,  PresH,  pro  tern. 
ABRAHAM   VAN  NEST,^| 
JOHN  KNOX,  [Directors. 

J 


New-  York,  June  6,  1837. 

*  Mr.  Crosby  is  at  this  time  absent  from  the  city. 
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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer, 


183b 
June 


July 


DR. 
4  To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
instant, 
10         "         u    Isaac  Young,  for  one  year's  salary  as  treasurer  of 
General  Synod,  due  this  day,  250  00 

and  for  postage  of  letters,  and  discount 
on  uncurrent  notes  paid  by  him,  79 


16 


23 


25 


27 


IS 


19 


Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro 
fessor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  for  six 
months'  interest  on  the  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
William  Paterson  Van  Rensselaer,  the  Rut- 
gers, the  Cornell,  the  Heyer,  and  the  WyckofT 
Scholarships,  due  4th  inst. 

Peter  Van  Bergen  for  his  services  as  door-keeper 
for  General  Synod,  at  their  meeting  at  Albany, 
the  present  month,  and  for  stationary,  &c.  fur- 
nished by  him, 

Rev.  Dr.  Gosman,  for  his  expenses  incurred  in 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Pittsburgh, 

William  Schuneman,  agent,  in  full  of  his  commis- 
sions for  collecting  subscriptions  to  the  perma- 
nent fund  of  General  Synod  to  this  date, 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 
rary loan, 

the  following  persons  for  their  travelling  expenses 
incurred  in  attending  tho  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  College 
at  New-Brunswick,  on  the  14th  instant,  and 
paid  by  a  resolution  of  General  Synod,  made  at 
their  meeting  in  June  last,  viz  : 

Rev.  A.  M.  Mann,  20  00 

"    James  Murphy,  16  00 

»    B.  Hoff,  "  7  00 

1 "    James  E.  Gluaw,  15  00 

«    William  S.  Heyer,  5  50 

«    J.  B.  Hardenbergh,  8  00 


71  50 


Carried  forward, 
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1836 

July 

Aug 


Sept 


IT 


30 


Oct. 


DR. 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Rev.    R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 
"    James  W.  Stewart, 


71  50 
12  00 
15  00 


29 


Dec. 


Mercein  &   Post,   for  printing  the  Minutes  of 

General  Synod  for  1836,  paper,  binding,  &c 
Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, for  one  year's  interest  on  $800,  due  4th 
June  last,  being  the  difference  between  $2500 
bequeathed,  and  $1T00  invested,  for  the  endow- 
ment of  the  Wyckoff  Scholarship, 

Rev.  Henry  Mandeville,  for  his  travelling  ex- 
penses, incurred  in  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological 
College,  New-Brunswick,  on  the  14th  July  last, 

Corn's  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary  loan, 

Rev.  J.  H.  Van  Wagenen,  delegate,  &c,  for  his 
travelling  expenses  in  attending  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  at  Baltimore, 

Rev.  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  delegate,  for  his  travelling 
expenses  in  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  at 
Baltimore, 

Bank  of  New- York,  for  my  note  for  $'350  and  in- 
terest, discounted  bv  them  on  the  31st  August 
last,  * 

Daniel  Fanshaw.  loaned  him  on  his  bond  and 
a  mortgage  on  his  lot  of  ground  corner  of  Nas- 
sau aud  Ann  streets,  New- York, 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor,  &c,  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  instant, 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor, in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor,  &c,  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
1st  inst. 

John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  for  six 
months'  interest  on  the  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
William  Paterson  Van  Rensselaer,  the  Rutgers, 
the  Cornell,  the  Margaret  Burges,  and  the 
Heyer  Scholarships,  at  81700  each,  and  the 
Wyckoff  Scholarship,  at  $2500,  due  4th  inst. 

Carried  forward, 
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1837 
Jan. 
Feb. 


Mar 


Apr. 


JO 


IS 


May 


19 


29 


DR. 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Greenwich  Insurance  Company,  for  insurance  of 
$8000,  for  one  year,  on  Rutgers  College, 
"    Peter  Spader,  treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  for 
one  year's  interest  on  Col.  Henry  Rutgers'  do- 
nation of  $5000,  to  Rutgers  College,  due  20th 
June,  1836, 
"     Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  &c,  for  dividends  on  Ber- 
gen turnpike  stock,  belonging  to  Rutgers  Col- 
College,  ten  shares,  up  to  this  date, 
"     Rev.  Dr.   Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

!         M     Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 
"     Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland.  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,   due   1st 
inst. 

'  "  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  for  his  expenses  in  at 
tending  as  a  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church,  in  1835, 

'  "  Howard  Insurance  Company,  for  premium  of  in- 
surance on  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
Utica,  $6000,  for  one  year, 

'  "  Bank  of  New- York,  for  my  note  for  $300,  with 
interest,  discounted  by  them  on  27th  February 
last, 

1  "  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  for  one  year's  sa]ary  as 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  June 
next,  $100  00 

and  for  postage  paid  by  him,  1  63 


June 


"         "     Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro 

fessor  of  the  Theological  CoUege,  due  1st  inst. 
"         "     Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst. 
"        "    Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

professor  in  the   Theological  College,  due  1st 

inst. 
To  balance  carried  to  new  account, 
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1836 
June 


30 


July 


11 


Aug 


By  balance  of  last  year's  account,  brought  forward, 

cash  received  of  Peter  Van  Zandt,  Jr.,  on  account  of  interest 
on  his  note  for  §100,  given  for  his  subscription 
to  the  permanent  fund, 
"        "    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  $4000,  due  4th 

instant, 
«         "    of  Rev.  J.  L.  Zabri=kie,  Gluestor  of  the*  Classis  of 
New-Brunswick,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 
furnished  to  that  Classis, 
"         "    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $'10,000,  due 

22d  May  last, 
«        "of  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis  of 
Bergen,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod  furnish- 
ed to  that  Classis, 
11         "for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,800,  due 

4th  inst. 

"         "     of  W.  Schuneman,  agent,  &c,  collected  by  him 

on  the  subscriptions  of  different  individuals  to 

the  permanent  fund  of  General  Synod, 

"         "    of  Rev.  Dr.  How,  for  a  collection  made  in  the  Re 

formed  Dutch  Church  at  Middlebush,  for  the 

Theological  College, 

tc        "    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9,000,  due  3d 

instant, 
"  "  of  James  Surges,  John  Clapp,  and  Jacob  Brower 
executors,  &c,  of  Margaret  Burges,  deceased, 
in  full  of  a  bequest  made  by  her  to  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to 
endow  a  scholarship  to  be  called  by  her  name 
"  The  Margaret  Burges  Scholarship;"  said  be- 
quest being  $1750,  but  in  consequence  of  her 
personal  property  having  been  diminished  by 
losses  on  fire  insurance  stock  since  her  decease, 
is  reduced  proportionably  with  other  legacies  to 
this  amount, 
•*       "     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1200,  due 

8th  inst. 

"         u    received  of  the  following  persons  for  one  year's 

interest  on  their  subscriptions  to  the  permanent 

fund  of  the  General  Svnod,  due  1st  May  last, 

viz:      Abraham  Van  Nest  $300 

Anthony  Kerr  15 

Obadiah  Holmes  15 

William  Taylor,  Jr.  30 

Leffert  Lefferts  30 

Myndert  Van  Schaick  60 

Stephen  Reed  30 

Francis  Olmstead  12 

"        "    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due  8th 

June  last, 
"        "    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500;  due  1st 

instant, 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward, 
171  By  cash  received,  interest  on  stock  of  the  state  of  New  York,  for 
April  and  July  quarters  last,  at  $12  per  quarter, 
«         "    of  Bank  of  New- York,  for  my  note,  discounted  by 

them,  endorsed  by  Cornelius  Heyer, . 
"         "     of  the  following  persons  for  one  year's  interest  on 
their  subscriptions  to  the  permanent  fund  of 
General  Synod,  due  1st  May  last,  viz  : 

Peter  I.  Van  Pelt,  $30 

Abraham  Terhune,  15 


Jl 


27 


of  Jacob  I.  Blauvelt,  executor,  &c.  of  Rev.  Nicho- 
las Lansing  deceased,  bequeathed  by  him  to  the 
General  Synod,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  indigent  pious  students  in  theology, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  $8500,  due  1st 
in  st. 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  $2000,  due  11th 
September  last, 

of  Cornelius  Heyer,  in  full  of  the  money  placed  in 
his  hands  to  be  invested  on  temporary  loan  with 
interest, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5500,  due  this 
day, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 
23d  October  last, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6300,  up  to 
this  day, 

for  dividend  on  23  shares  of  Bergen  turnpike  stock, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $10,000,  up 
to  22d  November  last, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  two  bonds  for  $5000 
each,  one  due  1st  November  last,  and  the  other 
on  the  20th  inst. 

of  William  Schuneman,  agent,  fee.,  for  two  years' 
interest  on  Rev.  Jacob  I.  Schultz's  note  for  $100 
at  five  per  cent,  given  for  his  subscription  to  the 
permanent  fund  of  General  Synod,  $10 

and  on  account  of  other  subscriptions  thereto,  10 


for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  up  to 

1st  instant, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6800,  up  to 

1st  inst. 

for  interest  on  a  bond  for  $9000,  up  to  3d  inst. 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due  8th 
December  last, 

for  interest  on  a  bond  for  $6000,  up  to  5th  De- 
cember last,  $173  10 
and  for  premium  of  insurance  on  R.  D. 
Church,  Utica,  advanced  by  G.  Synod,    23  17 
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CR. 
Brought  forward,  . 

cash  received  of  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  Jor  Theological 
College, 

»  »  of  William  A.  Mercein,  on  account,  lor  privilege 
of  publishing  Psalms  and  Hymns, 

»  »  of  Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  &c,  for  the  balance  of 
cash  in  his  hands,  due  to  the  Professoral  Fund 
of  the  Theological  College,  on  the  13th  Decem- 
ber last,  as  per  his  account,     ■".„__.,      . 

»        »     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2o00,  due  1st 

»  »  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1200,  due  8th 
January  last,  ....    , 

"  "  of  Bank  of  New-York,  for  my  note,  dated  this  day, 
discounted  by  them,  endorsed  by  Cornelius 
Hever 

»        »    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due  3d 

»  "  of  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Meeker,  Gluestor  of  the  South 
Classis  of  New-York,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  furnished  to  that  Classis,  , 

"  >'  of  Rev  M.  W.  Dwight,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis  ol 
Long  Island,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
furnished  to  that  Classis,  . 

»     of  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,   Gluestor  of  the  Classis  ol 
Bergen,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod  furnish- 
ed to  that  Classis,  _...    .      OQ , 
»     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due  23d 

»  »  of 'Rev.  John  Van  Liew,  auestor  of  the  Classis 
of  Philadelphia,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 
furnished  to  that  Classis,  ^ccnAj      w 

»        »    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $5500  due  1st, 

»  »  of  William  A.  Mercein,  on  account,  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  printing  Psalm  Book,        ,._..,     , 

»  »  of  Manhattan  Company,  for  a  final  dividend  on 
$29  of  Franklin  Bank  notes,  insolvent, 

"  »  of  Manhattan  Company,  for  interest  on  stock  ol 
the  state  of  N.  York,  for  October  quarter,  183b, 
and  January  and  April  quarters  last, 

»  "  for  one  year's  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  per- 
manent fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  instant 
from  James  Suydam,  *™ 
Cornelius  Duryee,  

»        »        six  month's  interest  on  two  bonds  for  $8300, 

»  »  of  dthe  following  persons,  for  one  year's  intef^  °onf 
their  subscriptions  to  the  permanent  tuna  ot 
General  Synod,  due  lstinst. 

Jeremiah  V.  Spader,  for  '35  and  '36,  $30 
Abraham  Van  Nest,  JUU 
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CR. 
Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  from  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Obadiah  Holmes, 
Catelina  Oothout, 
John  Oothout, 
David  L.  Haight, 
Richard  K.  Haight, 
David  H.  Haight, 


330 
300 
15 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 


of  C.  Zabriskie,  for  a  dividend  on  23  shares  of 
Bergen  turnpike  stock, 

for  one  year's  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  per 

manent  fund  of  General  Synod,   due  1st  inst 

from  Rev.  Dr.  Janeway,  $150 

»     David  W.  Wetmore,  30 


of  Rev.  J.  L.  Zabriskie,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis  of 
New-Brunswick,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 
furnished  to  that  Classis, 


By  balance  brought  forward,  due  to  General  Synod, 


13202 


795 
17 

180 
15 
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07 


$480  11 


Errors  excepted, 


ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 


The  subscribers,  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  Accounts, 
have  examined  the  same  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  correct ; 
leaving  a  balance  due  to  General  Synod  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and 
eleven  cents. 

CORNELIUS  HEYER, 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST, 


ST,  $ 


Committee. 


New-York,  June  3,  1837, 
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ANNUAL  DIGEST,  1837. 

The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows  : 

Funds  devoted  to  Education  Purposes. 

The  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

The  amount  of  this  fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  and  which  is  loaned 
upon  bonds,  secured  by  mortgages  upon  property  in 
the  state  of  New- Jersey,  amounted  on  the  1st  April, 
1837,  to  f  19,680  00 

Balance  in  his  hands  on  that  day,  381  42 

Interest  due  on  the  same  fund  on  1st  May,  1837,  1,206  30 

There  has  been   paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  this 

fund,  during  the  past  year,  1,165  00 

Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  $2,000,  which  is  loaned  on 
bond,  secured  by  mortgage,  on  property  in  the  state 
of  New-Jersey,  $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  fund  on  the  1st  May,  1837,  120  00 

Balance  of  interest  of  this  fund,  in  the  hands  of  Peter 

Spader,  Treasurer,  &c,  on  the  1st  April,  1837,  47  86 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  this 

fund,  during  the  past  year,  *20  00 

Indigent  Students'  Permanent  Fund. 

To  this  fund  nothing  has  been  added  to  the  8200  paid  by 
James  Bogert,  Junior,  for  its  commencement,  and  it 
still  remains  in  the  permanent  fund. 

Amount  of  Scholarships  invested  by  the  Board  of  Di- 

rection,  13-300  09 

Vol.  V.  4 
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Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which 
have  been  collected  and  invested  on  the  subscriptions 
for  the  Professorships,  as  well  as  the  moneys  former- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
viz: 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds 

and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  $62,500  00 

Professoral  fund  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  transfered  by  them  to  Gen- 
eral Synod,  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader,  Treas- 
urer, &c,  rendered  13th  December,  1836,  3650  00 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  state  of  New- York,  800  00 
Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  turnpike  stock,  ten   of 

which  belong  to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at  575  00 

Notes  given  for  subscriptions,  300  00 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note,  510  50 

Cash  in  hand,  belonging  to  the  permanent  fund,  17  64 

Collections  in  Churches. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  received  from  this 

source, 
For  the  Theological  College,  17  62 

Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 

during  the  past  year,  94  00 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  paper,  printing,  &c.  239  40 


CORNS.  HEYER,  President,  pro  tern. 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST, 
JOHN  KNOX, 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 


>  Directors. 


New-York,  6th  June,  1837. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  presented  to  the  Synod  and 
adopted  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  have  heard  with  sincere  regret,  of 
the  removal,  by  death,  of  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Corporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  long,  faithful,  and  gratuitous  services  of 
Mr.  Kip,  place  him  among  the  most  valued  friends  of  the  Dutch 
Church. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  tender  to  his  kindred  and  family  their 
Christian  condolence  in  the  loss  they  and  the  Church  have  sustain- 
ed. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 
On  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  cho- 
sen :  Mr.  Cornelius  Heyer,  President ;  Messrs.  Abraham  Van 
Nest,  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  William  B.  Crosby,  Directors  ;  and 
Mr.  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Correspondence. 

The  Stated  Clerk  reported  that  he  had  complied  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  last  General  Synod,  in  relation  to  the  overture  of 
correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
and  with  the  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  Upper  Canada ; 
that  he  had  received  no  official  information  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Church  ;  that  from  the  Synod  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland  in  Upper  Canada,  an  official  communication,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  "  Abstract  of  the  Minutes"  of  the  last  session 
had  been  received  ;  which  were  laid  before  Synod,  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Smaltz  and  John  Rudy,  of  the  German  Re- 
formed  Church,  having  appeared  in  Synod,  and  presented  testimo- 
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nials  of  their  appointment,  took  their  seats  as  corresponding  mem- 
bers. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  to  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Synod  : 

To  the  Rev.  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  undersigned,  your  delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  would  respectfully  report,  that  we  attended  the 
last  meeting  of  said  Synod,  at  Baltimore,  in  September  last.  We 
were  most  cordially  received,  and  most  kindly  and  fraternally  treat- 
ed by  our  German  brethren.  There  is  very  pleasing  and  abundant 
evidence  that  our  sister  church  is  rapidly  advancing  in  the  order 
and  prosperity  of  the  gospel. 

J.  H.  VAN  WAGENEN, 
I.  P.  LABAGH. 

Dr.  Brownlee  laid  before  Synod  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Session  of  the  United  Associate  Synod  of  Scotland,  April,  1836. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report — That 
they  have  examined  the  documents  submitted  to  them,  and  find 
nothing  of  a  special  character  necessary  to  be  brought  before  Sy- 
nod. The  Committee  remark  in  general,  that  the  kindest  feelings 
have  been  expressed  by  the  corresponding  bodies  toward  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church. 

The  Committee  recommend,  that  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 
J.  Brodhead,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elder  P.  D.  Vroom,  be  continued  a 
Committee  to  maintain  the  correspondence  with  the  United  Asso- 
ciate Synod  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Canada,  in  connexion  with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  with 
an  expression  of  the  iuterest  of  this  body  in  the  welfare  of  said 
Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  FERRIS,  Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  correspond- 
ing churches,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  elect  the  same,  when  the  fol- 
lowing were  chosen  : 

To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  : — Revi 
James  B.  Hardenburgh,  and  the  Elder  Frederic  Erringer,  primarii ; 
and  the  Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elder  John  D. 
Keese,  secundi. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church : — Rev.  Benja- 
min Bassler  and  James  Murphy,  primarii ;  and  the  Rev.  John 
Knox,  D.  D.,  and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  secundi. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  attend 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  : 

The  subscriber,  appointed  to  represent  this  body  in  the  General 

Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he 

has  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment. 

JACOB  VAN  VECHTEN. 
New-York,  June  10,  1837. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  John 
Knox,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elder  Abraham  Van  Nest,  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reform- 
ed Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  Proudfit,  Dr.  John  M'Jimsey,  and  Dr. 

Joseph  M'Carrell,  from  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
appeared  in  Synod,  and  produced  testimonials  of  their  appointment  as 
a  committee  to  meet  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  this  Synod, 
on  the  subject  of  a  correspondence  with  said  church.  Whereupon, 
it  was  resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  confer  with 
the  above  committee  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  reported  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows  : 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  report,  that  they  have  had  a 
conference  with  the  Commissioners  from  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church,  and  as  the  result  of  such  conference,  the  joint  committee 
agree  to  recommend  to  their  respective  bodies  the  adoption  of  the 
following  plan  of  correspondence  between  the  two  churches. 

1.  The  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  shall  each 
appoint  a  minister,  with  an  alternate,  to  sit  in  the  highest  judicato- 
ries, respectively,  with  the  privilege  of  deliberating  on  all  subjects 
coming  before  them,  but  not  of  voting. 

2.  There  shall  be  fraternal  intercourse  between  the  ministers  of 
each  body,  and  private  members  shall  be  received  by  each  church 
from  the  other,  on  proper  credentials,  and  subject  to  the  rules  which 
govern  each  in  the  admission  of  members. 

ALEX.  PROUDFIT, 

JOHN  M'JIMSEY,  >  Com'A**°-  * 

JOSEPH  M'CARRELL, 


ISAAC  FERRIS, 

EDW'D  H.  MAY, 

*     »*■    mamxt  rCom.  of  G.  S. 

A.  M.  MANN, 

SAMUEL  ALLEN, 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church  should  agree  to  the  above  plan  of  correspondence,  the  Rev. 
John  Knox,  D.  D.,  be  appointed  a  delegate  to  said  Synod,  and  the 
Rev.  A.  N.  Kittle,  be  his  secundus. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Synodical  Reports  of  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  exer- 
cises, conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt, 
D.  D.,  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  and  E.  P.  Stimson,  and  the 
Elders  William  R.  Thompson  and  Sevreyn  Bruyn. 
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Resolved,  That  a  synodical  prayer  meeting  be  held  in  the  pre- 
sent place  of  meeting,  every  morning,  at  6  o'clock. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  a 
narrative  of  the  State  of  Religion,  would  respectfully  submit  the 
following : 

The  object  of  such  a  narrative  is  to  present  to  the  Christian 
mind,  intent  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  a 
concise  view  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  church  within 
our  bounds  during  the  year  that  has  closed,  her  present  position, 
and  her  future  prospect ;  thus  directing  the  thoughts  of  God's  peo- 
ple to  a  devout  observance  of  his  goodness,  imparting  new  fervor  to 
the  affections,  and  prompting  to  holier  consecration,  and  more 
vigorous  exertions,  if  the  intelligence  be  favorable,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  supplying  motives  for  humiliation,  and  repentance,  and 
prayer.  It  should,  it  must  be  interesting  and  profitable  in  a  pecu- 
liar degree,  to  every  engaged  Christian,  to  be  thus  assisted  in  ex- 
tending his  survey  beyond  the  limits  of  his  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, and  in  observing  what  God  is  doing  for  the  denomination  to 
which  he  belongs  ;  or  in  asking,  with  a  wide  range  of  inquiry,  what 
is  the  progress  and  promise  of  the  church  universal  ? 

Your  committee  have  risen  from  an  examination  of  the  materials 
out  of  which  this  report  was  to  be  gathered,  with  mingled  emotions. 
While  they  desire  gratefully  to  record  the  conviction  with  which 
they  have  been  impressed,  that  within  our  denomination  the  Lord 
has  evidently  been  gracious,  and  the  reasons  for  rejoicing  are 
many,  they  nevertheless  feel  that  there  are  many  reasons  for  pro- 
found humiliation,  and  many  motives  to  increased  exertion.  They 
regard  the  admonition  of  the  apostle  as  peculiarly  appropriate, 
"  Rejoice  with  trembling ." 

The  first  topic  to  which  they  would  direct  attention,  indicating, 
as  they  would  humbly  hope,  the  favor  of  Zion's  King  towards  us, 
and  calling  for  our  devout  thanksgiving  and  praise,  is  the  concord 
and  harmony  which  in  an  eminent  degree  prevail  throughout  all 
our  boundaries.     Our  churches  are  convulsed  by  no  intestine  com- 
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motion,  sundered  by  no  angry  dissention  :  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love 
delightfully  pervades  the  entire  body,  and  binds  the  several  mem- 
bers one  to  another  in  peaceful  action.  On  all  the  important  points 
connected  with  our  internal  economy,  with  the  purity  of  our  doc- 
trine and  discipline,  with  the  expansion  of  our  views  and  efforts  to 
spread  the  gospel  among  the  heathen,  one  spirit  seems  to  animate 
all  hearts,  and  to  as  great  an  extent  as  can  perhaps  be  expected  in 
the  present  state  of  imperfection,  "  the  watchmen  see  eye  to  eye." 
During  the  past  year,  as  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  nothing  has 
occurred  adverse  to  this  statement,  and  nothing  contrary  at  the 
present  time  exists.  Such  a  spectacle  we  contemplate  with  inde- 
scribable pleasure.  The  simple  fact  that  all  is  peace  and  quietness 
in  the  church,  we  are  indeed  aware  is  not  the  certain  indication  that 
"  all  is  well."  If  it  spring  from  indifference  to  the  precious  truths 
of  the  gospel ;  or  if  the  spirit  of  slumber  has  settled  heavily  upon 
the  frame,  suspending  all  signs  of  spiritual  life  ;  if  our  quietude  be 
the  result  of  lethargy,  which  has  crept  over  the  system  and  locked 
up  our  sensibilities  in  its  cold  embrace  ;  it  is  a  state  calling  for  any 
thing  but  congratulation.  To  rest  satisfied  in  such  a  condition, 
would  be  the  worst  possible  evil  which  could  afflict  an  individual  or 
a  community.  But  if  our  internal  tranquility  be  combined  with 
activity ;  if,  when  around  clouds  darken  the  skies,  and  the  elements 
are  agitated  by  storm  and  tempest,  our  heavens  are  serene ;  if 
peace  prevail,  Christians  are  not  insensible  of  their  high  responsi- 
bilities, and  the  divine  spirit  is  evidently  present,  here  and  there 
dispensing  his  gracious  influences,  we  have  reason  for  gratitude 
and  praise.  Such,  at  least  in  a  good  degree,  we  would  hope  is  the 
present  state  of  our  church.  And  shall  not  every  heart,  in  view  of 
the  future,  fervently  respond  the  prayer,  "  Peace  be  within  thy 
walls  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces :  For  my  brethren  and 
companions'  sakes,  I  will  now  say  peace  be  within  thee  :  Because 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I  will  seek  thy  good." 

Another  topic  which  claims  our  rejoicing,  is  the  good  disposi- 
tion manifested  in  the  churches  towards  the  great  benevolent  opera- 
tions of  the  age ;  and  especially,  though  not  exclusively  towards  those 
more  immediately  connected  with  our  own  denomination.  This  feel- 
ing, if  it  has  never  yet  displayed  itself  to  the  extent  in  which  all  will 
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acknowledge,  it  is  desirable  it  should  exist,  and  if  it  has  by  no  means 
yet  called  out  that  amount  of  pecuniary  benefaction  in  support  of 
the  various  societies,  which  a  denomination  embracing  as  much 
wealth  as  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  may  easily  supply,  is  never- 
theless, we  rejoice  to  believe,  growing  and  increasing  among  us- 
We  think  we  can  distinctly  perceive  the  spirit  of  benevolent  effort 
deepning  and  expanding :  that  the  missionary  and  education  socie- 
ties, with  their  kindred  institutions,  are  becoming  dearer  to  the 
hearts  of  God's  people,  that  they  occupy  a  larger  share  of  their 
thoughts  and  prayers  :  the  desire  and  inquiry  are  becoming  more 
fervent  and  more  frequent,  not  simply  "  Lord  what  wilt  thou  have 
us  do"  for  ourselves,  but  what  also  for  the  general  interests  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  the  salvation  of  a  world  sitting  in  dark- 
ness and  the  shadow  of  death.  We  cannot  but  hope  that  this  spirit, 
so  closely  connected  as  we  believe  it  to  be  with  the  best,  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  every  church  and  Christian  among  us,  may  be 
still  more  quickened  and  enlarged  :  that  our  contributions  may  be 
poured  forth,  by  each  according  to  his  ability,  until  it  may  be  said, 
as  Moses  said  to  the  children  of  Israel  when  they  brought  their 
presents  for  the  tabernacle,  "  Cease,  it  is  enough."  There  has 
been,  during  the  year  that  is  passed,  a  pleasing  advance  in  the 
amount  received  by  our  missionary  and  education  societies  beyond 
the  receipts  of  former  years  :  and  for  two  successive  years  the 
amounts  have  been  double  those  of  former  years  :  yet  we  desire  it 
to  be  observed  by  the  churches,  that  fbr  two  years  last  passed  the 
receipts  from  our  own  body  have  not  equalled  the  amount  paid  by 
the  American  Board  to  our  own  missionaries.  Such,  when  known, 
we  think  will  not  be  suffered  long  to  remain  the  fact. 

In  speaking  of  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  church,  as  indicated 
by  the  interest  displayed  in  Sabbath  schools,  and  catechetical,  and 
Bible  classes,  in  attendance  on  the  appointed  means  of  grace,  and 
in  accessions  to  her  communion,  we  think  the  evidences  are  still 
favorable.  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  instructions,  so  vitally  im- 
portant  to  the  youth  of  our  charge,  and  catechetical  classes,  where, 
in  a  systematic  form,  their  minds  early  imbibe  the  great  truths  of 
the  lively  oracles,  these  means,  which  have  been  at  all  periods 
blessed  to  the  upbuilding  of  Zion,  and  at  no  period  more  eminently 
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than  within  our  own  recollections,  seem  generally  to  be  well  sus- 
tained. Yet  is  there  room  for  improvement.  We  cherish  the 
humble  but  confident  expectation,  that  through  them  the  Lord  will 
train  up  in  our  beloved  church,  a  seed  to  serve  him,  when  the  fathers 
and  mothers  shall  have  descended  to  the  silent  grave. 

The  attendance  on  the  sanctuary  appears  also  to  have  been  en- 
couraging throughout  the  year. 

A  reference  to  the  statistical  tables,  shows,  that  while  some 
churches  have  remained  stationary  in  point  of  numbers,  and  some 
have  been  diminished,  yet  in  the  aggregate  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease to  our  communion  ;  sufficient  to  demand  our  gratitude  to  the 
gracious  Saviour  of  sinners,  yet  so  limited  as  to  call  us  to  humilia- 
tion and  most  importunate  and  persevering  prayer  for  the  larger 
effusion  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  In  some  places  pleasing  revivals  have 
occurred,  which  have  cheered  the  souls  of  saints,  and  enlarged  the 
subjects  of  the  Cross,  and  which  serve  to  show  us  that  the  Lord  has 
not  cast  us  off,  nor  "  said  to  us  seek  ye  my  face  in  vain."  And 
even  now,  when  we  stood  in  doubt  and  could  scarce  interpret  God's 
dealings  through  the  year,  whether  they  were  imports  of  mercy 
or  of  judgment  in  store,  we  are  most  affectingly  called  to  rejoice 
that  he  draws  near,  and  that  to  bless.  Synod  have  heard  the  in- 
tensely interesting  statements  respecting  the  outpouring  of  the  spirit 
upon  the  college  at  New-Brunswick  :  that  spot  which  of  all  others 
should  be  most  dear  to  our  church;  now  doubly  dear,  gathering  around 
it  the  holiest  sympathies,  and  quickening  the  pleading  prayers  of  pa- 
rents, ministers,  and  churches,  while  our  beloved  youth  are  born  into 
the  kingdom.  It  is  the  answer  to  prayer  :  we  asked  it :  yet  of  little 
faith,  we  scarce  expected  it :  we  have  been  inquiring  why  we  have 
so  few  candidates  for  the  ministry  :  and  on  the  survey  of  our  vacant 
churches  and  of  the  wide  fields  yet  to  be  occupied  by  our  efforts,  how 
shall  they  be  supplied  ?  And  lo  !  at  an  unlooked  for  moment,  and  in 
a  way  sovereign  and  his  own,  our  covenant  God  has  undertaken  for 
us.  Well  does  it  become  us  to  exclaim,  what  has  God  wrought  t 
Nearly  all  the  youth  of  our  college  indulging  the  hope  that  they 
have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  is  a  spectacle  to  subdue  our  hearts. 
Lord  we  are  humbled,  we  are  dumb  before  thee.  Our  only  prayer 
is,  glorify  thyself:  still  bless  the  youth  of  our  hopes  :  continue  and 
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extend  this  blessing,  until  all  our  churches  feel  its  power,  and  it 
cover  the  whole  land.  We  deeply  feel  that  these  kind  discoveries 
of  Almighty  love,  impose  solemn  obligations  on  ministers  and  peo- 
ple throughout  our  entire  boundaries  ;  and  that  all  should  be  stirred 
up  to  plead  with  the  God  of  grace,  that  the  present  may  be  but  as 
the  small  drops  before  a  plentiful  shower. 

But  we  would  advert  to  other  subjects  which  loudly  claim  the  at- 
tention  of  Synod,  and  of  the  'church.  There  exists,  within  our 
limits,  as  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  several  classes,  an  unusual 
number  of  vacant  churches  ;  and  if  they  were  ready  to  settle  pas- 
tors,  we  know  not  on  which  side  to  look  for  an  adequate'supply. 
The  graduating  class  in  the  seminary  can  furnish  but  few  :  and 
even  should  any  considerable  portion  of  the  subjects  of  the  present 
revival  in  the  college,  direct  their  attention  to  the  ministry,  much 
time  must  necessarily  intervene  before  they  become  prepared  for  the 
pastoral  office.  This  subject  calls  for  solemn  reflection,  for  humilia- 
tion and  prayer.  Amidst  all  our  pleasing  prospects,  are  we  still 
destined  to  feel,  "  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but 
of  the  word  of  life  ?"  Are  our  flocks  to  be  scattered  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd  ?  We  will  not  distrust  him  who  has  already 
begun  to  appear  in  our  behalf:  but  it  is  evident  that  our  thoughts 
should  be  directed  solicitously  to  this  point,  and  that  we  must  look, 
for  a  season  at  least,  to  foreign  sources  of  supply.  Let  us  ask  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would  send  forth  laborers  into  his  har- 
vest :  men  after  his  own  heart,  to  break  to  the  people  the  bread  of 
life. 

We  think  also  that  we  have  perceived,  for  some  time  past,  a  spirit 
of  worldliness,  of  wordly  conformity  and  the  too  ardent  pursuit  of 
worldly  riches,  creeping  into  the  church,  diverting  the  minds  of 
Ghristians  to  a  painful  degree,  from  the  responsibilities  of  their  high 
vocation,  and  withering  the  spirituality  of  their  religion.  It  is  not  in- 
deed, wonderful,  that  the  spirit  which  had  seized  and  pervaded  all 
classes  of  the  community,  (a  spirit  now  signally  rebuked  by  Divine 
Providence,)  should  also  have  spread  its  contagion  to  the  church. 
But  we  mourn,  we  weep  over  it,  and  anxiously  desire  that  present 
disastrous  events  may  be  over- ruled  for  good,  and  recall  Christ- 
ians from  a  disposition  to  trust  in  uncertain  riches,  to  a  sense  of 
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dependanco  on  God  :  may  inflame  their  desires  after  more  substan- 
tial possessions  and  holier  joys. 

Of  the  state  of  religion  among  the  churches  in  correspondence 
with  us,  we  can  add  but  a  word.  From  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  no  delegates  have  appeared.  In  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  whose  delegates  have  taken  their  seats 
among  us,  the  cause  of  our  common  Lord  seems  to  be  advancing 
with  a  pleasing  progress.  We  cherish  this  fraternal  intercourse, 
we  rejoice  in  their  prosperity,  we  pray  that  God's  spirit  may  go 
before  them,  and  his  arm  be  their  stay  :  for  we  will  not  forget,  we 
wish  not  to  forget,  that  we  have  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  hope,  and 
as  far  as  we  are  Christ's,  shall  meet  in  the  same  heaven,  there  to 
mingle  our  alleluias  to  God  and  the  Lamb. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  press  upon  the  Synod  and  upon  our 
church  members,  the  duty  of  putting  forth  new  exertions,  exercis- 
ing a  more  perfect  dependance  on  God,  becoming  more  single  in 
their  aims,  and  abounding  more  fully  in  prayer,  and  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  What  interests  are  entrusted  to  our  hands  !  How  much 
is  to  be  done  !  And  how  short  and  fleeting  the  time  allotted  to  us  in 
which  to  labor  for  the  Saviour,  for  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls 
around  us,  for  the  conversion  of  the  world,  for  our  own  salvation. 
"  The  night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work."  To  these  ex- 
hortations an  affecting  emphasis  is  given,  on  the  review  of  the  past 
year.  "  The  fathers  where  are  they  ?  And  the  prophets,  do  they 
live  for  ever?"  Of  the  ministry  and  eldership,  several  of  the  most 
beloved,  useful,  and  conspicuous,  have  been  called  to  exchange  the 
scenes,  employments  and  associations  of  time,  for  the  companion- 
ship and  enjoyments  of  heaven.^  While  we  drop  the  tear  of  afflict- 
ed but  submissive  affection  over  their  memories,  let  us  hear  and 
obey  the  voice  which  proceeds  from  the  graves  of  departed  saints, 
"  Be  ye  also  ready  :"  let  us  attend  to  the  exhortation  of  holy  truth, 
"  Whose  faith  follow  ;  considering  the  end  of  their  conversation 
Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever." 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

T.  E~  VERMILYE,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  ask  leave  to  report — That 
they  find  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New- York,  made  to  the  General  Synod,  by  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  Paramus,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge  and 
C.  S.  Van  Wagenen,  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 
in  the  case  of  Cornelius  A.  Hopper  and  others.  See  page  23  of 
Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  page  19. 
Mr.  Bogardus  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Particular  Synod  to  the  General  Synod,  in  relation  to 
a  complaint  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bogardus,  concerning  the  con- 
duct of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  in  the  reception  and  installa- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Seth  Bunnel,  as  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of 
Glenville.  Your  committee  also  inform  Synod  that  the  complaint 
is  now  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Bogardus,  for  the  consideration  of 
Synod. 

Your  committee  find  on  page  533  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod,  1836,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  selection 
of  sacred  music,  which  may  be  recommended  to  general  use  among 
our  congregations. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  page  6, 
a  resolution  "  that  the  General  Synod  be  requested  to  inquire 
whether  it  would  not  promote  the  interest,  and  especially  the  conve- 
nience of  all  concerned,  to  have  the  Classis  of  Orange  transferred 
from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  Synod. 

Your  committee  also  find,  that  the  seats  of  several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  have  become  vacant  by  death 
or  removals,  viz : 

Rev.  J.  B.  Hardenbergh,  from  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  James  Romeyn,  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  Robert  Bronk,  of  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  from  the  Classis  of  Greene. 
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Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  several  Classes,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Widows'  Fund,  are  found  on  page  20  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  New- York  ;  and  on  page  6  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Albany,  your  committee  find 
the  name  of  SeverenusSeeber  recommended  to  the  General  Synod, 
as  a  suitable  person  to  receive  aid  from  some  fund  of  Synod. 

JAS.  MURPHY,   Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
transfer  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  be  referred  to  a  special  Commit- 
tee, consisting,  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Maurice  W. 
Dwight,  Robert  P.  Lee,  Garret  I.  Garretson,  and  the  Elder  Thomas 
Talmadge. 

The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  the  Classis 
of  Orange,  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  Synod,  which  sug- 
gestion appears  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That,  as  it  does  not  appear  the  proposed  transfer  has 
ever  been  submitted  to  the  Classis  of  Orange,  nor  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  General  Synod  to  take 
any  action  in  the  premises. 

THOS.  E.  VERMILYE,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
recommendation  of  certain  persons  to  receive  aid  from  the  Van 
Benschoten  fund  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Over- 
tures  : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  report  that  nothing  has  come  be- 
fore them. 

M.  W.  DWIGHT,  Chairman, 
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ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals, 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  Appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  Paramus,  from  the  decision  of  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York,  in  May,  1836,  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  W. 
Eltinge  and  C.  S.  Van  Wagenen,  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis  of 
Paramus,  in  the  case  of  Cornelius  A.  Hopper  and  others,  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  the  Consistory  of  Paramus. 

Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order  : 

1.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

2.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

3.  The  appellants  were  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal  by  the 
Rev.  W.  Eltinge. 

4.  The  Synod  were  heard  in  defence  of  their  decision  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Knox,  who  had  been  appointed  a  commissioner  for  this 
purpose. 

Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and  decide,  excluding  from  a  vote 
such  as  had  voted  in  the  case  either  in  Classis  or  Particular  Sy- 
nod. 

The  following  resolution  was  made  and  seconded  : 

In  the  case  of  the  appeal  by  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of 
Paramus,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- York, 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  not  sustained,  and  that  the  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod  be  affirmed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

Certain  requests  werfe  presented  to  Synod  on  behalf  of  the  Con- 
sistory of  Paramus,  by  their  Commissioner,  in  relation  to  the  above 
decision,  the  consideration  of  which  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
Bogardus  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Classis  of  Schenec- 
tady, in  receiving  and  installing  the  Rev.  Seth  Bunnel,  as  pastor  of 
the  First  Church  of  Glenville. 

The  complaint  was  read,  whereupon  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bogardus  be  en- 
tertained.    When  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  E.  Holmes,  Isaac  Fisher,  and  A.  N.  Kittle, 
and  the  Elder  C.  L.  Hardenburgh. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Frazer,  a  member 
of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  in  relation  to  the  subject  contained 
in  the  above  complaint,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
said  complaint. 

The  committee  on  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  C.  Bogardus  re- 
ported, and  their  report  was  accepted,  amended,  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  complaint  of  the  Rev. 
C.  Bogardus,  and  the  petition  of  the  Rev.  T.  Frazer,  in  relation  to 
the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  in  the  case  of  Seth  Bun- 
nel,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  : 

In  his  communication  to  this  Synod  the  complainant  sets  forth 
certain  acts  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  which  he  believes  to  be 
opposed  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church.  He  represents  that  said  Classis  received  from  an 
association  with  which  this  Synod  is  not  in  correspondence,  the  Rev. 
Seth  Bunnel,  and  installed  him  pastor  of  a  church  within  their 
bounds.  That  said  Classis  had  evidence  before  them,  that  Mr.  B. 
had  pursued  no  regular  course  of  theological  studies,  but  had  re- 
ceived licensure  to  preach  the  gospel  before  the  completion  of  his 
collegiate  course. 

Your  committee  are  furnished  with  no  testimony  in  the  case 
upon  which  to  found  an  opinion,  and  possess  no  information  relative 
to  the  subject,  further  than  that  derived  from  the  statement  of  the 
complainant.  They  are,  however,  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  herein  involved,  and  feel  that  this  Synod 
should  give  a  decided  expression  of  their  views  in  relation  to  simi- 
lar cases.  They  believe  that  these  subjects  are  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  purity  and  peace  of  the  church  ;  with  the  welfare  of 
our  theological  school ;  and  with  the  just  expectations  of  our  can- 
didates for  the  ministry.  Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion,  that  this  Synod  cannot  guard  with  too  much  strictness  the 
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avenues  to  the  church,  and  especially  at  this  period/cannot  use  too 
much  caution  in  the  reception  of  ministers  from  ecclesiastical 
bodies  with  which  we  are  not  in  correspondence. 

The  committee  believe,  and  would  recommend  it  as  an  expres- 
sion of  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  the  conduct  of  any  Classis, 
proceeding  in  such  a  manner  as  is  represented  by  the  complainant 
in  this  case,  is  highly  censurable,  and  deeply  to  be  deplored  ;  that 
it  endangers  the  purity  of  the  church,  and  proves  injurious  to  our 
theological  school. 

The  committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  directed  to  yield  a  strict 
compliance  to  the  rule  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  the  presence 
of  a  deputatus  at  examinations. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  enjoins  upon  the  Consistories  of  the 
several  churches  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  article  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  the  standing  committee  of  Classis  in  relation  to  vacant 
congregations. 

For  preserving  the  church  from  the  introduction  of  unsound 
doctrine — 

3.  Resolved,  That  no  minister  from  a  body  not  in  correspondence 
with  us,  shall  be  admitted  into  our  church  unless  he  be  a  regular 
graduate  o.f  a  College,  or  give  evidence  of  such  literary  qualifica- 
tions as  would  entitle  him  to  a  diploma,  and  shall  have  pursued  a 
course  of  theological  study  for  three  years,  or  what  in  the  opinion 
of  General  Synod  shall  be  considered  an  equivalent. 

4.  Resolved,  That  every  such  minister  be  thoroughly  examined 
in  presence  of  the  Classis  and  a  deputatus  synodi,  on  theology 
and  church  government,  and  shall  not  be  received  unless  the  views 
of  such  minister  shall  accord  with  the  standards  of  the  church. 

5.  Resolved,  That  no  foreign  minister  shall  be  received  by  any 
Classis  unless  he  shall  have  undergone  a  probation  of  one  year  un- 
der the  care  of  a  Classis,  and  shall  then  present  the  same  testimo- 
nials, and  undergo  the  same  examination  as  an  applicant  from  a 
church  not  in  correspondence. 
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0.  Resolved,  That  if  any  minister,  not  of  our  church,  shall 
preach  in  any  vacancy  within  the  bounds  of  a  Classis,  without  per- 
mission from  the  standing  committee,  to  guard  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  unsound  doctrine,  (chap.  I.  art.  I.  sec.  20),  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  valid  objection  against  the  admission  of  such  minister  into 
the  Classis. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  C.  Bogardus, 
against  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  for  the  reception  of  Rev.  Seth 
Bunnel,  as  a  member  of  that  body,  be  referred  to  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany  for  their  revision. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Missions  of  General  Synod  be 
instructed  not  to  make  any  appropriations  in  behalf  of  any  person 
laboring  in  any  vacancy  within  our  bounds,  unless  he  shall  have 
been  regularly-  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  only  then  when 
the  established  rules  of  the  board  shall  have  been  complied  with. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  HOLMES,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Church  Government. 

Whereas  difficulties  frequently  arise  from  the  disappointments  of 
deputati  regularly  notified,  and  frequent  complaints  are  made, 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  whenever  a  deputatus,  regularly  notified,  finds 
himself  unable  to  attend,  that  he  be  bound  to  give  notice  of  the 
same,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  President  of  Classis. 

ARTICLE    X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  statistical  tables  of  the  different 
Classes  that  catechetical  instruction  is  greatly  neglected  in  certain 
sections  of  the  church,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  different  Classes  be  directed  to  give  their 
special  attention  to  this  subject,  so  that  as  far  as  possible,  the  youth 
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in  all  our  congregations  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  pastoral  cate- 
chetical instruction,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  standards  of 
our  church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Brownlee,  by  request,  delivered  an  address  before 
Synod  on  the  subject  of  Romanism,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session  ; 
whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  be  presented  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Brownlee,  for  his  able  and  excellent  address,  delivered  before 
Synod,  on  the  subject  of  Popery. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

Customs  and  Usages, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  re- 
spectfully  report  to  Synod,  that  the  following  scholarships  have  been 
endowed,  and  are  now  productive,  viz  : — 

1.  Van  Rensselaer.  2.  Rutgers.  3.  William  Patterson  Van 
Rensselaer.  4.  Cornell.  5.  WyckofF.  6.  Heyer.  7.  Margaret 
Burges.     The  Strvker  scholarship  is  in  a  course  of  accumulation. 

There  are  now  under  the  care  of  the  board,  forty  beneficiaries, 
which  exhibits  an  increase  in  the  aggregate  number  in  the  course 
of  the  year  of  six.  That  our  list  is  annually  increasing  in  any  de- 
gree,  is  an  encouraging  circumstance.  But  when  we  consider  that 
many  of  these  have  but  just  entered  upon  a  course  of  study,  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  which  must  necessarily  consume  many  years; 
that  during  this  period,  some  of  them  may  go  down  to  an  early  grave, 
or  be  compelled  to  relinquish  their  studies  by  sickness;  some  perhaps 
change  their  purpose,  and  devote  themselves  to  some  other  course 
of  life,  and  some  be  stricken  from  the  list  for  want  of  requisite 
moral  and  intellectual  qualifications ;  while  nearly,  if  not  quite  the 
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whole  number  now  looking  forward  to  the  ministry  in  our  denomina- 
tion, are  at  this  moment  needed  to  supply  our  vacant  churches, 
without  leaving  us  a  man  through  whom  to  respond  to  the  cry  for 
help,  coming  towards  us  from  the  four  winds,  and  waxing  louder 
and  more  agonizing  every  day — when  all  these  things  are  con- 
sidered, how  irresistible,  how  painful  is  the  conviction,  that  the 
number  of  our  young  men  who  are  disposed  to  consecrate  them- 
selves to  the  ministry,  is  very  small,  compared  with  what  it  should 
be. 

It  is  a  lamentable  and  somewhat  surprising  circumstance,  that, 
while  our  church  has  enjoyed  such  extensive  revivals  of  religion, 
while  she  has  drank  so  largely  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  while 
she  has  come  up  with  such  increasing  energy  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  in  all  those  enterprises  which  tend  to  the  salvation  of  a  lost 
world ;  she  should  notwithstanding,  have  remained  stationary  for  four- 
teen years  in  that  very  respect,  upon  which  her  efficiency  under  God 
depends,  more  than  upon  any  thing  else,  viz  : — in  the  number  of 
her  pious  youth  who  resort  to  her  fountain  of  instruction,  with  the 
viewofpreparingthemselves  for  the  gospel  ministry.  This  fact  appears 
from  the  annual  reports  rendered  to  Synod,  respecting  the  state  of 
the  seminary,  and  it  is  one  at  which  it  is  high  time  that  the  church 
should  look  with  deep  solicitude.  One  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
it,  is  too  obvious  to  be  passed  over  by  Synod  without  attracting  its 
special  notice,  viz  :  That  the  church  has  in  a  great  measure  neg- 
lected one  of  her  most  important  duties,  that  of  directing  the 
thoughts  and  feelings  of  her  pious  youth  to  the  claims  of  Christ  and 
perishing  souls  upon  them  in  the  gospel  ministry. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  and  as  we  are  warranted  to  do,  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  church,  from  the  experience  of  present  times,  and  es- 
pecially from  the  word  of  God,  that  the  preaching  of  the  gospel, 
by  a  living  ministry,  is  the  chief  of  all  the  instrumentalities  which 
God  designs  to  employ  in  the  salvation  of  the  world ;  we  cannot 
avoid  the  conclusion,  that  the  rearing  of  such  a  ministry  is  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  which  the  church  owes  to  herself  and  to 
her  exalted  head.  And  as  such  a  ministry,  properly  qualified,  cannot 
now  be  expected  in  a  miraculous  way,  as  our  church  wisely  requires 
such  qualifications  in  her  ministry,  as  can  only  be  acquired  by  a 
ong  and  thorough  course  of  training  ;  she  ought  not  only  to  have 
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provided  the  means  of  such  training,  but  to  have  sought  out  her 
pious  gifted  sons,  and  to  have  affectionately  and  earnestly  urged 
upon  them  the  importance  of  consecrating  their  lives  and  all  their 
gifts  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  the  gospel  ministry.  How  this  long 
neglected  duty  can  now  be  most  effectually  performed,  is  a  question 
which  the  board  would  commend  to  the  attention  of  Synod  as  one 
of  the  most  important  that  can  come  before  it. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  number  of  our  beneficia- 
ries at  New-Brunswick,  stating  that  the  annual  amount  of  their  ap- 
propriation is  very  inadequate  to  meet  their  necessary  expenses, 
that  they  are  consequently  subject  to  much  perplexing  embarrass- 
ment in  their  financial  concerns,  and  respectfully  petitioning  that 
the  appropriation  allowed  them  may  be  increased  :  in  reference  to 
which,  the  board  passed  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  apply  to  the  General  Synod  at  its 
next  meeting,  for  permission  to  place  its  beneficiaries  in  this 
respect,  upon  a  footing  with  those  on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

"  The  board  in  receiving  beneficiaries,  require  a  certificate  from 
the  church  to  which  the  applicant  belongs,  expressing  their  convic- 
tion of  his  promising  talents  and  piety,  and  also  certifying  his  indi- 
gence. But  if  the  applicant  appear  before  the  classis  within  whose 
bounds  he  resides,  and  after  a  personal  examination  by  them,  re- 
ceives their  recommendation  to  the  board,  such  recommendation 
will  be  deemed  sufficient,  without  the  personal  appearance  of  the 
applicant  before  the  board.  Semi-annual  certificates  from  the  in- 
structors, as  to  the  literary  proficiency  and  moral  and  religious 
standing  of  the  beneficiaries  are  required.  The  board  are  desirous 
that  the  classis  within  whose  bounds  the  beneficiaries  may  be  com- 
mencing their  elementary  studies,  should  take  special  direction  and 
supervision." 

The  amount  of  receipts,  as  will  appear  from  the  treasurer's  report 
accompanying  this,  is  $3,614  81,  and  the  expenditures  during  the 
year,  have  been  82,768,  leaving  a  balance  of  8846  81,  now  in  the 
treasury.  The  board  has  been  enabled  to  meet  all  its  obligations 
during  the  year,  though  not  without  occasional  embarrassment  and 
inability  to  fulfil  them  as  punctually  as  could  be  desired ;  and  al- 
though the  balance  now  in  the  treasury  is  somewhat  larger  than  it 
was  last  year,  yet  if  the  number  of  beneficiaries  should  continue  to 
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increase,  if  the  amount  appropriated  to  each  should  be  enlarged, 
and  if  the  present  derangement  of  business  should  continue  so 
seriously  to  affect  our  commercial  towns,  more  effort  will  need  lo  be 
made  in  the  agricultural  districts  of  our  church,  or  the  operations 
of  this  board  will  soon  become  embarrassed  :  nevertheless  confid- 
ing for  resources  in  him  whose  are  the  silver  and  the  gold,  it  is  fully 
determined  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  every  young  man,  who  pro- 
perly recommended,  may  seek  it. 

The  following  are  the  persons  whose  term  of  service  expires,  viz : 
John  Knox  D.  D.,  Mr.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Mr.  JohnD.  Keese. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  DUBOIS, 

Cor*  Sec'ry. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  votes,  it  appeared 
that  the  following  were  elected  :  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  John  D.  Keese. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 
That  this  branch  of  the  benevolent  operations  of  our  church  is 
in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  and  it  affords  us  just  reasons  for  enter- 
taining very  pleasing  hopes  relative  to  the  future  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  our  branch  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Christ. 

That  seven  scholarships  have  been  fully  endowed,  and  are  now 
productive  ;  and  the  eighth  is  in  the  course  of  being  completed.  It 
would,  no  doubt,  be  productive  of  much  benefit,  were  the  subject  of 
scholarships,  more  prominently  brought  into  view,  and  held  up  to 
the  friends  of  Zion,  who  are  willing  and  able  to  show  their  zeal  in 
the  holy  cause  of  education  and  the  ministry  of  Christ.  Were  the 
subject  respectfully  and  prudently  suggested  to  those  who  are  dis- 
posing of  their  temporalities,  no  doubt  can  bo  entertained  that  many 
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more  scholarships  might,  within  a  few  years,  be  endowed.  And 
what  a  delightful  thought  to  be  entertained  by  the  sincere  Christian 
and  ardent  lover  of  his  church, — that,  by  yielding  up  to  the  service 
of  that  God  from  whom  he  has  received  his  all,  a  portion  of  his  in- 
heritance, to  be  endowed  in  a  scholarship,  he  can,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  long  after  he  is  in  his  grave,  continually  be  sending  out  a 
succession  of  well  trained  pious  ministers  of  Jesus,  to  gather  in  souls 
to  the  Lord.  Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  ministers  and  the  el- 
ders of  our  church,  to  bring  prominently  into  view,  on  all  suitable 
occasions,  the  subject  of  theological  and  literary  scholarships  ;  and 
that  they  prudently  urge  it  on  those  of  their  flocks  and  personal 
friends,  to  remember  the  cause  of  God  when  disposing  of  their  tem- 
poral affairs  ;  and  impress  particularly  upon  them  the  duty  of  en- 
dowing scholarships  in  our  theological  institution. 

The  Board  of  Education  has,  at  present,  under  its  care,  forty 
hopeful  beneficiaries:  This,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  an  increase  of 
six  on  our  list  of  youth,  over  that  of  last  year,  seeking  the  holy  minis- 
try. But,  when  we  consider  that  even  of  this  number,  some,  perhaps 
many,  may  never  reach  the  arena  of  labor  and  usefulness  ;  when 
we  call  to  mind  our  numerous  and  pressing  demands  at  home,  and 
abroad ;  when  we  listen  with  painful  anxiety  to  the  cry  for  help, 
swelling  louder  and  louder  in  our  ears,  from  all  quarters,  how  ex. 
ceedingly  painful  is  it  to  us  all,  that  so  few  of  our  literary  and  in- 
genuous youth  are  coming  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord's  cause,  and 
the  salvation  of  immortal  souls ! 

It  was  of  course,  with  the  highest  feelings  of  delight  and  thank- 
fulness, to  the  King  of  Zion,  that  your  committee,  and  we  trust  all 
our  brethren,  heard,  the  other  morning,  the  detail  given  by  a  brother, 
of  the  truly  happy  and  highly  interesting  state  of  things  in  our  lite- 
rary institution  at  New-Brunswick.  Believing,  as  we  do,  that  this 
work  has  the  scriptural  marks  and  attributes  of  a  genuine  revival, 
under  the  love  and  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  cannot  but  indulge 
the  fond  hope,  while  we  humbly  pray  to  our  God  that  this  hope  may 
be  realized  by  his  grace,  that  many,  very  many  of  the  youth  now 
pursuing  their  literary  studies,  and  those  also  who  shall  succeed 
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them  in  our  college,  may  be  constrained  into  the  ministry,  by  their 
Master's  love.  May  the  gracious  Lord  of  his  church  mercifully 
grant  this  favor  to  our  beloved  Zion  !  Then  should  we  see  the 
waste  places  of  our  church  revive  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  Our 
Missionary  Boards  would  not  then  be  compelled  to  give  the  painful 
denial  of  a  servant  of  God,  to  those  who  send  the  heart-rending 
cry  to  them,  "Come  over  and  help  us."  And  our  Reformed 
Church,  no  longer  remaining  stationary,  as  we  have  done,  these 
fourteen  years,  in  point  of  numbers  of  our  iheological  students, 
shall  have  youth  in  abundance,  to  fill  our  vacancies,  to  meet  the 
demands  of  our  missionary  stations,  and  the  urgent  calls  of  the  far 
west,  and  also  to  carry  the  lamp  of  the  blessed  gospel  truth  far 
hence  into  heathen  lands ! 

Meantime,  while  we  labor  to  urge  our  people  to  sustain  and  in- 
crease the  funds  of  the  Education  Board,  by  liberal  donations  and 
scholarships,  we  would  urge  it  on  the  attention  of  all  the  friends  of 
Zion,  particularly  on  the  ministry,  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  seeking 
out  and  bringing  forward  hopefully  pious  and  gifted  youth  to  the 
patronage  of  our  Education  Board.  Were  each  one  of  the  pastors 
of  our  churches  to  adopt  the  resolution  that  he  will  seek  out  and 
bring  forward  within  a  year,  one  single  youth,  at  least,  what  a 
happy  increase  to  the  number  of  our  theological  candidates  might 
be  effected  in  a  brief  space  of  time ! 

And  he  who  will  sustain  the  ministry  to  the  end  of  all  time,  whose 
is  "  the  gold  and  the  silver,"  can  as  readily  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  means  to  carry  these  youth  through  their  course,  as  he  can  lead 
us  to  the  discovery  of  pious  and  gifted  youth.  He  who  needs  ser- 
vants in  his  holy  cause,  will  amply  give  us  the  means.  Be  it  our 
duty  to  urge  on  all  our  people  to  seek  both  of  these  needful  things 
from  his  holy  Providence  and  rich  grace  ;  and  surely  we  who  know 
and  feel  the  deeply  urgent  necessity  of  a  learned  as  well  as  a  pious 
ministry,  especially  in  these  trying  times  of  Zion,  need  not  much 
persuasion,  to  be  diligent  and  zealous  in  seeking  the  full  accom- 
plishment of  these  things.  Hence  you*  committee  would  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  earnestly  to  all  our  ministers, 
to  labor  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  pious  and  gifted  young  men, 
Vol.  V.  9 
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who  may  be  admitted  into  the  communion  of  their  respective 
churches,  a  deep  sense  of  the  duty  which  they  owe  their  Divine  Mas- 
ter, to  offer  themselves  for  the  gospel  ministry. 

They  would  also,  in  view  of  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  our  beneficiaries  in  clearing  their  way  by  the 
sum  allowed  to  each  of  them,  recommend  the  following  for  the 
adoption  of  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  authorized  to  ex- 
tend their  appropriations  to  their  beneficiaries,  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  in  such  cases  where  they  may  deem  it  necessary. 

Let  us  be  liberal  and  just,  and  devise  liberally  at  the  Master's 
hands  in  time  to  come.  He  who  has  said  the  gold  is  mine,  and  the 
silver  is  mine,  will  assuredly  open  the  hearts  of  his  people  liberally 
to  minister  to  our  wants,  when  we  humbly  and  zealously  press  on  in 
his  holy  cause  :  and  especially  when  we  spare  no  pains  to  aid  and 
bring  forward  every  young  man  who  comes  to  us  properly  re. 
commended,  to  solicit  the  patronage  of  the  board. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  recommend  to  our  churches  the  ob- 
servance of  the  last  Thursday  in  February,  as  a  day  of  prayer,  in 
behalf  of  colleges,  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented,  the  consideration  of 
which,  was  postponed  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  take  the  Sabbath  School 
Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  under  the  care  of  this 
Synod. 

ARTICLE     XIII. 
Rutgers    Collegei 

The  following  communication  from  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege was  received  : 

Resolved,  (unanimously,)  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Dr. 
Janeway,  Dr.  Knox,  C.  L.  Hardenburgh,  and  Dr.  Charles  Smith, 
be  appointed  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  General  Synod,  and  urge 
the  concurrence  of  Synod  in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  this  board 


JUNE,  1837.  67 

in  relation  to  a  modification  of  the  union  subsisting  between  this 
Synod  and  General  Synod. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  April  4th,  1837. 

THOS.  HARDENBURGH,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  mentioned  in  the  above  extract 
be  accredited.  Whereupon  the  Rev.  Dr.  Janeway  read  before 
Synod  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  relation  to  a 
modification  of  the  union  subsisting  between  this  Synod  and  said 
board. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  communication  be  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.D., 
Isaac  Ferris  D.D.,  and  Philip  Duryee,  D.D.,  and  the  Elders  Cor- 
nelius L.  Hardenburgh  and  Sevreyn  Bruyn. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted  unani- 
mously, and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  communication  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  ;  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  confer  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  on  the  subject  of  a  modification  of  the  con- 
nexion existing  between  the  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary, 
beg  leave,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  matters  referred  to 
them  ;  and  after  having  had  a  conference  with  a  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  respectfully  report : 

That  this  whole  business  seems  to  have  originated  in  an  appre- 
hension, entertained  by  the  Synod  of  1836,  that  their  theological 
professors,  and  their  institutions  in  New-Brunswick,  were  suffering 
under  the  amount  of  labor  required  at  the  hands  of  the  theological 
professors  in  the  literary  institution. 

The  committee  of  last  year's  Synod,  appointed  to  inquire  into 
this  matter,  have  stated  in  their  report,  after  a  careful  investigation, 
and  after  having  had  a  conference  with  a  committee  of  the  trustees, 
that  "  they  have  found  that  the  amount  of  time  and  labor  required 
of  your  professors  in  their  academic  instructions,  is  much  less  than 
what  they  had  apprehended."  And  they  add  that  "  the  professors 
are  far  from  complaining,  or  even  being  sensible  of  any  burden  in 
their  additional  labors." 
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The  trustees,  however,  in  their  communication,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  your  committee,  have  expressed  their  entire  willingness, 
upon  certain  distinctly  specified  terms,  to  meet  the  General  Synod 
in  the  proposed  modification  of  the  existing  covenant  between 
them,  and  mutually  binding  on  them,  in  a  way  they  may  deem  prac- 
ticable ;  and  that  may  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  literary  and 
theological  institutions  of  our  church. 

After  a  close  and  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  your 
committee  are  deliberately  of  the  opinion,  that  the  existing  arrange- 
ments entered  into,  between  the  General  Synod  and  the  Trustees  of 
Rutgers  College,  have  hitherto  operated  successfully,  and  benefi- 
cially ;  that,  as  the  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary  are  pe- 
culiarly  the  institutions  of  our  own  church,  they  claim  the  entire 
confidence  and  support  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

We  do  not,  indeed,  consider  our  plans  for  the  perfection  of  our 
college  yet  completed  ;  we  wish  to  have  an  additional  number  of 
professors  to  our  present  faculty  ;  but  we  are  willing  to  compare 
our  literary  faculty  with  any  other  faculty  of  the  same  number  ; 
and  our  literary  institution  with  any  other  in  our  land,  of  the  same 
age.  We  can  point,  with  emotions  of  gratitude  to  God,  to  the 
graduates  of  our  own  college,  who  are  among  us  in  the  ministry ; 
and  who  are  in  other  churches,  and  in  the  learned  professions. 
These  are  the  fruits  of  our  institution,  under  its  present  regula- 
tions ;  the  first  ripe  fruits  of  the  faithful  and  successful  instructions 
of  our  able  and  laborious  professors.  We  can  honestly  say,  that, 
for  literary  attainments,  mental  discipline,  sound  morals  and  piety, 
they  can  be  compared  with  the  graduates  of  any  college  in  our 
land,  without  suffering  in  the  comparison.  And  no  one  can  deny 
this  fact  without  injuring  some  of  the  most  distinguished  young 
ministers  of  our  church,  and  eminent  young  professional  men  in 
different  ranks  of  social  life  ! 

Your  committee  do,  indeed,  distinctly  declare  their  persuasion, 
that  with  more  ample,  endowments,  and  thence  with  additional  pro- 
fessors, your  college  could  be  carried  forward  to  occupy  a 
higher  and  still  more  prominent  eminence  before  the  public.  There 
is  only  one  opinion  among  us  all  on  this  matter.  We  all  do  look 
forward  to  the  day  when  our  plans  of  instruction  will  be  fully  real- 
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ized,  under  the  administration  of  additional  professors  in  the  diffe- 
rent departments  of  literature,  and  a  distinct  President.  And  thus, 
side  by  side,  with  the  other  distinguished  literary  institutions  of  the 
day,  around  us,  we  can,  as  a  religious  denomination,  take  a  position 
as  high,  as  honorable,  and  as  eminent  in  literature  as  any  in  our 
land.  All  this  we  look  forward  to  in  a  tender  yet  confident  reliance 
on  our  God,  the  God  of  our  fathers. 

But  this  cannot  be  done  without  more  ample  funds.  And  no  pe- 
riod of  our  history  has  been  more  unpropitious  than  the  present,  to 
raise  these  necessary  funds.  The  thing  cannot  be  done  either  by 
the  trustees,  or  by  this  Synod.  Hence  we  must  go  on,  under  the 
present  arrangement,  and  wait  for  happier  days,  which,  no  doubt, 
by  the  returning  smiles  of  Almighty  God,  will  soon  again  revisit  our 
land. 

And  there  is  a  striking  indication  of  heaven  to  follow  in  this 
course.  The  present  frowns  of  God  on  us  paralyze  almost  all  pe- 
cuniary efforts.  But  there  is  another  interesting  indication  of  God's 
will  touching  this  matter ;  and  we  must  not,  we  cannot,  be  so  un- 
grateful as  to  pass  it  by  unnoticed.  Our  Divine  Master  has  been 
pouring  down  his  Holy  Spirit  on  our  favored  literary  institution. 
God  is  even  now  sealing  the  tokens  of  his  gracious  presence  with 
the  instructors  and  the  pupils  of  our  college,  for  which  so  many 
prayers  have  been  offered  throughout  our  Reformed  Church.  And 
while  we  have  been  mournfully  inquiring  why  so  few  pious  youth 
have  hitherto  come  forth  from  these  institutions,  to  the  service  of 
God,  in  the  ministry,  God  has  been  taking  away  the  reproach,  and 
he  is  increasing  our  pious  youth  like  a  flock  ;  who,  we  trust,  will 
be  constrained,  by  the  love  of  Christ,  into  the  holy  ministry. 

In  fine,  your  committee  are  deliberately  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
is  wanting  to  make  our  college  and  school  of  the  prophets  to 
flourish,  under  God,  and  abound  with  hopeful  youth,  but  the  prayer- 
ful, cordial,  united,  and  persevering  co-operation  of  all  our  minis- 
ters, and  elders,  and  churches,  coming  up,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  as 
a  band  of  loving  and  affectionate  brethren. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  your  committee  would  ear- 
nestly recommend,  for  adoption,  the  following  : 
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1.  Resolved,  That  the  existing  arrangement  between  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  ought  to  be,  and 
hereby  is,  left  unaltered  and  unmodified,  for  the  present. 

2,  Resolved,  That  the  Synod,  expressing  their  confidence  in 
the  zeal,  ability,  and  untiring  diligence  of  the  faculties  of  their 
literary  and  theological  institutions,  do  earnestly  recommend  these 
institutions,  founded  in  many  prayers,  and  toils,  and  sacrifices,  to 
the  undivided  and  affectionate  patronage  of  all  our  ministers,  and 
of  all  our  churches. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  Rutgers 
College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College  presents  the  following  state- 
ment, for  the  information  of  the  Synod. 

The  following  young  men  have  been  aided  from  the  interest 
arising  from  the  funds  in  his  hands,  from  1st  April,  1836,  to  1st 
April,  1837,  viz  : 

Van  Benschoten  Fund. 


A.  C.  Milspaugh, 
G.  E.  Hand, 

$120 
120 

A.  Elmendorf, 
W.  E.  Turner, 

120 
120 

F.  T.  Drake, 

120 

J.  T.  Demarest, 

150 

C.  Spalding, 
G.  P.  M'xMyer, 
E.  Whitaker, 

90 
90 
90 

E.  Wilson, 

30 

W.  Reiley,      . 
D.  Michael,     . 

30 
30 

P.  J.  Quick, 

30 

$1,140 
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Knox  Fund. 


830 

90 

$120 

$19,680  00 

681 

42 

1,206 

30 

2,000 

00 

47 

86 

120 

00 

J.  Watson, 
R.  Willis, 


All  at  the  rate  of  $120  per  annum. 

The  Van  Benschoten  fund,  April  1st,  1837, 
Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer,  April  1st,  1837, 

Of  this  balance,  $300  is  principal. 
Interest  due  May  1st,  1837,  

Knox  fund,  April  1st,  1837, 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer,  April  1st,  1837,  . 

Interest  due  May  1st,  1837,  .... 

There  will  remain  nine  young  men  on  the  funds,  after  com- 
mencement, viz :  JViilspaugh,  Hand,  Elmendorf,  Turner,  Spalding, 
M'Myer,  Whitaker,  Drake  and  Willis. 

P.  SPADER,  Treasurer. 

New.Brunswick,  May  1st,  1837. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Rutgers  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College  respectfully 
present  their  annual  report. 

From  the  report  of  the  faculty  of  the  college  to  this  board,  it 
appears  "  that  the  number  of  students  on  the  college-roll,  for  the 
current  year,  is  66 — viz  :  22  seniors,  20  juniors,  14  sophomores,  and 
10  freshmen.  Of  these,  two  are  absent  by  permission,  in  conse- 
quence of  ill  health  ;  three  are  absent  without  permission  ;  and  two 
have  been  dismissed  since  the  first  instant — one  by  reason  of  ill- 
health,  the  other  to  go  with  his  family  to  Europe.  The  number, 
therefore,  in  attendance  at  present,  is  59  :  a  large  proportion  of  this 
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number  is  composed  of  young  men  arrived  at  an  age  at  which  they 
can  appreciate  the  value  of  their  time  and  advantages,  and  who 
demonstrate  its  appreciation  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  their 
studies.  The  faculty  state,  with  gratitude  to  God,  that  general 
health  has  prevailed  in  the  institution,  and  that  the  general  good 
order  of  the  college  has  been  such  that  they  have  not  been  called 
during  the  past  year  to  inflict,  in  any  one  instance,  either  of  the 
higher  degrees  of  discipline."  The  faculty  also  state,  "  that  a 
serious  attention  to  divine  things,  originally  existing  in  the  silent 
concern  of  a  few  individuals,  has  recently  spread  so  as  to  pervade 
the  institution.  The  professors,  beside  private  interviews,  have, 
for  some  time  past,  at  the  request  of  the  students,  met  them,  in  turn, 
at  a  daily,  well  ordered  and  well  attended  prayer-meeting,  in  the 
college  library.  Few  of  their  number,  if  any,  appear  to  be  wholly 
unaffected.  Convictions,  too,  in  some  instances,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge,  are  deep  and  solemn.  They  appear  to  be  under  the  influence 
of  a  spirit  of  love,  and  to  be  much  bound  to  and  concerned  for 
each  other.  There  has  thus  far,  we  believe,  been  no  drawing 
asunder,  no  appearance  of  unhallowed  disputation,  dissension,  or 
extravagance,  and  we  do  hope,  from  the  aspect  of  the  work  thus 
far,  that  it  is  real  ;  that  it  has  commenced  in  answer  to  the  prayer 
of  the  church,  and  that  it  will  be  attended  with  happy  effects,  both 
to  themselves  and  to  this  community.  The  Bible,  Missionary,  and 
Temperance  Societies  of  the  college,  as  well  as  the  prayer-meet- 
ing of  the  students,  are  still  in  operation."  The  faculty,  in  their 
report,  further  observe,  "  It  has  become  a  matter  of  grave  inquiry, 
why  there  are  not  more  students  in  the  institution  ?  This  faculty  is 
not  conscious  of  any  diminution  of  zeal,  or  efficiency,  on  their  part. 
The  causes  of  it  must  be  traced  to  a  variety  of  circumstances  over 
which  they  had  and  could  have  no  control.  As  it  is  presumed  that 
these  causes  are  sufficiently  manifest  to  the  Board  of  Superintend- 
ents, we  forbear  (say  they)  to  offer  any  further  remarks  upon  the 
subject." 

Professor  Beck,  having  accepted  an  appointment  to  make  geo- 
logical surveys,  in  the  state  of  New- York,  Dr.  Gale,  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  has  been  employed  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on 
chemistry,  to  the  senior  and  junior  classes.     He  has  also  kindly 
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volunteered  to  deliver,  gratuitously,  a  course  of  public  lectures  on 
geology,  in  the  college  charjel. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  the  institution,  under  the  more  imme- 
diate superintendence  of  the  undersigned,  has  continued  to  prosper 
since  we  last  made  our  report  to  the  General  Synod.  The  benefits 
of  a  liberal  education,  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  are,  we  believe,  dis- 
pensed as  extensively  in  this  institution  as  in  any  other  in  the  land. 
Instruction  is  administered  both  ably  and  faithfully  ;  in  a  manner  to 
make  of  the  youth  good  scholars  and  useful  men.  Yet  it  is  asked, 
and  not  without  reason,  why  are  there  not  more  students  in  the  col- 
lege ?  We  speak  with  all  due  respect  for  the  members  composing 
the  General  Synod,  but  not  without  a  just  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  we  ourselves  feel,  when  we  say  we  believe  it  to  be  chief- 
ly because  the  college  does  not  receive  the  cordial  support  of  the 
churches  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  persuasion.  Why  else  is  it  that 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  graduates  of  this  institution  are  to  be  found 
from  among  other  denominations. 

Rutgers  College,  admirably  situated  as  it  is,  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation, with  a  learned  and  well  appointed  faculty,  and  with  large 
endowments,  does  not  send  abroad  annually,  into  the  ranks  of 
science,  as  many  young  men,  as  under  the  circumstances  she  ought 
to  send.  We  say  this  without  fear,  because  we  wish  to  wake  up 
public  attention  to  the  advantages  presented  by  this  seat  of  learn- 
ing, and  because  we  believe,  that  if  long  nurtured  prejudices  and 
jealousies  could  be  made  to  bow  before  a  more  generous  and  con- 
fiding spirit,  this  college  would  soon  stand  high,  in  point  of  numbers, 
as  she  does  already  stand,  in  name,  among  her  sister  institutions. 
The  Synod  will  recollect  the  provision  proposed  to  be  made  for 
the  permanent  support  of  the  professorship  of  chemistry  has  not 
yet  been  realized.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  popular  branch  of 
education  should  not  be  neglected. 

CHAS.  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  B.  HOW, 
C.  L.  HARDENBERGH, 
AB'M  VAN  NEST, 
JOHN  KNOX. 

New-Brunswick,  6th  June,  1837. 
Vol.  V.  10 
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Certain  bills  were  presented  in  behalf  of  the  treasurer  of  Rut- 
gers  College,  for  repairs  to  the  college,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  our  churches,  in  the 
concert  exercises  of  the  first  Monday  in  July,  to  remember,  with 
prayer  and  thanksgiving,  our  institutions  at  New-Brunswick,  in  their 
present  interesting  state. 

ARTICLE    XIV. 

Professorate. 

The  committee  on  the  professorate  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers 
College,  and  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod, 
have  been  submitted  to  your  committee. 

Theological  Seminary.  The  number  of  students  in  the  semi- 
nary  at  the  date  of  the  report  of  the  superintendents,  was  twenty 
three.  Since  then,  we  understand  the  number  of  the  new  junior 
class  has  just  supplied  that  of  the  last  graduating  class.  The  su- 
perintendents bear  testimony  to  the  satisfactory  proficiency  and 
promising  character  of  the  students,  and  also  to  the  diligence,  zeal, 
and  ability,  with  which  the  duties  of  the  professors  are  discharged. 
We  still  must  lament  that  the  number  of  our  theological  students 
remains  stationary,  while  the  claims  from  our  domestic  wants  and 
the  foreign  missionary  service  are  increasing.  The  inquiry  "  why 
have  we  not  more  students,"  is  one  which  the  whole  church  should 
carry  to  the  throne  of  grace  with  united  fervent  prayer,  and  seek  to 
find  its  answer  by  diligently  laboring  to  call  forth  and  lead  on  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  the  young  men  of  talents  and  piety  in  the 
midst  of  her.  It  is  hoped  that  our  churches  will  pay  more  earnest 
and  careful  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  General  Synod,  in  reference 
to  the  cause  of  education,  at  the  sessions  of  the  two  last  years. 
The  recent  outpouring  of  the  spirit  on  our  literary  institution,  ex- 


JUNE,  1837.  75 

tending  to  a  large  proportion  of  its  numbers,  and  to  all  human  view 
very  distinctively  and  satisfactorily  marked,  is  an  event  calling  for 
our  warmest  gratitude,  and  most  encouraging  to  our  faith  and  hope. 
It  has  thus  become  according  to  the  prayerful  design  on  which  it 
was  founded,  a  nursery  to  our  seminary  and  our  church. 

Rutgers  College.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
of  Rutgers  College,  states  that  the  number  of  students  in  the  four 
classes  now  on  the  roll,  is  sixty-six,  and  that  fifty-nine  are  now  in 
actual  attendance,  who  are  represented  as  sustaining  a  highly  re- 
spectable character  and  standing.  The  college  is  now  in  a  most 
interesting  state,  on  account  of  the  extended  work  of  grace  in  the 
midst  of  it.  The  statement  of  the  professsors  of  the  college  to  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  and  the  concurring  accounts  which  the 
Synod  have  received  during  the  session,  represent  it  as  one  of 
peculiar  interest,  and  furnishing  the  most  cheering  promise  of  the 
fruit  which  shall  be  gathered  from  it.  With  such  results,  it  cannot 
but  exert  a  most  happy  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  present 
and  continued  welfare  of  the  college.  Thus  the  fountain  becomes 
seasoned  with  salt,  the  savour  of  which  cannot  soon  be  lost.  The 
college  so  long  the  object  of  counsel,  and  prayer,  and  labor  for  its 
organization  and  endowment,  has  the  strongest  claims  upon  the 
affectionate  regard  and  united  efficient  co-operation  of  all  our 
churches.  We  believe  that  it  possesses  advantages  of  a  high 
order  for  pursuing  a  literary  course,  and  that  every  young  man  in 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  designing  to  pursue  such  a  course, 
should  place  himself  under  its  auspices.  We  are  happy  to  find  from 
the  deliberations  and  decisions  of  the  Synod  already  made  at  its- 
present  session,  that  a  spirit  exists  which  will  prompt  such  efforts 
as  must  efficiently  tend  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  college. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  advert  again  to  the  want  of  an  en- 
dowment of  a  professorship  of  chemistry,  and  the  importance  of 
raising  means  for  such  endowment.  The  General  Synod  at  the 
two  last  sessions  recommended  such  a  measure  to  the  patronage  of 
the  churches 4  The  committee  recommend  to  the  Synod  to  renew 
their  resolution  of  1835. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  friends  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  to  aid  the  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by 
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the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  for  establishing  a  permanent  en- 
dowment for  the  professorship  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History. 

Board  of  Corporation.  The  annual  digest,  the  treasurer's 
account,  and  the  list  of  securities,  satisfactorily  exhibit  the  care  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  financial  interests  are  conducted  by  the 
Board  of  Corporation. 

The  board  state  that  a  proposition  has  been  made  by  Abraham 
Varick,  Esq.  to  cause  the  claim  against  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
at  Utica,  for  six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  cancelled,  by  substituting 
for  it,  the  bond  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  New- 
York,  for  four  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr.  Varick's  own  bond  for  two 
thousand  dollars,  but  that  they  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
make  this  arrangement,  their  investments  being  all  on  bond  and 
mortgage,  and  therefore  ask  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  the  case. 
Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  particular  circumstances  of  this 
case,  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  authorized  to  dispense  with  the 
rule  requiring  a  mortgage  in  the  investment  of  funds,  and  accept 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Varick. 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  shows  that  there  is  a  considerable 
delinquency  by  many  of  the  Classes,  in  the  payment  for  the  Minutes 
of  General  Synod.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the  stated 
clerk  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  respective  classes  thus  delin- 
quent, the  amounts  due  by  them  on  this  account. 

It  has  been  intimated  to  this  committee,  that  there  is  not  in  the 
present  by-laws  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  enacted  by  General 
Synod,  any  power  vested  in  them  to  fill  up  their  own  vacancies. 
The  following  resolution  is  recommended  to  the  General  Synod  for 
adoption. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  authorized  to  fill 
any  vacancies  in  their  own  board  which  may  occur,  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

Beneficiaries  on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  Mr.  David 
Leroy  is  recommended  by  the  Classis  of  Ulster  to  the  General 
Synod,  to  receive  aid  from  the  Van  Benschoten  fund. 
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John  Watson  was  placed  on  the  Van  Bensehoten  fund  by  the  re- 
commendation of  General  Synod  in  1835.  He  some  time  since 
left  the  college,  by  permission  of  the  faculty  ;  during  his  absence 
another  beneficiary  was  placed  in  his  stead  on  the  funds.  Since 
his  return,  he  has  been  aided  by  the  Education  Board.  Your  com- 
mittee deem  it  proper  that  his  name  should  again  be  placed  on  the 
list  recommended  to  the  trustees. 

Severenus  Seber,  Jr.,  is  recommended  by  the  Classis  of  Schoharie 
to  receive  aid  from  the  education  fund. 

The  following  resolution  is  recommended. 

Resolved,  That  John  Watson,  David  Leroy,  Severenus  Seber, 
Jr.,  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College  for  aid 
from  the  Van  Renschoten  fund,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named, 
and  that  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  vacancies  should  not  exist, 
those  not  received,  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Resolved,  That 
the  committee  appointed  in  1835,  consisting  of  Rev.  John  Knox, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Mancius  S.  Button,  Rev.  Samuel  B.  How,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  Rev.  Henry 
Mandeville,  be  continued,  whose  office  it  shall  be  to  solicit  either 
collectively  or  individually,  contributions  in  books  or  in  money,  for 
the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  library  of  our  seminary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  DEWITT,  Chairman. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  The 
following  persons  who  had  been  nominated  by  the  respective  Classes 
were  appointed. 

Rev.  Herman  Vedder,  for  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  James  B.  Hardenburgh,  removed  to  the  Classis 
of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  for  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  in  the  place 
of  the  Rev.  James  Romeyn,  removed  to  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  Edwin  Holmes,  for  the  Classis  of  Albany,  in  the  place  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Bronk,  deceased. 
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Rev.  James  Romeyn,  for  the  Classis  of  Greene,  in  the  place  of 
the  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  removed  to  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  will  always  be  gratified  by  enjoying 
the  attendance  of  the  professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  at 
the  sessions  of  Synod,  whenever  their  professional  duties  will 
permit. 

Resolved,  That  if  at  any  time  any  vacancy  should  exist  on  the 
Van  Benschoten  fund,  and  there  should  be  no  remaining  names  on 
the  list  specifically  recommended  by  General  Synod,  that  in  such 
case  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  be  authorized  to 
select  any  name  from  the  beneficiaries  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  solicit 
subscriptions  in  books  and  money ,  for  the  library  of  the  Theological 
College. 

The  undersigned,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by  Synod 
to  solicit  donations  in  books  and  in  money,  for  the  increase  of  the 
Theological  Library,  respectfully  reports,  that  he  has  received  at 
different  times,  from  friends  of  the  church,  donations  in  books, 
which  were  acknowledged  as  they  came  to  hand,  in  the  Christian 
Intelligencer,  and  immediately  transmitted  to  President  Milledoler, 
by  whom  they  have  been  placed  in  the  library  ;  the  donor's  name 
being  inserted  in  each  volume. 

The  original  list  of  these  contributions  has  been  mislaid.  The 
following  however,  is  believed  to  be  nearly,  if  not  entirely  complete 
and  correct. 


i  Mr.  John  Limberger, 

Witsius  on  the  Covenants, 

. 

3  volumes, 

Baxter's  Works, 

. 

.      2         do 

Brown's  History  of  Messiah,     . 

. 

.       2         do 

Home  on  the  Psalms, 

. 

.       1         do 

Fisher's  Spring  Day, 

• 

.       1         do 
9  vols, 
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From  the  Misses  Periam, 

Witsius  on  the  Covenants, 
Harvey's  Works,     . 
Magee  on  the  Atonement, 

From  the  Misses  Halsted, 

M'Leod  on  the  Revelation, 
M'Ewen  on  the  Types, 
Deep  Things  of  God, 

From  Jacob  P.  Roome, 

The  works  of  Rev.  Dr.  Mason, 


From  the  ladies  of  the  Female  Tract  Association 
legiate  Dutch  Church  of  New-York. 
Bound  volumes  of  Tracts, 
Evangelical  Family  Library, 
Young  Christian, 
History  of  Jonah,     . 
Mother  at  Home, 
Life  of  Harlan  Page, 
Essays  to  do  Good, 
Youth's  Book  on  Natural  Theology 


From  Rev.  Philip  Duryee,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Owen's  Sermons  and  Tracts, 

Beza  on  the  Nov.  Test.     . 

Vitringa  on  the  Romans. 

Pareus  Com'y.   on  Galat. 

Vitringa  on  the  Parables, 

Witsius  on  the  Creed  and  Lord's  Prayer, 


Making  in  all,  fifty-seven  volumes. 

The  committee  have  also  received  from  a  deacon  of  the  Collegiate 
Church,  in  cash,  fifty  cents.     They  have  moreover  been  informed 


3  volume. 

1 

do  4  to. 

1 

do 

-  5  vols. 

1  volume. 

1 

do 

1 

do 

-  3  vols. 

4  volumes. 

-  4  vols. 

on  of  the  Col- 

10  volumes. 

12 

do 

1 

do 

2 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

-  29  vols. 

1  vol.  folio. 

2 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

1 

do 

-  7  vols. 

Nothing  occurred. 
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by  other  friends  of  our  institutions,  that  they  have  books  to  bestow- 
as  soon  as  opportunity  for  forwarding  them  shall  occur.  These 
and  all  other  donations,  will  be  acknowledged  when  received,  and 
hereafter  reported  to  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KNOX,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

Students  in  Theology, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

Church  Visitation. 

ARTICLE    XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 

ARTICLE    XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  accompanied  with  the  translation  of 
a  letter  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  submitted  his 
annual  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions,  The  following  statement  accompanying  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  published. 

The  above  report  shows  the  receipts  from  June  1st,  1836, 

to  June  1st,  1837,  $7665  03 


Nothing  occurred. 


Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

Do. 

do. 

$7665  03 

413 

32 

80 

00 

$8158  35 

2106 

12 

3848 

80 

3584 

33 

7636 

16 

7665 

03 

24,840  44 
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Brought  over,  .... 

Balance  from  last  year,  a 

Amount  paid  by  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  mistake, 

intended  for  domestic  missions, 

Total,  .... 

Amount  received  from  Dec.  1,  1832,  to  June  1,  1833, 
June  1,  1833,  to  June  6,  1834, 
June  6,  1834,  to  June  1,  1835, 
June  1,  1835,  to  June  1,  1836, 
June  1,  1836,  to  June  1,  1837, 

Total  amount  received  in  four  and  a  half  years, 

On  the  20th  of  May  last,  your  treasurer  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
H.  Hill,  treasurer  of  the  American  Board,  to  know  from  him  what 
were  the  expenses  of  our  foreign  missionaries  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  in  reply  received  the  following  answer  : 

Boston,  May  23,  1837. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  received  your  favor  of  the  20th  inst. 
and  find  that  the  sums  paid  have  been  as  follows  : 

1835,  July  31.  To  Rev.  David  Abeel,  for  services  as  agent 

and  travelling  expenses,  366  79 

1836,  July  31.  Do.  do.  do.  1180  93 

"  For  mission  to  Java,  as  per  27th  Annual  Re- 
port, page  120,  remittance,  purchases, 
&c.  577  44 

Outfit  and  expenses  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Nevius,  1221  00 

Do.         do.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ennis,  1206  00 

Do.         do.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young- 

[blood,  1028  48 

Do.         do.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doty,     1182  50 

Do.         do.     Miss  Condict,  247  00 


Carried  forward,  5462  42 

Vol.  V.  11 
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Brought  forward,  85462  42 

Passage  of  the  above-named  indi- 
viduals to  Batavia,  2025  00 

7487  42 

1837,  May  23.  Paid  Mr.  Abeel,  .  .  1113  25 

Remitted  for  expenses  of  missionaries  to 

Java,  .  .  .  4695  15 

Paid  Mr.  Thompson,  missionary,  400  00 

Paid  Mr.  Waring,  do.  .  750  00 

$15,993  54 
Yours  very  truly, 

H.  HILL,  Jr. 
W.  R.  Thompson,  New-  York, 

In  addition  to  the  above  our  board  paid  Mr.  Ennis,  for 
three  months  salary,  as  agent,  (see  Amer.  Board  Ann. 
Report,  page  122,)  105  00 

Also  to  Rev.  F.  B.  Thompson,  not  included  in  the  above 
letter,  to  June  1,  1837,  363  46 


$16,462  00 


Our  board,  at  a  meeting  some  time  since,  resolved  that  we  would 
pay  the  expenses  of  Dr.  Scudder,  in  Ceylon,  and  adopt  him  as  one 
of  our  missionaries.  The  Synod  will  see,  by  the  foregoing  letter, 
that  the  American  Board  has  not  included  his  expenses,  and  that 
we  have  come  short  of  the  amount  required  for  the  others  for  the 
last  two  years,  of  more  than  eleven  hundred  dollars. 

The  receipts  in  our  treasury,  for  the  last  four  years  and  a  half 
up  to  the  1st  June,  1837,  were  $24,840  44 

The  American  Board  have  paid  to  our  missionaries,  for  the  last 
two  years,  ending  June  1st,  1837,  $16,462  00 

The  amount  received  for  the  last  two  years,  ending  June  1, 
1837,  $15,301  19 


W.  R.  THOMPSON,  Treasurer. 
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The  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  was  received,  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod  was  received  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  have  ex- 
pired.  On  counting  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  the  following  per- 
sons were  elected  : — 

Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Jacob  Brodhead,  D.D.,  George 
Dubois,  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  and  Mr.  William  R.  Thompson. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the 
ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected  : 

Rev.  George  Dubois,  Peter  Labagh,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Wil- 
liam C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  Walter  Bicker,  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  G.  W.  Mentz,  Leonard  W.  Kip,  Isaac  Young,  William 
Mandeville,  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  and  Abraham  Suydam. 

Mr.  James  Van  Antwerp  was  elected  for  one  year,  in  the  place 
of  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.,  deceased. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.D.  preached  the  annual  mis- 
sionary sermon  before  Synod,  (from  Matt.  xxiv.  12.)  in  the  Middle 
Dutch  Church,  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  opening 
of  the  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num. 
ber  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  an  individual  to  preach  the  an- 
nual missionary  sermon,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight  was  chosen  primarius,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  secundus. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have 
examined  with  considerable  care  the  several  documents  committed 
to  them,  and  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Synod,  the  following 
subjects  therein  contained;  viz  :  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions, 
and  a  friendly  correspondence  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Neth- 
erlands Missionary  Society  to  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Re- 
formed  Dutch  Church  in  North  America. 

In  relation  to  Domestic  Missions,  the  board  have  made  appropria- 
tions during  the  past  year,  to  the  following  churches,  viz.  Newark, 
Williamsburgh,  Jersey-City,  Albany,  Ashokan,  Chittenango, 
Kewburgh,  Hudson,  Brooklyn,  Oyster  Bay,  Canajoharie, 
Tyoshoke,  Mount  Pleasant,  Bellona,  Cato,  Dashville,  Prince- 
town,  Fort  Plam,  Blooming  dale,  Westerlo,  Caroline,  Clove, 
and  Lysander,  being  in  all,  twenty-three. 

The  amount  of  appropriations,  including  that  of  the  missionaries 
of  Brooklyn  and  Cicero,  is  $4,195,  while  the  total  receipts  during 
the  year,  into  the  missionary  treasury,  have  been  $4,041  36,  which 
added  to  the  balance  of  810  41,  of  last  year,  makes  $4,051  77, 
thus  making  a  deficiency  in  the  treasury  of  $143  .r53,  and  present- 
ing a  loud  call  upon  our  churches  for  renewed  and  yet  stronger 
exertions  in  behalf  of  this  good  cause.  The  board  report  that  they 
have  only  two  missionaries,  properly  speaking,  under  their  care, 
viz  :  Rev.  Mr.  Garretson,  who  is  laboring  at  Brooklyn,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Evans,  at  Cicero,  a  very  promising  field  for  missionary  labor. 
The  former  of  whom  states,  that  he  has  been  much  encouraged  in 
his  undertaking  by  the  solemn  and  cheering  conviction  that  he  who 
has  directed  us  to  this  field  of  labor  has  been  with  us.  His  pre- 
sence has  been  realized  in  the  spiritual  enjoyment  of  his  people 
since  our  operations  commenced,  and  we  think  we  can  truly  and 
emphatically  say,  "  Hitherto  has  the  Lord  helped  us,'5  and  we 
would  bless  and  praise  his  name,  for  all  that  has  been  done. 

In  most  of  the  churches,  assisted  by  the  board,  the  state  of  reli- 
gion is  not  as  prosperous  as  desirable,  but  in  all  there  appears  to  be 
a  good  spirit,  and  a  desire  to  go  forward  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ; 
yet  your  committee  would  particularly  notice  the  church  at  Cato, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman,  which  is  now 
experiencing,  as  he  states,  the  refreshing  dews  of  heaven.     Under 
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date  of  April  19th,  Mr.  Hoffman  reports,  that  between  twenty  and 
thirty  have  been  hopefully  converted. 

The  board  report  that  a  certificate  for  honorary  members  of  this 
board,  has  been  prepared  at  a  considerable  expense,  to  be  struck 
from  a  copper-plate,  with  a  beautiful  device.  This  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  an  inducement  for  churches  to  make  their  respective  ministers 
members,  and  for  liberal  individuals  to  constitute  themselves  such. 
The  board  have  considered  it  expedient  to  recommend  to  the  Synod 
to  resolve  that  fifty  dollars  instead  of  thirty,  should  be  necessary  to 
constitute  a  person  an  honorary  member  of  this  board.  They  like- 
wise recommend  that  the  annual  meetings  of  institutions  connected 
with  our  church,  usually  held  during  the  session  of  Synod,  be  held 
in  the  Franklin  street  church.  Your  committee  would  propose  a 
compliance  with  the  above  recommendations. 

From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  your  com- 
mitttee  learn  that  the  missionary  brethren  and  sisters  who,  at  the 
date  of  the  last  report  of  the  board,  were  about  to  receive  their 
instructions,  and  embark  for  Java,  left  New-York  on  the  7th  of 
June  last.  The  farewell  meeting  was  held,  in  the  Middle  Dutch 
Church,  on  the  30th  of  May,  when  the  instructions  were  given  by  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  American  Board,  and  a  charge  delivered 
by  the  corresponding  secretary  of  Synod's  Board,  with  other  ap- 
propriate exercises.  It  was  a  season  of  great  solemnity  and 
of  tender  interest.  The  missionaries  reached  their  place  of  destina- 
tion, on  the  15th  of  September,  in  safety  and  in  health,  and  were 
met  on  their  arrival,  with  the  warmest  Christian  affection,  by  the 
missionaries  then  at  Batavia,  and  very  politely  by  the  American 
Consul,  and  others  there  ,*  and  arrangements  were  soon  made  for 
their  accommodation  and  residence.  From  the  latest  accounts, 
dated  December  1836,  information  had  been  received  from  the 
Dutch  Government,  giving  their  sanction  to  the  same.  In  addition 
to  the  missionaries  already  sent  out,  your  committee  are  gratified 
to  learn  that  the  board  have  made  arrangements  for  securing  the 
services  of  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Thompson  and  wife,  and  the  Rev.  Hart 
E.  Waring  and  wife,  who  were  expected  to  depart  as  missionaries 
to  a  foreign  field,  about  the  1st  of  July,  inst.,  together  with  three 
others,  engaged  by  the  American  Board.  But  the  recent  difficul- 
ties in  pecuniary  matters,  have  so  far  operated,  as  to  induce  the 
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prudential  committee  to  defer,  for  the  present,  the  departure  of  the 
missionaries  ;  with  the  propriety  of  which,  the  Board  of  Synod  and 
your  committee  are  fully  satified,  yet  hope  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  sending  forth  our  missionaries  this  coming  fall.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Thompson  has  been 
appointed  an  agent  to  visit  the  churches  in  our  connexion,  until  he 
shall  be  required  to  make  ready  for  his  embarkation.  Mr.  War- 
ing also  will  probably  visit  some  of  our  churches,  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity. Your  committee  learn  from  the  report  of  your  board,  that 
Mr.  Abeel  has  recently  returned  from  St.  Croix,  with  his  health 
somewhat  improved,  though  yet  very  feeble.  Synod  will  observe 
that  no  other  agency  has  been  employed  in  the  course  of  the  past 
year,  except  what  has  been  already  noticed,  viz.  that  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, through  the  winter,  in  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie.  The 
sum  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  board  during  the  year,  up  to 
June  1st,  1837,  is  $7,665  03  ;  that  paid  out  for  the  same  period,  is 
$7,652  41,  leaving  a  balance,  which  added  to  that  of  the  preced- 
ing  year,  is  $425  94.  Your  committee  would  observe  that  the 
amount  raised,  the  year  past,  has  been  generally  without  the  direc- 
tion of  any  special  appeals  by  the  board,  thus  manifesting  a  con- 
tinued, and  it  is  hoped,  growing  interest  among  the  churches  in  this 
important  matter,  for  which  it  becomes  us  to  be  thankful,  and  from 
which  strong  encouragement  should  be  taken  to  press  forward  in 
our  labors  of  love,  with  increased  industry,  seeking  the  welfare  of 
Zion  and  the  promotion  of  God's  glory  throughout  the  earth. 

Notwithstanding  present  pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  although 
this  may  affect  for  a  season  the  resources  of  our  treasuries  in  some 
degree,  your  board  and  committee  trust  and  hope,  that  the  voice  of 
this  dispensation,  in  its  rebukes  and  instructions,  will  be  heard  and 
improved  by  our  community,  so  that  the  friends  of  Christ  and  of 
this  cause  shall  feel  more  deeply  its  claims  upon  them,  and  the 
fruits  thereof  prove  righteousness  and  peace. 

Your  committee  notice  with  kind  affection  and  confidence,  the 

letter  of  correspondence  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society, 

and  would  cheerfully  reciprocate  the  views  and  feelings  expressed 

by  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  ELTING,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE    XIX. 

Widows'  Fund. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  confer 
with  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  of  1836,  to  con- 
fer with  the  Board  of  Direction,  and  inquire  whether  they  are  will- 
ing to  take  the  management  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  report,  that  the 
Board  of  Direction  are  willing  to  act  for  General  Synod  as  trustees 
of  said  fund. 

-  J.  BRODHEAD,  Chairman. 

The  proceedings  of  the  several  Classes  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Widows'  Fund,  were  read  ;  whereupon  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  Rev.  James  Murphy,  Edwin  Holmes,  and 
Isaac  M.  Fisher,  and  the  Elders,  Isaac  Hutton  and  William  R. 
Thompson. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows. 

The  committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund,  recommend  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  clergymen  now  present,  be  invited  to  sign  a 
memorandum,  agreeing  to  pay  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  $20,  on,-  or  about  the 
10th  day  of  June,  1838,  without  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  fund,  to  be  called  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  disabled  clergy- 
men, the  widows  of  clergymen,  and  their  children. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  church  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Synod,  to  take  up  a  collection  on  or  about  the  first 
Sabbath  in  October,  in  each  and  every  year,  to  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  brethren  be  appointed  committees 
to  solicit  subscriptions,  donations  and  legacies,  for  this  fund. 
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1.  In  New -York. —Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Dr.  Ferris, 
Dr.  Brodhead,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  James  Suydam,  Joseph  V.  Var- 
ick,  James  Bogert,  Wm.  B.  Crosby  and  B.  L.  Kip. 

2.  In  Albany.— Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Rev.  I.  N.  Wyckoff, 
Richard  V.  DeWitt,  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  William  P. 
Van  Rensselaer,  John  Sanders,  Charles  A.  Keeler,  Wm.  C.  Miller* 
J.  R.  Bleecker. 

3.  In  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  J.  B.  Hardenburgh, 
W.  Mentz,  and  Frederic  Erringer. 

4.  In  New-Brunswick. — Rev.  Dr.  Janeway,  Rev.  Dr.  Howe, 
Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh. 

5.  In  Utica. — Rev.  Mr.  Mandeville,  Mr.  J.  H.  Rathbone,  Mr. 
C.  C.  Brodhead. 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  be  directed  io  appoint  committees 
of  such  numbers  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions, donations  and  legacies,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  be  requested  to  attend  to  their 
duties,  and  make  returns  to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  in years,  any  minister,  or  his  family,  shall 

be  entitled  to  the  annuity,  according  to  the  rules  fixed  by  the  Board 
of  Corporation,  provided  he  shall  have  paid  his  annual  subscription. 

Resolved,  That  if  a  minister  shall  die  before  the  time  appoint- 
ed for  the  full  benefit  to  be  realized,  that  his  widow,  by  paying  up  to 
the  time,  shall  then  enjoy  the  full  appropriation. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  of  this  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Corporation,  to  digest  fully  the  plan,  and  frame  such  by. 
laws  as  in  their  judgment  may  seem  proper  and  consistent  with  the 
report  on  the  widows'  fund,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next  Gene- 
ral Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  requested  to  send 
a  oircular  to  all  our  churches,  embracing  the  great  principles  on 
which  this  fund  shall  be  managed,  and  appeal  to  them  for  aid  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

JAMES  MURPHY,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE     XX. 

Particularia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Elders,  William  R.  Thompson,  Isaac  Hut- 
ion,  and  Samuel  Allen,  be  a  committee  of  arrangements  for  an  an- 
niversary meeting,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  in  behalf 
of  the  Boards  of  Missions  and  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  church. 

The  committee  reported,  and  the  meeting  was  held  accordingly, 
on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  M.  Fisher  and  Benjamin  Bassler,  and  the  Elder 
Charles  A.  Keeler,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  to 
Synod,  double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  individ- 
uals to  compose  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation,  and 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  committee  reported  accordingly. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Benschoten,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck,  Benjamin  Van 
Zandt,  and  the  Elder  Lawrence  V.  De  Forest,  be  a  committee  to 
whom  applications  for  leave  of  absence  shall  be  made,  who  shall 
report  to  Synod  such  as  in  their  judgment  should  be  granted.  The 
committee  reported  at  different  intervals  during  the  session  of  the 
Synod. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  Synod,  to  prepare  a  selection  of  sacred  music,  for  the 
use  of  the  congregations,  which  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  selection  of  sacred  music, 
which  may  be  recommended  to  general  use  among  our  congrega- 
tions, in  order  to  procure  a  greater  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting that  most  interesting  part  of  public  worship,  would  respect- 
fully report — 

That  not  long  after  said  appointment,  their  chairman  left  this 
country  for  Europe,  and  the  committee  was  not  called  together  du- 
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ring  the  Synodical  interval.  From  the  best  consideration  they  have 
been  able  to  give  to  the  subject,  they  have  agreed  in  the  following 
opinions. 

That  the  cause  of  sacred  music  possesses  the  most  interesting 
character  and  claims.  It  appeals  to  the  understanding  of  the 
church,  of  the  Christian,  and  the  man  of  taste.  To  sing  the  praise 
of  the  great  Father  and  Benefactor  of  man  becomes  every  individ- 
ual of  our  race  ;  but  when  the  glory  of  that  Divine  Benefactor  is 
seen  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Redeemer,  no  other 
form  of  praise  is  appropriate  or  sufficiently  impassioned,  save  the 
breathings  of  adoring  gratitude,  in  the  strains  of  sacred  harmony. 
Of  the  exercises  of  worship  in  the  church  on  earth,  this  is  the  only 
abiding  form.  The  voice  of  the  preacher  shall  cease  to  explain 
and  exhort,  for  the  time  shall  be,  when  the  understanding  shall  need 
no  illumination,  and  the  heart  no  excitement.  The  offerings  of 
prayer  shall  no  longer  be  laid  on  the  altar;  for  the  sacrifice  of 
penitence  shall  not  be  made  necessary  by  any  transgression,  and 
no  unsatisfied  want  shall  prompt  the  importunate  petition.  But  the 
tribute  of  praise,  the  overflowing  of  gratitude  and  gladness,  shall 
continue  to  be  presented  for  ever. 

Your  committee  cannot  doubt,  that  it  is  among  the  solemn  duties 
of  the  churches  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  sacred  music  by  every 
just  and  practicable  measure.  For,  besides  the  high  and  abiding 
place  it  holds  in  the  worship  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  it  has  a 
direct  tendency  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  youthful  mind — to  fix 
the  great  truths  which  are  recited  with  appropriate  accompanying 
music,  imperishably  on  the  memory — and  often  to  melt  the  tender 
heart,  and  fire  the  young  imagination  with  the  exalted  subjects  of 
revelation. 

But,  while  your  committee  would  press  attention  to  the  music  of 
the  churches,  they  would  not  be  understood  to  mean  merely  the  dis- 
cipline of  a  choir,  or  the  cultivation  of  a  few  in  the  science  and 
performance  of  sacred  harmony  ;  but  of  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  musical  taste  and  Dower  of  the  whole  congregation. 
They  cannot  but  deplore  the  fact,  that  in  many  churches,  the  prac- 
tice of  choir-singing,  by  cultivating  a  fe\Vj  while  the  many  are 
neglected,   has  had  the  effect  to  confine  this  exercise  to  a  small 
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company,  most  of  whom  were  unblest  with  spiritual  feeling,  and  to 
exclude  the  majority  of  the  worshippers,  and  among  them  many  of 
those  who  are  prepared  to  sing  with  the  understanding  and  the 
heart,  though  not  with  scientific  accuracy.  Your  committee  are 
not  able  to  describe  the  difference  in  the  expression  and  power  of 
the  church  music,  between  the  utterance  of  a  choir  alone,  and 
when  leading  and  accompanied  by  the  congregation  generally. 
Every  pious  man  who  has  had  experience  in  both  modes,  will  be 
impressed  with  the  superiority  of  the  latter  mode,  beyond  the  power 
of  any  argument  or  description  to  represent.  But  this  general  ac- 
companiment cannot  be  expected  unless  the  whole  congregation  are 
considerably  cultivated  ;  and  this  general  cultivation  cannot  be  at- 
tained except  by  such  an  estimation  of  the  subject  as  shall  bring 
all  the  children  and  youth  under  careful  instruction,  and  will  induce 
even  the  senior  portion  of  the  church  carefully  to  study  the  sub- 
ject. 

Entertaining  these  views,  your  committee  mention,  with  the 
deepest  regret,  the  apathy  which  exists  on  this  subject,  not  only  in 
our  own  church,  but  more  or  less  among  all  Christian  denomina- 
tions. Nowhere  is  the  importance  attached  to  this  subject  which 
the  Scriptures  clearly  imply.  In  very  few  places  is  church  music 
considered  worthy  of  liberal  expendilure  and  careful  cultivation,  by 
old  and  young.  Yet  there  are  cheering  indications.  Taste  is  im- 
proving  in  some  places  ;  facilities  are  multiplying  ;  the  pride  and 
apathy  which  stood  in  the  way  of  a  more  general  attention  to  this 
subject,  are  yielding.  And  it  seems  as  though  the  period  of  insen- 
sibility to  the  claims  of  psalmody  is  passing  away,  and  a  day  of 
better  things  is  dawning  on  the  church. 

Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  suggest,  that  although  it  may 
be  inexpedient  to  execute  the  object  of  their  commission  at  present, 
yet  it  is  wise  to  keep  the  subject  before  the  eye  of  the  supreme  judi- 
cature of  the  church — to  press  the  importance  of  the  subject  on  the 
minds  of  the  ministerial  brethren,  and  through  them  on  their  congre- 
gations; and  the  time  may  soon  come,  when  such  a  publication  as  has 
been  contemplated  may  be  demanded  in  our  church,  and  may  find 
a  ready  sale,  and  a  general  use.     Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  consider  it  premature  to  publish  a  musi- 
cal compilation  for  the  particular  use  of  the  Dutch  Church  ;  while,  at 
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the  same  time,  they  recommend  to  all  such  as  are  interested  for  the 
welfare  of  the  church,  great  attention  to  the  subject  of  psalmody,  in 
the  use  of  such  works  as  are  already  in  the  hands  of  the  public. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Synod,  on  the  subject  of  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  be  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Thomas  DeWitt, 
D.  D.,  and  the  Elder,  William  R.  Thompson,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  this  subject. 

ARTICLE    XXI. 

Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions* 

The  Rev.  O.  Eastman,  Visiting  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  appeared  in  Synod,  and  presented  several  copies  of  a  brief 
statement  of  the  operations  of  said  society  during  the  past  year, 
which  were  distributed  among  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  churches,  to  take 
up  collections  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colonization  Society,  on  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  following  the  fourth  of  July. 

ARTICLE    XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

Synodical   Archives. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 

Accounts. 

The  committee  on  accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows. 
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The  committee  on  accounts  report,  that  an  account  for  repairs  to 
Rutgers  College,  with  accompanying  documents,  have  been  pre- 
sented by  P.  Spader,  which  appear  to  be  correct,  and  ought  of 
course  to  be  allowed. 

A.  N.  KITTLE. 

The  doorkeeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $18  08,  was  presented  and 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE    XXV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  publish  800  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  this  session  of  Synod,  duly  authenticated — and  that  he 
distribute  among  the  classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by 
them. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  the  Synod,  the  roll  was  called 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  per- 
sons were  absent  without  permission,  viz. — Rev.  James  Brownlee, 
and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Talmadge,  Peter  Sip,  William  Sickles, 
and  Nathan  Collins. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE    XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  June,  1838,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and  was  closed  with 
singing  the  137th  Psalm,  3d  part,  and  prayer  by  the  President. 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  President. 
JAMES  ROME YN,  Adsessor. 
CHRISTOPHER  HUNT,      )    Clerks 
GARRET  I.  GARRETSON,  )  pro  tern. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North 
America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany,  on  Wednesday 
the  sixth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  The  session  continued 
from  the  sixth  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  N. 
WyckofF,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a 
sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  1  Chron. 
xii.  32.  "  And  of  the  children  of  Issachar,  which  were  men 
which  had  understanding  of  the  times  to  know  what  Israel 
ought  to  do."  Matt.  xvi.  3.  "  But  can  ye  not  discern  the  signs 
of  the  times."  Job  xxxii.  17.  "  I  said  I  will  also  answer  my 
fart,  I  also  will  shoio  my  opinion." 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members  present. 

FROM    THE    PAltTICULAB    SYNOD    OF    NEW- YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 
Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.  Eli  Baldwin,  D.  D.* 

*  Took  his  scat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session 


98  JUNE,  1838. 

Elders,  Smith  Bloomfield,  Isaac  Schuyler*  and  William  S.  Ross.f 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  Frederic  F.  Cornell.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D4  and 
Mancius  S.  Hutton.§ 

Elders,  John  R.  Baker.  William  B.  Crosby,  and  Peter  Goetchius4 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  Jacob  I.  Schultz,  Abraham  Messier. 

Elders,  William  Mann,  John  WyckofT,  and  William  I.  Hedges. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Ransford  Wells,  and  Asahel  Bronson. 
Elders,   Benjamin  F.  Welsh,||  John  I.  Peer,  and  Peter  Vander- 
voort. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Wiggins,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge. 
Elder,  James  Van  Blarcom. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Currie,  R.  A.  Quinn,1l  and  J.  Abeel  Baldwin. 
Elder,  Elias  Hubbard. 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  James  R.  Talmadge,  and  James  B. 
Hardenburgh.f 

Elders,  George  W.  Morris,1I  Henry  Duryea. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
t  Took  their  seats  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
t  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session 
^T  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 
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8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Cornelius   Van  Cleef,    William  S.  Heyer,*  and  Herman 
Vedder.* 
Elder,  Matthew  Luyster. 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany . 

Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Edwin  Holmes,  and  Simon  V.  E. 
Westfall. 
Elders,  William  C.  Miller,  Barent  Bleecker. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyke,  and  Richard 
W.  Knight,  f 

Elders,  Peter  Eltinge,  Elijah  Alliger4 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,§  Edward  P.  Stimpson. 
Elders,  Peter  Harder,§  Zechariah  Snyder.* 

4.  From  the  Classis  of   Washington. 

Rev.  John  H.  Pitcher,  Benjamin  Van  Zandt.||  Hugh  M.  Boyd.H 
Elder,  C.  C.  Cooper.** 


*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

?  Took  his  seat  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 

§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

tl  Succeeded  by  the  Rev.  E.  Slingerland,  the  primarius,  on  the  third  day  of  the 
session. 

IT  Succeeded  by  the  Rev.  W.  Pitcher,  his  sccundus,  on  the  eighth  da)  ol  thj 
session. 

**  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
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5.  From  the   Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  Samuel  Robertson,  and  J.  P.  Pepper.* 
Elders,  Henry  H.  Doxstader,  David  Diefendorf.* 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  John  B.  Steele. 
Elder,  John  H.  Ball. 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Chittenden,  Thomas  Romeyn. 

Elders,  James  V.  S.  Riley,  and  Nicholas  Van  Vranken.f 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  Henry  Mandeville,  J.  C.  F.  Hoes,  and  Gustavus  Abeel.f 
Elders,         *         *         * 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  James  B.  Hyndshaw,f  John  H.  Duryea. 
Elders,         *         *  * 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  Biogun  Hoff,  Jeremiah  Searle,  and  Thomas  B.  Gregory. 
Elders,    John   Laraway,    William    G.   Van   Vliet,    and   Henry 
Adams. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  was  chosen  President. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  James  R.  Talmadge  and  R.  Ormiston  Currie, 
were  chosen  Clerks,  pro  tern. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session 
t  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
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ARTICLE    IV. 

Heading  of  the  Minutes. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Synod  were 
read. 


ACTS  OF  THE   SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Standing   Committees. 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  the  Professorate.— Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Abraham 
Messier,  and  Edwin  Holmes,  and  the  Elders,  William  B.  Crosby, 
and  Barest  Bleecker. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  John 
H.  Pitcher,  and  Asahel  Bronson,  and  the  Elders,  Elias  Hubbard 
and  Benjamin  F.  Welsh. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  Ransford  Wells, 
and  Jeremiah  Searle,  and  the  Elders,  George  W.  Morris  and 
William  J.  Hedges. 

On  the  State  of  Religion.— Rev.  James  Murphy,  Henry 
Mandeville,  and  Jacob  I.  Schultz,  and  the  Elders,  William  C. 
Miller,  and  William  Mann. 

On  Overtures. — Rev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  John  B.  Steele,  and 
Robert  A.  Quin,  and  the  Elders,  Peter  Vandervoort,  and  Henry 
Adams. 
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On  Accounts. — Rev.  Frederic  F.  Cornell,  Thomas  B.  Gregory, 
and  J.  Abeel  Baldwin,  and  the  Elders,  John  WyckofT,  and  Henry 
Doxstader. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Abraham 
Messier,  and  George  W.  Bethune,  and  the  Elders,  Barent  Bleeck- 
er,  and  John  Laraway. 

On  Education. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge, 
and  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  and  the  Elders,  Smith  Bloomfield,  and 
William  G.  Van  Vliet. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Communications . 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Professorate  : 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the   Theological 
Seminary. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  respectfully  report,  that  they 
assembled  at  New-Brunswick,  at  the  time  appointed,  July  13, 1837, 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  office.  The  representation 
of  the  different  Classes  was  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  Board  are  called  to  lament  the  absence  of  one 
member,  a  brother  highly  esteemed,  and  endeared  unto  all,  who  has 
been  unexpectedly  removed  from  our  circle  by  death.  After  the 
Board  were  organized,  the  usual  communications  were  received 
from  the  Professors,  who  represented  the  general  deportment  of 
the  students  during  the  past  year,  to  have  been  such  as  to  do  honor 
^  themselves,  and  to  the  institution  with  which  they  are  connected, 
and  warrant  the  indulgence  of  the  highest  hopes  with  respect  to 
their  future  usefulness.  It  affords  your  Board  great  pleasure  to 
state,  that  the  examination,  which  was  conducted  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  give  a  full  and  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  improve- 
ment made  by  the  different  classes,  in  their  respective  courses  of 
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study,  was  such  as  to  confirm  to  the  utmost  the  expectations 
awakened  by  the  professoral  reports.  The  readiness  and  accuracy 
with  which  answers  were  uniformly  given  to  the  questions  proposed, 
on  every  subject,  gave  ample  testimony  to  the  close  and  successful 
application  of  the  students.  The  examination  being  approved,  the 
Senior  Class  were  unanimously  recommended  for  professoral  cer- 
tificates. The  number  of  students  at  present  in  the  Seminary,  is 
twenty-four,  viz  : 


Senior  Class — 


Middle  Class- 


Junior  Class — 


Peter  Allen, 
John  C.  Cruikshank, 
John  H.  Duryea, 
John  T.  Demarest, 
William  Demarest, 
William  R.  Gordon, 
Harrison  Heermance, 
John  P.  Knox, 
John  F.  Mesick, 
William  I.  Pohlman,  and 
Ebenezer  Wiggins. 

Philip  M.  Brett, 
Robert  C.  Clark, 
Orlando  Harriman,  Jr. 
John  A.  Van  Doren, 
Cornelius  Wyckoff. 

John  H.  Ackerson, 
John  B.  Crawford, 
Anthony  Elmendorf, 
Edward  D.  Johnson, 
John  E.  Johnson, 
William  S.  Moore, 
John  I.  Quick, 
Daniel  M .  L.  Quackenbush, 


Vol.  V. 


14 
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Mr.  Van  Santvoord,  formerly  connected  with  this  Seminary,  has 
taken  a  dismission  to  Princeton,  after  having  given  a  note  to  secure 
the  amount  received  by  him  from  the  Board  of  Education.  Mr. 
\l  yckoffhas  been  obliged  to  discontinue  his  studies  for  a  season, 
on  account  of  ill  health.  The  present  number,  though  not  in  ad- 
vance of  that  of  the  preceding  year,  exceeds  what  has  usually  been 
found  in  our  Seminary.  Should  proper  efforts  be  made,  this  will  be 
continually  increasing,  until  the  institutions  of  our  Church  will  take 
rank  with  the  most  distinguished  of  other  churches  in  numbers,  as 
they  already  do  in  intellectual  and  religious  advantages.  It  is  not 
however,  the  voice  of  murmuring  and  reproach  that  is  to  bring 
"  prosperity  within  these  palaces."  Let  our  ministry  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Church,  watch  with  untiring  solicitude 
over  the  rising  generation,  foster  with  assiduity  and  care,  the  youth 
who  give  indications  of  usefulness.  Let  them  bring  upon  them  a 
more  than  ordinary  degree  of  Christian  influence,  and  present  every 
encouragement  which  the  gospel  warrants,  waiting  upon  God  for 
the  blessing,  and  the  highest  hopes  may  be  realized,  and  the  most 
enlarged  desires  gratified.  To  this  we  are  summoned  by  the  voice 
of  God,  the  call  of  duty,  the  cries  of  the  Church,  the  wants  of  the 
world,  and  the  anxieties,  and  toils  of  a  devoted  professorate.  Ere 
the  fruit  of  such  exertions  appears,  may  we  not  say  to  the  cherished 
institutions  of  our  Church,  " Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee."  Information  is 
already  through  the  churches  that  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  has 
been  the  seat  of  the  gracious  and  almighty  workings  of  the  Spirit. 
Our  literary  and  religious  institutions  have  both  shared  largely  in 
the  sacred  influence.  Many  have  become  hopeful  converts  in  the 
one,  while  the  members  of  the  other  have  experienced  the  refresh- 
ing of  their  graces,  and  the  revival  of  their  graces.  It  is  already 
ascertained,  that  a  number  of  the  subjects  of  this  wrork  design  to 
give  themselves  to  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  and  pursue  their 
preparatory  course  in  our  Seminary.  Come  then,  brethren,  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord  ;  labor  to  strengthen  and  enlarge  the  institutions 
which  he  has  made  the  witnesses  of  his  grace  and  power,  and  soon 
the  cry  of  want  will  cease  in  our  vacancies,  and  distant  lands 
rejoice  and  be  g!ad,   through  our  instrumentality.     In  conclusion, 
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the  Board  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  changing  the 
day  of  meeting,  from  Thursday  to  the  second  Wednesday  in  July. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MURPHY,  President  pro  tern. 
ROBERT  P.  LEE,  Clerk  pro  tern, 
A  true  copy  from  the  original, 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Stated  Clerk. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  pro- 
cure books  for  the  library  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

The  undersigned  has  received  during  the  last  year,  donations  in 
books,  for  the  Theological  Library  of  Synod,  amounting,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  to  about  one  hundred  valuable 
volumes,  which  have  all  been  placed  in  the  Library  at  New- 
Brunswick.  He  regrets  that  through  inadvertence  he  has  not 
brought  with  him  lists  of  the  books  and  donors.  They  have  how- 
ever  all  been  published  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  and  are 
recorded  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Library. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KNOX. 
Albany,  June  6th,  1838. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  above  subject  be  con- 
tinued. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  at  Newburgh,  relative  to  the  state  and  pros- 
pects of  said  Church,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion  was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the 
Annual  Digest,  and  a  list  of  the  Securities,  belonging  to  General 
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Synod,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  an  account  current 
of  said  Board  with  the  Board  of  Education,  and  another  account 
current,  with  the  Widows'  Fund,  which  were  read  and  accepted, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

To   the   General    Synod   of    the   Reformed   Protestant   Dutch 
Church- 
Trie  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

They  have  met  as  often  as  the  business  entrusted  to  their  atten- 
tion has  required.  The  most  entire  unanimity  and  cordial  kindli- 
ness of  feeling  have  characterized  all  their  proceedings.  The 
condition  of  the  funds  of  Synod  will  fully  appear  in  the  Treasurer's 
report.  The  income  during  the  year,  has  enabled  the  Treasurer  to 
meet  the  pecuniary  engagements  of  Synod  without  embarrassment, 
and  with  punctuality.  Synod  however  will  perceive,  that  additional 
responsibilities  cannot  be  contracted,  without  at  the  same  time  pro- 
viding increased  resources.  The  board  would  once  more  express 
their  sense  of  the  desirableness  of  having  the  subscriptions  to  the 
Professoral  Fund  paid  into  the  treasury  as  soon,  and  as  far  as  may 
suit  the  convenience  of  subscribers. 

The  different  funds  of  Synod  are  kept  distinct  from  each  other, 
and  in  a  form  the  most  intelligible  and  simple.  During  the  past 
year,  three  scholarships  have  been  endowed,  and  the  money  is  now 
invested — "the  John  Clark  Scholarship  "  by  the  payment  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  by  the  executor  of  the  late  John  Clark,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Collegiate  Church ;  "  the  Bogert 
Scholarship"  by  the  payment  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  addi- 
tion to  two  hundred  dollars  previously  paid  by  James  Bogert,  Jr., 
lon<T  one  of  the  liberal  and  zealous  friends  of  our  Church ;  and 
"  the  Isaac  L.  Kip  Scholarship^  by  the  spontaneous  act  of 
Brockholst  L.  Kip,  Leonard  W.  Kip,  and  the  Rev.  Francis  M.  Kip, 
the  sons  of  the  former  highly  esteemed  President  of  this  Board. 
The  latter  endowment  evinces  in  addition  to  the  attachment  of  the 
donors  to  the  Church  of  their  birth  and  affections,  a  filial  piety  very 
pleasant  to  contemplate  ;  for  this  endowment  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury.     Mr.  Bogert's  endowment 
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is  made  upon  the  express  condition,  "  that  if  in  said  Seminary  there 
ever  shall  bo  taught  any  other  than  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy 
Bible  as  they  are  interpreted,  comprised  and  expounded  in  the 
articles  of  faith  of  our  Reformed  Dutch  Church  Compendium, 
Canons,  and  Heidelburgh  Catechism,  then  and  in  that  case,  the 
said  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars,  shall  revert  to  the  donor  or 
his  legal  representatives."  The  Stryker  Scholarship  is  gradually 
accumulating,  and  will  in  a  faw  years  be  prepared  to  sustain  a 
beneficiary.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  bequeathed  by  the 
late  Rev.  Nicholas  Lansing,  is  invested,  and  its  interest  applied  to 
the  support  of  indigent  young  men,  students  in  divinity.  It  would 
be  gratifying  could  this  he  fostered  into  a  scholarship,  to  bear  the 
name  of  the  venerable  man  of  God  by  whom  it  was  bequeathed. 

The  arrangement  authorized  by  the  Synod  in  June  last,  respect, 
ing  the  mortgage  on  the  Utica  Church,  has  been  made  with  Abra- 
ham Varick,  Esq. 

But  a  small  amount  of  money  has  yet  been  paid  towards  the  en. 
dowment  of  the  Widows'  Fund.  The  annual  subscriptions  of 
clergymen  made  in  June  1837,  will  become  due  on  the  10th  of 
June,  instant.  The  subscribers  are  respectfully  reminded  that  the 
money  cannot  be  productive  until  invested.  The  board  hope  that 
this  important  subject  will  receive  the  continued  fostering  care  of 
the  Synod. 

The  Synod  at  its  session  in  1837,  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

"Resolved.  That  this  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Corporation,  to  digest  fully  the  plan,  and  frame  such  by-laws  as  in 
their  judgment  may  seem  proper  and  consistent  with  the  report  on 
the  Widows'  Fund,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  requested  to  send 
a  circular  to  all  our  churches,  embracing  the  great  principles  on 
which  this  fund  shall  be  managed,  and  appeal  to  them  for  aid,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible." 

The  duty  assigned  by  the  latter  of  the  above  resolutions,  was 
attended  to  in  the  month  of  August  last,  and  the  following  circular 
sent  to  all  our  Churches. 
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CIRCULAR    IN    RELATION    TO    THE    WIDOWS'    FUND. 

The  General  Synod,  at  its  meeting  in  June  last,  resolved  as  fol- 
lows :  "  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  requested  to  send 
a  circular  to  all  our  churches,  embracing  the  great  principle 
on  which  this  fund  shall  be  managed,  and  appeal  to  them  for 
aid  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible''' — Minutes  of  Synod,  p.  88. 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions,  the  board  have  given  to 
this  subject,  alike  important  and  difficult,  their  best  attention.  They 
have  sought  to  simplify  the  plan  for  raising  and  administering  the 
fund,  and  to  render  it,  as  far  as  practicable,  safe  and  efficient ;  in- 
telligible to  all,  and  commanding  the  confidence  of  all.  The  re- 
suit  of  their  endeavors  is  now  submitted. 

The  fund  shall  be  called  the  "  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  Disa- 
bled Ministers,  and  of  the  Widows  and  Children  of  Ministers  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,"  and  shall  be  under  the 
management  and  control  of  the  General  Synod. 

Every  minister  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  may,  by  the  pay- 
ment  of  twenty  dollars  annually,  secure  an  interest  in  the  fund. 
Neglect  of  payment  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  privilege. 

All  receipts  of  money,  whether  from  the  annual  payment  of  sub- 
scribers, collections  in  the  churches,  or  donations  by  individuals, 
shall  be  safely  invested,  and  allowed  to  accumulate,  until  the  fund 
shall  amount  to  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  after  which,  the  payments 
made  by  the  ministers.,  and  donations,  when  so  specially  directed  by 
the  donor,  shall  be  considered  income.  All  other  donations,  and  the 
collections  in  the  churches,  to  be  considered  principal,  and  the  in- 
terest only  to  be  used  as  income. 

The  maximum  amount  to  be  paid  to  parties  interested  in  the 
fund,  shall  be,  to  a  minister  disabled  by  sickness  or  age,  two  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  To  the  widow  of  a  deceased  minister, 
two  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  To  children  of  clergymen, 
both  whose  parents  have  deceased,  seventy-five  dollars  per  annum 
each,  until  they  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

Should  the  income,  upon  due  experiment,  be  found  to  admit  it, 
this  maximum  may  hereafter  be  increased. 
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As  long  as  the  income  is  sufficient  to  pay  each  claimant  the  maxi- 
mum annuity,  the  maximum  shall  be  allowed.  But  should  the  in- 
come not  be  found  sufficient,  then  the  whole  income  shall  be  di- 
vided among  the  claimants,  in  proportion  to  their  claims. 

To  a  minister,  disabled  for  duty,  who  has  previously  made  but 
one  payment,  the  maximum  of  the  annuity  allowed  shall  be  seventy- 
five  dollars.  Where  three  annual  payments  have  been  made,  the 
maximum  annuity  shall  be,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
where  payments  have  been  made  for  five  years  and  upwards,  the 
maximum  annuity  shall  be,  as  above  stated,  two  hundred  dollars. 
The  widows  and  children  of  such,  respectively  to  receive  accord- 
ing to  this  graduation. 

It  is  expressly  understood,  that  in  all  the  above  cases,  to  entitle 
the  claimants  to  their  annuities,  the  payment  of  subscriptions  must 
be  continued  until  they  cease  by  the  operation  of  the  principles 
herein  contained. 

A  widow  of  a  minister,  contracting  marriage,  forfeits  her  claim 
to  the  annuity ;  but  in  such  case  the  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  shall  be  entitled  to  their  annuities,  as  though  both  parents  had 
deceased. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  a  fund  administered  upon  these  princi- 
ples will  be  entirely  safe.  No  certain  calculation  as  to  the  abso- 
lute amount  of  individual  annuities,  upon  specific  annual  payments, 
can  be  made.  A  mistake  in  such  calculation  might  ruin  the  fund, 
and  deprive  of  all  benefit  from  it,  those  who  should  come  late  into 
the  receipt  of  their  annuities.  But,  according  to  the  plan  proposed, 
the  principal  will  remain  untouched,  and  constantly  accumulating ; 
whilst  annuitants  receive  the  entire  amount  of  income  from  all 
sources. 

The  advantages  to  ministers  and  their  families  are  obvious.  By 
an  annual  payment  of  only  twenty  dollars,  is  secured  the  probable 
amount  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  at  a  time  when  other  re- 
sources fail.  Nor  does  the  plan  recommend  itself  less  to  the 
churches  and  congregations.  An  easy  (small  it  is  true)  provision 
is  thus  made  for  their  pastors  and  the  families  of  pastors,  when 
the  labors  of  these  servants  of  God  are  suspended  by  his  own  act. 
Congregations  themselves  will  be  freed  from  embarrassments,  in  at 
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once  ministering  to  the  comforts  of  those  whom  Christian  charity 
and  Christian  duty  forbid  them  to  abandon,  and  at  the  same  time  in 
securing  for  themselves  necessary  ministerial  service. 

We  have  entire  confidence  that  the  subject  will  meet  a  prompt 
and  generous  response  in  the  heart  of  the  churches.  The  church 
has  now  no  stated  appeals  for  the  support  of  her  institutions,  other 
than  those  for  missionary  and  education  purposes  ;  and  we  trust  that 
not  only  will  ministers  general!}  become  subscribers  to  the  fund 
but  that  the  annual  collections  recommended  by  Synod  will  be  uni- 
versally, cheerfully,  and  liberally  met,  and  that  benevolent  individu- 
als  will  freely  contribute  of  their  abundance. 

Ten  thousand  dollars  being  secured,  collections  in  one  hundred 
churches,  averaging  thirty  dollars  each  per  annum,  will,  in  thirty 
years,  produce  a  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  whilst  in 
the  mean  time,  the  whole  income  is  constantly  expended  upon  an- 
nuitants  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  private  liberality  will 
greatly  accelerate  the  accumulation. 

The  subject  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  prompt  and  efficient 
action  of  ministers,  churches  and  classes.  Our  hope  is,  that  be- 
sides the  subscriptions  of  ministers,  the  classes  will,  at  their  ap- 
proaching meetings,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  Synod, 
appoint  committees  to  solicit  contributions  in  aid  of  the  fund.  A 
collection  in  all  the  churches,  on  or  about  the  first  Sabbath  of  Oc- 
tober, is  recommended  by  the  Synod.     (See  Minutes,  p.  87.) 

Other  details,  in  conformity  with  the  general  principles  herein 
laid  down,  will  be  submitted  to  the  next  General  Synod. 

CORNELIUS  HEYER,  President. 

ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  >  „. 
JOHN  KNOX,  I  Sectors. 

ISAAC  YOUNG,   Treasurer,  of  the  Board  of 
Corporation  of  General  Synod. 
New  York,  Aug.  14,  1837. 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  above  circular,  and 
which  your  committee  request  Synod  to  ratify,  they  submit  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  for  the  sanction  of  Synod. 
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The  fund  for  the  relief  of  disabled  ministers,  and  the  widows  and 
children  of  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  shall  be  ad- 
ministered  by  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod,  du- 
ring the  pleasure,  and  under  the  control  of  General  Synod. 

The  said  Board  of  Direction  shall  carefully  invest  all  moneys 
contributed  to  the  fund,  and  allow  the  same  to  accumulate  until  it 
amounts  to  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  and  afterwards,  all  contributions 
for  the  increase  of  the  principal  of  the  fund,  shall  be  invested  in 
such  manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  safe  and  profitable.  No 
money,  however,  belonging  to  this  fund,  shall  be  loaned  upon  indi- 
vidual responsibility,  (except  on  temporary  loan  with  collateral  se- 
curity) unless  secured  by  bond  and  mortgage  on  real  estate. 

The  moneys  belonging  to  this  fund  shall  be  kept  separate  and 
distinct  from  all  other  funds  belonging  to  General  Synod. 

The  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  shall  be  officers  of  the 
trust.  The  treasurer's  duty  shall  be  to  collect  the  income,  and 
make  all  payments.  He  shall  report  minutely  and  fully  to  General 
Synod,  at  each  of  its  annual  meetings.  His  accounts  to  be  audited 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

In  disbursing  the  income  of  the  fund  when  a  minister  is  the 
applicant,  he  shall  be  required  to  produce  a  certificate  from  his 
Classis,  or  other  satisfactory  evidence,  declaring  that  by  reason  of 
sickness,  old  age,  or  other  providential  cause,  he  is  incapable  of 
ministerial  service. 

Where  a  widow  is  an  applicant,  like  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  death  of  her  husband,  and  the  date  thereof  shall  be  required. 

Where  children,  both  whose  parents  have  deceased,  like  evi- 
dence of  the  death  of  their  parents  and  of  their  own  age  shall  be 
required. 

The  payment  to  annuitants  shall  be  made  half-yearly.  To 
ministers,  commencing  with  the  date  of  their  declared  incapacity 
for  service ;  to  widows,  from  the  death  of  their  husbands  ;  and  to 
children,  from  the  death  of  their  last  surviving  parent. 

The  Treasurer's  books,  or  authentic  vouchers,  shall  furnish  the 
evidence  of  the  payment  of  subscriptions. 
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Annuitants  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  by  a 
vote  of  the  trustees  of  the  fund,  or  of  a  committee  specially  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

Rev.  Dr.  Knox,  and  William  B.  Crosby,  have  been  appointed 
by  this  Board  to  give  to  Synod  any  information  that  may  be  re- 
quired. 

The  Annual  Digest  is  herewith  submitted,  and  the  Treasurer's 
Report  appended. 

CORNS.    HEYER,  President. 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  ) 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  V  Directors. 

JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New.York,  June  1,  1838. 
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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


1838 
June 


July 


Aug. 
Sept. 


DR. 


21 


30 


10 


To  cash  paid  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  for  six  months 
interest  on  the  amount  of  the  Van  Rensselaer 
the  William  Paterson  Van  Rensselaer,  the  Rut- 
gers, the  Cornell,  the  Heyer,  and  the  Margaret 
Burges  Scholarships,  at '$1700  each,  and  the 
Wyckoff  Scholarship  at  $2500,  and  also  on  600 
devised  by  Rev.  Nicholas  Lansing,  deceased,  to 
General  tiynod,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  indigent  pious  students 
in  theology,  all   due  4th  inst. 

Henry  Schenck,  for  his  attendance  as  door-keeper, 
and  for  stationary,  furnished  by  him  to  Gene- 
ral Synod,  at  their  meeting  in  New- York,  this 
month, 

Isaac  Young,  treasurer,  one  year's  salary,  due  10th 
instant,  postage,  &c. 

Peter  Spader,  the  amount  of  sundry  bills  for  ma- 
terials and  repairs  to  Rutgers  College,  directed 
to  be  paid  by  General  Synod, 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 
rary loan, 

Mercein  &  Post,  for  printing  the  Minutes  o: 
General  Synod  for  1837,  paper,  binding,  &c 

the  following  persons  for  their  expenses  in  attend- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintend 
ents  of  the  Theological  College  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, on  the  13th  instant,  viz 

Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 
"     R.  Sluyter, 
"     Isaac  D.  Cole, 
"    James  Murphy, 
"    R.  P.  Lee,  Jr. 
"    Joshua  Boyd, 
"     James  Stevenson, 
"     Christopher  Hunt, 
"     W.  S.  Heyer, 
"    F.  H.  Vanderveer, 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 
rary loan, 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Carried  forward, 
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DR. 

6j  Brought  forward, 

To  cash  paid  for  postage  of  circulars  respecting  the  Widows' 

Fund,  and  premium  for  specie  to  pay  the  same, 

"         "     W.  Sanford,  for  printing  said  circulars, 

'*         "     Rev.  Dr.    Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

professor  in  the  Theological  College  &c.  due  1st 

inst. 

"         "     Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland.  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due   1st 


the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the  General  Synod 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  at  Sunbury 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  month  of  September  last, 
viz  : 

Rev.  Benjamin  Bassler,  $40  50 

"    James  Murphy,  41  50 


Lackey  Reynolds,  baned  to  him  on  his  bond  and 
mortgage,  with  interest  at  7  per  cent. 

John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, for  six  months'  interest  on  the  amount  of 
the  Van  Rensselaer,  the  William  Paterson  Van 
Rensselaer,  the  Rutgers,  the  Cornell,  the  Mar- 
garet Burges,  and  the  Heyer  Scholarships,  at 
SI 700  each,  and  the  WyckofT  Scholarship,  at 
$2500,  and  also  on  3<>00  devised  by  Rev.  Nicho 
las  Lansing,  deceased,  to  General  Synod, 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro 
fessor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 
loan, 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland.  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  advanced  by  him  for  repairs 
to  the  stable  at  Rutgers  College, 

Greenwich  Insurance  Company,  for  premium  of 
insurance  on  Rutgers  College,  for  one  year, 
$8000, 

Peter  Spader,  treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  for 
one  year's  interest  on  Col.  Henrv  Rutgers'  do 
nation  of  $5000  to  Rutgers  College,  due  20th 
June  last, 

Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  &c.  for  dividends  on 
ten  shares  Bergen  turnpike  stock,  belonging  to 
Rutgers  College,  up  to  this  date, 

Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  the  amount  of  sundry 
bills  for  repairs,  &c.  to  Rutgers  College, 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 
professor,  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
instant,  i 

Carried  forward, 
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1838 
Mar 


Apr. 
May 


June 


DR. 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro 

fessor,  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 
"     Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

professor,  &c,  in  the  Theological  College,  due 

1st  inst. 
"     Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler  for  a  lock  furnished  for  Rut 

gers  College, 
«'     Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt,  this  amount  advanced  by  him 

for  printing  circulars  respecting  the  Widows 

Fund, 
"     Peter  Spader,  bills  for  repairs  to  Rutgers  College, 
"     William  Mandeville,  loaned  him  on  his  bond  and 

mortgage,  with  interest  at  7  per  cent. 
To  balance  carried  to  new  account, 


SI  1421 
393 


1837 

CR. 

June 

3 

7 

21 

28 
30 

By  balance  of  last  year's  account,  brought  forward, 
••  cash  received  of  W.   Hardenbrook,  Jr.,    treasurer,  for  six 
months'  interest  on  the  bond  of  the   Reformed 
Dutch   Church  in  Broome  street,  to  General 
Synod,  for  $5000,  due  to-morrow, 
■    of  Rev.  James  Brownlee,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis 
of  New- York,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 
furnished  to  that  Classis, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  $4000,  due  4th 

instant, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6,800,  due 

4th  inst. 
■•    for  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

22d  May  last, 
"    for  one  year's  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  per- 
manent fund  of  the  General  Synod,  due  1st 
May  last,  viz  : 

from  Maria  A.  Kissam,                              $30 
Leffert  Lefferts                                     30 
Thomas  L.  Chester,                             15 

$480 

150 

16 

140 
238 
350 

75 

11 

00 

75 
00 
00 
00 

00 

July 

3 

-     for  six  months'  interest  'on  bond  for  $9,000,  due 

this  day, 

315 

00 

7 

••     for  the  principal  of  the  stock  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  held  by  General  Synod,  paid  off,       $800 
Eight  per  cent,  premium  thereon  to 

make  it  equal  to  specie,                            72 
One  quarter's  interest  thereon  due  1st 
inst.                                                         12 

Carried  forward, 
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14 


25 


15 


OR. 

Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  Rev.  Stephen  Meeker,  Gluestor  of  the  South 
Classis  of  New- York,  for  ivlinutes  of  General 
Synod,  furnished  to  that  Classis, 

■  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000  due  5th 
June  last, 

•'  for  premium  of  insurance  on  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  Utica,  advanced  by  Geneial  Synod, 

..  0f  William  A.  Mercein,  on  account,  for  privilege 
of  printing  the  Psalms  and  Hymns, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  three  bonds  of  the  Col- 
legiate Dutch  Church,  New-York,  two  for  5000 
dollars  each,  and  one  for  4000,  the  interest  on 
one  being  due  on  the  1st  May,  another  on  the 
5th,  and  the  third  on  the  20th  June  last, 

•  of  Edwin  Clark,  executor,  &c.  of  John  Clark 
deceased,  on  account  of  $3000,  bequeathed  by 
him  to  General  Synod  for  the  endowment  of  a 
Scholarship  in  the  Theological  College, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due  1st 
instant, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1200,  due  8th 
July  last, 

••    for  one  year's  interest  on  their  subscriptions  to  the 

permanent  fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May 

last,  from  Richard  F.  Carman  $"" 

Richard  V.  De  Witt  30 


of  Rev.  Robert  O.  Currie,  collected  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  at  New-Utrecht,  L.  1.  for 
the  Widows'  Fund, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  $8500,  due  3d 
inst. 

of  James  Bogert,  Jr.  on  account  of  his  note  for 
$1500  to  General  Synod,  for  the  endowment  of 
a  Scholarship  in  the  Theological  College, 

of  Cornelius  Heyer,  amount  placed  in  his  hands 
on  the  10th  August  last,  to  be  invested  on  tem- 
porary loan  with  interest, 

of  Peter  R.  Warner,  treasurer,  collected  in  the 
Middle,  North  and  Ninth  street  churches,  New- 
York,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 
23d  October  last, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $5500  due  1st 
inst. 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $6300,  due 
this  day, 

of  Edwin  Clark,  executor,  &c.  of  John  Clark  de 
ceased,  on  account  of  $3000,  bequeathed  by 
him  to  General  Synod  for  the  endowment  of  a 
Scholarship, 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due  1st 
inst. 
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1837 
No? 


15 


17 


22 


CR. 


Dec. 


1838 
Jan. 


Carried  forward, 
Cash  received  of  Isaac  Young,  treasurer  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch 
Church,    New- York,  for  one  year's  interest  on 
their  subscription  of  $5000,  to  the  Theological 
College,  due  1st  May  last, 

•  for  a  collection  made  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  Market  street,  New- York,  for  the 
Widows'  fund, 

'  for  collections  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Widows' 
fund,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  at 
Saratoga  and  Northumberland, 

•  of  Edwin  Clark,  executor,  &c.  of  John  Clark  de- 
ceased, the  balance  of  $3000  bequeathed  by  him 
to  General  Synod  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scho- 
larship, with  interest, 

•  for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $10,000  due 
22d  November  last, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due  5th 
inst. 

for  one  year's  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  per- 
manent fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May 
last,  from  Thomas  C.  Doremus  $30 

William  Taylor,  Jr.  30 

'  of  A.  Van  Nest,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  New-Brunswick,  for  the  Widows' 
Fund, 

•  of  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  collected  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  at  Flatbush,  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

"  of  Rev.  Thos.  M.  Strong,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Greene, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  due 
this  day, 

•  of  C.  Zabriskie,  for  a  dividend  on  twenty-two 
shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock, 

of  Jacob  Brinckerhoff,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Schraalenberg,  for  the  Wi- 
dows' Fund, 
"  of  Rev.  S.  H.  Meeker,  Gluestor  of  the  South 
Classis  of  New- York,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  furnished  to  that  Classis, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  two  bonds,  one  for 
$5000  due  20th,  and  the  other  for  $4000  due 
5th  instant, 

•  of  Rev,  John  Manley,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Saddle  River  for  the  Widows 
Fund, 

•  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000  due  1st 
instant, 

■•  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis 
of  Orange,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 

•  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 
8th  December  last. 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  Rev.  M.  W.  Dwight,  duestor  of  the  Classis 
of  Long  Island,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 
1st  February  next, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6800,  due 

4th  December  last, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  en  bond  for  $1200,  due 

18th  January  last, 
..     0f  w    Van  Rensselaer,  collected   in  the  North 

Dutch  Church,  Albany,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
••     of  Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  &c.  for  the  balance  of 

cash  in  his  hands  due  to  the  Professoral  fund  of 

the  Theological  College  on  the  22d  Dec'r  last, 
"     of  Anthony  Kerr,   for  one  year's  interest  on  his 

subscription  of  $250  to  the  permanent  fund  of 

General  Synod  due  1st  May  last, 

-  for  interest  on  bond  for  $5500  up  to  the  23d  Feb- 

ruary last,  three  months  and  twenty-four  days, 
for  two  years'  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  per- 
manent fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May 
next,  from  M.  Van  Schaick,  $120 

F.  Olmsted,  24 

••     for  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due  3d 

inst. 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500  due  26th 

March  last, 

•  of  Rev.  W.  S.  Heyer,    Q.uestor  of  the  Classis  of 

Poughkeepsie,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

this  day, 
•■    of  Rev.  C.  L.  Van  Dyck,  for  Minutes  of  General 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Ulster, 
-of  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,   duestor  of  the  Classis  of 

Bergen,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
■     of  Rev.  J.  Van  Liew,  Gluestor  of  the  Classis  of 

Philadelphia,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 

•  of  James  Bogert  Jr.  the  balance  of  his  note  for 

$1500,  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scholarship  in 
the  Theological  College, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8300,  due 

yesterday, 
••     of  Rev.  G.  Abeel  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 
furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Cayuga, 

-  for  interest  on  bond  for  $5500  up  to  1st  instant,  2 

months  5  days, 
••    of  Rev.  T.  M.   Strong,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  N.  York,  $83 
and  to  the  Classis  of  "Washington,  12 

-  of  Rev.  G.  J.  Garretson,  for  his  subscription  for 

one  year  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  due  10th  June 
next. 
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Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  Brockholst  L.  Kip,  Leonard  W.  Kip,  and 
Francis  M.  Kip,  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scho- 
larship, to  be  called  the  "  Isaac  L.  Kip  Scho- 
larship," 
••of  Cornelius  Heyer,  the  amount  paid  to  him  on 
the  12th  December  last,  to  be  invested  on  tem- 
porary loan,  with  interest, 
..     of  Wiliiam  A.  Mercein,  on  account,  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  publishing  the  Psalms  and  Hymns, 
"     of  Abraham  Van  Nest,  for  one  year's  interest  on 
his   subscription  of  35000   to  the  permanent 
fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  inst. 
*•     of  Rev.  Dr.  Brownlee,  for  his  subscription  for  one 
year  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  due  10th  June  next, 
••    of  Rev.  John  A.  Liddle,  for  Minutes  of  General 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 
'•     Collected  in   the    Reformed   Dutch  Church  at 

Brooklyn,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
••     Collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Free- 
hold, for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
••    of  the  following   persons,  for  their  subscriptions 
for  one  year  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  due  10th 
June  next,  viz: 

Rev.  Stephen  H.  Meeker,  $20 

"     William  S.  Heyer,  20 

"     Dr.  Knox,  20 

"     Francis  M.  Kip,  20 

"    James  Otterson,  20 


By  balance  due  to  General  Synod, 


$15061 

1700 

1024 
193 

300 
20 
14 
64 
13 


100 


$18491 


$2445 


00 


52 


40 


Errors  excepted, 

ISAAC  YOUNG, 

Treasurer. 

The  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
have  examined  the  same,  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  cor- 
rect, leaving  a  balance  due  to  General  Synod,  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

CORNELIUS  HEYI 

W.  B.  CROSBY, 


'1 


Committee. 


New- York,  June  2,  1838. 
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ANNUAL  DIGEST,   1838. 

The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 

Digest,  as  follows  : 

Funds  devoted  to  Education  Purposes- 
The  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

The  amount  of  this  fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  and  which  is  loaned 
upon  bonds,  secured  by  mortgages  upon  property  in 
the  state  of  New-Jersey,  amounted  on  the  1st  April, 
1838,  to  $19,680  00 

Balance  in  his  hands  on  that  day,  742  69 

Interest  due  on  same  fund,  1st  May,  1838,  1,489  80 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  the 

interest  on  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  813  00 

Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  82,000,  which  is  loaned 
on  bond,  secured  by  mortgage,  on  property  in  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  fund,  1st  May  1838,  120  00 

Balance  of  interest  of  this  fund  in  the  hands  of  Peter 

Spader,  Treasurer,  &c,  on  the  1st  April,  1838,  17  86 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  the  in- 

terest  of  this  fund  during  the  past  year,  150  00 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  education  purposes,  $19,500  00 

Widows'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  be- 
longing to  the  Widows'  Fund,  596  32 
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Permanent  Professor  a  l  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have 
been  collected  and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for 
the  professorships,  as  well  as  the  moneys  formerly  in 
the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  viz  : 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds 

and  mortgages,  on  real  estate,  $62,300  00 

Professoral  fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  transferred  by  them  to 
General  Synod,  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader, 
rendered  22d  December,  1837,  3,650  00 

Twenty-three   shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  stock,  ten 

of  which  belong  to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at  575  00 

Notes  given  for  subscriptions,  300  00 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note,  510  00 

Cash  in  hand  belonging  to  the  permanent  fund,  889  64 

Minutes  of  General    Synod. 

There    has   been    received   for    Minutes   of   General 

Synod  during  the  past  year,  $381  73 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  paper,  printing,  &c.  162  35 

CORNS.  HEYER,  President. 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  ) 

ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  \  Directors. 

JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

New-York,  2d  June,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed  to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
chosen:  Mr.  Cornelius  Heyer,  President;  Messrs.  Abraham  Van- 
Nest,  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  and  William  B.  Crosby,  Directors  ; 
and  Mr.  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  and  Theodore  L.  Hoffeditz,  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  having  appeared  in  Synod,  and  present- 
ed testimonials  of  their  appointment,  took  their  seats  as  correspond- 
ing members. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  open  a  corres- 
pondence with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  which  was 
accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  of  correspondence 
with  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
North  America,  respectfully  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of 
the  following  plan  of  correspondence,  between  the  two  Churches. 

I.  The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  shall 
each  appoint  a  minister  with  an  alternate",  to  sit  in  the  highest  ju- 
dicatories respectively,  with  the  privilege  of  deliberating  on  all 
subjects  coming  before  them,  and  of  making  suggestions  on  mat- 
ters affecting  the  interests  of  both  bodies  mutually,  or  pertaining 
to  the  general  interests  of  religion  ;  but  not  of  voting. 

II.  The  ministers,  members,  and  judicatories  of  these  churches 
(treating  each  other  with  Christian  respect)  shall  always  recognize 
the  validity  of  each  other's  acts  and  ordinances  consonant  to  the 
word  of  God ;  it  being  understood,  that  any  ecclesiastical  judica- 
tory belonging  to  either  body,  may  examine  persons,  or  review 
cases  of  discipline,  on  points  at  present  peculiar  or  distinctive  to 
themselves  respectively. 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,       > 

JOHN  KNOX,  V  Committee. 

ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST,  ) 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  accept- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  be  con- 
vened  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  commissioned  in  June  1837,  to  represent  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  the  next 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port, that  before  they  had  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  the  testimonials 
of  their  appointment,  they  found  the  General  Assembly  divided, 
and  organized  into  two  distinct  bodies,  each  claiming  to  be  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  your  delegates  re- 
frained  from  offering  their  credentials,  and  felt  that  their  duty 
would  be  discharged,  by  simply  informing  the  General  Synod  of 
the  fact. 

JAS.  B.  HARDENBURGH, 
FREDERICK  ERRINGER. 

Philadelphia,  May  28th,  1838. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence, to  whom  the  above  was  re- 
ferred,  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
report  of  our  delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States,  respectfully  submit  for  the 
adoption  of  Synod,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Whereas,  your  delegates  represent  that  they  refrained  from 
offering  their  credentials,  in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  of 
peculiar  circumstances,  not  contemplated  at  the  period  of  their 
appointment,  by  which  on  the  organization  of  the  Assembly,  two 
bodies  were  created,  each  claiming  to  be  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  : 

And  whereas,  while  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  beloved 
sister  church  in  her  trials,  and  earnestly  pray  that  they  may  be 
over-ruled  by  divine  Providence  for  the  furtherance  of  truth  and 
purity,  yet  neither  duty  claims,  nor  propriety  allows,  that  this 
Synod,  either  by  its  delegates  or  its  own  official  acts,  should  even 


124  JUNE,   1838. 

appear   to  assume    the    authority   of  an    arbitrator  between  the 
opposing  portions  of  another  ecclesiastical  body :     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  Synod 
approve  the  course  pursued  by  said  delegates. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  present,  Synod  will  abstain  from  all 
action  under  the  terms  of  correspondence,  existing  between  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  interchange  of  delegates  between  the  two  bodies. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

THOS.  E.  VERMILYE,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  John  N.  M'Leod,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  appeared  in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of 
his  appointment,  took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate,  and  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  Synod,  several  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  at  their  last  session. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  corres- 
pond with  the  United  Associate  Church  of  Scotland,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

New.  York.  June  bth,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, would  beg  leave  to  stale,  that  he  has  no  communica- 
tion at  present  to  lay  before  the  Reverend  General  Synod,  from  the 
General  Synod  of  Edinburgh. 

He  hopes  the  Committee  will  be  continued,  and  be  instructed  to 
publish  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer  any  communications  which 
they  may  receive  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  Associate 
Church,  in  Scotland,  or  which  said  Committee  may  make  to  the 
aforesaid  General  Synod. 

He  would  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest,  that,  as  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Brodhead  has  removed  to  a  distance  from  the  city,  and  as  the  other 
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member  of  the  Committee,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Vroom,  resides  in  Somer- 
ville,  New- Jersey,  it  would J  be  proper^to  put  another  member  on 
the  Committee,  who  resides  in  this  city,  in  order  that  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  could  come  together  conveniently,  and  often,  to 
consult ;  and  let  it  be  either  a  layman,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Vroom, 
or  a  minister  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Brodhead. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  of  Foreign  Cor.  with  the  General  Synod>   United  Associate  Church. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  New-York,  at  its  meeting  in 
Caledonia,  Sept.  4th,  1837,  received  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  upon  a  plan  of  correspondence.  After 
discussion,  the  following  resolution  was  proposed  and  adopted  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  article. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
entertaining  sentiments  of  brotherly  affection  toward  our  brethren 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  propose  and  agree  to  carry  on  a 
friendly  correspondence,  by  the  interchange  of  letters  touching  the 
general  interests  of  religion  in  our  country  and  the  world." 
Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  Synod, 

R.  PROUDFIT,  Stated  Clerk. 

As  the  second  article  is  substantially  recognized  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  our  Church,  it  was  considered  unnecessary  to  act  upon  it. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  William  Wilson, 
through  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Leod,  the  corresponding  delegate  from  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  inviting  the  Synod  to  unite  in  a 
Convention,  to  be  held  in  October  next,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  more  perfect  union  between  churches 
that  approximate  to  each  other  in  doctrine,  worship,  and  order  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,   and  their  report 

was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  addition  to  their  report 
already  adopted  by  Synod,  would  respectfully  submit,  that  various 
documents  have  been  referred  to  their  notice,  claiming  the  con- 
sideration of  this  body ;  in  regard  to  which,  severally,  they  would 
suggest  the  following  action. 

1.  The  chairman  of  your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
states,  that  he  has  no  communication  to  present  from  the  General 
Synod  of  Edinburgh.  He  "  hopes  that  the  Committee  may  be 
continued,  and  instructed  to  publish  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer, 
any  communications  which  may  be  received  from  the  General 
Synod  of  the  United  Associate  Church  in  Scotland,  and  any  which 
they  may  make,  to  the  aforesaid  Synod."  He  also  suggests,  that  as 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead,  has  removed  to  a  distance  from  the  city  of 
New-York,  and  another  member  of  the  Committee  resides  at 
Somerville,  New.Jersey,  it  will  be  proper  to  place  another  member 
on  the  Committee,  resident  in  New- York,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venient consultation. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  propose,  with  reference  to 
the  foregoing  communication,  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  The  said  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be 
continued,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  make  such  publication* 
in  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  of  letters  received,  or  sent,  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  advisable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev  Dr.  Ferris  be  substituted  as  a  member 
of  said  Committee  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brodhead. 

2.  From  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of 
New- York,  a  communication  has  been  received  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  plan  of  correspondence  between  that  Synod  and  the  Ge- 
neral Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed, that  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  our  body,  a  committee  of  the 
aforesaid  Associate  Reformed  Synod  appeared,  and  a  plan  of  cor- 
respondence, by  delegates,  mutually  approved  by  said  committee 
and  a  committee  of  this  Synod,  was  presented,   and   on  our  part 
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ratified.  Said  plan  having  been  submitted  by  their  committee  to 
the  Associate  Reformed  Synod,  the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
eel,  and  is  communicated  to  this  house  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church 
entertaining  sentiments  of  brotherly  affection  towards  our  brethren 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  propose  and  agree  to  carry  on  a 
friendly  correspondence,  by  the  interchange  of  letters,  touching 
the  general  interests  of  religion  in  our  country  and  the  world." 

These  sentiments  of  brotherly  affection  we  would  warmly  recip- 
rocate, and  pray  that  divine  influences  may  be  poured  down 
richly  upon  our  brethren  of  the  Associate  Church.  But  as  your 
Committee  can  discover  no  important  ends  to  be  attained  by  an 
interchange  of  letters  on  the  general  interests  of  religion,  between 
neighbors  in  such  immediate  proximity,  which  would  not  be  attain- 
ed by  an  inspection  of  the  published  minutes  of  each  body,  they 
refrain  from  proposing  any  specific  action  on  the  subject. 

3.  From  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  the 
following  preamble  and  ^resolutions,  found  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  have  been  referred  to  us. 

"  Whereas  the  unpleasanUntelligence  has  reached  our  ears,  that 
in  Holland,  the  land  of  our  fathers,  a  persecution  for  righteousness' 
sake  has  been  carried  on  with  the  approbation,  if  not  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government;  and  whereas  {the  Reformed  Churches  of 
some  other  countries  have  addressed  the  Dutch  authorities  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  and  expressed  their  sympathies  for  the  suffering  ; 
Therefore,  Resolved,  That  we  feel  deeply7distressed  at  what  ap- 
pears to  us  not  only  so  contrary  to  the  light  and" liberal 'principles 
of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  but  to  be  a  strange  work  in  our  father 
land,  which  in  a  former  age,  proved  the  house  of  refuge  for  all 
Europe.  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended^to  General  Synod  to 
express  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  our  portionTof  the*  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  by  addressing  a  letter  of  respectful  remonstrance  to 
the  Dutch  government,  or  one  of  sympathy  to  the  persecuted,  or 
both,  or  in  any  other  way  deemed  more  appropriate." 

While  the  subject  to  which  allusion  is  here  made,  is  one  well 
calculated  to  awaken  and  enlist  the  sympathies  of  our  communion, 

Vol.  V.  17 
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if  the  allegations  set  forth  in  the  ahove  preamble  be  well  founded,  it 
is  also  one  of  the  utmost  delicacy  and  difficulty.  And  as  your  Com- 
mittee have  no  facts  nor  documents,  within  their  reach,  from  which 
to  form  an  enlightened  judgment,  that  might  be  the  guide  of  official 
acts  on  the  part  of  this  Synod,  if  such  acts  were  deemed  proper 
and  desirable,  they  therefore  offer  no  resolution  or  recommendation 
in  the  premises. 

4.  An  affectionate,  fraternal  letter,  addressed  to  the  president  of 
this  Synod,  and  signed  by  Rev.  William  Wilson,  has  received  the 
consideration  of  your  Committee.  The  writer  states,  that  he  has 
been  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  a  delegate  to  represent  that  body  in  a  proposed 
"  Contention  of  such  evangelical  denominations  as  may  be  dis- 
posed to  accede  to  the  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  and 
if  possible,  effecting  on  a  scriptural  basis,  the  visible  unity  of 
those  departments  of  the  Church  of  God  :"  and  he  asks  respect- 
fully, that  this  Synod  may  be  represented  in  such  convention.  By 
a  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  is  found  a  deeply  interesting  report  on 
the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  plan  of  this  convention  embraces 
"those  Reformed  Churches  that  approximate  the  nearest  to  each 
other,  in  doctrines  and  worship  :"  and  has  received  the  favorable 
notice  of  several  evangelical  denominations.  The  convention  is 
appointed  to  be  held  at  Pittsburg,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
October  1838. 

The  entire  subject,  your  Committee  deem  to  be  one  of  profound 
interest,  and  vast  importance.  Is  it  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
signs  of  the  times?  Is  it  true  that  the  light  begins  to  break  upon 
the  darkness  and  confusion  which  have  so  long  held  terrific  empire 
over  the  churches  of  our  land  ?  Is  this  the  morning  dawn  spread- 
ing upon  the  mountains,  the  delightful  harbinger  of  a  bright  and 
sunny  day  ?  Have  we  in  this  movement,  another  evidence  that 
man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity.  We  know  that  he  can 
compose  the  troubled  elements,  and  at  a  moment  and  by  means  the 
most  unexpected,  can  bring  order  out  of  confusion.  Does  he 
mean  now  to  interpose ,  and  by  such  methods  to  make  righteousness 
and  truth,  and  purity,  and  peace,  to  spring  forth  before  all  people7 
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We  would  attend,  ready,  as  we  hope,  to  follow  the  leadings  of  his 
providence.  We  would  feel  our  dependence,  and  realize  his  abso- 
lute sovereignty.  "  Me  speaks  and  it  is  done  :  he  commands  and  it 
stands  fast  forever  and  ever."  The  operation  of  his  spirit  can 
bring  the  watchmen  to  see  eye  to  eye.  We  acknowledge  that  the 
subject  in  its  whole  aspect,  is  well  worthy  of  all  the  consideration 
it  can  receive. 

As  regards  definitive  action,  your  Committee  have  found  no  small 
difficulty  in  suggesting  a  course  proper  to  be  pursued  in  the  present 
state  of  the  matter.  Their  individual  feelings  would  lead  them 
strongly  to  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  this 
Synod,  to  attend  on  the  deliberations  of  the  proposed  convention. 
They  certainly  desire  to  meet  and  respond  to  the  invitation,  in  the 
same  spirit  of  fraternal  affection  in  which  it  has  been  extended. 
But  not  feeling  authorized  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business  to 
recommend  the  formal  appointment  of  delegates  as  to  a  cor- 
responding body,  they  have  deemed  it  best  to  remit  this  point  to  the 
determination  of  Synod  itself.  Should  it  be  considered  inexpedient 
at  present  to  adopt  decisive  steps,  and  should  no  Committee  be 
sent,  they  still  ask  for  the  subject  solemn  and  prayerful  reflection. 
They  would  earnestly  commend  it  to  the  most  attentive  considera- 
tion of  all  who  love  the  peace  of  Jerusalem,  and  bear  upon  their 
hearts  the  Saviour's  petition,  uttered  as  in  anticipation  of  the  divi- 
sions which  subsequent  times  would  develope,  the  touching  suppli- 
cation that  his  disciples  might  all  be  one. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

THOS.  E.  VERMILYE,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  state  of  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  contemplated  convention,  this  Synod  are  not  prepared  to 
take  any  farther  order  in  the  case. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  correspond- 
ing churches,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  elect  the  same,  when  the 
following  were  chosen : 
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To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church:  Rev.  Abraham 
Messier  and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  priinarii ;  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Strong,  and  Brogun  Hoff,  secundi. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church: 
Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  primariug ;  and  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher, 
secundus. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  to  the 
German  Reformed  Synod. 

Albany,  June  1838. 

The  undersigned,  delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  beg  leave  to  report  to  General  Synod,  that  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  they  attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  German 
Synod,  which  met  at  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania  ;  were  received  kindly 
and  affectionately,  and  treated  with  great  Christian  courtesy,  and 
were  highly  pleased  to  witness  the  order  and  propriety  of  all  their 
proceedings;  in  particular,  the  zeal  which  was  manifest  in  the 
establishment  of  their  literary  and  theological  institutions,  and  their 
unanimity  in  resolving  to  enter  immediately  into  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary  operations.  All  their  affairs  present  a  favorable  aspect 
for  the  advance  of  vital  piety  and  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MURPHY, 
BENJAMIN  BASSLER. 


ARTICLE    VI. 

Synodical   Reports  of  the  iState  of  the   Churches. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a 
part  of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  in  religious 
exercises,  conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a 
committee  of  arrangements,  consisting  of  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Ver- 
milye,  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  and  Abraham  Messier,  and  the  Elders, 
William  C.  Miller,  and  William  Mann. 
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Resolved,  That  a  Synodical  prayer-meeting  be  held  every 
morning  during  the  present  session,  at  6  o'clock,  in  the  Lecture 
Room  of  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  this  city. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  obtain  all  suitable  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  their  appointment,  and  feel  happy  to  find  so 
much  to  cause  rejoicing  in  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  during  the 
past  year,  as  manifested  in  the  glory  and  beauty  of  our  Zion.  Her 
numbers  have  been  greatly  increased,  and  peace  has  been  pre- 
served in  all  her  parts,  and  we  are  cheered  with  the  joyful  news  of 
the  triumphs  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise, 
"  Lo  I  am  with  you  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

We  have  reason  to  praise  the  Lord  that  his  work  has  been  re- 
vived in  many  of  our  churches,  and  on  some  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
has  been  poured  out  copiously.  Not  only  has  the  question  been 
asked,  "  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved?"  but  a  large  number  re- 
joice in  the  hope  of  salvation.  Such  news  is  the  more  interesting 
and  pleasing  as  it  is  so  different  from  the  reports  of  a  few  of  the 
past  years  ;  when  lamentations  over  the  melancholy  state  of  the 
church,  and  the  indifference  of  sinners  to  the  "  one  thing  needful," 
compelled  us  to  sit  silent,  amazed,  ashamed,  and  often  to  ask,  why 
are  these  things  so?  That  state  of  things  may  be  ascribed  to  seve- 
ral causes  ;  among  them,  we  may  name  the  wild  hastening  to  be 
rich  which  prevailed  through  the  whole  community — entered  the 
holy  precincts  of  the  church,  engrossed  the  hearts  of  professing 
Christians,  and  occupied  their  time  in  schemes  to  acquire  wealth, 
and  laboring  for  the  perishable  riches  of  this  world,  until  in  pursu- 
ing earthly  things  heavenly  and  divine  things  seemed  to  be  entirely 
forgotten  ;  and  while  many  were  willing  to  give  money,  so  easily 
acquired,  they  withheld  their  hearts,  prayers,  and  hands,  from  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  and  the  experiment  seemed  to  be  tried,  whether 
men  can  serve  God  and  mammon.  But  '*  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 
chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receiveth." 

When  every  wish  appeared  about  to  be  gratified,  and  every  hope 
to  be  realized,  our  great  commercial  metropolis  was  touched  in  the 
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very  seat  of  iier  pride  and  greatness,  and  the  instability  of  all  earthly 
grandeur,  and  the  certainty  how  soon  riches  may  take  to  themselves 
wings  and  fly  away,  was  fully  demonstrated,  when  the  devouring 
element,  in  a  few  hours,  consumed  the  palaces  of  our  merchant- 
princes,  and  the  rich  productions  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  Lord  laid  his  hands  on  the  products  of  our  fertile  lands — a 
land  which  had  always  hitherto  supplied  the  wants  of  her  children, 
refused  her  bounties.  These,  combining  with  other  causes,  have 
produced  in  many  minds  an  entire  conviction  of  the  truth,  "  the 
Lord  omnipotent  reigneth." 

The  season  of  gloom,  by  many  clear-minded  and  judicious 
Christians,  has  been  also  ascribed  to  the  unusual  measures  resorted 
to  a  few  years  ago,  when  every  effort  was  made  to  produce  a  great 
excitement  of  the  public  mind,  which,  in  many  instances,  resulted 
most  unhappily  for  the  real  interest  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

The  minds  of  men.  hurried  onward  to  the  one  extreme  by  the 
laws  of  human  nature,  soon  rapidly  returned,  and  fell  to  the  oppo- 
site  extreme,  and  now  we  are  only  recovering  a  just  equilibrium. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  upon  us,  but  it  has  been  wrath 
mingled  with  mercy — to  humble  us,  to  make  us  feel  our  dependence, 
and  to  bring  us  home  as  wandering  children  to  our  Father's  house. 
The  plain  causes  of  our  present  happy,  rising  state,  may  be  as- 
cribed to  a  return  to  our  first  principles  and  practices,  viz  : 

Faithfully  Dreaching  the  gospel,  addressed  to  the  consciences  of 
men,  instruction  in  the  Word  of  God,  in  Sabbath-schools,  Bible- 
classes,  and  the  Heidelberg  Catechism ;  which  has  for  several 
years  appeared  to  be  sinking  into  disuse  in  portions  of  the  church, 
but  now  begins  again,  as  it  ever  ought  to  have  been,  to  be  consid- 
ered the  best  mode  of  teaching  the  precious  doctrines  of  godliness: 
and  the  establishment  o(  prayer-meetings  in  all  our  churches,  the 
steady  performance  of  the  duty  of  going  about  from  house  to  house, 
testifying  to  all  the  necessity  of  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ;  and  the  regular  administration  of  the 
ordinances. 

So  fully  do  Lfa  irit,  commend 

themselves  to  the  heads,  hearts,   and   consciences  of  men,  that  we 
need  no  other  to  accomplish  the  great  work  of  conquering  the  do- 
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minions  of  "  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,"  and  bringing  the 
world  under  the  reign  of  King  Emanuel. 

The  Lord  is  now  fulfiling  his  promise,  "  Return  unto  me  and  I 
will  return  unto  you."  The  Dutch  Church,  at  no  period  of  her  his- 
tory,  has  presented  a  nobler  appearance  than  at  this  time. 

The  value  of  her  standards  were  never  more  fully  appreciated, 
nor  her  ministers  and  people  more  fully  united  in  sentiment,  doc- 
trine, views,  practices  ;  and  kindly  feelings  of  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  a  settled  purpose  to  go  forward  in  their  work,  in  the 
strength  of  the  Lord  ;  and  although  our  numbers  are  small,  yet,  at 
this  time  the  Dutch  Church  stands  high  in  public  estimation,  and  is 
exerting  an  immense  moral  and  religious  influence  on  society,  and 
commands  the  confidence  of  reflecting  men. 

We  may  bless  the  Lord  for  a  revived  state  of  our  churches,  viz  : 
In  Market  street,  and  Third  street  churches,  in  the  South  Classis 
of  New- York  ;  Bergen,  Pompton,  English  Neighborhood,  in  the 
Classis  of  Bergen.  The  First,  and  Third  Churches  in  Philadelphia, 
and  Manayunk  and  Roxburgh,  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
speak  with  gratitude  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Collegiate  Churches  of  New-York,  and  the  Second  Church 
of  Somerville,  have  likewise  enjoyed  the  abiding  influences  of  the 
Spirit. 

In  the  churches  at  the  North  Branch  and  Bedminster,  and  First 
Church  of  Somerville,  many  are  represented  as  turning  to  the 
Lord,  and  seeking  redemption  in  the  Saviour.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  several  of  the  churches  in  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

From  the  Classis  of  Albany  we  learn  that  their  churches  have 
been  greatly  revived  ;  their  language,  is  "  the  year  past  has  been 
a  year  of  continued  revival  to  the  churches." 

In  the  Classis  of  Greene,  the  First  and  Second  Churches  of 
Coxsakie,  Athens,  arid  Moresville,  have  received  large  accession  to 
their  communion,  and  have  been  refreshed  by  the  presence  of  the 
Lord. 

The  Classis  of  Rensselaer  reports  an  unusual  increase  in  the 
zeal  and  piety  of  the  churches ;  the  Church  of  Claverack  has  ex- 
perienced an  especial  outpouring  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Classis  of  Cayuga  is  rejoicing  in  the  reviving  influences  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  manifested  in  several  of  their  churches, 
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And  although  nothing  of  a  very  marked  character  appears  in  the 
other  Classes,  yet  they  breathe  the  same  hope  in  the  Redeemer  ; 
and  what  we  have  never  been  able  to  do  before,  the  Classis  of 
Montgomery  is  fully  supplied  with  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  things 
are  in  a  rising  and  prosperous  state,  and  several  of  the  churches 
have  experienced  seasons  of  revival. 

The  blessings  of  a  revival  in  the  church  at  New-Brunswick, 
where  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  of  such  as  we  trust  shall  be 
saved  have  been  received  to  the  communion  of  the  church, 
are  remarkably  propitious  to  the  cause  and  interests  of  reli- 
gion, on  account  of  the  influence  exerted  on  our  literary  and  theolo- 
gical institutions,  which  have  partaken  largely  of  the  precious  work, 
and  now  give  us  an  assurance  of  copious  streams  to  revive  and 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God.  Those  precious  youth,  instructed 
and  brought  up  in  the  pure  atmosphere  of  vital  piety,  promises  to 
bless  our  destitute  churches  with  able  ministers  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  to  furnish  heralds  of  the  cross  to  the  heathen  world — 
the  answer  to  our  prayers,  and  the  reward  of  our  exertions  for 
the  glory  of  God. 

The  spirit  of  domestic  and  foreign  missions  is  still  strong  among 
our  people,  and  exhibits  an  increasing  interest  in  the  salvation  of 
men.  It  is  pleasing  to  reflect  on  the  large  number  of  churches 
aided,  revived,  refreshed,  and  established,  giving  strength  to  our 
Zion,  and  confirming  the  people  to  the  standards  of  the  church. 

We  rejoice  too  that  our  sons  are  now  in  the  missionary  field,  aid- 
ing in  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  and  carrying 
forward  the  claims  of  God,  and  we  hope  will  continue  to  do  so, 
until  the  happy  day  shall  come,  when  the  desert  shall  blossom  as 
the  rose  and  the  barren  places  shall  break  forth  into  singing. 

On  the  whole  the  Church  exhibits  great  purity  of  doctrine,  ex- 
cellence in  morals,  ardency  in  piety,  peace  in  her  borders,  uni- 
formity in  practice,  and  a  delightful  union  among  ministers  and 
people,  and  stands  on  high  ground  in  point  of  respectability  abroad, 
and  harmony  at  home. 

Thus  our  Zion  appears  rising  fair  as  the  sun,  bright  as  the 
moon,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners,  and  looking  forward 
to  a  progressive  power  of  holiness,  and  an  onward  steady  march, 
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under  the  banners  of  our  King,  until  his  peaceful  reign  shall  ex- 
tend over  all  mankind. 

Every  encouragement  is  given  to  the  General  Synod  to  persevere 
in  the  labors  of  love  in  which  they  are  now  engaged.  ^Experience 
proves  the  correctness  of  the  course  in  the  present  happy  state  of 
things,  and  by  the  divine  blessing  promises  to  realize  all  our  hope 
for  time  to  come. 

True,  we  have  to  mourn  over  the  prevalence  of  many  sins  in 
the  land  ;  that  from  a  few  churches  the  reports  are  rather  gloomy  ; 
and  that  for  some  reason  some  of  our  churches  have  not  come  up 
fully  to  the  aid  of  our  important  benevolent  institutions  ;  and  some 
mourn  over  the  desecrations  of  the  Sabbath,  and  other  sins  ;  yet  the 
very  naming  them  shows  attention  is  turned  to  them,  and  points  out 
objects  to  which  to  direct  our  labors  and  efforts;  and  the  same 
means,  so  much  blessed  to  other  churches,  will  not  fail  of  producing 
similar  results. 

Your  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  we  need  no  new  experi- 
ments, but  that  perseverance  in  the  very  course  which  we  are  now 
pursuing  will  be  crowned  with  success.  Your  committee  are  per- 
suaded that  our  energies  ought  to  be  combined  in  support  of  our 
Schools,  Education  Boards,  and  Boards  of  Missions,  Domestic  and 
Foreign  ;  since  in  them  we  have  found  the  sources  of  our  moral  in- 
fluences and  spiritual  power.  And  your  committee  are  also  per- 
suaded, that  the  church  will  not  disappoint  us  when  we  ask  their 
aid  ;  and  we  now  trust  the  church  will  put  on  her  holy  panoply,  and 
the  word  be — forward — forward — until  the  coming  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  the  power  and  glory  of  his  Father. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  MURPHY,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  would  respectfully  report : 
That  in  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod  they  find  on  page 
66  the  following  resolution,  which  was  postponed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Synod.  Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  take  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  under  the 
care  of  this  Synod. 

In  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  page  25, 
is  the  following  resolution  in  reference  to  the  persecution  for  right- 
eousness' sake,  which  has  been  carried  on  in  Holland,  the  land  of 
our  fathers,  which  resolution  comes  up  from  the  Classis  of  Pough- 
keepsie,  viz :  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  General 
Synod  to  express  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  our  portion  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  by  addressing  a  letter  of  respectful  re- 
monstrance to  the  Dutch  Government,  or  one  of  sympathy  to  the 
persecuted,  or  both,  or  in  any  other  way  deemed  more  appro- 
priate. 

In  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  the  following 
question  is  referred  for  decision  to  this  Synod,  page  8  and  9,  viz  : 
What  latitude  should  be  given,  with  respect  to  the  invitation  to 
members  of  other  churches,  on  communion  occasions  ? 

Also,  on  page  10,  a  recommendation  that  the  General  Synod  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  again  appointing  a  General 
Agent,  and  an  expression  of  the  Particular  Synod's  approbation  of 
such  a  course. 

Also,  on  page  11,  the  following  resolution  in  regard  to  a  certain 
copy  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism,  with  the  scriptural  proofs,  in 
full,  which  it  is  proposed  to  publish,  viz  :  Resolved,  That  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  General  Synod,  with  the 
expression  of  the  opinion  that  it  may  be  desirable  to  avail  ourselves 
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of  the  gratuitous  labors  of  Dr.  Snyder  in  the  accomplishment  of 
this  work. 

Also,  on  page  28,  notice  of  an  appeal  by  Mr.  Abraham  Best, 
from  a  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  VAN  KLEEK,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
persecution  in  Holland  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  latitude  to  be  given 
with  respect  to  invitation  to  members  of  other  churches  on  commu- 
nion occasions,  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  a 
General  Agent,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

On  the  subject  of  a  certain  copy  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism 
with  proofs,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  express  their  approbation  of  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  Heidelbergh  Catechism,  with  Scripture 
proofs,  written  out  in  full,  prepared  and  presented  by  Dr.  Andrew 
Snyder,  with  reference  to  publication. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  cannot  consistently  engage  to  pub- 
lish said  Catechism,  but  do  cordially  approve  of  such  publication 
by  any  person  or  persons,  and  would  recommend  said  copy  to  the 
attention  of  all  the  churches. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals. 

Certain  papers  were  presented,  purporting  to  be  a  complaint 
by  Rev.  S.  Ostrander,  against  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  Committee  re- 
ported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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Report  in  part  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures — 

Your  Committee,  after  mature  consideration  of  the  papers 
presented  to  Synod  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ostrander,  purporting  to  be  a 
complaint  against  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer  and  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  are  of  opinion  they  do  not  require  the  action  of 
General  Synod,  and  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution — 

Resolved,  That  said  papers  be  returned  to  the  complainant. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

D.  VAN  OLINDA,  Chairman. 

A  communication,  purporting  to  he  a  complaint,  was  presented 
from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  at  Blooming-grove  against  the 
Classis  of  Rensselaer,  which  being  found  not  in  order,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Consistory  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

A  memorial  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of 
Paramus,  relative  to  the  decision  of  Synod,  in  the  case  of  Cornelius 
A.  Hopper  and  others,  passed  at  the  last  session,  (page  56),  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  Committee  re- 
ported, and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee,  after  due  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Church  of  Paramus,  asking  a  reconsideration  of  the  Acts  of  the 
last  General  Synod,  confirming  the  acts  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
New-York,  in  1836,  in  the  case  of  the  Messrs.  Hoppers,  are  of 
opinion  that  said  memorial  should  be  received  and  acted  upon  by 
this  Synod. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

D.  VAN  OLINDA,  Chairman. 

.   Whereupon,  Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  above  case. 

A  written  statement,  prepared  by  the  Consistory  of  the  Church 
of  Paramus,  explaining  their  memorial,  was  read,  when  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  the  memorial  of  the  Consistory  of  the 
Church  of  Paramus,  that  they  find  difficulties  which  to  them  appear 
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insuperable  in  the  way  of  carrying  into  effect  the  decision  of  this 
Synod  in  relation  to  what  is  usually  termed  the  "  Hopper  case ;" 
and  whereas  said  Consistory  of  Paramus  ask  from  this  Synod  some 
action,  which  shall  relieve  them  from  their  present  difficulties, 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  who  have  been  received  into  the 
Second  Church  of  Totowa,  on  a  certificate  from  the  Church  of  Pa- 
ramus, are  members  in  full  communion  of  the  Second  Church  of 
Totowa,  and  that  any  thing  in  any  previous  decision  of  this  Synod, 
which  militates  against  this,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

An  appeal  was  presented  to  Synod  by  the  Classis  of  Bergen, 
from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  by  which 
the  Church  of  Jersey  City,  with  their  pastor,  were  tranferred  from 
them  to  the  South  Classis  of  New-York. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeal  in  the  following  order : 

1.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

2.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

3.  The  appellants  were  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal,  by 
the  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  the  Commissioner  of  Classis,  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

4.  The  Synod  were  heard  by  their  Minutes. 

5.  The  appellants  were  heard  in  reply. 

Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and  decide,  excluding  from  a  vote 
such  as  had  voted  in  the  case  in  the  Particular  Synod  and  the 
Classis. 

The  following  resolution  was  made  and  seconded — 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for  were  taken,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

AYES. 

Eli  Baldwin,  C.  D.  Westbrook, 

Smith  Bloomfield,  Abraham  Messier, 

William  Ross,  William  Mann, 

Frederic  F.  Cornell,  John  Wyckoff, 
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William  I.  Hedges, 
Asahel  Bronson, 
John  I.  Peer, 
Peter  Vanderwort, 
Ebenezer  Wiggins, 
James  Van  Blarcom, 
R.  Ormiston  Currie, 
R.  A.  Quin, 
George  W.  Bethune, 
James  R.  Talmadge, 
James  B.  Hardenburgh, 
George  W.  Morris, 
Henry  Duryea, 
Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 
Herman  Vedder, 
William  S.  Heyer, 
Matthew  Luyster, 
Thomas  E.  Vermilye, 
Edwin  Holmes, 
S.  V.  E.  Westfal), 
William  C.  Miller, 
Barent  Bleecker, 
Douw  Van  Olinda, 
C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 
Peter  Eltinge, 


George  H.  Fisher, 
Edward  P.  Stimpson, 
Peter  Harder, 
Hugh  M.  Boyd, 
Elbert  Slingerland, 
J.  P.  Pepper, 
Henry  H.  Doxstader, 
David  Diefendorf, 
Richard  D.  Van  Kleek, 
John  B.  Steele, 
John  H.  Ball, 
A.  B.  Chittenden, 
Thomas  Romeyn, 
James  V.  S.  Reiley, 
Henry  Mandeviile, 

J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 

Gustavus  Abeel, 
James  B.  Hyndshaw, 

John  H.  Duryea, 

Brogun  Hoff, 

Jeremiah  Searle, 

Thomas  B.  Gregory, 

William  G.  Van  Vliet, 

Henry  Adams, 

Zechariah  Snyder. 


John  Knox, 


NOES. 


Peter  Goetchius. 


Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best, 
from  a  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

The  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel  and  George  H.  Fisher  presented  their 
credentials  as  Commissioners  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 
to  defend  their  decision  in  the  case. 


Resolved,  That  the  above-named  commissioners  be  accredited. 
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The  ayes  and  nays  on  this  resolution  being  called  for,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows : 


AYES. 


J.  Knox, 

E.  Baldwin, 
J.  Schuyler, 
W.  Ross, 

F.  F.  Cornell, 
J.  R.  Baker, 
W.  B.  Crosby, 
A.  Messier, 

J.  Wyckoff, 
W.  I.  Hedges, 
R.  Wells, 
A.  Bronson, 
J.  I.  Peer, 
P.  Vandervoort, 
E.  Wiggins, 
R.  O.  Currie, 
R.  A.  Quin, 
J.  A.  Baldwin, 
E.  Hubbard, 

G.  W.  Bethune, 
J.  R.  Talmadge, 
G.  W.  Morris, 
H.  Duryee, 

C.  Van  Cleef, 


S.  V.  E.  Westfall, 

B.  Bleecker, 

C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 
P.  Eltinge, 

Z.  Snyder, 
H.  M.  Boyd, 
E.  Slingerland, 
J.  P.  Pepper, 
H.  H.  Doxstader, 

D.  Diefendorf, 

R.  D.VanKleek, 
J.  B.  Steele, 
J.  H.  Ball, 
A.  B.  Chittenden, 
T.  Romeyn, 
J.  V.  S.  Riley, 
J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 
J.  B.  Hyndshaw, 
B.  Hoff, 
J.  Searle, 
T.  B.  Gregory, 
W.  G.  Van  Vliet, 
H.  Adams, 
H.  Vedder. 


S.  Bloomfield, 
C.  D.  Westbrook, 
P.  Goetchius, 
B.  F.  Welsh, 
J.  Van  Blarcom, 
J.  B.  Hardenburgh, 
W.  S.  Heyer, 
M.  Luyster, 
Vol.  V. 


T.  E.  Vermilye, 
E.  Holmes, 
E.  P.  Stimpson, 
H.  Mandeville, 
J.  Murphy, 
P.  Harder, 
W.  C.  Miller. 
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Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order  : 

1.  The  appeal  and  the  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

2.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

3.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  support  of  his  appeal  by  the 
Rev.  James  Murphy,  who,  at  his  request,  was  appointed  to  con- 
duct his  case  before  Synod. 

4.  The  Particular  Synod  were  heard  in  defence  of  their  de= 
cision,  by  their  Commissioners. 

The  appellant  was  heard  in  reply. 

Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and  decide,  excluding  from  a 
vote  such  as  had  voted  in  the  case,  either  in  Classis  or  Particular 
Synod. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  made  and  seconded : 
Resolved,  That  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany  be  sustained  ;  nevertheless,  that  the  case  be  re- 
ferred  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Amity,  to  judge  of  the 
facts  of  the  accusation,  confining  their  attention  to  the  moral  bear- 
ings  of  the  case. 

A  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the  vote  was  taken  on 
the  first  branch  of  the  resolution,  viz  :  "  that  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  be  sustained" — which 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution  was  then  on  motion  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Sche- 
nectady, from  the  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 
in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Seth  Bunnel. 

Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order — 

1.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

2.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

3.  The  appellants  were  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal,  by  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  and  A.  B.  Chittenden,  who  were  accredited 
as  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Classis,  to  prosecute  their 
appeal. 
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The  case  was  then  submitted,  and  the  Synod  proceeded  to  de- 
liberate and  decide,  excluding  from  a  vote  such  as  had  voted  in  the 
case,  either  in  the  Classis  or  in  the  Particular  Synod. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  from 
the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  be  sustained,  and  that  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Seth  Bunnell  be  stayed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  unani- 
mously in  the  affirmative. 

ARTICLE   IX, 

Church    Government. 

The  two  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  seconded,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Strong, 
William  S.  Heyer,  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  and 
the  Elders,  William  B.  Crosby,  and  Smith  Bloomfield,  to  report  to 
the  next  General  Synod ;  who  were  also  instructed  to  report  a 
course  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  in  all  judicial  business. 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  a  practice  has  long  prevailed  in  this 
church,  of  the  appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
inferior  judicatories,  to  defend  their  decisions,  when  said  decisions 
become  the  subjects  of  review  to  the  higher  judicatories ;  and 
whereas  said  practice,  unless  duly  guarded,  may  be  calculated  to 
enlist  the  feelings  of  a  section  of  the  church  against  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  rights  of  appellants,  and  so  to  prevent  a  full,  fair  and 
impartial  review  of  the  original  matters  of  adjudication,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Synod  recognize  the  right  of  the 
inferior  judicatories  to  exhibit  to  the  higher  the  reasons  and  the 
reasonableness  of  the  decisions  that  they  have  formed,  either  by 
individuals  appointed  for  this  purpose  or  otherwise,  they  at  the 
same  time  would  recommend,  that  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
the  reasons  that  led  to  the  decisions  of  said  judicatories  be  left  to 
be  discovered  from  the  written  documents  presented  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  in  those  cases  where  inferior  judicatories  do 
appoint   commissioners  to  defend  their  decisions,  it  be  the  duty  of 
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said  commissioners  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  if  possi- 
ble, to  confine  their  remarks  to  showing  that  the  principles  of  eccle- 
siastical order  have  been  duly  observed  by  the  judicatories  that 
they  represent,  and  not  to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  original 
question. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Consistories  under 
the  supervision  of  this  Synod,  to  appoint  a  Committee  annually,  as 
near  the  1st  of  June  as  possible,  to  be  called  the  Committee  of  Sy- 
nodical  Minutes,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  as  soon  after  the  authenti- 
cated copies  of  the  Minutes  have  been  received  as  possible,  to 
examine  the  Minutes  of  Particular  and  General  Synods,  and  re- 
port  to  their  several  Consistories  the  subjects  that  require  their 
action. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  action  of  the  respective  Consistories  in  the  premises. 

ARTICLE    X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

Customs  and  Usages. 

Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  respect4 
fully  report  to  the  General  Synod — 

During  the  past  year  three  additional  Scholarships  have  been  en- 
dowed.    A  legacy  of  three  thousand  dollars,  bequeathed  by  the  late 
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Dr.  John  Clark,  of  this  city,  has  been  paid  by  his  executors.  The 
sons  of  the  late  Isaac  L.  Kip,  Esq.,  have  contributed  and  paid 
1700  dollars  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scholarship,  to  be  named, 
after  their  deceased  father.  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  this  city, 
has  paid  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which,  in  addition  to  two  hundred 
dollars  before  paid  by  him,  endows  a  Scholarship.  The  following 
are  the  Scholarships  which  have  been  endowed,  and  are  productive: 
1.  The  Van  Rensselaer.  2.  Rutgers.  3.  William  Patter- 
son Van  Rensselaer.  4.  Cornell,  5.  Wyckoff.  6.  Heyer. 
7.  Margaret  Burgess.  8.  John  Clark.  9.  Isaac  L.  Kip. 
10.  James  Bogert,  Jr.  Six  hundred  dollars  were  received,  du- 
ring the  year  past,  from  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  the  Rev. 
Nicholas  Lansing,  of  Tappan,  deceased,  the  interest  of  which  is 
directed  by  him  in  his  will  to  be  appropriated  for  the  education  of 
indigent  pious  youth  for  the  ministry.  The  Stryker  Scholarship  is 
still  in  a  course  of  accumulation. 

Four  of  the  beneficiaries  reported  last  year,  graduated  from  the 
Theological  Seminary  last  summer.  Two  have  relinquished  their 
studies  on  account  of  ill  health.  One  has  engaged  in  teaching,  in 
order  to  relieve  himself  from  existing  embarrassment ;  and  one 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  Twelve  have 
been  received  during  the  year  past,  making  the  number  of  benefi- 
ciaries now  on  the  list,  forty-three.  Three  of  these  were  received 
on  the  condition,  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Board, 
the  sum  requisite  for  their  support  should  be  supplied  from  the 
Classes  by  whom  they  are  recommended.  We  have  not  as  yet 
learned  whether  these  three  have  entered  upon  their  preparatory 
course.  The  Synod,  at  its  last  session,  authorized  the  Board  to 
increase  the  limit  of  appropriation  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars per  annum,  in  such  cases  where  the  evidence  of  its  necessity 
should  be  furnished.  Such  an  increase  of  appropriation  has  been 
made  in  a  number  of  cases.  The  amount  of  receipts  into  the 
treasury,  during  the  year  past,  including  a  balance  at  its  beginning, 
of  $846.81,  has  been  $4046.81  ;  the  amount  of  payments  has 
been  $3813.61,  leaving  a  balance  of  $233.24  now  in  the  trea- 
sury. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  there  was  a  considerable 
surplus  in  the  treasury,  arising  from  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion 
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of  the  contributions,  resulting  from  the  labors  of  the   classical 
agencies,  come  in  about  this  period.     It  is  owing  to  this   surplus, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  Scholarships,  in  connexion  with  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  the  churches,  that  the  Board  has  been  enabled  to 
meet  the  payment  of  appropriations,  though  with  occasional  fear  of 
embarrassment.     As  this  is  the  period  of  the  year  in  which  a  large 
proportionate  amount  has  been  brought  into  the  treasury,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  unless  increased  efforts  be  made,  the  Board  may  become 
seriously  embarrassed  in  meeting  present  responsibilities.    Appeals 
were  made  to  the  churches  during  the  past  winter,  stating  the  wants 
of  the  treasury,  urging  the  claims  of  the  education  cause,  and  inti- 
mating, that  if  no  indications  should  be  furnished  of  an  encouraging 
response  to  the  appeal,  the  Board  would  feel  themselves  bound,  in 
present  circumstances,  to  decline  the  reception  of  any  additional 
beneficiaries,  in  the  apprehension  of  being  unable  to  meet  Ihe  pay- 
ment of  the  appropriations.     In  consequence,  the  Board  with  great 
reluctance  postponed  the  consideration  of  deserving  applications 
which  have  been  laid  before  them.     Hitherto  they  had  acted  on 
the  principle  of  receiving  every  worthy  applicant,  reposing  with 
confidence  on  the  churches  to  sustain  them  in  their  engagements* 
and  it  was  with  great  hesitation  they  paused  to  act  upon  this  prin- 
ciple.    They  cherish  the  firm  hope  that  soon  an  increased  impulse 
will  be  given  to  this  cause,  and  an  enlarged  supply  of  pious  young 
men,  and  of  adequate  means  for  their  support,  be  furnished.     At  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  held  this  day,  it  was  resolved  to  proceed  to 
consider,  and  act  upon  the  applications  now  before  them,  in  the  indul- 
gence of  this  confidence.     It  only  requires  increased  attention  on 
the  part  of  ministers,  and  the  friends  of  the  cause,  to  commend  and 
enforce  its  claims,  in  order  to  secure  a  greatly  increased  amount  of 
patronage.     On  looking  over  the  returns  into  our  treasury,  it  will  be 
seen  how  many  of  our  wealthy  churches  contribute  very  little,  who, 
if  proper  views  and   feelings  pervaded  them,  would  esteem  it  a 
privilege  to  support  at  least  one  beneficiary.     We  have,  in  one  or 
two  of  our  country  churches  (by  no  means  in  the  first  rank  as  to 
ability)  associations  formed,  pledging  the  support  of  a  beneficiary. 
If  this  example  were  to  be  extensively  followed,  and  proper  exer- 
tions were  employed  for  the  formation  of  such  associations,  a  great 
enlargement  of  means  and  operations  would  result. 
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We  were  some  time  since  apprehensive  that  the  contributions  re- 
ceived from  the  churches,  during  the  year  past,  would  be  conside- 
rably less  in  amount  than  those  received  during  the  year  preceding. 
But  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  are  happy  to  find  that  they  are  about 
the  same  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  circumstances  of  the 
times.  In  some  portions  of  our  church,  the  classical  agencies  have 
been  in  a  good  degree  successful,  while  in  other  parts  results  indi- 
cate a  want  of  efficiency.  There  is  one  danger  which  should  be 
guarded  against.  In  the  anticipation  of  a  visit  from  the  agent,  our 
ministers  and  consistories  are  too  naturally  led  to  feel  as  if  the  duty 
of  enlisting  the  churches  in  favor  of  our  benevolent  institutions  de- 
volves upon  these  agents,  while  a  passing  visit  from  them  in  a  col- 
lection at  the  time  for  the  objects  presented,  but  the  spirit  which 
should  bear  efficiently  upon  the  cause  is  suffered  to  evaporate,  and 
no  systematic  organization,  promising  permanence  takes  place. 
The  co-operation  of  the  ministers,  in  their  respective  charges,  is 
necessary  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  agent,  and  follow  his  labors 
with  the  desired  success.  The  Board  would  respectfully  suggest 
to  the  General  Synod  the  propriety  and  importance  of  considering 
the  subject,  of  the  best  means  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
boards  of  our  church,  either  by  giving  greater  efficiency  to  the  pre- 
sent system,  or  by  the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  well  qualified 
and  adapted  to  his  province  of  labor,  and  possessing  the  united  con- 
fidence of  the  church,  as  in  their  wisdom  they  may  deem  best.  It  is 
desirable  that  in  either  way  the  way  should  be  prepared  for  the  sys- 
tematic, united,  and  more  enlarged  co-operation  of  all  our  churches 
in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  different  boards.  It  is 
felt  by  all  that  more  ought  to  be  done,  and  will  be  done  under  right 
auspices.  All  that  is  needed  is  the  employment  of  the  proper  means, 
and  the  kindling  of  a  right  spirit. 

In  the  reception  of  beneficiaries,  the  following  rule  is  prescribed 
as  to  the  mode  of  application.  Two  ways  are  allowed.  1st.  The 
applicant  may  present  a  recommendation  from  the  pastor  and  Con- 
sistory of  the  Church  of  which  he  is  a  member,  testifying  as  to  his 
talents,  piety,  and  indigence.  If  he  is  already  pursuing  a  course  of 
preparatory  study,  a  certificate  from  his  instructor  is  also  expected. 
If  the  recommendation  be  from  a  Consistory,  the  applicant  is  re» 
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quested  to  be  present  and  have  a  personal  interview  with  the  Board, 
previous  to  his  reception.  Or,  2d.  He  may  present  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Classis  to  which  the  Church  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber  belongs.  This  recommendation  must  be  given  by  the  Classis 
after  an  examination  of  the  applicant,  present  at  their  session,  and 
a  careful  investigation  of  his  case.  Such  an  official  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Classis  is  deemed  sufficient,  without  the  personal  ap- 
pearance of  the  applicant  before  the  Board.  The  latter  course  is 
decidedly  preferred  by  the  Board,  as  they  thus  act  upon  the  re. 
sponsibility  of  one  of  our  church  courts,  where  the  ministers,  and 
elders  assembled,  are  justly  supposed  to  have  all  proper  means  for 
forming  an  accurate  judgment,  on  full  investigation. 

It  is  highly  important  that  in  the  early  encouragement  and  intro- 
duction of  young  men  in  the  preparation  for  the  ministry,  great  care 
should  be  exercised.  The  feelings  of  kindness,  and  sympathy, 
should  always  be  blended  with  sound  discrimination  and  close 
scrutiny.  It  becomes  more  difficult  after  the  reception  of  a  bene- 
ficiary, to  interpose,  when  doubts  arise  as  to  his  promise  of  useful- 
ness, unless  the  indications  should  prove  most  unequivocal,  and 
strong.  Very  much  depends  upon  the  character  of  the  beneficiaries 
as  to  the  impression  made  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  education, 
within  the  sphere  where  they  are  observed.  The  present  interests 
of  this  cause,  the  future  usefulness  of  those  who  shall  enter  the 
ministry,  and  the  welfare  of  religion  in  general,  stand  connected 
with  great  care  and  circumspection,  in  leading  forward  those  who 
are  to  be  trained  for  the  gospel  ministry.  The  apostolic  admoni- 
tion has  here  its  application,  "  Lay  hands  suddenly  on  no  man." 

The  General  Synod  has  for  several  years  reiterated  their  views 
on  the  importance  of  an  increased  supply  of  the  gospel  ministry, 
and  strongly  urged  the  claims  of  the  cause  of  education  upon  our 
churches.  The  calls  to  duty,  and  the  motives  to  exertion  continue, 
and  rather  increase  in  strength.  The  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
feels  from  year  to  year  the  need  of  increased  numbers,  to  supply 
our  weak  churches,  and  build  upon  waste  places.  Whatever  may 
be  the  pressure  upon  their  treasury,  they  feel  that  their  greatest 
difficulty  exists  in  finding  proper  men.  Fields  of  much  promise 
are  now  opening,  calling  for  suitable  and  devoted  laborers,  nurtured 
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in  our  own  church.  At  the  same  time,  the  cause  of  foreign  mis- 
sions,  in  which  we  have  so  happily  enlisted,  calls  for  the  consecra- 
tion of  more  of  her  sons  to  the  service.  Let  then  the  greatest 
diligence  and  caution  combined,  be  employed  in  seeking  out,  and 
calling  forth  our  pious  youth  of  rich  promise,  for  the  service.  Let 
sufficient  means  be  provided  for  those  who  in  the  providence  of 
God  are  destitute.  At  the  same  time,  why  is  it  (hat  so  few  of  our 
pious  young  men,  placed  in  circumstances  of  worldly  competence 
and  ease,  choose  and  devote  themselves  to  the  honorable  and  bless- 
ed  work  of  the  ministry.  To  them  let  an  earnest  and  affectionate 
appeal  be  made. 

Last  fall  the  Rev.  George  Dubois,  on  removing  from  this  city, 
resigned  his  office  as  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  board.  The  Rev.  Christopher  Hunt  was  chosen 
to  supply  his  place  as  a  member  of  this  board.  The  term  of  ser- 
vice for  which  the  following  members  of  the  board  were  chosen, 
now  expires,  viz  :  Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Mancius  S. 
Hutton,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Esq. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  DE  WITT, 

Cor.  SecWy 
New-York,  May  30,  1838 

A  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  report : 

They  regard  the  subject  entrusted  to  them,  as  of  the  highest  im- 
portance in  itself,  and  most  intimately  connected  with  the  enlarge- 
ment, stability,  and  prosperity  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  In 
the  order  of  things,  proper  means  and  efforts  for  the  education  of 
the  ministry  should  take  precedence  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bible 
and  the  work  of  foreign  and  domestic  missions. 

Is  not  the  preaching  of  the  cross  the  power  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion ?     Does  not  the  apostle  say,  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
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preacher?  And  how  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent? 
And  may  we  not  ask,  who  will  send  them,  who  ought  to  send  them, 
if  they  are  not  well  qualified  by  mental  culture  and  discipline,  and 
by  various  learning,  for  the  mighty  responsibilities  of  their  high 
and  holy  office. 

"W  hat  can  a  general  do  for  the  defence  of  his  country,  or  the 
extension  of  its  boundaries,  without  a  well  disciplined  and  well 
furnished  soldiery. 

Equally  impotent  and  inefficient  would  all  other  instrumentalities 
be,  if  the  proper  education  of  the  ministry  should  be  neglected. 

lour  Committee  think,  that  there  is  the  most  cheering  evidence 
that  this  subject  is  rising  in  the  estimation  of  ourchuiches,  and  will 
soon  receive  that  ample  and  uniform  support  which  it  so  eminently 
deserves. 

We  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  with 
lively  emotions  of  gratitude  to  God  for  the  past,  and  with  brighten- 
ing hopes  of  the  future.  Although  the  last  year  has  been  one  of 
uncommon  difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  all  pecuniary  matters, 
and  the  income  of  most  of  our  benevolent  societies  less  than  pre- 
ceding years,  yet  the  resources  of  this  board  have  been  con- 
siderably increased.  Three  new  Scholarships  have  been  endowed, 
adding  more  than  86.000  to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  board,  and 
8600  have  been  received  as  the  beginning  of  another  Scholarship  ; 
making  ten  fully  founded,  and  one  in  process  of  gradual  accumula- 
tion. This  kind  of  liberality  should  be  encouraged.  It  is  opening 
new  fountains  to  supply  the  necessities  of  the  church  ;  fountains 
sending  forth  perennial  streams,  which  shall  make  glad  the  city  of 
God,  and  bless  generations  yet  unborn. 

Last  year,  the  Synod  passed  a  resolution  recommending  this  sub- 
ject to  the  especial  attention  of  ministers  and  elders.  Your  Com- 
mittee would  again  insist  upon  its  great  importance,  and  offer  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  have  heard  with  pleasure 
and  gratitude  the  number  of  Scholarships  endowed  the  past  year, 
and  do  again  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  those  to  whom  God  in 
his  providence  has  given  the  means,  the  opportunities  thus  offered, 
of  aiding  most  effectually,  the  cause  of  education,  and  erecting 
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enduring  monuments  of  their  attachment  to  the  church,  and  liber- 
ality  in  the  service  of  Christ. 

The  report  of  the  board  also  adverts  with  high  commendation  to 
several  of  our  churches  which  have  formed  associations,  and 
pledged  the  support  of  one  or  more  beneficiaries  ;  we  hope  their 
example  will  be  followed.  There  are  few  of  our  congregations 
which  with  proper  union  and  co-operation,  could  not  educate  one 
young  man,  and  some  of  them  might  do  more.  May  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  thus  qualify  and  send  forth  laborers  into  the  harvest. 
It  appears  from  their  report,  that  God  has  been  better  to  the  board 
than  their  fears  ;  they  anticipated  an  empty  treasury,  but  like  the 
cruise  of  oil  and  the  measure  of  meal,  their  funds  have  not  failed ; 
the  receipts  of  the  last  year  exceed  those  of  the  preceding  by 
$432,  and  a  balance  of  between  $200  and  $300  was  still  on  hand. 
But  still  the  board  feel  that  the  necessities  of  the  cause  are  con- 
stantly becoming  more  and  more  urgent ;  that  the  amount  received 
has  never  been  proportionate  to  the  high  claims  of  the  subject,  and 
that  if  their  income  was  more  ample,  they  might  greatly  increase 
the  number  of  beneficiaries  and  the  efficiency  of  their  operations. 
They  respectfully  ask  the  Synod,  if  something  cannot  be  done  to 
increase  their  resources.  They  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Synod,  whether  greater  efficiency  cannot  be  given  to  the  pre- 
sent system  of  classical  agencies.  That  it  is  at  present  unequal  in 
its  operations  ;  embarrassed  with  difficulties  in  its  practical  details, 
and  unsatisfactory  in  its  results,  is  admitted  in  the  reports  of  all  our 
boards.  Your  Committee  can  devise  no  plan  which  can  reach  the 
emergencies  of  the  case. 

The  classical  agency  is  voluntary,  allows  of  no  compensation  to 
the  agent,  and  often  interferes  with  other  duties  considered  para- 
mount by  all  our  ministers  ;  it  therefore  appears  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  that  it  is  not  likely  to  answer  the  great  end  of  its  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  facts  developed  by  the  experiment,  establish  this 
inference  ;  if  not,  why  has  each  board  of  Synod  expressed  this 
opinion?  Your  Committee  therefore  believe  that  something  ought 
to  be  done. 

One  plan  is  to  invest  the  respective  boards  with  sufficient  au- 
thority to  select  and  appoint  occasional  and   temporary  agent0" ; 
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determine  upon  the  amount  of  compensation  ;  and  also,  the  field  of 
labor  they  shall  occupy .  Many  objections  to  this  plan  have  suggest- 
ed themselves  to  the  committee,  and  will  be  readily  perceived  by 
the  Synod.  The  exercise  of  this  authority  may  not  be  satisfactory 
to  the  church  at  large.  It  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  and 
enlist  the  proper  men  for  a  temporary  agency  ;  while  every  agent 
will  be  inexperienced  and  so  far  unqualified  for  efficient  action  be- 
fore the  term  of  his  appointment  has  expired. 

To  avoid  these  difficulties  which  the  boards  have  felt  and  do  still 
feel  they  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  General  Synod  selecting  and 
appointing  a  suitable  general  agent  under  the  direction  of  and  ac- 
countable to  the  General  Synod. 

If  this  can  be  done  with  entire  unanimity,  and  an  individual  be 
found  who  will  be  equally  acceptable  to  all  parts  of  the  church,  and 
secure  the  confidence  of  the  entire  ministry  of  the  church,  your 
committee  believe  it  ought  to  be  done. 

This  plan  of  a  general  agency  has  been  amply  discussed,  and 
thoroughly  examined  by  the  Synod  in  former  years  ;  its  advantages, 
the  plan  of  operation,  and  its  probable  results,  are  well  understood 
by  this  body  ;  your  committee,  therefore,  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  enter  upon  these  subjects  ;  they  will,  however,  ex- 
press their  opinion,  that  if  the  plan  is  not  adopted  with  entire  una- 
nimity, it  had  better  be  abandoned  ;  this  they  consider  as  essential 
to  its  success  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  church. 

We,  therefore,  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Synod,  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  support  the  Boards  of  Missions  and 
Education,  and  carry  out  the  growing  spirit  of  enterprize  in  the 
church,  some  more  efficient  plan  of  raising  funds  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed, or  greater  energy  be  given  to  the  present  system. 

The  board,  in  the  report,  speak  of  the  necessity  of  great  caution 
and  care  in  the  reception  of  beneficiaries,  and  give  a  detailed  view 
of  the  plan  they  have  adopted  and  acted  upon.  Your  committee 
fully  agree  with  the  report,  and  believe  their  course  will  meet  the 
cordial  approbation  of  every  member  of  this  Synod,  and  of  the 
church  generally, 
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Great  injury  may  be  done  to  the  interests  of  gratuitous  education 
by  the  incompetence  or  misconduct  of  the  beneficiaries;  the  board, 
therefore,  should  leave  no  avenue  unguarded,  and  remit  no  scruti- 
ny and  diligence  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  those  who  may  rather 
be  an  incumbrance  than  useful  in  the  church. 

After  all,  the  board  feel,  and  your  committee  respond  to  the  sen- 
timent, that  the  great  desideratum  bearing  upon  our  future  en- 
enlargement  and  prosperity,  is  to  obtain  sufficient  numbers  of  young 
men  to  devote  themselves  to  the  ministry,  and  supply  the  increasing 
demands  of  our  church. 

New  fields  are  opening  in  various  parts  of  our  own  country,while 
foreign  lands  are  crying  loudly,  <;  come  and  help  us."  The  church 
manifests  a  growing  interest  in  the  cause  of  domestic  and  foreign 
missions — but  whom  shall  we  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?  Where 
are  our  young  men,  members  of  our  churches — to  whom  God  has 
given  the  means  of  educating  themselves  ? 

Are  not  their  sympathies  moved  by  the  perishing  condition  of  im- 
mortal souls  ?  Will  they  not  obey  the  command  of  the  great  Head 
and  King  of  Zion — "  go  and  preach  my  gospel  to  every  creature?'* 

Will  they  not  bring  themselves,  their  "gold  and  silver,"  and  con- 
secrate both  to  the  cause  of  Christ?  Let  the  ministry  give  greater 
importance  and  prominence  to  their  claims,and  press  the  consciences 
of  such  young  men  on  this  subject ;  and  your  committee  believe  they 
will  in  many  cases  be  successful.  Greater  efforts  seem  also  to  be 
called  for,  to  bring  out  and  put  in  train  of  preparation,  young  men 
of  piety  and  talents,  but  of  indigent  circumstances,  who  may  be 
found  in  our  churches. 

We  believe  that  the  churches  will  furnish  the  means  to  educate 
all  such  young  men  that  can  be  found  ;  and  certainly  this  Synod 
will  agree  with  the  board,  that  if  the  ranks  of  the  ministry  in  our 
church  are  to  be  filled  up,  and  if  new  regions  are  to  be  explored 
and  cultivated,  we  must  have  men.  Upon  the  ministry  already  in 
the  church  devolves  a  large  measure  of  the  responsibility  of  furnish- 
ing them. 

We  would  only  say  in  conclusion,  the  Board  of  Education  have 
reason  to  raise  a  memorial  and  inscribe  upon  it,  *  hitherto  hath  the 
Lord  helped  us  :"  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  the  disposition   of 
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the  church  to  sustain  them,  to  persevere  in  their  determination  to 
receive  every  suitable  and  deserving  applicant ;  and  labor  as  they 
have  done  to  give  its  proper  prominence  to  the  cause  entrusted  to 
their  hands. 

And  the  General  Synod,  in  reviewing  the  results  of  the  last 
year's  operations,  and  looking  forward  to  the  future,  have  the 
strongest  inducements  to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education,  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  following  were  elected  : — Rev.  Samuel  VanVranken,  D.D., 
Rev.  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  and  Abraham  Van  Nest. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  be  instructed  in  making 
their  appropriations  to  beneficiaries  that  may  be  recommended  by  the 
Classis  of  Cayuga,  to  antedate  such  appropriations  to  the  time  at 
which  the  application  is  made  for  aid  from  said  board,  provided 
notice  of  such  application  has  been  sent  to  the  board  by  some  set- 
tled minister  of  the  Classis  to  which  the  beneficiary  belongs. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers  College. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Rutgers  College,  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Professorate,  with  instructions  to  report  spe- 
cially on  the  subjects  it  embraces,  at  the  earliest  convenience  : 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  General  Synod  the  following  report : 

From  the  report  of  the  faculty  of  the  college  to  this  board,  they 
learn  that  "  the  whole  number  of  students  now  in  the  literary  insti- 
tution, is  71 — viz:  of  the  senior  class,  16  ;  of  the  junior,  21;  of  the 
sophomore,  16  ;  of  the  freshmen,  18.  Of  these,  two,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  have  been  recently  and  pro  tern,  permitted  to  retire. 
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The  institution  has  been  favored  during  the  pa3t  year  with  its 
usual  good  health  ;  and  we  notice  with  gratitude  to  God  that  not  a 
single  student  has  died  at  New-Brunswick  since  the  renewed  opera- 
tion  of  the  college — covering  a  space  of  nearly  thirteen  years. 

The  happy  effects  of  the  revival  of  religion  in  the  preceding 
year,  have,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  been  deeply  felt  in  every 
department  of  the  college.  The  Bible  Society,  the  Society  of  In- 
quiry on  Missions,  and  the  Temperance  Society,  are  still  continued 
together,  with  associations,  public  and  private,  for  prayer  and  for 
reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  These  associations  appear  through- 
out to  be  conducted  with  spirit  and  unanimity. 

Professor  Beck  resumed  his  labors  in  the  chemical  department, 
at  the  present  term  ;  and  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  has  been  economically  expended  in  adding  to  our  stock 
of  apparatus  and  furnishing  materials  for  experiments. 

Under  growing  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  Professorship 
of  Natural  History,  and  anxious  that  its  instructions  may  be  contin- 
ued and  extended,  the  faculty  urge  "  a  more  efficient  provision  for 
its  support." 

Rev.  Dr.  Janeway  has  resigned  his  office  of  vice-president  of  the 
college,  and  the  Professorship  of  Rhetoric,  Belles-letters,  the  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity,  &c  About  eighteen  months  since,  Rev.  Dr. 
M'Clelland,  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  in  the  Theological 
Seminary,  agreed  to  relieve  Dr.  Janeway  from  a  part  of  his  duties 
as  professor,  by  performing  the  services  in  the  rhetorical  depart- 
ment. In  a  communication,  however,  made  to  the  president  of  the 
college,  a  few  weeks  back  he  declined  rendering  those  services  any 
longer.  He  afterwards  agreed  with  the  board,  in  consideration  of 
the  present  state  of  the  college,  to  continue  his  aid  as  a  voluntary 
favor,  and  has  informed  the  president  of  the  college  that  until  "  the 
prospect  improves,"  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
he  will  "allot  three  hours  a  week  to  the  two  upper  classes."  It 
thus  appears,  that  a  very  serious  vacancy  exists  in  the  course  of 
instruction  in  the  college,  and  that  the  Professorship  of  Rhetoric  and 
Belles-Lettres  is  put  on  a  very  precarious  footing.  Agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  compact  between  the  General  Synod  and  the 
trustees  of  Rutger's  College,  made  in  the  year  1825,  the  Professor 
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of  Biblical  Literature,  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  should  be  the 
Professor  of  Belles-lettres,  Elements  of  Criticism  and  Logic,  in 
Rutgers  College.  But  the  present  professor  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  claims  to  have  been  exempted  from  the  obligation  to 
teach  and  act  as  a  professor  in  the  college,  by  the  terms  of  his  ap- 
pointment to  his  office  in  the  Theological  Seminary  by  the  General 
Synod  of  1832.  This  alleged  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  plan 
of  union  between  the  two  institutions,  on  the  part  of  General 
Synod,  caused  at  the  time  great  embarrassment  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  carrying  into  effect  the  course  of  instruction  adopted 
in  the  college.  By  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Janeway  to 
the  Professorship  of  Rhetoric,  &c,  they  were  relieved  from  this 
difficulty  ;  but  now  that  Dr.  Janeway  has  resigned,  the  former  em- 
barrassment returns  in  full  force.  The  Board  of  Superintendents 
express  no  opinion,  and  make  no  complaint  in  relation  to  the  act  of 
Synod,  by  which  it  is  alleged  that  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Litera- 
ture was  freed  from  the  obligation  to  serve  as  Professor  of  Belles- 
lettres,  Elements  of  Criticism  and  Logic,  in  the  college.  Nor  do 
they  make  any  complaint  against  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature 
because  he  asserts  that  Synod  did  free  him  from  s*uch  obligation. 
They  merely  intend  to  inform  Synod  of  the  fact  that  the  professorship 
in  the  college  is  now  vacant,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  not 
the  power  to  fill  it.  They  would  moreover  most  respectfully  remind 
General  Synod,  that  if  indeed  the  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature 
was  freed  from  the  obligation  to  serve  in  the  college  as  Professor  of 
Belles-lettres,  it  was  contrary  to  the  articles  of  union  between 
the  trustees  of  Queen's  College  and  the  General  Synod  ;  and  ren- 
ders it  very  difficult  if  not  impracticable  for  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
carry  into  effect  the  full  course  of  instruction  prescribed  for  the 
college. 

Of  the  high  importance  and  value  of  the  college  to  the  church 
there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt.  It  is  the  chief  source  from 
which  the  Theological  Seminary  derives  its  students,  and  conse- 
quently our  churches  their  pastors.  From  the  year  1830  to  1837, 
inclusive,  the  college  has  brought  forward  thirty-six  graduates  to 
the  ministry,  or  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  the  students  who 
in  that  period  of  time  have  passed  through  the  seminary.     Of  the 
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present  senior  class  in  the  college,  eight  have  turned  their  attention 
to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  of  the  junior  class  ten.  The  whole 
present  junior  class  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  consisting  of 
fifteen  students,  are  graduates  of  Rutgers  College. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  Board  of  Superintendents  notice,  in  the 
communication  which  has  been  made  to  them  by  the  faculty,  the 
expression  of  their  belief,  that  "  untiring  pains  are  taken  in  various 
ways  to  withdraw  the  youth  of  our  own  churches  from  their  own  to 
foreign  institutions."  The  board  doubt  not  but  that  the  faculty  have 
good  reasons  for  expressing  this  as  their  belief.    It  is  evident,  how- 
ever,  that  for  the  Dutch  Church  to  preserve  its  distinctive  character 
as  a  church,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  youth  of  our 
churches  should  be  educated  in  our  own  institutions.     If  they  are 
trained   in  the  institutions  of  other  Christian  sects,  the  inevitable 
consequence  will  be,  that  any  peculiar  or  strong  attachment  to  their 
own  church  will  be  lost ;  the  sectarian  feeling  and    prejudices  of 
other  denominations  will  be  imbibed  ;  they  will  become  attached  to 
their  peculiar  habits  and  customs,  and  should  they  be  settled  as  pas- 
tors in  our  churches,  the  feelings  and   prejudices  which  they  have 
elsewhere  acquired,  will  probably  exert  an  unhappy  influence  over 
them.     Under  the  influence  of  a  truly  sectarian  spirit,  acquired  in 
another  religious  sect,  they  will  imagine  that  it  shows  liberality  of 
spirit,  and  enlargedness  of  sentiment,  to  make  light  of  the  peculiar 
customs  and  institutions  of  their  own  church,  and  to  adopt  and  in- 
troduce  into  it  those  of  others  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  they 
may  learn  to  reject  or  undervalue  the  doctrines  of  our  church,  and 
by  introducing   the  mistaken  views  and  erroneous  opinions  which 
they    have    received   abroad,   cause  discord   and   trouble.      For 
the  preservation  of  the  peace,  purity,  honor,  and  prosperity  of  our 
church,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  our  ministers  should  be 
mutually  acquainted,   and  cherish  mutual   confidence  ;  that  they 
should  agree  in  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  and  pre- 
serving its  customs  and  ecclesiastical  forms  of  government ;  and 
nothing  will  more  effectually  secure  this  state  of  things  than  edu- 
cating our  own  youth  in  our  own  institutions.     The  surest  way  to 
destroy  the  distinctive  character  of  our  church  ;  to  abolish  all  that 
is  peculiar  to  it ;  to  subvert  it  from  its  foundation,  and  to  amalga- 
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mate  it  with,  and  merge  it  in  some  other  Christian  sect  or  sects,  is 
to  withdraw  our  youth  from  our  own  to  foreign  institutions. 

That  the  advantages  enjoyed  elsewhere  are  so  superior  to  those 
offered  in  our  own  institutions  as  to  warrant  a  withdrawal  from  them, 
is  not  to  be  believed.  Other  and  older  establishments  may  have  more 
costly  and  extensive  buildings,  and  larger  apparatus  and  libraries  ; 
but  as  to  the  course  of  study,  and  the  ability  of  our  faculty,  we 
need  not  dread  a  comparison  with  any.  It  is  his  own  fault  if  a 
youth  in  our  institutions  does  not  obtain  an  education  of  the  highest 
order. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  crave  the  indulgence  of  General 
Synod  for  the  freedom  and  length  of  these  remarks.  The  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  is  greatly  dependent  on  the  College  for  a  supply  of 
students,  and  "there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  it  may  die  if  not  sup- 
ported by  its  literary  institution."  The  embarrassment  under  which 
the  college  now  labors  in  one  of  its  professorships,  is  caused  by  the 
departure  of  General  Synod  from  an  observance  of  the  terms  of 
the  articles  of  union  of  the  two  institutions  agreed  to  in  1825.  It  is 
believed  that  the  Synod  may  render  effectual  aid  to  the  college  by 
relieving  the  trustees  from  their  present  difficulties  ;  but  in  what 
way  this  aid  shall  be  given,  whether  by  recommending  to  our 
churches  to  attempt  the  immediate  endowment  of  the  professorship 
now  vacant,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Synod's  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature,  or  in  some  other  way,  we  respectfully  leave  to  the  de- 
termination of  General  Synod. 

In  conclusion,  we  cordially  adopt  the  language  of  the  faculty  in 
the  report  which  they  have  presented  to  us,  and  offer  our  prayer 
that  God  may  so  impress  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  the  college 
with  a  sense  of  its  use  in  promoting  science,  truth,  good  morals,  and 
the  interests  of  the  church  with  which  it  is  immediately  connected, 
as  to  secure  in  its  behalf  their  undivided,  prompt,  and  powerful  sup- 
port." CHARLES  SMITH, 

CORN'S  L.  HARDENBERGH> 
SAMUEL  B.  HOW, 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST, 
JOHN  KNOX, 
JAS.  B.   HARDENBERGH. 
New. Brunswick,  June  2,  1838, 
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The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Rut- 
gers  College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  : 

The  following  young  men  have  been  aided  from  the  interest 
arising  from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  funds,  from  the  1st 
April,  1837,  to  1st  April,  1838,  viz  : 

Van  Benschoten  Fund. 


C. 

Spalding,     . 

$90 

F. 

T.  Drake,    . 

90 

G. 

E.  Hand,     . 

90 

A. 

Elmendorf, 

120 

\V 

.   E.  Turner, 

90 

A. 

C.  Milspaugh, 

90 

E. 

Whitaker,    . 

90 

G. 

W.  P.  Myer, 

90 

J. 

T.  Demarest, 

30 

J. 

Watson, 

33 

Knox  Fund. 

$813 

II 

Willis,        .....         $120 

A 

B.  Winfield,             .... 

30 

$150 

Van  Benschoten  fund,  1st  April,  1838,  was  .         $19,680  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer,  .  .  742  60 

Interest  due  1st  May,  1838,  .  .  .  1,489  80 

Of  the  above  balance,  $300,  was  principle,  and  has 
since  been  loaned  out,  which  will  make  the  princi- 
pal of  the  fund,  ....  19,980  00 


Knox  fund,  1st  April,  1838,  was 


$2,000  00 
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Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer,  .  .  17  86 

Interest  due  1st  May,  1838,  ...  120  00 

The  young  men  now  on  the  funds,  (eleven  in  number,)  will  all 
remain  during  the  present  year. 

P.  SPADER,  Treasurer. 

New.Brunswick,  1st  June,  1838. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  to  receive  to  the  benefit  of  the  Van  Benschoten  fund,  if 
any  vacancy  shall  exist  during  the  year,  any  beneficiaries  that  may 
be  commended  to  them  bv  the  Board  of  Education. 


ARTICLE    XIV. 

Professorate. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  have  given  to  the  several  documents  referred  to 
them  a  careful  attention,  and  respectfully  report  to  Synod,  the  fol- 
lowing results. 

Theological  Seminary.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  is  an  exceedingly  satisfactory 
document  in  all  other  respects  than  in  the  number  of  students  pre- 
sented as  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  ministry.  In  the  num- 
ber however  there  is  no  actual  falling  off,  but  on  the  contrary  there 
is  an  increase  since  last  year;  but  the  wants  of  the  church,  to 
supply  her  vacancies  at  home,  and  meet  the  missionary  claims,  do- 
mestic and  foreign,  are  found  to  increase  in  much  greater  ratio. 
Our  Theological  Seminary  is  entitled  to  the  affectionate  confidence 
of  every  lover  and  friend  of  the  church,  and  has  claims  upon  the 
prayers  and  fostering  regards  of  all.  The  superintendents  request 
that  the  time  of  their  annual  meeting  be  changed  to  the  second  Wed- 
nesday of  July.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  change  be 
made. 
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Rutgers  College.  From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Rutgers  College,  it  appears  that  the  institution  con- 
tinues to  enjoy  an  encouraging  degree  of  prosperity.  About  the 
usual  number  of  students  are  in  attendance.  Good  order  prevails  ; 
and  the  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the  spirit  of  grace  is  still 
found.  The  report  however  is  not  all  of  so  cheering  a  character. 
It  represents  that  in  consequence  of  the  terms  of  the  appointment 
of  Professor  M'Clelland  to  his  office  in  the  Theological  Seminary, 
in  1832,  the  college  was  deprived  of  the  services  rendered  by  his 
predecessor,  in  the  departments  of  Rhetoric,  Belles-lettres,  and 
Logic.  The  embarrassment  experienced  in  consequence,  was  for 
the  time,  relieved  by  securing  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jane- 
way,  in  these  branches.  Professor  M'Clelland  also  has  given  aid 
for  some  time  past,  in  the  literary  department,  and  recently  has 
signified  his  willingness  to  continue  his  aid  in  the  rhetorical  depart- 
ment, under  the  present  exigencies  of  the  institution.  Professor 
Janeway  has  resigned  his  connexion  with  the  college,  and  thus  an 
important  vacancy  exists  which  the  report  declares  the  trustees 
have  not  power  to  fill. 

The  importance  of  the  college  to  the  Theological  Seminary,  and 
to  the  church,  is  amply  proved  by  our  past  experience,  and  is  too 
obvious  to  need  remark.  The  trustees,  the  Synod,  and  the  whole 
church,  have  a  deep  concern  in  sustaining  and  carrying  it  forward, 
and  in  doing  so,  there  ought  to  be  united,  vigorous,  and  constant 
efforts.  The  favor  of  heaven  has  been  upon  it,  and  its  success 
and  advantages  have  hitherto  fulfilled  every  reasonable  anticipa- 
tion. Let  not  exertions  on  its  behalf  be  slackened  until  it  shall 
have  attained  an  elevation,  in  which  the  lovers  of  science,  and  the 
friends  of  religion,  shall  rejoice.  Your  committee  believe  that 
under  existing  emergencies,  and  from  stipulated  engagements,  the 
college  has  a  just  claim  upon  the  sympathies,  and  special  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Synod  ;  and,  they  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions. 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  cordially  recommend  Rutgers  Col. 
lege  to  the  patronage  of  all  with  whom  they  have  influence,  and 
particularly,  that  they  recommend  to  all  the  churches  under  their 
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care,  to  take  up  a  collection  on  or  about  the  first  Sabbath  of  De- 
cember next,  and  to  transmit  the  avails  to  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  the 
treasurer  of  the  college,  to  aid  the  trustees  in  filling  up  the  pro- 
fessorships, and  securing  all  the  instruction  necessary  to  the  good 
of  the  institution. 

2.  Resolved,  That  whenever  the  Synod  shall  have  a  general  agent 
whose  labors  are  designed  to  promote  the  institutions  of  the  church, 
such  agent  is  instructed  to  afford  all  the  facilities  and  help  in  his 
power  in  aid  of  any  efforts  which  may  be  made  by  the  trustees  for 
the  increase  of  their  permanent  funds. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  B.  C.  Tay- 
lor, G.  W.  Bethune,  and  J.  I.  Schultz,  and  the  Elders,  W.  Mann, 
and  W.  B.  Crosby,  be  appointed,  who  shall,  in  connexion  with  a 
committee  of  the  trustees,  confer  with  Professor  Janeway,  with  a 
view  to. securing  upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory  the  continuance 
of  his  services  in  our  institutions  in  New-Brunswick. 

Board  of  Corporation.  The  various  documents  from  this 
board,  are  clear  and  satisfactory,  and  the  trusts  confided  to  them 
are  executed  with  fidelity  and  skill.  They  have  in  compliance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  last  General  Synod,  reported  fully,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  they  ask  of  the  Synod  to  sanc- 
tion their  report.  Your  committee  recommend  that  such  sanction 
be  given  ;  that  the  clergymen  of  the  church  generally  be  invited 
to  become  subscribers  to  the  fund  ;  that  the  churches  be  earnestly 
enjoined  to  attend  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  to  the  annual  collection, 
on  or  about  the  first  Sabbath  in  October,  and  that  the  committees 
appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacies,  for  this 
fund,  be  continued  or  renewed. 

Education  Fund.  The  treasurer's  statement  shows  a  large 
increase  in  the  permanent  fund  for  education.  Ten  scholarships 
are  endowed;  and  the  sum  of  $19,700  invested  by  the  Board  of 
Corporation,  the  interest  of  which  is  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  half-yearly  payments. 

Van  Benschoten  and  Miss  Knox  Funds.  Peter  Spader,  Esq., 
reports  the  names  of  ten  beneficiaries  to  whom  he  has  paid,  from 
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1st  April,  1837,  to  1st  April,  1838,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  former, 
8813 ;  and  the  names  of  two  beneficiaries,  to  whom  has  been  paid 
from  the  latter  the  sum  of  6150.  The  amount  of  principal  con- 
stituting  these  funds,  is  621,980. 

In  the  review  of  all  the  subjects  which  have  come  before  them, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Synod  has  cause  of  gratitude 
for  the  growth,  and  increasing  strength,  and  efficiency  of  its  institu- 
tions, and  full  encouragement,  in  humble  reliance  upon  the  divine 
blessing,  in  pursuing  a  steady  course  of  policy,  cherishing  the 
the  spirit  of  affectionate  unity  and  zealous  co-operation,  to  antici- 
pate the  amplest  prosperity. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

JOHN  KNOX,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  consider 
and  report  whether  it  is  adviseable  to  make  any  change  in  the  num- 
ber of  members  composing  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Herman  Vedder,  and  the  Elder 
William  B.  Crosby,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  report  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  changing  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  respectfully  report — 

That  said  board,  as  now  constituted,  consists  of  two  ministers 
nominated  by  each  Classis,  and  appointed  by  the  Synod.  That 
since  this  arrangement  was  made,  in  1824,  the  number  of  Classes 
has  increased  to  eighteen  ;  so  that  the  Board  of  Superintendents, 
when  entirely  full,  consists  of  thirty-six  members,  and  cannot,  un- 
der existing  arrangements,  convene,  but  at  a  very  considerable  ex- 
pense upon  the  treasury  of  Synod ;  and  your  committee  believe, 
that  a  board,  amply  competent  to  all  its  duties,  and  sufficiently  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  churches,  and  at  a  diminished  expense,  can 
be  constituted  by  the  nomination  of  one  minister  on  the  part  of  each 
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classis,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Synod.  Your  committee  however  are 
of  opinion,  that  an  entire  'change  of  the  members  of  the  board  at  the 
same  time  is  not  expedient.  They  therefore  recommend  to  Synod 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  shall,  after  the  present  Synodical  year,  consist  of  one 
minister,  taken  from  each  Classis,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  Synod 
in  1834. 

2.  Resolved,  That  upon  the  election  and  organization  of  the  Board 
of  Superintendents,  the  next  year,  in  the  form  above  recommended, 
they  be  required  to  arrange  themselves  into  three  classes  ;  the 
members  composing  the  first  of  which  classes  to  serve  for  one 
year,  the  second  for  two  years,  and  the  third  for  three  years ;  the 
board  afterward  to  be  perpetuated  by  the  annual  choice  of  members 
to  fill  the  vacancies  as  from  year  to  year  they  shall  occur. 

3.  Resolved,  That  six  members  of  the  board,  regularly  convened, 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KNOX  Chairman. 

Synod  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents. 

The  following  persons,  who  had  been  nominated  by  the  respec- 
tive Classes  were  appointed  : 

Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  for  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer,  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  Christopher  Hunt,  removed  to  the  Classis  of  New. 
York. 

Rev.  John  A.  Liddle,  for  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  in  the  place  of 
the  Rev.  John  C.  Vandervoort,  removed  to  the  Classis  of  Rens- 
selaer. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE    XVI. 
Church  Visitation. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 

ARTICLE   XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  submitted  his 
annual  report,  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  annual  missionary  sermon  was  preached  before  General 
Synod  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  in  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Mau- 
rice W.  D wight,  from  Isaiah  lxii.  1. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt* 
ed,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 
That,  from  the  documents  submitted  to  them,  they  have  reason  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  very  encouraging  increase  of  missionary 
zeal  throughout  the  church.      The  Board  of  Domestic  Missions 
Vol.  V.  24 
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certainly  show  much  reason  for  gratitude.  Their  receipts  during 
the  past  year  are,  it  is  true,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  times, 
several  hundred  dollars  less,  yet  they  have  been  able,  by  a  judicious 
application  of  their  funds,  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  ordinances  of 
religion  in  eight  churches  more  than  during  the  past  year. 

Appropriations  have  been  made  to  the  following  churches  : 
Princeton.  Xewark,  Third  Church  of  Albany,  ChittenangOj 
Canajoharie,  Ashokin,  Caroline,  Lysander,  Clove,  Tyashoke, 
Oyster-Bay,  Jackson,  Fairfield,  Newburgh,  Mount-Pleasant, 
Hudson,  Bloomingdale,  Clover -Hill,  Second  Church  of  Berne, 
Roxborough,  Cicero,  Cahoes,  Salem,  Jamesville,  Canastota, 
Dashville,  Cato,  Sandbeach. 

In  this  distribution  of  funds,  your  board  have  evidently  exercised 
great  judgment,  a  proof  of  which  is  given  in  the  fact  that  pastoral 
aid  has  been  secured  to  all  except  two  of  the  churches,  who  have 
been  dependent  upon  less  satisfactory  supplies.  The  responsibilities 
assumed  by  the  board  amount  to  about  84000,  while  the  receipts  have 
amounted  to  84589.16.  At  present  the  treasurer  reports  a  balance 
in  his  hands,  but  this  occurs  only  because  appropriations  amounting 
to  more  than  that  balance,  and  now  due,  have  not  been  claimed. 

God  has  been  pleased  to  seal  by  the  blessing  of  his  Holy  Spirit 
these  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom.  While  generally 
a  most  pleasing  attendance  is  found  upon  the  ordinances  of  the 
Lord's  house,  Sabbath  schools,  Bible  and  catechetical  classes,  a 
most  gracious  revival  of  religion  has  been  granted  to  several  of 
them. 

The  Second  Church  of  Berne,  where  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waring,  de- 
tained from  his  foreign  destination,  has  been  laboring  for  the  last 
six  months,  and  the  churches  of  Manayunk  and  Roxborough,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bumstead,  have  abounded  with  causes 
of  thanksgiving  unto  God.  The  board  say  with  great  force,  that 
"  in  estimating  the  results  of  the  past  year,  it  should  be  remembered, 
that  while  special  visitations  of  mercy  have  been  enjoyed  by  a  few 
churches,  the  great  proportion  is  indebted  to  the  aid  they  received 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  gospel ;  while  their  means  are  small,  the 
appropriations  made  enable  them  to  sustain  the  ministry  among 
hem,  and  thus  secure  the  sowing  of  the  good  seed,  and  the  exertion 
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of  a  silent,  constant,  and  incalculably  beneficial  influence,  in  mould* 
ing  the  character  and  training  the  heart." 

The  comparatively  large  appropriations  to  the  churches  of  New- 
ark, Newburgh,  Hudson,  Second  Church  of  Brooklyn,  and  the 
Third  Church  of  Albany,  are  clearly  justified  by  the  circumstances 
of  those  churches.  It  is  pleasant  to  learn  that  there  is  every  en- 
couragement  to  believe  that  the  church  of  Newark,  the  church  at 
Hudson,  and  the  Third  Church  of  Albany,  will  soon  be  independent 
of  any  aid  from  the  board,  and  able  in  their  turn  to  contribute  to  its 
funds.  The  Second  Church  at  Brooklyn  is  at  present  destitute  of 
a  pastor,  but  it  is  hoped,  that  upon  the  settlement  of  one,  they  will 
prosecute  their  good  enterprize. 

The  Church  of  Newburgh  has  been  doubly  tried.  The  times 
have  had  a  paralizing  effect  upon  the  people  who  have  so  many 
claims  upon  them  for  the  erection  of  their  house  of  worship,  and 
in  the  midst  of  their  difficulties,  their  late  pastor  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cruickshank)  was  under  the  necessity  of  relinquishing  his  labors 
among  them  from  ill  health.  Their  success  is  of  great  importance, 
as  the  location  will  make  it  the  centre  of  a  very  happy  influence. 
The  enterprize  therefore  should  be  commended  to  the  prayers,  sym- 
pathies, and  liberality  of  all  who  desire  to  see  the  cause  of  religion 
in  our  church  advanced. 

The  churches  of  Williamsburg,  Jersey  City,  Bergen-neck,  Tya- 
shoke,  and  Fort-Plain,  are  worthy  of  praise  for  their  liberal  exer- 
tions in  rendering  themselves  independent  of  aid  from  the  board. 

The  board,  in  their  report,  show  that  they  sympathize  with  the 
Synod  and  the  church  in  a  desire  to  extend  the  cause  of  religion 
in  the  Western  sections,  and  make  several  sensible  suggestions  upon 
the  subject,  one  of  which  is,  that  for  the  success  of  the  plan  it  is 
desirable  that  several  ministers,  with  their  families,  should  go  toge- 
ther. Some  favorable  indications  of  such  a  movement  of  this  charac- 
ter have  been  made,  and  the  board  assure  us  of  its  readiness  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  meet  our  wishes  in  this  respect. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  are  requested 
carefully    and    zealously   to   persevere    in   endeavoring   to   plant 
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churches  of  our  denomination  in  the  Western  sections  of  our  coun- 
try. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  have  presented  a  most  cheering 
document,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  missionary  spirit  in  our  churches. 
The  treasurer's  report  shows  an  increase  of  $3,707.48  in  the  con- 
tributions for  the  past  year  over  that  of  the  year  before.  Early 
during  the  last  spring,  it  is  known,  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  determined 
to  send  out  the  Rev.  Frederick  B.  Thompson  and  wife,  (who  have 
been  for  some  time  waiting  leave  from  Providence  to  depart)  and 
the  Rev.  William  I.  Pohlman  and  wife,  so  soon  after  the  middle  of 
May  as  an  eligible  passage  could  be  procured.  Circumstances,  in 
providence,  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waring 
and  wife  to  remain.  The  instructions  to  the  missionaries,  by  the 
Prudential  Committee  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  were  delivered  by  one 
of  the  secretaries  on  the  evening  of  Sabbath  the  20th  of  May, 
when  also  a  charge  was  delivered  in  behalf  of  our  board  by  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  a  farewell  address  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Thompson. 

A  farewell  meeting  was  also  held  in  New-York,  and  on  the  25th 
of  May,  these  missionaries  embarked,  in  the  ship  Albion,  Captain 
Putnam,  (whose  owners,  Messrs.  Olvphant,  Talbot  &  Co.,  showed 
much  liberal  kindness)  and  are  now,  we  trust,  safely  proceeding  on 
their  voyage,  to  a  happy  termination  of  which  may  God  bring  them. 
Your  committee  regret  to  learn  that  the  missionaries  at  present 
in  the  East-Indies  have  met  with  much  difficulty,  from  the  European 
governors,  in  their  attempts  to  make  a  permanent  settlement  among 
the  heathen.  The  present  indications  of  Providence  seem  to 
point  to  the  Island  of  Borneo  as  a  field  of  labor,  where  the  mission- 
aries have  been  instructed  to  obtain,  if  possible,  leave  to  reside  and 
prosecute  their  labors.  "  Thus,"  say  the  board  in  their  report, 
"  have  our  missionary  brethren  been  called  to  an  early  trial  of  their 
faith  and  patience,  which  we  trust  will  prove  a  blessed  discipline  in 
preparation  for  the  work  to  which  they  are  devoted  ;  and  it  may,  at 
no  distant  time,  be  shown  by  the  results  of  missionary  efforts,  that 
wisdom  and  mercy  directed  those  events  which  at  first  seemed  dark 
and  adverse.    At  this  interesting  crisis  the  mission  is  specially  com- 
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mended  to  the  prayers  of  the  churches,  that  the  King  of  Zion 
would  direct  their  paths,  set  before  them  an  open  door  to  the  hea- 
then, and  largely  endow  them  with  all  means  for  the  wise  and  faith- 
ful  discharge  of  the  trust  committed  to  them.  The  communications 
which  have  been  received  from  our  brethren,  tend  to  inspire  confi- 
dence in  the  spirit  they  cherish  and  the  course  they  pursue,  and 
hopes  as  to  their  future  usefulness  in  the  service  on  which  they 
have  entered.  The  friendly  relation  with  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  and 
correspondence  with  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  are  con- 
tinued in  a  very  satisfactory  manner." 

It  is,  as  your  committee  learn  from  several  papers  submitted  to 
them,  thought  desirable  that  some  more  efficient  means  than  those 
now  used  should  be  employed  for  the  collection  of  funds  for  our 
various  benevolent  institutions. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  is  a  sugges- 
tion, that  "  the  appointment  of  a  general  agent  is  desirable,  who, 
by  going  from  church  to  church,  may  carry  with  him  the  feelings 
of  the  brethren,  in  the  different  sections  of  the  church,  and  thus 
unite  the  whole  more  closely  together  in  the  ties  of  a  common  bro- 
therhood." 

The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  it  appears  to  your 
committee  that  the  several  boards  and  committees  who  have  these 
benevolent  interests  under  their  care  should  be  authorized  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  seem  to  them  most  proper. 

Your  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  Synod 
to  the  fact,  that  aid  is  frequently  solicited  for  other  missionary  socie- 
ties than  those  authorized  by  the  Synod,  to  the  serious  injury  of  the 
influence  of  the  church  ;  they  therefore  propose  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  churches  of  our  denomina- 
tion be  earnestly  requested  to  transmit  their  funds  in  aid  of  mis- 
sionary operations,  to  the  treasuries  of  those  Boards  of  Missions 
appointed  by  General  Synod. 

The  committee  have  nothing  further  to  suggest,  but  cannot  deny 
themselves  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  the  church  upon  the  rapid 
increase  of  missionary  zeal  among  us,  and  they  earnestly  pray  that 
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our  church  may  go  forward,  until  we  show  such  industry  and  libe- 
rality as  our  position  and  circumstances  demand  of  us. 

GEO.  W.  BETHUNE, 

Chair'n  Com.  on  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  collection  of  funds  for  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Missions,  and  Education  Boards,  either  by  classical  agents 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  or  by  each  member  of  Classis  in  his 
own  sphere,  be  commended  to  the  special  attention  of  the  several 
Classes,  and  that  it  be  earnestly  requested  of  all  our  ministers  and 
consistories  faithfully  to  attend  to  this  object. 

Resolved,  That  in  cases  in  which  classical  agents  or  individuals 
in  their  own  churches,  cannot  operate  efficiently,  the  Boards  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions  and  Education,  be,  and  hereby  are 
authorized  to  employ  special  agents  for  the  collection  of  funds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  instructed  to 
report  to  the  Synod  at  its.  next  meeting,  the  fixed  rules  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  to  guide 
them  in  their  appropriations,  made  for  the  support  of  missionaries 
from  our  church,  engaged  in  their  service,  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Some  items  in  the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  for  1837,  not  being  entirely  understood  by  some 
of  the  members  of  Synod, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  be  requested  to 
lay  before  the  next  General  Synod,  such  explanation  in  the  pre- 
mises, as  may  be  in  their  power. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  has  expired. 
On  counting  the  votes,  it  appeared  that  the  following  persons  were 
elected  : 

Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Christopher 
Hunt,  and  Messrs.  Abraham  Varick  and  Isaac  Schuyler. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Ge- 
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neral  Synod,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.     On  counting  the 
ballots  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected. 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  Jacob 
J.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  and  Messrs.  Cornelius 
Hyer,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Valentine  Vandewater,  John  D.  Keese, 
Reuben  Van  Pelt,  James  Van  Antwerp,  and  Jacob  Brouwer. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  an  individual  to  preach  the  an- 
nual missionary  sermon,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  was  chosen  primarius,  and  the 
Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  secundus. 

ARTICLE     XIX. 

Widows1  Fund. 

(See  Articles  IV.  and  XIV.) 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  solicit 
donations  for  the  Widows'  Fund,  in  the  city  of  New-York. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  solicit 
donations  for  the  Widows'  Fund  in  the  city  of  New-York,  respect- 
fully report. 

The  committee  met  early  last  winter,  to  consult  in  reference  to 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  their  appointment.  It  was  deemed  advisable 
after  consultation,  to  postpone  their  solicitations  until  spring,  when  it 
was  hoped  the  times  would  be  more  propitious.  In  March,  a  quan- 
tity of  circulars  containing  the  plan  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  and  a 
short  appeal  in  relation  to  it,  were  printed,  with  the  view  of  direct- 
ing them  to  individuals  upon  whom  it  was  intended  to  call.  The 
committee  again  met,  and  on  full  consultation,  it  was  still  considered 
expedient  to  defer  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  as  the  times  in  the 
commercial  community  still  did  not  promise  much  success.  It  was 
judged  better  to  defer  with  the  prospect   of  success,  than  to  have 
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made  a  present  effort,  in  a  great  measure,  unsuccessful.  The 
Committee  trust  the  Synod  will  accredit  the  motives  which  have 
governed  them. 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 
New-York,  June  1,  1838. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  committee  be  continued. 
Resolved,  That  the   following  committees  be  continued  to  soli- 
cit subscriptions,  donations,  and  legacies,  for  the  Widows'  Fund. 

1.  In  Xew.York.—Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Dr.  Ferris, 
Dr.  Brodhead,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  James  Suydam,  Joseph  V.  Va- 
rick,  James  Bogert,  Wm.  B.  Crosby,  and  B.  L.  Kip. 

2.  In  Albany. — Rev.  Thomas E.Vermilye,  Rev.  I.N.  WyckotT, 
Richard  V.  De  Witt,  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  William  P. 
Van  Rensselaer,  John  Sanders,  Charles  A.  Keeler,  Wm.  C.  Miller, 
J.  R.  Bleecker. 

3.  In  Philadelphia. — Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  J.  B.  Hardenburgh, 
W.  Mentz,  and  Frederick  Erringer. 

4.  In  yew-Brunswick. — Rev.  Dr.  Janeway,  Rev.  Dr.  Howe, 
Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh. 

5.  In  Utica. — Rev.  Mr.  Mandeville,  Mr.  J.  H.  Rathbone,  Mr. 
C.  C.  Brodhead. 

Resolved,  That  each  Classis  be  directed  to  appoint  committees 
of  such  numbers  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions, donations  and  legacies,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  be  requested  to  attend  to  their 
duties,  and  make  returns  to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  directed  annually 
to  issue  through  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  a  circular  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Widows'  Fund,  in  sufficient  season  to  enable  it  to  be  read 
to  all  the  congregations  previously  to  the  collection  in  October. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  authorized  at  any  time,  to  issue  such 
publications  on  the  subject  as  they  deem  advisable. 
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Synod  desirous  that  all  their  ministers  may,  if  practicable,  be- 
come interested  in  the  Widows'  Fund,  do 

Resolve,  That  in  cases  in  which  ministers  may  find  it  incon- 
venient themselves  to  become  subscribers  to  this  fund,  it  be  re- 
commended to  consistories  to  secure  for  their  pastors  an  interest 
therein,  by  subscribing  on  their  behalf. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

Particularia. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  members 
of  the  respective  Boards  of  Missions,  of  the  Board  of  Corporation, 
and  of*  the  Board  of  Education,  and  other  nominations  usually  sub- 
mitted to  such  a  committee  ;  and  that  hereafter  another  standing 
committee  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  of  Nomina- 
tions. 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  George  W.  Bethune* 
and  John  H.  Pitcher,  and  the  Elders,  William  C.  Miller,  and  John 
R.  Baker,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  Edwin  Holmes, 
and  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders,  William  C. 
Miller,  and  George  W.  Morris,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
arrangements  to  hold  a  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of 
the  session,  for  devotional  exercises,  with  special  reference  to  the 
benevolent  operations  of  the  church. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  was  held  accordingly. 

Mr.  Charles  "Van  Wyck,  having  submitted  to  General  Synod  a 
statement  that  the  nett  profits  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer  are 
devoted  to  the  benevolent  funds  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
and  that  it  would  on  that  account  be  very  desirable  to  increase  its 
circulation,  therefore 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  as  at 
present  conducted,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Synod,  an  important  aux- 
Vol.  V.  25 
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iliary  in  promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  church,  and  a  valuable 
religious  family  paper,  and  well  deserving  a  place  in  every  family 
belonging  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  report,  that  in  accordance 
with  the  direction  of  the  last  General  Synod,  he  has  made  out  and 
transmitted  to  the  several  Classes  their  respective  accounts  with 
the  Synod,  for  copies  of  the  Minutes  furnished  to  them.  The  ac- 
counts included  the  Minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the  Synod.  It 
was  found  that  the  whole  amount  due.  was  no  less  than  8828  19. 
It  is  however  gratifying  to  state,  that  several  of  the  Classes  have 
with  commendable  promptness,  during  the  year,  liquidated  the 
arrears  due  from  them.  Others  have  paid  considerable  on  account, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  all  have  taken  order  on  the  subject.  It  is 
therefore  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  the  current  year  at  farthest, 
the  whole  debt  will  be  cancelled.  From  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Classis  of  Bergen,  a  communication  has  been  received,  containing 
a  request  on  behalf  of  the  Classis,  that  the  sum  of  $41.50,  the  amount 
of  arrearages  due  from  them,  June  1st,  1831,  be  remitted,  on  the 
ground  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  actual  impossibility  of  collecting  it, 
in  consequence  of  the  effect  produced  upon  their  churches  by  the 
secession  which  occurred  prior  to  that  date,  and  during  which  trou- 
bles  the  amount  of  arrears  referred  to  accrued. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  report  be  adopted,  and  that  the  amount 
due  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen  be  remitted,  and  that  the  Stated 
Clerk  be  directed  to  prosecute  the  collection  of  the  arrears  due 
from  the  several  Classes. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  last 
General  Synod,  on  the  subject  of  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  (p.  92,) 
which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  the  Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  and  Herman  Vedder, 
and  the  Elder  William  B.  Crosby. 
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The  Committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  concerning  the  Printing  of  the 
Psalms  and  Hymns,  &c.  present  the  following  report : 

It  appears  manifest  to  your  committee,  that  there  has  been  for 
some  time,  and  that  there  still  exists  a  general  dissatisfaction  in  re- 
lation  to  the  present  form  and  prices  of  our  Psalm  and  Hymn  Books ; 
so  much  so,  that  several  congregations  have  not  been  willing  to 
supply  themselves,  in  the  expectation  of  our  having  that  book  in  a 
new  form,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  cannot  approve  of  the  proposition  of 
purchasing  the  stereotype  plates  of  William  A.  Mercein,  Esq.,  as  they 
will  not  be  wanted  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  breaking  them 
up  ;  but  they  recommend  the  referring  the  whole  matter  of  extinguish, 
ing  Mr.  Mercein's  copy  right,  and  of  printing  and  publishing  the  Book 
of  Psalms  and  Hymns,  &c,  either  by  themselves,  or  through  some 
bookseller,  as  they  may  deem  proper,  to  the  Board  of  Corporation 
of  the  General  Synod ;  and  of  investing  them  with  full  power  of  ex- 
ecuting  this  trust,  in  conformity  with  their  knowledge  of  the  views 
and  interests  of  the  General  Synod,  and  of  the  church  in  general. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  General  Synod,  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  which  they  have  had  under  considera- 
tion be  not  printed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  but  it  be 
referred,  together  with  all  the  documents  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  present  committee,  to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  their  speedy  and  prompt  action  on  the  subject. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Signed  by  order, 

CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Benschoten  was  read. 

ARTICLE    XXI. 

Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions. 
A  number  of  copies  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  of 
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the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the   American  Tract  Society, 
were  received,  and  distributed  among  the  members  of  Synod. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  chairman  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  of  the  New.York  State  Temperance  Society,  ac- 
companied with  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Temperance  Almanac, 
for  the  present  year,  and  of  the  Temperance  Recorder,  for  the 
months  of  March  and  June,  which  were  distributed  among  the 
members. 

Mr.  Porteus,  agent  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  at 
his  request,  addressed  the  Synod  in  reference  to  a  plan  to  supply  a 
library  of  moral  and  religious  books,  for  public  and  private  schools, 
factories,  families,  &c,  projected  by  the  said  Union,  and  laid  upon 
the  table  of  Synod  several  copies  of  the  printed  sketch  of  said 
plan. 

ARTICLE  XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

Synodical   Archives. 
Nothing  occurred. 

\RTICLE    XXIV. 

Accounts. 

The  committee  on  accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $13  37^,  was  presented, 
?md  ordered  to  be  paid. 
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ARTICLE    XXV. 

Resumption   and    Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this  session  of  Synod,  duly  authenticated, 
and  that  he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  direct, 
ed  by  them. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  the  Synod,  the  roll  was  called 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  per- 
sons were  absent  without  permission,  viz :  Rev.  Elbert  Slingerland 
and  the  elders  Elias  Hubbard  and  Elijah  Alliger. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  presented  to  the 
citizens  of  Albany  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  to  the  dele- 
gates during  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the 
Consistory  of  the  North  Church  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Sy. 
nod  during  their  session,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  the  Middle 
Church  for  the  use  of  their  house  of  worship  on  the  evenings  when 
the  Synodical  and  Missionary  Sermons  were  preached. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE    XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June,  1839,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  Af. ;  and  was  closed 
with  singing  the  21st  Hymn,  3d  part,  and  prayer  by  the  President. 
BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR,  President: 
THOS.  E.  VERMILYE,  Adsessor. 

R.  ORMISTON  CURRIE,  )  „    , 
J.  R.  TALMADGE,  \  Cle^s. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  North 
America,  convened  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  Wed- 
nesday,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. nine.  The  session  con- 
tinuedfrom  the  fifth  to  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a 
sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  Acts  ix. 
31.  "  Then  had  the  churches  rest  throughout  all  Judea,  and 
Gallilee,  and  Samaria,  and  were  edified ;  and  walking  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were 
multiplied." 

ARTICLE  II. 

Members  present, 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  NEW- YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  NewYorJc. 

Rey.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,*  Samuel  A,  Van  Vranken, 
D.  D.,  and  Richard  L.  Schoonmaker.* 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
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Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  William  I.  Roome,*  Corns.  Hyer.f 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  John  E.  Miller^  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.§ 
Elders,  John  D.  Keese,  Joseph  W.  Duryee. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  John  L.  Zabriskie,||  and  Charles  P.  Wack. 
Elders,  Abraham  A.  Beekman,  Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh,  and 
Peter  D.  Vroom.J 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  John  Garretson,  Ira  C.  Boice,  and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor. 
Elder,  Henry  Traphagen. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Par  amies. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Wiggins,  John  H.  Duryea,  Peter  I.  Quick. 
Elder,  James  Van  Blarcom.f 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  William  R.  Gordon,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  D.  D.,  and 
Thomas  M.  Strong. 

Elders,  Theodorus  Snediker,  Adrian  Vanderveer,f  and  Singleton 
Mitchell. § 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  and  Abraham 
O.  Halsey. 

Elders,  James  Peters,  Simon  Van  Arsdale. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  their  seats  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

§  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

Jl  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
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8.   From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Jacob  VV.  Hangen. 
Elder,  Jacob  C.  Elmendorf. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Samuel  Kissam,  Thomas  E.  Ver- 

milye,  D.  D. 

Elders,  Willliam  N.  Sill,  Philip  Phelps,*  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  John  F.  Mesick,  John  Lillie,  and  Abraham  Fort. 
Elders,  Elijah  Alliger,t  Sevryn  Bruyn,t  and  Benjamin  A.  New- 
kirk. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  John  P.  Knox,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  and  John  Gray. 
Elders,  Isaac  Hutton,  Ryer  Heermance,  John  I.  Kittle. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  Cornelius  Wyckoff,  Wm.  Pitcher.* 
Elders,  Teunis  Swart,  Joseph  Southworth.§ 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  Benjamin  B.  Westfall,  Jacob  D.  Fonda. 
Elder,  Peter  Putman.J 


*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session, 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
§  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session- 
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6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  John  M.  Scribner. 

Elders,  *  *  * 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  Abraham  I.  Swits,  A.  B.  Chittenden. 
Elders,  James  V.  S.  Riley,  John  Saunders. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  John  Beattie,  Benjamin  Bassler.* 
Elder,  Samuel  Allen. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  John  T.  Demarest.f 
Elder,  William  Houston. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  William  Cahoone  and  Brogun  Hoff. 

Elders,  James  Van  Deursen,  William  D.  Kirtland. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  President. 
The  Rev.  Brogun  Hoff  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
The  Rev.  John  P.  Knox  and  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  were  chosen 
Clerks,  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Reading  of  the  Minutes. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Synod  were  read. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  after  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
These  were  read. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  the  Professorate.— Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  Jacob  Schoon- 
maker,  D.  D.  and  Peter  Labagh,  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van 
Nest,  and  Joseph  W.  Duryee. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  Ebenezer 
Wiggins,  and  Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  and  the  Elders,  John  Saunders 
and  Henry  Traphagen. 

On  Missions.— Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Abraham  I. 
Swits,  and  Jacob  D.  Fonda,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Hyer  and 
Adrian  Vanderveer. 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  John  Garretson,  Benjamin 
B.  Westfall,  and  James  Murphy,  and  the  Elders,  Joseph  W.  Dur- 
yee, and  James  V.  S.  Riley. 

On  Overtures. — Rev.  Brogun  Hoff,  John  M.  Scribner,  and 
Abraham  Fort,  and  the  Elders,  Sevryn  Bruyn,  and  William  D. 
Kirtland. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Samuel  Kissam,  John  H.  Duryea,  and 
Charles  P.  Wack,  and  the  Elders,  William  I,  Roome,  and  Theodo- 
rus  Snediker. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Ira  C.  Boice, 
and  Richard  L.  Schoonmaker,  and  the  Elders,  Philip  Phelps,  and 
James  Peters. 
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On  Education. — Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  John  L. 
Zabriskie,  and  Jacob  W.  Hangen,  and  the  Elders,  John  D.  Keese 
and  William  N.  Sill. 

On  Nominations. — Rev.  William  Cahoone,  Thomas  M.  Strong, 
and  John  P.Knox,  and  the  Elders,  Samuel  Allen  and  John  D. 
Keese. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Communications. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  in 
connexion  with  a  committee  of  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  with 
Professor  Janeway,  with  a  view  to  securing  the  continuance  of  his 
services  in  our  institutions  in  New-Brunswick,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  Saunderson,  on  the 
subject  of  sacred  music,  which  was  laid  on  (he  table. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  procure 
donations  for  the  library  of  the  Theological  College. 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
Synod  to  promote  the  increase  of  their  library,  reports,  that  there 
have  been  received,  in  addition  to  those  formerly  reported,  publicly 
acknowledged,  and  placed  in  the  library,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  volumes  of  books,  some  of  which  are  rare,  valuable  and 
costly.     Of  these,  there  have  been  given — 

By  Mrs.  Ann  Abbott,  29  volumes. 

Leonard  Kip,  Esq.  16 

Mrs.  Mary  Van  Brunt,  14 

Rev.  Jefferson  Wynkoop,  1 1 

John  I.  Labagh,  Esq.  11 

Rev.  George  Bourne,  7 

John  D.  Keese,  Esq.  6 

W.  B.  Crosby,  Esq.  5 

Jas.  Bogert,  Jr.  Esq.  3 

Miss  Phebe  Halsted,  2 

Pierson  Halsted,  Esq.  1 
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C.  W.  Lawrence,  Esq.  1  volume. 

J.  T.  Roome,  Esq.  1 

Robert  Carter,  Esq.  43 
Valentine  Vandewater,  5 

There  have  also  been  received,  donations  in  money,  viz  : 
From  James  Bogert,  Jr.  Esq.  $15  83 

Miss  Mary  Brasher,  10  66 

Fr.  Saltus,  Esq.  20  00 

David  Graham,  Esq.  15  00 

Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  2  00 

With  which  there  have  been  purchased  nineteen  volumes  of 
books,  among  which  is  one  of  the  finest   copies  of  Fox's  Book  of 
Martyrs,  in  three  volumes,  folio,  that  we  have  ever  seen. 
Respectfully  reported, 

JOHN  KNOX,  Chairman. 
New-York,  June  3,  1839. 

The  following  communication,  with  the  accompanying  extract 
from  the  will  of  the  late  Richard  Cadmus,  an  elder  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  of  Bergen  Neck,  N.  J.  was  received. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  presents  to  the  General  Synod  the 
accompanying  extract  from  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late 
Richard  Cadmus,  of  Bergen  township,  and  an  elder  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church  at  Bergen  Neck,  in  New-Jersey,  and  requests, 
that  the  scholarship,  founded  by  this  liberal  bequest,  be  known  and 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Richard  Cadmus  Scholarship. 

benjamin  c.  Taylor, 

One  of  the  Executors  named  in  the  Will. 
June  6th,  1839. 

Extract  from  the  Will  of  Richard  Cadmus,  deceased,  dated 
August  21st,  1837  ;  and  proved,  and  admitted  to  probate,  before  the 
Surrogate  of  the  County  of  Bergen,  May  25th,  A.  D.  1839. 

"Fourth,  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  unto  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 

Vol.  V.  27 
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dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  endowment  of  a  Scholarship  ;  the  principal  sum  to  be  duly  in- 
vested on  bond  and  mortgage,  and  the  lawful  interest  accruing  on 
the  same,  to  be  expended  in  the  education  and  support,  yearly,  and 
every  year,  of  some  suitable  pious  young  man,  who  shall  be  pre- 
paring for  the  gospel  ministry,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  ;  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  over  by  my  execu- 
tors herein  after  named,  unto  the  person  who,  at  the  expiration  of 
one  year  after  my  decease,  shall  be  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Corporation  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
and  his  receipt  for  the  same  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  my 
executors." 

A  true  extract, 

A.  O.  ZABRISKIE,  Surrogate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Scholarship  founded  by  the  above  devise,  be 
called  the  "  Richard  Cadmus  Scholarship." 

A  memorial  was  received  from  Mr.  Stephen  Hasbrook,  a  member 
of  the  Great  Consistory  of  the  Collegiate  Church  in  New-York, 
complaining  of  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  the  churches. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialist  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
memorial. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  this  resolution  being  called  for,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 

AYES. 

W.  C.  Brownlee,  C.  L.  Hardenburgh, 

R.  L.  Schoonmaker,  J.  Garretson, 

S.  A.  Van  Vranken,  I.  C.  Boice, 

W.  I.  Roome,  B.  C.  Taylor, 

C.  Heyer,  H.  Traphagen, 

J.  D.  Keese,  J.  H.  Duryee, 

J.  W.  Duryee,  P.  I.  Quick, 

J.  C.  Sears,  W.  R.  Gordon, 

J,  L.  Zabriskie,  J.  Schoonmaker, 

C.  P.  Wack,  T.  M.  Strong, 

A.  A.  Beekman,  T.  Snediker, 
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A.  Vanderveer, 

P.  Labagh, 

G.  W.  Bethune, 

J.  Peters, 

I.  Van  Arsdale, 

A.  O.  Halsey, 

J.  W.  Hangen, 

J.  C.  Elmendorf, 

S.  Kissam, 

W.  N.  Sill. 

P.  Phelps, 

S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

J.  F.  Mesick, 

J.  Lillie, 

A.  Fort, 
E.  Alliger, 
S.  Bruyn, 

B.  A.  Newkirk, 
J.  P.Knox, 

A.  N.  Kittle, 

J.  Gray, 

R.  Heermance, 

A.  Van  Nest, 
E.  Wiggins, 
J.  Van  Blarcom, 


J.  J.  Kittle, 
I.  Hutton, 

B.  Van  Zandt, 

C.  Wyckoff, 
W.  Pitcher, 
T.  Swart, 
J.  Murphy, 

B.  B.  Westfall, 
J.  D.  Fonda, 
P.  Putman, 
J.  M.  Scribner, 

A.  I.  Swits, 

J.  V.  S.  Riley, 
J.  Saunders, 
J.  Beattie, 

B.  Bassler, 

J.  B.  Ten  Eyck, 

W.  Cahoone, 

B.  Hoff, 

J.  Van  Deursen, 

W.  D.  Kirtlandt— 65. 

NAYS. 

I.  N.  Wyckoff, 
W.  Houston — 5. 


The  Stated  Clerk  presented  a  communication  which  he  had  re- 
ceived  from  the  Questor  of  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  relative 
to  the  arrears  due  from  that  Classis,  for  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  fur- 
nished to  them,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  School  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Synod  : 
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The  Board  assembled  at  the  appointed  time,  July  11,  1838,  at 
New-Brunswick.  Twenty-two  members  were  in  attendance. — 
Communications  were  received  from  the  respective  professors,  all 
concurring  in  representing,  that  the  conduct  generally  of  the  stu- 
dents, during  the  past  year,  has  been  exemplary,  as  to  their  atten- 
tion to  their  studies,  and  their  religious  character  and  conduct. 
The  following  were  reported  as  constituting  the  different  classes  : 

Senior  Class — 

Philip  M.  Brett, 
Robert  C.  Clark, 
Orlando  Harriman,  Jr. 
John  A.  Van  Doren, 
Cornelius  WyckorT. 


Middle  Class- 


Junior  Class — 


John  H.  Ackerson, 
John  B<  Crawford, 
Anthony  Elmendorf, 
John  E.  Johnson, 
"William  S.  Moore, 
Daniel  M.  L.  Quackenbush, 
John  J.  Quick. 

John  B.  Alliger, 
Jacob  Bookstaver, 
David  D.  Demarest, 
Ephraim  Depuy, 
John  L.  Janeway, 
William  R.  Janeway, 
Robert  Pitts, 
William  H.  Steele, 
John  A.  Staats, 
Martin  L.  Schenck, 
George  Schenck, 
William  T.  Van  Doren, 
Robert  Van  Amburgh, 
John  Witbeck, 
Isaac  P.  Stryker. 
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Edward  D.  Johnson  and  William  Wright  received  certificates ; 
the  former  in  order  to  pursue  a  course  of  law  studies,  and  the  latter, 
in  order  to  connect  himself  with  the  theological  seminary  at  Prince, 
ton.  The  board  resolved,  that  as  in  the  plan  of  the  theological  school, 
the  General  Synod  have  entrusted  to  them,  in  connexion  with  the 
professors,  the  reception  of  students,  it  was  proper  that  the  power 
of  dismissing  students  should  be  considered  as  vested  in  the  same. 
This  board  annually  appoint  a  committee  out  of  their  number,  in 
the  vicinity  of  New-Brunswick,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  pro- 
fessors in  this  matter.  Although  it  is  deemed  competent  for  the 
professors  to  give  leave  of  temporary  absence,  it  is  expected  that 
in  all  cases  where  full  dismissions  are  requested,  the  committee  of 
this  board  will  be  consulted. 

The  classes  were  examined  in  the  different  branches  of  study  by 
the  professors  in  their  respective  departments.  The  board  was 
gratified  by  the  proofs  exhibited  of  the  fidelity  and  success  of  the  pro- 
fessors, in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  of  the  advancement  of 
the  students  in  preparation  for  the  great  work  which  they  have  in 
view.  The  board  can  only  reiterate  their  confidence,  which  they 
have  heretofore  from  time  to  time  expressed,  in  their  professors,  to 
whom  they  have  entrusted  the  charge  of  their  theological  school, 
and  their  unwavering  conviction,  that  while  it  fully  merits  it  should 
call  forth  the  co-operation  of  all  the  friends  of  our  church,  in  pro- 
moting its  influence  and  prosperity.  This  co-operation  should  be 
active  and  untiring.  While  we  believe  that  no  institution  furnishes 
better  means  for  acquiring  a  sound  and  accurate  theological  edu- 
cation, we  feel  that  it  is  desirable  that  our  churches  should  be  sup- 
plied from  the  fountains,  where,  in  early  attachment  to  her  order 
and  interests,  they  shall  go  forth  in  the  force  of  their  early  associa- 
tions, and  strong  attachments.  From  year  to  year,  vacancies  by 
death,  and  removals  in  our  churches,  are  occurring  ;  new  openings 
for  the  organization  of  churches  of  our  denomination  are  found,  while 
the  cry  from  heathen  lands,  "come  over  and  help  us,"  is  addressed  to 
us.  To  meet  these  wants,  an  increased  number  of  licentiates,  from 
year  to  year,  is  to  be  desired.  The  class  which  entered  the  semi- 
nary last  fall,  is  more  than  usually  large,  arising  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  blessed  effusion  of  the  Spirit  on  our  literary  institution. 
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May  we  not  hope  that  the  accessions  to  our  theological  school  will 
exhibit  an  onward  progress  ?  To  effect  this,  the  constant  co-ope- 
ration of  all  the  friends  of  the  church,  in  bringing  to  the  school  all 
the  sons  of  the  church  within  her  bounds,  preparing  for  the  minis- 
try, is  called  for,  while  it  is  hoped,  that  some,  from  other  sources, 
may  be  attached  to  her.  The  importance  of  our  literary  institution, 
in  furnishing  supplies  to  the  theological  school,  is  very  apparent. 
It  has  continually  yielded  a  large  proportion,  but  at  no  time  so  much 
as  in  the  last  class.  Fourteen  out  of  the  fifteen  who  constitute  the 
class,  are  graduates  of  Rutgers  College.  In  laboring  for  the  pros- 
perity  of  the  college,  we  employ  one  of  the  surest  and  most  effectual 
means  for  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  theological  school,  and 
the  welfare  of  the  church. 

This  board  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  and  suggest  to  them  the  propriety 
of  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  services  of  Dr.  Janeway  in  some 
appropriate  department  in  the  theological  school.  The  examination 
of  the  students  was  unanimously  sustained,  and  the  members  of  the 
senior  class  were  recommended  to  the  professors  for  their  certifi- 
cate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERMAN  VEDDER,  Prest.  pro  tern. 

EDWIN  HOLMES,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original, 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Stated  Clerk. 
July  12,  1833. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation 
was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual 
Digest,  list  of  the  securities  belonging  to  the  Synod,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  and  an  Account  Current  of  said  Board  with  the 
Board  of  Education;  and  another  Account  Current  with  the 
Widows'  Fund  ;  and  also  a  List  of  the  Clerical  Subscribers  to  the 
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said  Fund  ;  which  were  read  and  accepted,  and  referred.  So  much 
as  related  to  the  Widows'  Fund  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Widows'  Fund,  and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pro- 
fessorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  : 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  their  proceedings  during  the  last  year. 

They  have  met  as  often  as  the  business  entrusted  to  them  has  re- 
quired ;  their  counsels  have  been  united,  and  all  their  feelings  mu- 
tually cordial  and  affectionate. 

The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith  submitted,  will  exhibit  in  de- 
tail the  state  of  the  funds  of  Synod.  The  income  of  the  year  has 
enabled  the  treasurer  punctually  to  meet  the  Synod's  pecuniary 
engagements.  The  different  funds  continue  to  be  kept  distinct 
from  each  other,  and  the  accounts  of  each  are  exhibited  in  the 
clearest  and  most  intelligible  form. 

During  the  past  year,  a  Scholarship  in  the  Theological  College 
has  been  [endowed,  by  the  payment  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars, 
by  Miss  Anna  Turk,  a  member  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  in  the 
name  of  her  late  revered  mother,  and  to  be  called  "  The  Tannake 
Turk  Scholarship." 

The  subject  of  extinguishing  the  right  of  William  A.  Mercein  to 
publish  the  Psalm  Book,  and  to  procure  its  publication  in  another 
form,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  churches,  having  been  referred  to 
the  Board  by  the  Synod,  they  have,  in  consideration  of  the  payment 
to  Mr.  Mercein  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  received  from  him  an 
assignment  and  release  of  his  right  to  publish  the  book,  and  have 
also  received  and  broken  up  his  stereotype  plates,  from  which  it 
had  been  printed. 

They  have  subsequently,  after  careful  inquiry  and  negotiation, 
contracted  with  Messrs.  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  right  of  printing  the  Psalm  Book  for  three 
years,  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount  paid 
to  Mr.  Mercein  ;  the  said  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son  engaging  to 
procure  two  new  sets  of  stereotype  plates,  of  12mo.  and  24mo. 
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size,  and  furnish  books  of  a  good  impression  (the  specimens  of 
which  are  m  possession  of  your  board),  on  paper  of  the  value  of 
at  least  four  dollars  per  ream,  substantially  bound,  in  sheep,  with 
flexible  backs,  and  lettered,  and  to  be  sold  at  one  dollar  per  copy 
for  the  large,  or  12mo.  size,  and  fifty-six  and  a  quarter  cents  for 
the  smaller,  or  24mo.  size,  with  a  deduction  therefrom  of  ten  per 
cent,  when  a  dozen  or  more  copies  are  purchased  at  one  time  ;  the 
books  to  be  sold  in  sheets  when  requested,  deducting  the  price  of 
binding,  and  varying  according  to  the  quality  of  the  paper.  When 
eight  thousand  copies  shall  be  sold,  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  a  copy 
shall  be  made  from  the  above-mentioned  prices.  A  full  supply  of 
the  books  to  be  constantly  furnished  to  the  churches  ;  and  at  the 
expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  contract,  General 
Synod  to  be  at  liberty  to  cancel  the  same  and  take  the  stereotype 
plates  at  their  justly  appraised  value. 

In  compliance  with  this  contract,  the  Messrs.  Mentz  have  pro- 
cured  the  plates  and  issued  the  books.  The  style  in  which  the 
books  are  executed  ;  and  the  prices  at  which  they  are  furnished, 
will,  as  your  board  believe,  meet  all  reasonable  expectations  on  the 
part  of  the  churches. 

{£/=  It  is  recommended  to  the  General  Synod,  so  to  amend  the 
plan  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  as  to  allow  any  minister,  who  shall  con- 
tribute  or  subscribe  to  the  fund,  at  any  time  to  withdraw  the  amount 
paid  by  him,  without  interest,  and  consequently  to  relinquish  his 
claim  upon  the  fund. 

Upon  the  subject  of  this  fund,  your  board  cannot  speak  with- 
out pain.  Whilst  they  have  the  most  undoubted  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  and  the  benevolence  of  the  plan,  and  every  year  see  the 
objects  for  whose  relief  it  has  been  devised,  suffering  for  the  want 
of  its  aid  ;  although  they  have  sought  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  its  promotion  ;  they  have  to  report  to  Synod,  that  but  a  small 
proportion  of  the  ministers  of  the  church  have  become  subscribers, 
that  the  collections  recommended  to  be  taken  in  October  last,  have 
been  almost  entirely  neglected,  and  that  only  from  a  very  {ew  of 
the  agents  of  the  classes  have  they  heard  at  all.  The  treasurer's 
account  will  show  the  actual  state  of  the  fund,  and  the  subject  is 
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earnestly  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  Synod.  Your  Board 
will  deeply  regret  to  see  either  the  plan  abandoned,  or  in  any  way 
materially  interfered  with ;  all  that  is  wanting  to  carry  a  solace  to 
the  heart  of  many  a  widow  and  fatherless  child,  is  to  have  it 
efficiently  executed. 

Messrs.  Cornelius  Heyer  and  Abraham  Van  Nest  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  to  give  the  Synod  any  further  information  that 
may  be  required. 

In  addition  to  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the  Annual  Digest  id  here- 
with submitted. 

CORNS.  HEYER,  President. 
ABR'M  VAN  NEST,  j 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  [Directors. 

JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

New-York,  31st  May,  1839. 
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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer, 


1838 
June 


July 


DR. 

To  cash  paid  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  one  year's  salary  as 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  due  this  day, 
and  for  postage,  paid  by  him, 

*•  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, being  the  interest  received  on  the  Scholar- 
ships in  the  Theological  College,  and  on  the  be- 
quest of  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Lansing  $600 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

■•  Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

'•  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer  General  Synod,  one 
year's  salary,  due  yesterday,  postage  and  dis 
count, 

"  Joshua  and  Benjamin  D.  Brush,  loaned  them  on 
their  bond,  dated  1st  May  last,  with  interest  at 
7  per  cent,  secured  by  mortgage  on  four  lots  of 
ground  in  Morton  street,  New- York, 

••  Peter  Van  Bergen,  for  attendance  as  door-keeper, 
and  for  stationary  for  General  Synod,  at  their 
meeting  at  Albany,  the  present  month, 

"  A.  Hegeman  &  Son  for  a  Book  for  Minutes  for 
General  Synod, 

"  Mercein  &  Post,  for  printing  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  for  1838,  paper,  binding,  &c. 

••  the  following  persons  for  their  expenses  in  attend 
ing  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintend 
ents  of  the  Theological  College,  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, on  the  11th  inst.  viz: 

Rev.  Richard  Sluyter,  $11  3' 

"    William  S.  Heyer,  9  00 

(*    Joshua  Boyd,  13  81 

"     Edwin  Holmes,  11  00 

"    R.  D.  Van  Kleeck,  12  00 


Carried  forward, 
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1838 
July 


1!) 


Aug- 


sep. 


Oct. 


9 
3 

11 

8 
15 


Nov. 


10 


$7  50 

16  00 

25  00 

12  00 

11  50 

3  00 

13  50 

2  50 

5  30 

5  00 

9  50 
he  do- 

DR. 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Rev.  James  Romeyn, 
"     James  Murphy, 
"     Henry  Mandeville, 
"     B.  tioff, 
"     John  H.  Pitcher, 
*'     Isaac  S.  Demund, 
"     A.  B.  Chittenden, 
"     Isaac  D.  Cole, 
-     John  A.  Liddell, 
"     Robert  P.  Lee,  Jr. 
"     Herman  Vedder, 


Rev.  Dr.  Knox,  interest  on  $500,  part  of  the  do 
nation  uf  James  Bogert,  Jr.  for  the  endowment 
of  a  Scholarship,  from  26th  October,  1837,  to 
7th  May,  1838,  directed  by  him  to  be  applied  to 
increase  of  the  Theological  Library  of  Rutgers 
College, 

"William  A.  Mercein,  for  his  stereotype  plates  of 
the  Psalm  Book,  and  a  release  of  his  right  to 
publish  it, 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  for  one  quarter's  salary,  as 
professor  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  M'CIelland,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Peter  Spader,  treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  one 
year's  interest  on  the  donation  of  H.  Rutgers 
of  $5000  to  Rutgers  College,  due  20th  June, 
1838, 

Philip  Jordan,  for  engrossing  the  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Corporation,  from  June,  1835,  to  June, 

for  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  delegates  to  the 
General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  in  September  last, 
viz: 

Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  21  76 

"    A.  Messier,  19  85 


$11392 


Cornelius  Heyer,  this  amount  belonging  to  the 

Widows'  Fund,  to  be  invested   on°  temporary 

loan, 
Cornelius  Heyer,  this  amount  belonging  to  the 

Education  Fund,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 

loan, 
Henry  Solomon,   amount  of  his  bill  for  repairs. 

&c.  to  Rutgers  College, 
I.  Conover  &  Son's  bill  for  painting  the  interior  of 

Rutgers  College, 


Carried  forward, 
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13 


12 


14 


25 


27 


31 


Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Kev.   Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro 
fessor,  &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

••  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa 
tion,  for  interest  on  the  invested  Scholarships 
in  the  Theological  College,  due  this  day, 

••  Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro 
fessor,  &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor, &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

••  Poineer  &  Snell,  for  ten  subscription  books  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

-  Greenwich  Insurance  Company,  for  premium  of 
insurance  on  Rutgers  College,  for  one  year 
from  15th  inst. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro 
fessor,  &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

••  Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 
loan,  belonging  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

••  Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro-1 
fessor,  &c.  in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st 
inst. 

**  Judah  Hammond,  loaned  him  on  his  bond  and 
mortgage,  dated  22d  instant,  with  interest  at 
seven  per  cent. 

••  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Stated  Clerk  of  General 
Synod,  one  year's  salary,  due  1st  June  next, 
$100,  and  for  postage  paid  by  him,  $1, 

u  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, for  six  months'  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College, 
amounting  to  $19,500,  due  4th  day  of  June 
next,  $682  50 

And  for  interest  on  a  temporary  loan 
of  $1900,  belonging  to  the  Education 
Fund,  60  17 


$16388- 


To  balance  in  Bank, 
"  cash  on  hand, 
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1838 
June 


o(1 


CR. 


By  balance  of  last  year's  account,  brought  forward, 
••  Cash  received  for  six  months5  interest  on  bond  for$2000,  due 
5th  instant, 
••    of  Rev.  M.  W.  Dwight,  Gtuestor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,   furnished  to  the  Classis  of 
Long  Island, 

-  for  a  dividend  on  twenty-three  shares  Bergen 

Turnpike  Stock, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  due 

this  day, 
•    of  Rev.  Dr.  Janeway,  for  one  year's  interest  on 

his  subscription  of  $2500  to  the  Permanent 

Fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May  last, 
••     of  Rev.  J.  L.  Zabriskie,  Gtuestor,  for  Minutes  of 

General  Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  New 

Brunswick, 

-  of  Lewis  Webb,  in  full  payment  of  the  principal 

of  his  bond  to  General  Synod,  $9000,  with  in- 
terest to  the  1st  of  May  last, 
••     for  one  year's  subscription  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 
due  10th  inst.  from 

Rev.  Jefferson  Wynkoop  $20 

"     Wilhelmus  Eltinge  20 

"    R.  Ormiston  Currie  20 

"     James  R.  Talmage  20 

"     James  Romeyn  20 

"    John  C.  Vandervoort  20 

"     Henry  Mandeville  20 

"    Edwin  Holmes  20 

"     J.  H.  Van  Wagenen  20 

"     Dr.  De  Witt  20 

"    Christopher  Hunt  20 

"     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff  20 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor  20 

"     Thomas  A.  Amerman  20 

"    John  E.Miller  20 

"     R.  D.  Van  Kleeck  20 

"    Nicholas  I.  Marselus  20 

"    Joseph  Wilson  20 

"      /-of  Rev.  J.  Van  Vechten,  Gtuestor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Sche- 
nectady, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 

8th  instant, 
"    for  one  year's  interest  on  subscriptions  to  the  Per- 
manent Fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  May 


last- 


From  Adrian  Cortelyou,  three  years, 
Adrian  Van  Brunt,  three  years, 


Carried  forward, 


90|$1264Q22 
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*838 
June 


•20 


July 


Aug 
Sep. 
Oct. 


UK,. 


Brought  forward, 


Cornelius  Duiyee 

David  W.  Wetmore 

David  L.  Haight 

Richard  K.  Haight 

David  H.  Haight 

Thomas  C.  Doremus 

Obadiah  Holmes 

Richard  V.  De  Witt 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 

James  Suydam 

Thomas  L.  Chester 

Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  N.  York,  300 

John  Oothout  30 

Catelina  Oothout  30 


90 
15 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
15 
30 
300 
30 
15 


By  cash  received  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  a  donation  from  friends 
in  Bergen,  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $1 0,000,  due 
22d  May  last, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8000  due  4th 
June  last, 

••  of  Rev.  N.  I.  Marselus,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  New- York, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  three  bonds  of  the 
Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New- York,  two  for 
$5000  each,  and  one  for  $4000. 

••  of  Peter  Spader,  treasurer,  &c  for  the  balance  of 
cash  in  his  hands  due  to  the  Professoral  Fund 
of  the  Theological  College  1st  inst. 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 
26th  instant, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due 
3d  inst. 

••  of  Anna  Turk  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scholar- 
ship in  the  Theological  College,  to  be  called  the 
"  Tannake  Turk  Scholarship," 

■•  of  Stephen  Garretson,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Bergen,  New-Jersey,  for  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

••  of  Rev.  R.  O.  Currie,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  New-Utrecht,  Long  Island, 
for  the  Widows'  Fund,  16 

Donation  of  an  individual  belonging  to 
that  church,  10 

••  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  New- 
Prospect,  N.  J-  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

-  of  Rev.  N.  I.  Marselus,  for  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  New-York, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 
1st  August  last, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 
23d  instant, 

Carried  forward, 


$12550 


1005 

5 

350 

280 

23 

420 

194 

87 

297 

1700 

15 


$17107  22 


22 
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1838 
Nov. 


Dec. 


CR. 
Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for 
due  this  day, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $5500,  due 

1st  inst. 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8300,  due 

this  day, 
••     of  Cornelius  Heyer,   for  one  year's  interest  on 

$872,  invested  by  him  on  temporary  loan, 
••     for  one  year's  interest  on   subscriptions  to  the 
Permanent  Fund  of  General  Synod,  due  1st 
May  last,  from  Maria  A  Ivissam,  $30 

Lefiert  LefTerts, 

••     for  a  collection  made  in  the  First  Reformed  Dutch 

Church  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
••    of  Mrs.  Cornelia  Leverich,   her  subscription   to 

the  Widows'  Fund, 
••     of  Rev  J.  Van  Vechten,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes  of 

General   Synod    furnished  to  the   Classis    of 

Schenectady, 
••    of  Mrs.  Catharine  Few,  her  subscription  to  the 

Widows'  Fund, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3700,  due 

24th  instant, 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  three  bonds  of  the  Col 

legiate   Dutch  Church,    New-York,   two    for 

$5000  each,  and  one  for  $4000, 
*■        ••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

22d  November  last, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  due 

yesterday, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

this  day, 
-of  Rev.  John  Garretson,  collected  in  the  Reform 

ed  Dutch  Church  at  Belleville,  New-Jersey,  for 

the  Widows'  Fund, 
••     of  James  Van  Antwerp,  his  subscription  to  the 

Widows'  Fund, 
••     of  Mrs.  Annatje  Van  Antwerp,  her  subscription 

to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

-  for  one  year's  subscription  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

due  10th  June  last, 

From  Rev.  James  Lillie  $20 

••    Charles  Whitehead  20 

••     Zachariah  H.  Kuypers  20 

•■    of  the  following  persons,  their  subscriptions  to  the 

Widows'  Fund,  ' 

Maria  A.  Kissam  $100 

Mrs.  Richard  Varick  25 

James  Bowen  50 

John  I.  Brower  25 

John  Van  Nest  25 


Carried  forward, 


$17107 

315 

192 

290 

61 


$19745  13 
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1838 
Dec. 


22 


By 


31 


1839 
Jan. 


Feb. 


10 

22 

7 
11 
12 

13 

20 
23 


Mar. 


13 
18 

22 

28 


CR. 

Brought  forward, 

cash  received  of  Samuel  Smith,   two  years'  interest  on  his 

subscription  of  $250  to  the8  Permanent  Fund  of 

General  Synod,  due  1st  May  last, 

••     of  Rev.  S.  H.  Meeker,   Questor,  for  Minutes  of 

General  Synod  furnished  to  the  South  Classis 

of  New- York,  8 

And  on  account  of  arrearages,  15 

••    collected  in  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

at  Albany,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
"    for  a  dividend  on  twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen 

Turnpike  Stock, 
••     for  subscription  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  of 

Mrs.  Isaac  Heyer  $25 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Whitney  25 

••  Rev.  A.  H.  Warner,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Hackensack,  for  the  Widows' 
Fund, 

••  of  Reuben  Van  Pelt,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

-  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Ninth 

street,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
•■     for  subscriptions  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  of 

Peter  Sharpe  $100 

Mrs.  Maria  Prall  50 

*■  of  Anthony  Kerr,  one  year's  interest  on  his  sub- 
scription to  the  Permanent  Fund  of  General 
Synod,  due  1st  May  last, 

"  for  six  months'  interest,  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 
1st  instant, 

:*  of  Mrs.  Aletta  Strong,  her  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

"    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8000, 

-  for  subscriptions  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  of 

Mrs.  Thomas  Brooks  $100 

A  friend,  by  the  hands  of  Rev.  M.  Lusk, 
of  Jersey  City,  100 

"  collected  in  the  Middle  and  North  Dutch  Church- 
es, New- York,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

'•  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 
8th  December  last, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 
20th  April  next, 

••  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  New- 
Shannack,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 

"  amount  loaned  to  George  Dutch,  on  bond  and 
mortgage  with  interest,  to  this  day, 

**  of  Smith  W.  Anderson,  for  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

Carried  forward, 


$19745 


30 


17 


50 


150 


15 

75 

100 
280 


200 


91 


150 


87 


2369 
50 


13 


00 


00 


00 


00 
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I83y 
Apr. 


CR. 


May 


16 
18 
22 
26 

1 
2 
4 


Brought  forward, 

'    collected  ih  the   Reformed     Dutch    Church    at 
Tompkinsvilie,  for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500.  due  3d 
instant, 

•  collected  in  the  congregation  at  Linlithgow,  for 

the  Widows'  Fund, 

•  of  Hubert  Van  Wagenen,  Jr.,  his  subscription  to 

the  Widows'  Fund, 
"     of   Joseph  W.  Duryee,   his  subscription   to  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

-  of  Rev.  James  Scribner,  for  Minutes  of  General 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Schoharie, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000,  due 

this  day, 

-  of  H.  Loucks,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes  of  General 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Montgomery, 

-  of  Peter   Spader,  for  the  principal  of  Peter  De- 

mon's bond  and  mortgage  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
fessoral  Fund, 

•  for  three  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 

1st  instant, 
'    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $5500,  due 
1st  inst. 

•  for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8300,  due 

this  day, 

-  of  Rev.  John  Van  Liew,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes  of 

General  Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, 

•  collected  in  the  Church  at  Union,  Albany  County 

for  the  Widows'  Fund, 
of  John  Warren,  in  full  payment  of  his  bond  and 
mortgage,  with  interest  to  this  day, 
'•    of  Rev.   R.   Wells,   collected  in    the   Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Newark,  for  the   Widows' 
Fund, 

•  of  Rev.  J.  Van  Vechten,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes 

furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Schenectady, 

•  for  the  subscriptions  of  the  following  clergymen  to 

the  Widows'  Fund,  viz: 

Rev.  John  Garrctson  $20 

-  Isaac  S.  Demund  20 
••    A.  N.  Kittle  20 

'     Ira  C.  Boice,  two  years,  40 

-  A.  H.  Warner  20 

-  Jefferson  Wynkoop  20 
"  Francis  M.  Kip  20 
•'     William  S.  Heyer  20 

-  John  E.  Miller  20 
"•  Dr.  Brownlee  20 
"    Dr.  De  Witt                                         20 

Benjamin  C.  Taylor  20 

■     Ed  ward,  H.  May,  two  years,  40 

*•     Ransford  Wells  20 


OL. 


V. 


Carried  forward, 


29 
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I63y 

May 


10 


18 


Brought  forward, 


CR. 


By  cash  received  of  Rev.  John  Lillie,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of 
Ulster, 

"  of  James  Bogert,  Jr ,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund, 

••  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Zabriskie,  Gluestor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod  for  1838,  for  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick,  $10  00 
And  on  account  of  arrearages,  28  59 


! $28302  28 


20 


23 


30 


31 


of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  temporary 
loan  on  the  9th  November  last,  with  interest  to 
this  day,  belonging  to  the  Education  Fund, 
of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempora- 
ry loan  on  the  9th  November  last,  with  interest 
to  this  day,  belonging  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 
of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempora- 
ry loan  on  the  19th  March  last,  with  interest  to! 
this  day,  belonging  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 

of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempo-: 
rary  loan,  with  interest  from  7th  August  last  toj 
this  day,  belonging  to  the  Permanent  Fund, 

of  Abraham  Van  Nest,  one  year's  interest  on  his1 
subscription  of  $5000  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  I 

of  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  arrearages  for  Min-j 
utes  of  General  Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis 
of  Philadelphia, 

of  Abraham  Van  Nest,  for  his  subscription  to  the! 
Widows'  Fund, 

of  William  Schuneman,  collected  by  him  on  the 
old  subscription  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of 
General  Synod,  deducting  his  commissions,  &c. 

for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  810000,  due; 
22d  inst. 

of  Rev.  James  Brownlee,  collected  in  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church  at  Staten  Island,  for  the  Wi- 
dows' Fund, 

of  Rev.  James  Brownlee,  his  subscription  to  the 
Widows'  Fund,  for  1838, 

for  collection  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at 
Schraalenberg,  for  the  Widows'  Fund. 


By  balance  due  to  General  Synod, 
Errors  excepted, 

ISAAC  YOUNG, 


20  00 
20  00 


38 


59 


1960  17 


103166 


1010  00 


919  64 
300  00 


9  00 
I 
100  00 


74  36 

I 

350  OO 


50  00 

20  0O 

9  97 


S3  42 15  &' 


$230043: 


Treasurer. 


The  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  'accounts? 
have  examined  the  same  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  correct, 
leaving  a  balance  due  to  General  Synod,  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents. 

CORNELIUS  HEYER,       ) 
JEST,   <! 


New-York,  3lst  May,  1839. 


ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST, 


Committee. 
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ANNUAL  DIGEST,  1839. 

The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows : 

Funds  devoted  to  Education  Purposes. 

The  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

The  amount  of  this  fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  and  which  is  loaned 
upon  bonds  secured  by  mortgages  upon  property  in 
the  state  of  New- Jersey,  amounted  on  the  1st  April, 
1839,  to  $19,980  00 

Balance  in  his  hands  on  that  day,  886  59 

Interest  due  on  same  fund,  1st  May ,4839,  1,318  80 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  the  in- 
terest of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  1,237  00 

Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  $2,000,  which  is  loaned  on 
bond,  secured  by  mortgage  on  property  in  the  state 
of  New-Jersey,  $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  fund,  on  the  1st  May,  1839,  $120  00 

Balance  due  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.  1st  April, 

1839,  $102  14 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  in- 

terest  of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  240  00 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  education  purposes,  $21,400  00 

Widows'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  the  Widows'  Fund,  $2,000  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  belonging  to 

this  fund,  1,141  11 


3,650 

00 

575 

00 

300 

00 

510 

00 
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Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which 
have  been  collected  and  invested  on  the  subscrip- 
tions for  the  professorships,  as  well  as  the  moneys  for- 
merly in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, viz : 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds 

and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  $64,100  00 

Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  tranferred  by  them  to  Ge- 
neral Synod,  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader,  ren- 
dered 1st  September,  1838, 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock*  ten  of 
which  belong  to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at 

Notes  given  for, subscriptions,  , 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note, 

Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod 

during  the  past  year,  $232  34 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  paper,  printing,  &c.  176  10 

CORNELIUS  HEYER,  President. 

ABR'M  VAN  NEST,  ) 

W.  B.  CROSBY,  [Directors. 

JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,   Treasurer. 
New-York,  31st  May,  1839. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
chosen :  Mr.  Cornelius  Heyer,  President ;  Messrs.  William  B. 
Crosby,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  and  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Direc- 
tors ;  and  Mr.  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Canada,  in  connexion  with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  accompanied 
with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  their  last  session,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  J.  F.  Berg,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  having 
appeared  in  Synod  and  presented  testimonials  of  his  appointment, 
took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding  member. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  to  attend 
the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  undersigned,  delegates  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  that  they  discharged  the  duties  of  their 
appointment,  by  attending  the  Sessions  of  the  Synod,  which  con. 
vened  in  the  wcity  of  Lancaster,  on  the  last  day  of  September* 
A.  D.  1838. 

Your  delegates  were  courteously  received,  hospitably°entertained, 
and  throughout  the  period  of  their  attendance  treated  with  fraternal 
affection. 

.  The  business  of  that  reverend  body" was  transacted  3vith  "great 
harmony,  and  a  fresh  impulse  given  thereby  to  the  onward  move- 
ment of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  in  the  promotion  of  the  in- 
ternal interests  of  their  churches,  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  their  literary  and  theological  institutions,  while  a  noble  step  was 
taken  in  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  which  that  section  of 
the  Christian  Church  is  now  engaging  with  a  commendable  zeal. 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR. 
ABRAHAM  MESSLER. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  respectfully  report : 
1st.    That  an  Abstract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Canada,  in  connexion  with  the  Church  in  Scot- 
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land,  at  their  Session  held  in  August  last,  has  been  presented.  In 
these  minutes  it  is  represented  that  the  Synod  had  devolved  on  the 
Presbytery  of  Kingston,  the  maintenance  of  correspondence  with 
this  Synod,  which  Presbytery  stated  their  intention  of  availing 
themselves  of  some  favorable  opportunity  for  renewing  said  corres- 
pondence. 

According  to  this  minute,  a  letter  has  also  been  received  from  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  expressing  kind  and  Christian  regards  for  this 
Synod  and  the  churches  under  its  care,  and  your  committee  re- 
commend for  adoption,  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod,  reply  to  the 
aforesaid  letter,  in  which  reply,  affectionate  and  Christian  regards 
for  the  Synod  in  Canada  be  expressed,  accompanied  however  with 
information  that  this  body  cannot  maintain  a  correspondence  on 
any  other  than  ecclesiastical  matters. 

2d.  The  committee  recommend  that  the  annual  appointment  of 
delegates  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod  be  made,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  present  a  nomination  of  a  double  number,  out  of  which  the 
delegates  shall  be  chosen. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  Synod  proceeded  to 
elect  the  same,  when  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  and  John 
Ludlow,  D.  D.  were  chosen  Prim arii,  and  the  Rev.  James  B.  Har- 
denburgh  D.  D.  and  Jacob  C.  Sears,  were  chosen  Secundi. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  con- 
duct the  correspondence  with  the  United  Associate  Church  of 
Scotland. 

The  undersigned,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, begs  leave  to  report,  that  in  obedience  to  their  orders,  he 
forwarded  last  summer,  a  letter  of  correspondence,  in  the  name  of 
the  Synod,  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  Associate  Church 
of  Scotland.    He  has  not  yet  received  the  reply  of  that  venerable 
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body.     As  they  meet  in  May,  it  is  quite  probable  that  their  letter 
may  arrive  in  the  course  of  this  month. 

If  it  should  arrive,  your  committee  with  the  leave  of  this  Synod, 
will  cause  it  to  be  published  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer. 

Your  committee  would  only  further  suggest  that  the  committee 
on  this  Foreign  Correspondence  be  continued.  The  present  mem- 
bers of  said  committee,  are  Rev.  Dr.  Ferris,  the  Hon.  P.  Vroom, 
and  the  subscriber. 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

June  10,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  continued. 
ARTICLE    VI. 

Synodical  Reports  of  the   Slate  of  the   Churches. 

In  conformity  to  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  exer- 
cises, conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Schoonma- 
ker,  D.  D.  John  Garretson,  and  John  Gray,  and  the  Elders,  Wil- 
liam I.  Roome,  and  Samuel  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  Synodical  prayer  meetings  be  held  every  morn- 
ing during  the  present  session,  at  6  o'clock,  in  the  Consistory 
Rooms  of  the  first  and  third  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  in  this  city. 

The  committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

The  God  of  our  blessings  has  assembled  us  together,  as  a  judica- 
tory of  Christ's  church,  under  circumstances  demanding  our  grati- 
tude and  our  praise.  As  it  is  our  privilege,  at  the  close  of  another 
year  of  labor,  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  to  come  together,  and 
view  the  fruit  of  our  efforts,  through  the  blessing  of  the  Spirit's 
grace,  we  feel  it  to  be  a  matter  of  the  deepest  interest,  to  inquire 
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what  have  been  the  results  of  a  year's  embassage  to  guilty  man,  by 
near  two  hundred  ambassadors,  who  have  gone  forth,  and  treated 
with  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  King  of  Zion. 
As  to  the  multitudes  of  righteous  and  wicked  to  whom  the  messages 
of  grace  have  been  borne,  it  becomes  us,  with  no  little  trembling, 
to  ask,  "  who  have  believed  our  report  ?"  Have  those  who  have 
heretofore  professedly  returned  to  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
heaven,  proved  to  be  faithful  subjects  1  In  answer  to  these  inqui- 
ries, your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  they  should  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement.  Prayer  has  been  answered  ;  times  of  refreshing 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  have  come  to  many  of  our  churches^ 
sinners  have  been  saved — saints  have  rejoiced  ;  and,  in  many  cases, 
the  pastors'  hearts  have  been  cheered  in  view  of  the  blessings  of 
the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  that  have  rested  on  his  fold  ;  the  heralds  of 
the  cross  have  preached  Jesus  Christ  ;  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has 
been  with  them  ;  a  great  number  have  believed  and  turned  to  the 
Lord.  We  have  seen — we  have  heard — of  the  grace  of  God,  and 
we  are  glad.  The  churches  within  our  bounds  have,  during  the 
past  year,  had  rest,  and  been  edified,  and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  have  been  multi- 
plied." The  news  brought  to  us  about  Zion's  condition,  is  evidently 
such  as  to  call  for  thanksgiving  from  this  body,  and  from  the 
churches.  Still,  some  of  the  signs  of  the  times,  bid  us  all  to  weep 
and  mourn  before  God. 

From  the  statistics  of  the  churches,  we  learn,  that  about  fifteen 
hundred  have  believed,  and  been  added  to  the  churches.  There 
are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  Sabbath  schools.  In  these  there 
are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  children  and  youth. 

For  more  particular  information  concerning  the  welfare  and 
the  woes  of  Zion,  your  committee  wrould  direct  the  attention  of  this 
body  to  the  following  accounts  given  by  the  Synods,  from  the 
classes.  Abundant  reason  for  humiliation  and  mourning,  before 
God,  is  found,  in  the  fact  that  the  gospel  has  not  had  free  course  in 
some  parts  of  our  church,  among  those  who  are  yet  without. 

From  the  Classis  of  Bergen  we  have  language  like  this.  The 
contrast  of  the  past  and  the  present  year  is  painful  and  humbling: 
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then  many  rejoiced  in  the  conversion  of  sinners — now,  one  and  ano- 
ther of  the  watchmen  lament  coldness,  barrenness,  and  the  few  ac- 
cessions which  have  been  made  to  their  communion. 

While  many  immoralities  exist  within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of 
Paramus,  calculated  to  call  forth  the  tears  of  God's  people,  they 
specify  as  among  the  most  crying  sins,  intemperance  and  unbelief. 

Tlje  Classis  of  Long  Island  laments  the  prevalence  of  Sabbath 
breaking,  intemperance,  and  unbelief,  as  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
progress  of  the  gospel. 

The  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie  laments  that  so  few  accessions  are 
made  to  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  that  so  many  vices 
which  are  condemned  by  the  Word  of  God,  and  are  opposed  to  the 
best  interests  of  man,  continue  to  prevail. 

The  Classis  of  Greene  laments  that  religion  is  not  so  flourishing 
with  them  as  during  the  preceding  year,  when  the  Lord  greatly 
blessed  them. 

With  these  statements  before  us,  we  would  exhort  one  another, 
and  our  brethren,  and  the  disciples  of  Christ  in  all  our  churches, 
to  humiliation  before  God  ;  and  we  would  urge  them  to  pray  and 
labor  for  blessings  where  evils  complained  of  now  prevail ;  for,  as 
iniquities  do  testify  against  us,  it  becomes  us  to  cry  to  Him  who 
alone  can  blot  them  out,  and  who  can  send  salvation  to  the  people. 

Your  committee  rejoice  that  they  can  furnish  this  Synod,  and  the 
churches,  with  subjects  for  praise. 

The  Classis  of  Philadelphia  gives  the  cheering  intelligence,  that 
no  church  in  that  classis  has  been  left  without  witness  of  God's 
presence  in  his  converting  and  sanctifying  grace  ;  while  upon  some 
the  rain  of  the  Spirit  has  been  copious  and  refreshing.  The 
First  Church  of  Philadelphia  is  mentioned  as  having  been  visited 
with  a  remarkable  blessing.  The  whole  number  of  subjects  of  this 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit  is  about  one  hundred,  embracing  all 
classes  ;  but  the  young,  in  the  Sabbath  schools  and  Bible  classes 
constitute  by  far  the  majority.  The  Third  Church  has  shared,  in 
some  degree,  the  same  blessing.  The  church  at  Mount  Pleasant 
has  enjoyed  a  most  cheering  season  of  refreshing,  inspiring  grati- 
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tude  for  the  past,  and  hope  for  the  future.  The  church  at  North 
Branch  has  enjoyed  more  than  an  ordinary  blessing. 

In  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  there  have  not  been  wanting 
some  more  than  ordinary  indications  of  the  presence  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  among  the  churches.  In  several  of  their  churches  the 
accessions  have  been  larger  than  usual. 

The  Classis  of  New-York  report,  that  they  find  much  in  the  state 
of  their  churches  that  calls  for  devout  gratitude,  and  is  calculated 
to  cheer  and  encourage  the  hearts  of  the  servants  of  Christ.  The 
accession  to  the  churches  has  been  in  rather  more  than  usual  num- 
bers. 

The  Classis  of  Long  Island  state,  that  while  nothing  of  a  signal 
character  has  marked  the  year  that  is  past,  yet,  there  are  some 
pleasing  intimations  from  which  they  would  take  encouragement.  In 
several  of  the  congregations,  cases  of  awakening  and  conversions 
have  recently  occurred. 

From  the  Classis  of  Paramus  we  learn,  that  in  the  churches  of 
W  arwick  and  Nyack,  things  appear  to  be  in  an  interesting  state. 

The  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie  report,  that,  while  their  churches 
have  not  experienced  any  extraordinary  visitations  of  saving  mercy, 
yet,  the  general  condition  of  their  churches  is  well  adapted  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  encourage  their  hearts. 

The  Synod  of  Albany  mention  particularly  the  Classes  of  Sche- 
nectady, Rensselaer,  and  Albany,  as  having  enjoyed  peculiar  tokens 
of  the  Divine  favor;  several  of  their  churches  have  received  large 
accessions. 

In  the  Classis  of  Schoharie  there  is  an  improvement  upon  the 
state  of  thing  at  the  date  of  last  year's  report. 

Although  there  are  no  reports  from  the  Classes  of  Montgomery 
and  Cayuga,  your  committee  learn,  by  conversation  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  that  no 
report  has  been  acted  on  from  that  Classis  for  the  last  two  years. 
Your  committee  find  that  this  Classis  has,  for  the  last  two  years, 
been  in  a  rapidly  progressing  state  of  improvement.  During 
the  two  years,  two  new  churches  have  been  formed — Mohawk  and 
Fulton  ;  five  ministers  have  been  settled ;  joint  charges  have  sepa- 
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rated,  and  each  called  a  pastor.  The  churches  of  Columbia 
and  Warren,  which  were  almost  dissolved,  have  been  revived  under 
the  labors  of  a  missionary,  and  are  now  very  desirous  of  obtaining^ 
the  services  of  a  faithful  minister.  The  churches  are  enjoying 
peace  and  harmony,  and  appear  to  be  advancing  in  vital  godliness; 
the  gospel  has  been  faithfully  preached,  prayer-meetings  have  been 
established,  Sabbath-school  instruction  has  been  attended  to  in  almost 
all  the  churches,  catechetical  instruction  prevails  generally,  and 
some  of  the  churches  have  been  blessed  with  abundant  outpourings 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  many  have  been  added  to  the  church. 
The  churches,  all  except  four,  are  now  supplied  with  ministers, 
and  the  churches  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk,  are,  at  this  time.* 
more  pure  in  morals  and  practice,  and  more  correct  in  order,  and 
orthodox  in  principle,  than  at  any  former  period  of  their  history. 

We  would  further  state,  that  from  reports  before  them,  your  com- 
mittee are  pleased  to  find,  that  there  exists  in  the  hearts  of  both 
pastors  and  people,  not  only  a  becoming  attachment  to  the  doctrines 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  as  embodied  in  our  standards,  but  there  is 
also  a  good  measure  of  faithfulness  in  teaching  them  from  the  pul- 
pit, and  from  house  to  house. 

The  spirit  of  missions  in  our  churches  is  on  the  advance,  and  is 
becoming  to  a  greater  extent  identified  with  the  habitual  exercises 
of  the  Christian  graces  ;  so  that  we  find  in  the  churches,  a  desire 
at  least,  to  attain  to  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  who  came  from  hea- 
ven to  earth  to  speak  unto  us  the  word  of  life,  and  an  approximation 
to  the  spirit  of  Apostles,  who  prayed  and  labored  to  make  known 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  not  only  in  Judea,  but  in  all  the  world. 

We  rejoice  to  find,  that  there  is  also,  in  most  of  the  churches, 
marked  attention  paid  to  the  religious  training  of  the  young.  Bible 
and  catechetical  instruction  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal  spheres 
of  ministerial  effort.  The  consistories  of  the  churches  and  the 
people  generally  are  becoming  more  alive  to  the  spiritual  good  of 
the  youth,  whom  they  have  taken  under  their  care  and  oversight 
and  whom  they  have  solemnly  promised  to  instruct  in  the  perfect 
doctrine  of  salvation.  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  sense  of  the 
importance  of  laboring  more  diligently  to  secure  the  all-important 
result,  that  "  instead  of  the  fathers  there  shall  be  the  children,  that 
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the  name  of  the  Lord  may  be  remembered  in  all  generations,  and 
be  praised  for  ever  and  ever."  Another  fact  worthy  of  notice  and 
of  great  value  to  every  pastor,  and  to  the  church,  is  the  assurance 
that  prayer  is  made  to  God  continually,  for  the  churches  ;  that 
meetings  for  prayer  receive  increasing  attention,  and  that  the  spirit 
of  supplications  has  been  poured  out  upon  the  Israel  of  God.  This 
we  should  regard  as  the  harbinger  of  more  abundant  blessings  to 
the  churches. 

We  should  not  fail  also  to  record  our  thanksgiving  for  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  and  harmony  so  general  in  the  churches.  A  fact 
worthy  of  notice  on  this  subject,  is,  that  not  a  single  case  of  appeal 
appears  before  this  body  at  its  present  session ;  nor  were  any 
prosecuted  before  either  of  the  Particular  Synods.  The  language 
from  almost  every  church  is,  M  Peace  and  harmony  prevail,"  and 
brotherly  love  exerts  its  hallowed  influence. 

These  facts  are  regarded  by  your  committee  as  decided  and 
cheering  evidences  of  the  presence  of  the  Spirit  with  the  churches 
in  our  bounds ;  and,  in  view  of  them,  we  should  "  think  of  the 
loving-kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  offer  unto  God  thanksgiving,  even 
praises  unto  the  Most  High." 

During  the  year  past,  two  of  our  brethren  in  the  ministry,  viz  : 
Rev.  C.  Hunt  and  Rev.  S.  Bunnell,  have  ended  their  labors,  and 
gone  to  their  reward  ;  some,  who  have  filled  important  spheres  of 
counsel  and  of  action,  in  the  churches — whose  prayers  and  labors 
have  been  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion,  and  whose  wisdom 
and  piety  have  been  of  great  value  to  the  church,  have  departed 
from  their  toils,  to  their  rest,  leaving  behind  them  an  example  that 
we  should  follow. 

Blessings,  descending  from  the  Father  of  light  upon  our  Zion, 
the  prevalence  of  many  sins — the  lost  condition  of  thousands  under 
our  care — the  voice  from  the  grave  of  the  departed — all  conspire 
to  urge  upon  us  the  necessity  of  being  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord  ;  to  watch  in  all  things,  enduring  afflictions,  and  making  full 
proof  of  our  ministry  ;  that  we  may  finish  our  course  with  joy. 

To  the  people  of  our  charge  this  Synod  would  say,  "  Brethren, 
pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  course  and 
be  glorified.     To  all  the  brethren  of  the  ministry,  we  would  say, 
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"  Preach  the  word  ;  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season,"  and  trust 
in  the  promise  and  to  the  Spirit  of  the  blessed  Saviour  for  success  ; 
never  forgetting  that 

'Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import, 

The  pastor's  care  demands  ; 
But  what  might  fill  an  angel's  heart, 

It  filled  a  Saviour's  hands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  GARRETSON,  Chairman, 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  report — 

1.  From  the  minutes  of  last  General  Synod  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  unfinished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  this  body. 

2.  From  inspecting  the  Minutes  of  the  two  Particular  Synods  of 
New- York  and  Albany,  it  is  gratifying  to  remark,  that  there  is  not 
one  single  case  of  appeal  to  be  prosecuted  before  this  court,  and 
your  committee  cannot  but  consider  it  as  strongly  indicative  of  the 
peace,  as  well  as  purity  of  our  church. 

3.  From  both  the  Particular  Synods  there  is  a  cordial  recom- 
mendation of  the  application  for  aiding  the  church  at  Buffalo. 

2.  A  reference  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  on  the  "  subject  of 
the  baptism  of  illegitimate  children" — page  21. 

3.  From  Classis  of  Long  Island,  requesting  this  Synod  to  adopt 
some  arrangement  by  which  the  students  of  theology  shall  be  more 
closely  connected  with  the  classes  to  which  they  belong. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  a  wish  that  this  Synod 
should  devise  some  uniform  system  of  Sabbath  school  instruction, 
in  the  churches  under  their  care — page  21. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie,  requesting  this  Synod  to  make 
some  arrangement,  whereby  those  ministers  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  for  five  years,  may  still  have  an  inte- 
rest in  the  Widows'  Fund. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  a  request  that  this  Synod  form  a 
tract  society,  to  be  called  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Reformed  Pro- 
testant Dutch  Church  in  North  America,  to  be  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  General  Synod,  whose  object  shall  be,  to  provide  and 
issue  such  religious  publications  as  are  demanded  by  the  state  of 
the  church,  on  the  various  topics  of  its  doctrines,  history,  and 
government. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  N.  KITTLE,  Chairman. 
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Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
church  at  Buffalo,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

In  relation  to  the  reference  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  Baptism — Resolved,  That  the  reference  be  dismissed,  as 
General  Synod  has  settled  the  practice  of  the  church,  in  their  session 
of  1804,  page  6,  to  which  the  Classis  of  Bergen  is  referred. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  a  closer  connexion  of  the  students  of  theology,  with  the 
respective  classes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Sabbath  schools,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  from  the  Sabbath  School  Union  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
Widows'  Fund,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows' Fund. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Tract  Society,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  reported  that  nothing  had  come  be- 
fore them  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Synod. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    IX. 

Church  Government. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  powers  of  commis- 
sioners from  lower  courts,  and  who  were  instructed  to  report  an 
order  of  proceedings  to  be  observed  in  all  judicial  business,  which 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  certain  resolutions  pro- 
posed  to  the  last  General  Synod,  relative  to  the  appointment  and 
powers  of  commissioners  from  inferior  judicatories,  in  cases  of 
appeal,  and  who  were  instructed  to  report  a  course  of  proceedings 
to  be  observed  in  all  judicial  business,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend, that  the  following  regulations  be  adopted  by  the  Synod  on 
this  subject. 

1.  Any  appeal,  complaint,  or  other  judicial  business,  which  shall 
be  presented  or  reported  to  the  Synod,  shall  be  first  referred,  with 
all  the  papers  and  documents  appertaining  thereto,  to  the  Commit- 
tee  on  Overtures,  (which  committee  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  the 
Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business,)  who  shall  inquire 
whether  the  same  has  been  regularly  brought  before  the  Synod,  and 
whether  all  the  constitutional  steps  in  the  case  have  been  taken  ; 
and  if  the  same  shall  be  found  in  order,  they  shall  digest  and  ar- 
range all  the  papers  and  documents  connected  therewith,  that  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case  before  the  Synod  may  be  regu- 
lar and  systematic  :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  committee 
shall  be  required  to  report  upon  every  matter  which  may  be  referred 
to  them. 
*  2.  Whenever  any  case,  thus  reported,  shall  be  taken  up  for  trial, 
the  President  shall  solemnly  announce  from  the  chair,  that  the 
Synod  is  about  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  judicial  business, 
and  enjoin  on  the  members  to  recollect  and  regard  their  character 
as  judges  of  the  highest  court  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth,  known  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church ;  after  which  it 
shall  not  be  in  order  during  the  pending  of  such  trial,  to  transact 
any  legislative  business  bearing  on  the  case. 

3.  In  recording  their  decision,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
who  have  tried  any  judicial  business  in  the  original  case,  or  by  ap- 
peal, to  set  forth  at  length  the  reasons  thereof;  that  the  record  may 
exhibit  as  far  as  practicable  every  thing  that  had  an  influence  on 
their  judgment ;  a  certified  copy  of  which,  with  the  act  or  proceed- 
ing appealed  from,  shall  be  sent  up  by  them  to  the  court  to  whom  the 
appeal  may  be  taken.     Such  inferior  court  shall  also  be  permitted 
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to  send  a  commissioner  to  the  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  explanations  relative  to  said  case,  that  may  be  required  :  it  being 
expressly  understood,  that  in  every  case  the  original  parties  be  not 
lost  sight  of  in  any  stage  of  trial. 

4.  In  taking  up  an  appeal,  after  having  ascertained  that  the  ap- 
pellant has  conducted  it  regularly,  the  following  shall  be  the  order 
of  trial. 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  shall  be  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  shall  be  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  shall  be  read,  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  original  parties  shall  be  heard,  commencing  with  the  ap- 
pellant. 

5.  The  commissioner  of  the  inferior  judicatory  which  has  tried 
the  appeal,  may  be  heard  in  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  their 
decision,  and  of  the  manner  of  their  proceeding  in  the  case. 

6.  The  appellant  may  be  heard  in  reply. 

5.  After  all  the  parties  shall  have  been  fully  heard,  and  all  the 
information  gained  by  the  Synod  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary, 
the  parties  shall  withdraw,  when  the  roll  shall  be  called,  that  every 
member  may  have  an  opportunity  to  express  his  opinion  on  the 
case,  after  which  the  final  vote  shall  be  taken. 

6.  The  decision  may  be  either  to  confirm  or  reverse,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  judicatory,  or  to  remit  the  cause 
with  instructions,  or  for  a  new  trial. 

7.  In  the  trial  of  all  judicial  business  brought  before  the  Synod, 
by  complaint  or  reference,  the  same  order  of  proceedings  shall  be 
observed,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  in  cases  of  appeal :  but  no  com- 
plaint shall  be  entertained  unless  notice  of  the  same  shall  have  been 
given  before  the  rising  of  the  judicatory,  whose  act  is  complained 
of,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  M.  STRONG,  Chairman. 
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Certain  resolutions  were  presented  relative  to  the  organization 
of  the  Particular  Synods,  which  were  on  motion,  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  presented  and 
adopted  by  Synod. 

Whereas,  at  page  58,  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  1837,  cer- 
tain acts  are  recorded  "  for  preserving  the  church  from  the  intro- 
duction of  unsound  doctrine,"  which  acts  are  supposed  to  be  in 
some  respects  obscure  and  conflicting  in  their  import,  and  to  inter- 
fere with  the  free  action  of  the  several  classes  ;  therefore,  in  place 
of  resolutions  3,  4,  and  6,  be  it  Resolved,  that  no  licentiate  or 
ordained  minister,  from  any  body  in  the  United  States  not  having  a 
definite  correspondence  with  this  Synod,  on  this  subject,  shall  be 
received  into  any  classis,  until,  either  by  documentary  evidence  or 
examination,  they  shall  have  become  fully  satisfied  of  his  compe- 
tent  literary  qualifications  ;  nor  until  upon  examination,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  deputatus,  they  shall  become  also  satisfied  of  his  com- 
petent theological  attainments,  his  piety,  soundness  in  the  faith  and 
ability  to  teach,  and  shall  have  received  his  entire  assent  to  the 
standards  of  our  church,  as  to  doctrine  and  discipline. 

Resolved,  also,  That,  if  any  candidate  or  minister,  applying  for 
admission  into  any  classis,  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  classis,  have 
sought  and  obtained  licensure  or  ordination  from  any  ecclesiastical 
organization,  for  the  sake  of  an  easier  admission  into  our  church  than 
upon  the  strict  terms  enjoined  upon  our  own  students  at  New-Bruns- 
wick,  it  shall  be  considered  a  disqualification,  to  be  removed  only  by 
a  dispensation  from  the  General  Synod. 

The  ayes  and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution 
having  been  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows : 

AYES. 

J.  E.  Miller,  A.  Fort, 

C.  D.  Westbrook,  B.  A.  Newkirk, 

J.  D.  Keese,  J.  P.  Knox, 

A.  A.  Beekman,  A.  N.  Kittle, 
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J.  H.  Duryea, 

T.  M.  Strong, 

S.  Mitchell, 

P.  Labagh, 

G.  W.  Bethune. 

A.  O.  Halsey, 

J.  Peters.. 

S.  Van  Arsdaler 

J.  W.  Hangen, 

J.  C.  Elmendorf, 

I.  N.  Wyckoff, 

T.  E.  Vermilye, 

W.  N.  Sill, 

S.  Van  Rensselaer. 


J.  Gray, 
J.  J.  Kittle, 
I.  Hutton, 
B.  Van  Zandt, 
J.  Southwc-rth, 
J.  Murphy, 
A.  I.  Smits, 
A.  B.  Chittenden, 
J.  Sanders, 
W.  Cahoone, 
W.  D.  Kirtland3 
W.  R.  Gordon, 
S.  Allen— 35. 


S.  A.  Van  Vranken, 

A.  Van  Nest, 
J.  W.  Duryea, 
C.  P.  Wack, 

C.  L.  Hardenbergh, 

B.  C.  Taylor, 
H.  Traphagen, 
P.  I.  Quick, 

J.  Schoonmaker. 
T.  Snediker, 


NAYS. 

J.  F.  Mesick, 
C.  Wyckoff, 
T.  Swart, 
J.  D.  Fonda, 
J.  V.  S.  Riley 
J.  B.  Ten  Eyck: 
W.  Houston, 
B.  Hoff, 
J.  Beattie— 19. 


The  Rev.  John  Garrison,  John  Lillie,  and  B.  B.  Westfall,  and 
the  Elder  P.  D.  Vroom,  were  excused  from  voting. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  the  several  classes,  to  re- 
quire of  the  ministers  under  their  care,  without  charges,  to  render 
an  account,  annually,  at  their  ordinary  session  next  preceding  the 
meeting  of  General  Synod,  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 

employed  the  preceding  year,  in  order  that  their  doings  may  more 

immediately  come  under  the  review  of  classis. 
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ARTICLE    X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Customs  and  Usages. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education* 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  which  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Brownlee,  D.  D.,  Jacob  C.  Sears,  and  Peter  Labagh,  and  the  Elders 
John  D.  Keese  and  James  Van  Blarcom. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church— - 
The  Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  re. 
spectfully  present  to  your  reverend  body  the  following  resolutions, 
adopted  by  this  society  at  its  annual  meeting,  held  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  May  22d,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  this  society,  being  fully  convinced  by  experience, 
that  the  conducting  of  Sabbath  schools  is  materially  aided,  by  being 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  duly  appointed  officers  of  the  house 
of  God,  and  being  desirous  that  the  highest  judicatory  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  should  extend  its  fostering  care  to  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  Christian  instruction,  and  let  the  weight  of  its  eccle- 
siastical influence  herein  be  felt,  throughout  all  our  churches  ;  this 
union  would  earnestly  solicit  the  careful  attention  of  Synod,  to  the 
important  subject  of  establishing  a  board  which  shall  conduct  the 
business  of  superintending  these  great  interests. 
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And,  further,  That  the  instruction  of  our  children,  in  the  cate- 
chisms of  our  church,  being  admitted  to  be  of  vital  importance  to 
their  spiritual  welfare,  that,  should  the  Synod,  in  its  wisdom,  enter 
upon  this  plan  of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  which  has  for  eleven 
years  been  carried  out  with  the  happiest  success,  under  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  then  this  Union  will  dissolve,  and  desire  all  the  schools 
under  its  care,  to  place  themselves  under  the  care  of  the  Board  es- 
tablished by  Synod. 

And,  further,  That  the  principles  of  action,  so  long  pursued 
by  this  Union,  being  embodied  in  the  annual  report  of  the  same,  said 
report  be  transmitted  to  the  Synod  for  their  examination. 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  President. 

JAMES  ANDERSON,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  amended, 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
the  Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  ;  and  the 
resolution  sent  up  from  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  on  the  subject 
of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  having  given  a  careful  attention  to  this  communication  of 
the  Sabbath  School  Union,  and  having  compared  their  principles, 
and  the  objects  which  they  profess  to  follow  out,  with  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  General  Synod  on  the  same  subject  in  1830, 
your  committee  have  discovered  a  striking  harmony  between  them. 
The  resolutions  alluded  to  are  on  page  278,  vol.  3,  of  the  Synodical 
.Minutes ;  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  ministers 
:and  consistories  of  our  church,  where  it  is  not  already  the  case, 
to  take  the  school  or  schools,  formed  of  teachers  and  scholars  be- 
longing to  their  churches  and  congregations,  under  their  oversight 
and  care. 

"2.  That  while  this  Synod  do  highly  appreciate  the  value  of 
*  Bible  Questions,'  yet  it  be  recommended  to  the  consistories  and 
superintendents  of  Sabbath  schools  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
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to  introduce  into  their  schools,  where  it  is  not  already  the  case,  the 
standard  catechisms  of  our  church,  or  such  others  as  are  approved 
by  the  church  ;  provided  such  use  of  catechisms  in  Sabbath  schools 
be  not  permitted  to  interfere  with,  or  take  the  place  of,  the  regular 
weekly  catechetical  instruction  by  the  pastor." 

Thus  the  General  Synod  has  decidedly  professed  its  readiness  to 
take  Sabbath  school  instruction  under  its  own  care.  Now,  this 
Sabbath  school  Union  respectfully  approaches  you  and  says,  that 
"  it  is  fully  convinced  by  experience,  that  the  conducting  of  Sabbath 
schools  is  materially  aided  by  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
duly  appointed  officers  of  the  church  of  God  ;  and  are  desirous  that 
the  highest  judicatory  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  should  ex- 
tend its  fostering  care  to  this  important  branch  of  Christian  instruc- 
tion ;  and  allow  the  weight  of  its  ecclesiastical  influence  to  be  felt 
in  its  favor  through  all  our  churches." 

They  moreover  respectfully  ask  "  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to 
the  subject  of  establishing  a  Synodical  Board,  which  shall  conduct 
the  business  of  superintending  and  regulating  these  great  interests.'* 
And,  finally,  "  they  beg  leave  to  say,  that  should  the  Synod,  in  its 
wisdom,  appoint  a  board,  to  be  entitled  the  Synod's  Board  of  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  conduct 
Sabbath  school  instruction  according  to  the  above  resolutions  of  the 
Synod  of  1830,  the  said  Sunday  School  Union  will  forthwith  dis- 
solve, and  commit  the  entire  business  to  the  Synod's  Board ;  and 
will  desire  all  the  schools  under  their  care  to  place  themselves  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Synod's  Board." 

The  General  Synod  having  thus  expressed  its  readiness  and  anx~- 
iety  to  watch  over  Sabbath  school  instruction;    and  the  Sabbath 
school  Union  having  thus  placed  itself  over  in  the  hands   of  the 
Synod,  your  committee  would  recommend  for  adoption  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resolvedy  1.  That  this  Synod,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
General  Synod's  resolution  of  1830,  will  henceforth  take  the  super- 
vision of  Sabbath  school  operations  under  its  own  peculiar  over, 
sight  and  care. 
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Resolved,  2.  That  the  Synod  shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Managers, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  superintend  Sabbath  school  operations, 
according  to  a  plan  hereafter  to  be  adopted  by  the  Synod  ;  which 
board  will  be  called  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Synod  recommend  to  all  the  ministers 
and  consistories  of  our  churches,  to  request  their  respective  Sabbath 
schools  to  place  themselves  under  the  Synod's  Board  of  the  Sabbath 
School  Union,  in  order  that  the  purity  and  uniformity  of  Sabbath 
school  instruction  may  be  successfully  maintained  throughout  all 
our  churches. 

Resolved,  4.  That  this  Board  of  the   Synod's  Sabbath  School 
Union  be  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sabbath  School  Union. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.   C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D.,  Jacob 
Schoonmaker,  D.  D.,  and  Abraham  O.  Halsey,  and  the  Elders 
Peter  D.  Vroom  and  Abraham  Beekman,  be  a  committee  to  draft  a 
plan  for  the  Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church,  contemplated  in  the  above  report. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  a 
plan  for  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's  S.  S.  Union 
would  respectfully  report  the  following  : 

Art.  1.  The  Board  to  be  called  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
General  Synod's  Sabbath  School  Union  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  Church,  Auxiliary  to  the  American  Sunday  School  Union;  and 
shall  consist  of  twenty-four  managers,  of  whom,  one-half  at  least, 
and  not  more  than  two-thirds,  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  the  residue  shall  be  appointed  from  the  other  parts  of  the 
church. 

Art.  2.  The  Board  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  General 
Synod.  One-third  of  the  managers  shall  be  elected  by  the  Synod 
annually,  so  that  the  whole  body  shall  be  renewed  once   in  three 
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years.     The  said  Board  shall  have  power  to  elect  their  own  officers 
annually. 

Art.  3.  The  Board  shall  hold  regular  meetings  in  the  city  of 
New-York,  at  least  four  times  in  the  year,  on  their  own  appoint, 
ment ;  and  seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  according  to  by-laws  of  their  own  enactment. 

Art.  4.  The  powers  of  the  Board  over  the  several  schools  of 
the  Union,  shall  be  advisory  simply,  and  exercised  in  concert  with 
the  pastors  and  consistories.  In  connexion  with  the  Bible  questions 
of  the  American  Sabbath  School  Union,  they  shall  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote instruction  in  the  schools,  in  the  principles  of  divine  truth,  as 
they  are  exhibited  in  the  catechisms,  and  other  standards  adopted  by 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  the  Westminster 
Assembly.  It  shall,  besides,  be  their  duty  to  collect  from  the  pas. 
tors  and  consistories,  information  on  the  state  of  the  several  schools; 
which  shall  be  embodied  in  an  annual  report,  to  be  presented  to 
General  Synod  at  their  annual  meetings.  And  they  shall  also  re- 
port annually  to  the  American  S.  S.  Union. 

Art.  5.  The  funds  of  this  Union  shall  be  raised  by  subscrip. 
tions,  donations,  and  collections  in  the  churches,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  treasurer  appointed  by  the  Board. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  employ  so  much  of  the  funds,  thus  col- 
lected, as  may  be  needed  in  the  efficient  support  of  our  own 
schools  ;  and  the  residue,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  pay  over  annually 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  American  S.  S.  Union,  to  be  employed  by 
them  in  the  promotion  of  the  general  object  of  Sabbath  school  in- 
struction. 

Art.  7.  The  treasurer  shall  take  the  charge  of  all  moneys  trans- 
mitted to  him ;  pay  all  demands,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board; 
and  render  an  annual  report,  for  the  inspection  of  General  Synod. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.   E.    VERMILYE,    Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num. 
bers  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  the  Board  of  Sabbath  School 
Union,  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election.     On  counting  the  votes, 

Vol.  V.  .34 
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it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen,  viz  : — Rev.  Gustavus 
Abeel,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D., 
Frederic  F.  Cornell,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Jacob  J.  Janeway,  D.  D., 
John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Nicholas  I.  Marselus,  Jacob  iSchoonmaker, 
D.  D.,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Thomas  E.  Ver- 
milye,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  Valentine  Vandewater,  James  Anderson, 
John  I.  Brouwer,  Martin  W.  Brett,  Thomas  Earle,  James  Forrester, 
Bauman  Lowe,  James  D.  Oliver,  Charles  H.  Little,  Charles  Van 
Wyck,  William  Patterson  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Peter  D.  Vroom. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  now  appointed,  be  directed  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  in  the  Consistory  Room,  corner  of  Nassau  and  Ann 
streets,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  July  next,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  for 
the  purpose  of  being  duly  organized.  And  that  they  then  proceed 
to  divide  themselves  into  three  classes,  to  serve  respectively,  one, 
two,  and  three  years. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  re- 
spectfully report  lo  the  General  Synod,  that  the  following  scholar- 
ships have  been  endowed,  and  are  now  productive,  viz : 

1.  The  Van  Rensselaer.  2.  Rutgers.  3.  William  Patterson  Van 
Rensselaer.  4.  Cornell.  5.  WyckofF.  6.  Hyer.  7.  Margaret  Bur- 
gess. 8.  John  Clark.  9.  Isaac  L.  Kipp.  10.  James  Bogert,  Jr. 
11.  Tannika  Turk.  This  last  scholarship  has  been  endowed  during 
the  last  year,  by  the  payment  of  $1,700,  by  Miss.  Anna  Turk. 

The  following  report  from  their  treasurer,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Stryker  Scholarship  was  received,  and  the  measures  recommended 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board. 

That  since  the  Act  of  the  General  Synod,  authorizing  the  Board 
to  appropriate  in  certain  cases  the  sum  of  $120  to  beneficiaries, 
the  expenses  attending  a  residence  in  New. Brunswick  have  so  in- 
creased, that  but  few  of  them  can  subsist  on  a  less  amount  than  this, 
and  consequently  this  maximum  amount  has  in  many  cases  been 
already  allowed  by  the  Board. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  the  two  scholarships  first  endowed, 
were  those  which  the  honored  and  lamented  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer established  by  the  payment  of  $1,500  each.  The  allowance 
to  beneficiaries  was  then  but  $90,  being  six  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  a  scholarship ;  soon  after  their  endowment,  the  appropriation 
was  raised  to  $100,  and  in  order  to  make  the  scholarships  equal  to 
the  production  of  this  amount,  they  were  fixed  at  $1,700,  In  the 
interim  however,  by  the  bequest  of  the  honored  and  lamented  Col. 
Henry  Rutgers,  a  scholarship  had  been  endowed,  and  the  sum  of 
$1,582  50,  was  received  from  his  executor. 

The  Board  resolved  to  place  the  amount  of  these  three  scholar- 
ships  at  interest,  and  not  to  make  use  of  the  annual  income  from 
them,  but  suffer  it  to  accumulate  until  each  should  amount  to  $1,700. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1835,  these  three  scholarships  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod,  by  the  payment 
of  $5,000,  being  $1,700  each. 

By  the  will  of  Peter  Stryker,  Esq.  of  Flatbush,  forty -seven  shares 
of  stock  in  the  Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  and  Loan  Company,  were 
devised  to  the  Board  for  the  endowment  of  a  scholarship,  to  be  call- 
ed the  Cornell  Scholarship. 

These  shares  produced,  with  dividends  received  upon  them  up  to 
the  time  of  sale,  the  sum  of  $3,109  27  ;  of  this  sum,  $1,700  were 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  as  the  principal  of  the 
Cornell  Scholarship,  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  the  balance 
of  $1,409  27,  was  placed  at  interest,  so  to  be  kept  until  it  should 
amount  to  $1,700,  and  was  then  to  form  the  endowment  of  a  scholar- 
ship to  be  called  after  the  benevolent  testator,  "The  Stryker  Scho- 
larship."   The  treasurer  reports  that  this  now  amounts  to  $1721  63. 

It  is  deemed  desirable  that  these  scholarships  be  increased  to  the 
sum  of  $2,000,  which  at  six  per  cent,  will  produce  the  sum  of  $120, 
now  allowed  as  the  maximum  appropriation  to  beneficiaries. 

The  treasurer  respectfully  recommends  the  following  plan  to 
effect  this  desirable  object. 

The  present  income  of  the  Board  from  the  interest  on  the  scho- 
larships, from  donations  and  contributions  of  churches  and  individu- 
als, appears  to  be  adequate  to  the  ordinary  appropriations.    We 
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have  proceeded  for  the  last  several  years  without  serious  embarrass- 
ment, without  expending  the  interest  arising  from  the  sum  set  apart 
for  the  Stryker  Scholarship,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Board  can 
still  go  on  without  it.  An  opportunity  now  presents  itself  for  loan- 
ing this  amount  for  two  years  and  a  half,  on  ample  security,  at  seven 
per  cent,  which  will  make  the  amount  at  the  end  of  that  period,  a 
little  more  than  $2,000.  The  treasurer  therefore  recommends  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  loan  the  amount 
belonging  to  the  contemplated  Stryker  Scholarship,  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  at  seven  percent,  on  good  security. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  term  shall  expire,  the  sum  of  $300 
be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod,  to  be  by  him  added 
to  the  Cornell  Scholarship,  making  the  same  then  amount  to  $2000  ; 
thus  carrying  out  completely  the  design  of  the  testator,  in  the  full 
endowment  of  the  Cornell  Scholarship.  And  that  the  amount 
which  will  then  remain  of  the  Stryker  Scholarship,  be  reinvested 
until  it  shall  amount  to  a  like  sum  of  $2000,  for  its  full  endowment. 

It  will  be  seen,  that,  by  this  plan,  in  about  five  years,  these  two 
scholarships  can  be  raised  to  what  ought  hereafter  to  be  considered 
the  standard  sum. 

And,  as  it  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  all  the  scholarships  be 
placed  on  this  footing,  the  Board  will  be  enabled,  after  these  two 
are  completed,  and  their  income  both  available,  to  set  apart  the  in- 
come of  the  Van  Rensselaer  Scholarship,  until,  by  the  same  pro- 
cess, it  shall  increase  its  own  principal,  and  that  of  the  William 
Patterson  Van  Rensselaer  Scholarship,  to  the  proper  grade.  The 
Rutgers  can  then  follow  in  the  same  course,  and  thus,  all,  in  time, 
be  established  without  inconvenience. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  D.  KEESE. 

The  list  of  beneficiaries  has  been  enlarged  during  the  past  year, 
by  the  addition  of  fourteen  names.  The  Board  have  been  com- 
pelled to  strike  off  the  name  of  one  for  improper  conduct,  and  three 


JUNE,  1839.  265 

have  voluntarily  abandoned  the  design  of  preparing  themselves  for 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  so  that  the  number  now  under  our  care 
is  forty-eight. 

The  amount  of  receipts,  during  the  year  past,  including  a  balance 
at  its  beginning,  is  $4035  16 

Payments  have  been  made  amounting  to  3729  55 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $305  61 

There  is  one  subject  which  the  Board  would  desire  to  commend 
to  the  notice  of  the  General  Synod.  They  were  informed,  that  one  of 
the  young  men  under  our  care  was  not  only  receiving  our  usual 
appropriation,  but  was  also  under  the  especial  care  of  one  of  the 
congregations  of  our  church,  who  were  granting  to  him  a  similar 
appropriation  ;  and  a  communication  has  lately  been  received  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  stating  that  this  is  not  a  solitary  in- 
stance ;  that  there  are  others  who  are  enjoying  the  same  advantages. 

Now,  while  we  are  anxious  that  all  the  churches  should  each 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  educate  at  least  one  young  man,  if  not  more 
than  one  ;  and  while  we  rejoice  that  some  of  them  have  assumed 
such  a  responsibility,  we  think  it  desirable,  for  a  number  of  reasons, 
that  the  General  Synod  should  be  their  agent.  The  Board  would 
therefore  respectfully  suggest,  the  passing  of  a  resolution,  recom- 
mending to  the  churches,  to  allow  their  charities  to  flow  through  the 
Board  of  Education,  appointed  by  the  Synod.  By  so  doing,  the 
whole  amount  given  by  the  church  to  this  object,  will  be  known. 
Our  beneficiaries  will  all  be  placed  on  an  equality,  and  the  unanimity 
of  feeling  enjoyed  by  our  church  in  all  her  benevolent  enterprizes, 
will  be  made  as  apparent  as  we  believe  it  to  be  real. 

Your  Board,  during  the  past  year,  have  suffered  severely  under 
the  hand  of  death.  In  the  loss  of  our  revered  President,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  in  the  early  withering  of  our  beloved  brother 
Hunt,  we  had  almost  said  before  his  time,  we  are  assured  of  the 
sympathies  of  the  whole  church,  when  we  say — we  have  felt  these 
dispensations  of  Providence,  and  have  mourned. 

The  term  of  service  for  which  the  following  members  of  the 
Board  were  chosen,  now  expires,  viz:  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.> 
C.  Hunt,  and  Peter  D.  Vroom. 


266  JUNE,  1839. 

The  place  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  so  sadly  vacated,  should 
also  be  supplied.     His  term  of  service  would  have  expired  in  1840. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  HUTTOxV,  Cor.  Sec. 
New-Yorl,  June  3, 1839. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education,  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  following  were  elected  : — Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D., 
Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.,  and  Peter  D.  Vroom. 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  was  chosen  for  one  year,  in  the  place  of 
the  Rev.  Christopher  Hunt,  deceased. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  to  report : 
Your  committee  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject  entrusted  to  them ;  and  they  have 
given  it  their  earnest  consideration.  Few  objects  are  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  existence  and  prosperity  of  our  church 
than  the  subject  of  education.  It  presents  to  us  two  equally  im- 
portant topics  :  First,  the  best  means  of  increasing  the  number  of 
our  ministry.  Second  :  the  best  method  of  bringing  forward  a 
well-educated,  as  well  as  pious  and  devoted  ministry,  into  our 
church  ;  and  the  necessity  of  doing  this  as  promptly  as  possible. 

Few  of  our  wealthy  youth  can  be  constrained  into  the  self-deny- 
ing office  of  the  ministry.  Hence,  on  the  one  hand,  as  long  as  our 
flourishing  country  holds  out  so  numerous  and  such  fascinating  pros- 
pects, in  the  various  openings  of  business  and  profession,  to  our 
ingenuous  and  literary  youth  ;  and,  so  long,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
we  find  mainly  within  the  humble  walks  of  life,  many  of  the  choicest 
spirits,  adorned  with  brilliant  talents,  and  blessed  with  zeal  and 
godliness :  so  long  will  it  devolve  on  our  Education  Society,  to  seek 
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out  those  youth  who  are  poor  in  every  thing  but  invaluable  talents, 
and  rich  grace  ;  and  sustain  them  in  their  studies  for  the  holy  min- 
istry.  And,  so  long  as  the  church  of  Christ  does  feel,  and  does 
act  as  she  ought  to  do,  in  laboring  to  increase  the  number  of  the 
ministry,  and  send  forth  an  able,  well-educated,  and  pious  ministry, 
to  gather  home  her  outcasts,  so  long  must  she,  and  her  saints  within 
her,  sustain  our  Education  Societies  ;  or  prove  recreant  in  the  holiest 
of  causes ;  and  wound  Christ  in  the  house  of  his  friends ! 

An  increase  of  a  well-educated,  pious  ministry,  is  urgently  de- 
manded.  Our  fathers,  and  even  some  of  our  young  brethren,  are 
dropping  off,  on  the  right  hand  and  the  left.  And,  besides  the  de- 
mand  for  filling  up  vacancies,  there  are  new  demands  made  for  the 
most  interesting  fields,  opening  annually  to  us.  These  fields,  ripen- 
ing to  harvest,  are  vast ;  and  constantly  increasing.  From  the  in- 
terior of  our  old  states,  and  from  the  far  and  great  West,  the  Mace- 
donian cry  comes,  sounding  urgently  and  most  piteously  on  our 
ears,  "  Come  over  and  help  us."  Whence,  in  these  circumstances, 
can  the  number  of  the  ministry  be  increased,  but  by  the  untiring 
labors  of  the  Education  Society  ?  And  what  can  this  faithful  and 
active  Board  of  the  Synod  do,  unless  they  be  better  sustained  by  all 
our  churches  than  they  ever  have  hitherto  been  1 

Year  after  year  has  the  Synod  passed  recommendations,  urging 
this  all-important  cause  on  the  attention  of  our  ministers  and 
churches.  From  year  to  year,  we  rejoice  to  see  that  these  urgent 
recommendations  have  been  responded,  with  a  gradually  increasing 
attention.  If  we  mistake  not,  this  subject  is  rising,  continually,  in 
the  estimation  of  our  churches. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  this  Synod,  to 
renew,  with  increasing  urgency,  the  recommendation  of  the  educa- 
tion cause  to  every  one  of  our  churches.  By  constantly  renewing 
the  appeal,  we  shall,  by  the  favor  of  God,  rouse  all  the  churches  to 
their  duty  at  last.  And  the  consideration  of  the  Board  having  now 
no  less  than  forty-eight  promising  beneficiaries,  ought  to  awaken 
the  spirit  of  a  noble  and  more  generous  liberality  in  the  bosom  of 
every  lover  of  Christ  and  his  holy  cause  ! 
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In  addition  to  the  ten  scholarships  reported  last  year,  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  recording  two  more,  endowed  during  the  year  just  ex- 
pired. The  eleventh  is  the  "  Tannake  Turk  Scholarship,"  endow- 
ed by  the  payment  of  $1700,  by  Miss  Anna  Turk.  The  twelfth  is 
the  "  Richard  Cadmus  Scholarship,"  announced  to  us  since  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  made  to  this  Synod.  This 
has  been  liberally  endowed,  by  a  bequest  of  $2000,  by  the  late 
Richard  Cadmus,  Esq.,  an  elder  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
Bergen  Point,  New-Jersey.  Here  is  a  truly  Christianlike  example 
set  before  the  wealthy  friends  of  our  church,  who  love  the  God  and 
the  church  of  their  fathers.  By  the  sum  of  $2000  can  a  Christian 
cause  a  perennial  stream  of  charily  to  flow  onward  for  ages  after 
he  has  withered  in  the  grave.  By  this  endowment,  can  a  lover  of 
God,  be  the  blessed  instrument  of  sending  out  a  succession  of  pious 
ministers  for  centuries  after  his  death !  Who  can  calculate  the 
immense  amount  of  good,  which,  under  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  can  thus  be  done,  by  thus  raising  up  a  long  and  faithful  suc- 
cession of  ministers  in  the  Lord's  vineyard !  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, too  earnestly  solicit  the  attention  and  good  will  of  all  our 
Christian  friends,  and  dear  brethren,  to  these  examples  of  generous 
bequests  ;  and  in  Christ's  name  and  cause,  we  would  affectionately 
and  earnestly  say,  to  all  to  whom  God  has  given  the  ample  meansj 
"  Go  thou  and  do  likewise  !"  Contemplate  the  delightful  thought 
and  glorious  anticipation,  that,  after  you  are  dead  and  gone,  you 
may  be  greeted  in  heaven,  in  the  presence  of  your  Redeemer,  by 
precious  souls,  the  newly  arrived  from  earth,  who  have  been  con- 
verted by  the  devoted  Christian  ministers,  sent  out,  in  God's  provi- 
dence, by  your  bequest ;  while  they  and  you  will  rejoice  together  in 
heaven,  and  magnify  redeeming  love  for  ever ;  and  crown  your 
Redeemer  Lord  of  all ! 

We  hope  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Board,  so  prominently  pre- 
sented in  their  report,  will  be  duly  impressed  on  all  the  associations 
of  the  churches ;  namely,  that  instead  of  giving  their  benefactions 
to  individual  students,  they  will  make  the  Board  the  exclusive  almo- 
ners of  their  bounty.  But,  at  any  rate,  if  they  choose  their  own 
object  of  benefaction,  we  should  rejoice  to  see  each  church  sustain- 
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ing  at  least  one  ;  and  let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that  he  is  not 
to  draw  also,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  funds  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. And,  where  churches  do  support  their  own  beneficiaries, 
your  committee  would  suggest  that  the  Synod  enjoin  it  upon  those 
churches  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  Board  of  Education,  that 
it  may  be  laid  before  the  Synod,  and  the  churches,  in  their  annual 
report. 

Much  has  been  said,  and  several  theories  projected,  during  the 
last  two  years,  as  to  the  best  method  of  increasing  the  funds  of  this 
Board.  One  thing  is  certain,  for  it  seems  to  be  confessed  by  all, 
that  the  present  method  has  been  quite  inefficient.  And  again 
would  we  repeat  earnestly,  that  something  much  more  efficient  must 
be  done,  than  what  has  been  hitherto  done.  One  method  suggest- 
ed, is  this, — that  the  General  Synod  appoint  their  general  agent  to 
plead  the  missionary  and  education  cause.  If  this  could  be  done 
unanimously,  or  nearly  so,  it  would  be,  in  your  committee's  judg- 
ment, decidedly  the  best  and  most  efficient  method.  But,  if  the 
prejudice  against  agencies  be  still  too  strong  to  be  removed ;  or  if 
it  cannot  be  done  harmoniously,  we  would  not  press  it. 

Another  plan  suggested,  is  to  leave  it  to  the  two  Boards  to  select 
their  own  method  of  collecting  funds.  But,  whatever  method  the 
Synod  may,  in  its  wisdom,  adopt,  this  would  we  respectfully  urge  on 
them,  that  something  must  be  promptly,  efficiently  done,  to  increase 
the  funds  of  the  Board.  Are  we  not  too  timerous?  Ought  we  not 
11  to  devise  great  things,'-  and  "  attempt  great  things,"  and  cast 
ourselves  humbly  and  boldly,  in  faith,  ever  on  our  Master,  Christ, 
and  the  resources  of  his  church  ?  Ought  we  not  to  increase  the 
number  of  beneficiaries,  by  deliberately  accepting  of  every  pious 
and  talented  youth  whom  the  Master  presents  to  us  in  his  provi- 
dence ?  Then,  let  every  minister  proclaim  to  his  beloved  people, 
that  the  family  circle  of  God's  sons  of  the  prophets,  being  greatly 
increased,  the  churches  must  bring  in  of  their  substance,  to  sustain 
the  increasing  family  of  the  sons  of  the  prophets.  We  feel  assured, 
that  when  the  churches  witness  our  zeal  and  earnestness,  and  see 
our  increasing  flocks  of  youth  training  up  for  the  ministry,  they 
will  not — they  cannot — fail  to  respond  cordially  to  our  appeals. 
Vol.  V.  35 


270  JUNE,  1839. 

Let  us  make  the  renewed  experiment,  and  leave,  in  strong  faith  and 
confidence,  the  issue  with  our  covenant  God  in  Christ. 

Meantime,  we  would  recommend  to  the  Synod  the  resolution,  that 
each  of  our  ministers  be  requested  to  seek  out  pious  and  talented 
youth,  with  a  view  that  they  be  presented,  first  to  the  sustain- 
ing patronage  of  their  own  churches,  respectively  ;  and  then  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  as  candidates  for  admission  as  beneficiaries. 
We  feel  a  strong  confidence,  that  that  blessed  and  faithful  One,  who 
never  sends  a  human  being  into  our  world,  without  an  accompany- 
ing liberal  portion  of  food  and  raiment,  will  raise  up  means 
ample  enough  to  train  up  for  the  holy  ministry,  every  pious  and 
talented  youth  whom  he  offers  to  our  acceptance,  in  his  kind  and 
watchful  providence,  over  Zion. 

We  would  finally  recommend  to  the  Synod  to  approve  the  zeal 
and  ingenuity  of  the  Board,  in  the  method  they  have  taken  to  raise 
the  scholarships,  each  to  the  sum  of  $2000  ;  and  farther,  to  recom- 
mend it  to  them,  to  proceed  in  the  same  way,  to  increase  all  the 
other  scholarships  to  that  amount.  Because,  all  things  considered, 
$120  per  annum  is  as  moderate  a  sum  as  can  be  given  to  make  our 
beneficiaries  comfortable,  while  engaged  in  their  arduous  prepara- 
tions for  the  ministry. 

In  a  word,  on  a  review  of  the  past  year,  we  have  much  reason  to 
rear  ourEbenezer,  with  grateful  hearts,  while  we  say,  hitherto  has 
our  covenant  God  helped  us  !  And,  therefore,  we  will  proceed  in 
the  good  work  with  increasing  zeal  and  confidence,  and  renewed 
activity.  God  has  been  with  our  fathers  and  his  church,  in  all  ages?" 
he  has  given  us  the  pledge  of  his  abiding  presence,  and  the  glory 
of  defence.  "  Lo  !  I  am  with  you  alway,  to  the  end  of  the 
world."  And,  in  return,  as  she  moves  forward  over  the  wilder- 
ness  of  time,  under  the  pillar  and  the  cloud  of  Jehovah's  love 
and  permanent  protection,  she  alone,  of  ail  kingdoms  and  societies 
can  say,  "  Lord!  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling-place  in  all  genera- 
tions !"  And  hence,  He  who  has  kept  us  a  constant  succession  of 
pastors  and  teachers,  and  members  in  his  house,  will  sustain  us  and 
increase  us  and  ours,  with  men  like  a  flock.  Wherefore,  "  ye  that 
make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not  silence,  and  give  him  no  rest ; 
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till  he  establish,  and  make  Jerusalem  a  praise  in  the  earth."    "For 
thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  his  Maker,  ask  me 
of  things  to  come,  concerning  my  sons  ;   and  concerning  the  work 
of  my  hands,  command  ye  me,"  saith  the  Lord. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers  College. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Rutgers  College,  which  was  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D., 
Peter  Labagh,  and  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D.,  and  the  Elders,  Ste- 
phen Van  Rensselaer  and  Isaac  Hutton. 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College  respectfully 
submit  to  General  Synod  the  following  report : 

From  a  communication  made  to  them  by  the  faculty  of  the  Col- 
lege, they  learn,  that  "  the  highest  number  of  students  connected 
with  the  College  during  the  current  year  has  been  seventy-eight ; 
that  the  number  now  enrolled  is  sixty -nine;  making  a  difference  of 
nine  ;  of  whom,  five,  under  discipline,  have  been  dismissed  ;  one 
died,  and  three,  at  the  request  of  their  guardians,  have  retired  from 
the  institution.  The  faculty  have  strenuously  endeavored  to 
guard  the  good  order  and  morals  of  the  College,  preferring  the 
diminution  of  its  numbers,  to  the  sufferance  of  such,  whose  con. 
tinuance  with  us  would  either  disappoint  the  expectation  of  their 
friends,  or  corrupt  their  associates.  They  have  more  especially 
considered  it  as  their  sacred  duty  to  arrest  the  course  of  such  young 
men  as,  professing  to  have  a  view  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  contributions  of  the  church,  have  not  given  hope  that 
the  object  of  their  education  would  be  realized.  They  are  sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  several  instances  of  this  description  have 
occurred  during  the  past  year.     The  discipline  to  which  they  have 
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been  compelled  to  resort,  though  painful  in  its  exercise,  has,  they 
have  reason  to  believe,  been  attended  with  most  salutary  effects. 
Never,  perhaps,  since  the  revival  of  the  College,  have  our  students 
exhibited  more  serious  attention  to  their  duties,  more  respect  for 
their  instructors,  or  a  greater  share  of  good  will  towards  each  other. 
This  good  disposition  has  probably  been  increased  by  the  recent 
removal,  by  death,  of  several  hopeful  young  persons,  children  of 
our  professors  ;  and  especially  by  the  death  of  John  Cannon,  son 
of  professor  Cannon,  late  member  of  the  senior  class,  and  a  youth 
of  distinguished  promise. 

It  has  pleased  God,  in  his  inscrutable  providence,  to  lay  his  af- 
flicting hand  heavily  upon  our  venerable  associate,  Dr.  Cannon. 
By  severe  indisposition,  during  which  his  longer  continuance  with 
us  was  for  some  time  extremely  doubtful,  Dr.  Cannon  has  been  pre- 
vented through  a  part  of  the  last,  as  well  as  the  present  session, 
from  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  station.  He  has  seen,  in  turn, 
almost  every  member  of  his  family,  prostrate  with  disease  ;  and 
has  been  called  to  mourn  three  of  his  children  taken  from  him  in 
succession,  in  the  full  vigor  of  their  age  and  strength.  Under  all 
these  bereavements,  our  venerable  friend  has  been  divinely  support- 
ed.  We  rejoice  to  add,  that  his  family  is  now  convalescent,  and 
that  he  himself  has  been  enabled  to  re-enter  upon  his  professional 
duties. 

As  the  present  wants  of  the  College,  and  filling  up  of  professor- 
ships, have  been  recently  discussed  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  ;  as 
this  faculty  have  respectfully  submitted  to  them  their  views,  and 
measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  whole  subject  before  Gene- 
ral  Synod,  it  is  now  deemed  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  what  has 
already  been  communicated.  We  have  only  to  add  our  conviction, 
that  immediate  and  decisive  measures  should  be  taken,  by  the  col- 
lection of  funds  throughout  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  amply  to 
endow  the  institution,  and  permanently  to  establish  in  it  such  pro- 
fessorships as  are  usually  found  in  other  colleges  and  universities. 
By  the  increase  of  its  means,  and  the  cheering  influence  of  the 
clergy  and  other  members  of  the  churches,  the  same  effects  will  be 
produced  which  are  occurring  in  other  institutions,  by  the  fostering 
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care  of  the  denominations  by  which  they  are  sustained.  By  the 
prosperity,  under  God,  that  will  follow,  it  will  reflect  increased 
honor  upon  the  church  with  which  it  is  connected,  and  will  be  made 
still  more  useful  than  it  has  already  been,  in  advancing  the  cause 
of  literature  and  science ;  and,  above  all,  in  promoting  the  best  in- 
terests of  true  religion  and  of  sound  morality." 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  have  nothing  to  remark  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above  statements  contained  in  the  report  made  to  them 
by  the  faculty,  except  to  declare  their  cordial  acquiescence  in 
them,  and  approval  of  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KNOX, 
ABR'M  VAN  NEST, 
C.  L.  HARDENBERGH, 
SAMUEL  B.  HOW, 
CHAS.  SMITH, 
JAS.  B.  HARDENBERGH. 
June  3,  1839. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  Rutgers 

College,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  following  young  men  have   received  aid  from  the  interest 

arising  from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  from  1st  April, 

1838,  to  1st  April,  1839  : 

Van  Benschoten  Fund. 


J.  Watson, 

. 

8147 

A.  C.  Milspaugh, 

.             .             . 

200 

A.  Elmendorf, 

• 

150 

W.  E.  Turner, 

. 

150 

F.  T.  Drake, 

• 

200 

C.  Spalding, 

. 

150 

G.  M'P.  Myer, 

•             .             . 

150 

E.  Whitaker, 

.             .             . 

60 

E.  Vedder, 

•             « 

30 

$1,234 
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Knox  Fund. 


R.  Willis, 

A.  B.  Winfield, 


$120 
120 

8240 


Each  at  the  rate  of  $120  per  annum  except  Milspaugh  and 
Drake,  who  received  each  $50  extra,  per  order  of  the  Trustees. 

The  amount  of  the  above  funds,  the  balances,  and  the  interest  due 
1st  May,  I  have  rendered  to  Isaac  Young,  treasurer  of  General 
Synod,  which  information  I  presume  he  will  communicate. 

There  are  at  this  time  ten  young  men  on  the  funds  :  one  of  their 
number  will  leave  here  at  commencement.  Mr.  Whitaker  left  here 
last  fall. 

I  have  received  from  the  following  churches,  collected  for  the 
benefit  of  Rutgers  College, 

New-Brunswick,        .  .  **«  nft 

Tompkinsville, 

Jamaica,  '. 

,  Rev.  Mr.  Raymond, 

Middle  Dutch,  New-York, 

North 

Ninth  street,  " 


New-Brunswick,  June  3,  1839. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  College,  was  received  and 
read,  which  was  referred  to  the  special  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers 
College. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College,  and  the  communication  from 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College,  reported,  and  their  report 
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was  accepted,  and  Synod  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  it. 
During  the  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  this  report,  an  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutge/s  College  was 
presented,  certifying  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Janeway, 
D.  D.,  Samuel  B.  How,  D.  D.,  James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.  D.,  and 
Cornelius  L.  Hardenbergh,  Esq.,  a  commission  to  attend  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  Board,  before  the  Synod.  Whereupon  it 
was — Resolved,  That  the  above-named  commissioners  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  be  heard. 

The  commissioners  from  the  Trustees  having  been  heard,  and 
the  subject  discussed  at  length,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Superintendents,  and  the  communication  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  College  is  to  be  regarded  as 
the  child  of  the  church,  and  fully  entitled  to  the  parental  care  of 
the  Synod.  The  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  the  theological 
students  of  our  seminary  is  from  among  her  alumni,  proves  that  the 
College  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  system  for  the  education  of  our 
ministry. 

Yet,  it  appears  from  the  papers  submitted  to  the  committee,  that 
this  child  is  far  from  enjoying  vigorous  health.  The  number  of 
students  is  but  sixty-nine,  being  twenty  less  than  was  reported  four 
years  ago.  How  many  of  this  number  are  beneficiaries  the  com- 
mittee are  not  informed;  but  suppose  the  number  cannot  fall  much 
short  of  a  moiety.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  pay  students,  the  institution  is  embarrassed  for  want  of  funds. 

The  communication  of  the  Trustees  assigns  the  deficiency  in  the 
corps  of  instructors  as  the  principal  cause  of  the  embarrassment 
which  is  experienced.  While  the  committee  would  not  be  insensi- 
ble to  the  influence  of  a  cause  like  this,  they  cannot  withhold  the 
expression  of  their  conviction,  that  there  may  be  other  causes  that 
have  contributed  to  produce  the  embarrassments  alluded  to. 
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It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  many  members  of  this  Synod,  that 
the  present  organization  of  the  College  was  regarded,  from  the 
beginning,  by  those  through  whose  influence  and  exertions  her  re- 
vival was  effected,  as  but  introductory  to  a  more  extended  plan  of 
operations.  The  intimate  connexion  between  the  seminary  and  the 
College  was  the  result  of  necessity,  and  was  never  viewed  as  adapted 
to  the  prolonged  prosperity  of  the  institution.  The  feeling  under 
which  the  revival  was  effected,  was  powerful,  and  its  influence  was 
relied  upon  to  bear  the  institution  along  to  that  point  at  which  an 
ability  would  be  created  so  to  modify  the  connexion  between  the 
two  institutions,  that  an  efficient  and  responsible  literary  faculty 
might  be  established,  with  which  the  professors  in  the  theological 
department  should  have  no  other  connexion  than  that  which  would 
result  from  their  being  partially  engaged  in  teaching  the  same  in- 
dividuals, without  being  members  of  the  faculty.  Up  to  the  year 
1835,  the  prosperous  state  of  the  institution  answered  all  that  had 
been  anticipated  for  the  first  period  of  its  revived  existence,  and 
had  the  separation  originally  contemplated,  been  effected  at  that 
time,  no  reason  is  perceived  why  the  higher  hopes  that  had  been 
conceived  should  not  have  been  realized.  But,  by  this  time,  the 
impulse  which  had  borne  the  institution  along  had  lost  its  power, 
and  the  consequences  of  the  inherent  tendencies  of  the  present 
organization,  were  henceforth  to  be  realized  ;  the  result,  notwith- 
standing a  revival  of  religion  to  retard  it,  is  the  state  Ave  see. 

There  is  another  consideration  regarded  by  the  committee  as 
worthy  of  profound  consideration  in  deliberating  on  the  affairs  of 
the  College.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  some  two  or  three 
years  since,  an  attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  alumni  of  the  insti- 
tution, to  make  an  exertion  to  raise  funds  in  her  behalf.  The  total 
failure  of  the  attempt  is  a  melancholy  commentary  upon  the  effects 
produced,  by  the  present  system,  upon  a  class  of  men,  without 
whose  favor  no  college  can  succeed,  and  for  which  no  legislation 
whatever  can  furnish  a  substitute.  The  influence  which  is  to 
sustain  an  institution  must  proceed  from  within  her  own  walls. 

The  question  presents  itself,  can  any  thing  be  done  to  revive  and 
strengthen  an  interest  so  dear  to  the  whole  church  ?    The  plan  pro- 


JUNE,  1839.  277 

posed  by  the  Trustees,  in  the  judgment  of  this  committee,  is  wholly- 
inadequate.     It  is  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  That  it  be  resolved  by  the  Trustees,  that  the  entire  time 
and  services  of  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  shall  be  secured  to  the 
College  with  all  practicable  expedition  ;  in  which  case,  the  experi- 
mental part  of  Natural  Philosophy  might  be  assigned  to  this  depart- 
ment,  for  the  relief  of  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

"  2d.  That  the  department  of  Rhetoric,  (including  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  sophomores  in  Blair,  and  of  the  two  upper  classes  in 
rhetoric  and  composition)  be  assigned  to  the  Professor  of  Lan- 
guages, who  would  then  be  Professor  of  Languages  and  Rhetoric. 

"  3d.  That  to  compensate  the  Professor  of  Languages  and 
Rhetoric,  for  this  additional  duty,  a  tutor  in  the  Department  of  Lan- 
guages and  Rhetoric  be  appointed,  to  teach  the  sophomore  and 
freshman  classes  in  Latin,  Greek,  Logic,  and  composition,  at  a 
salary  sufficient  to  secure  the  exclusive  attention  of  a  respectable 
teacher,  say  8750." 

This  plan  leaves  the  connexion  between  the  two  institutions  in 
all  its  force,  to  work  out  all  its  consequences.  The  case  clearly  de- 
mands a  reorganization  of  the  faculty  ;  and  the  repeated  and  formal 
declarations  of  the  venerable  President  of  the  institution,  that  the 
acceptance  of  his  resignation,  which  he  is  ready  to  offer,  would 
afford  him  the  greatest  pleasure,  removes  all  restraint  from  the 
committee,  in  the  full  expression  of  their  views.  As  he  considers 
the  labors  belonging  to  the  theological  department,  as  they  un- 
doubtedly are,  sufficient  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  most  diligent 
individual,  to  insist  upon  his  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  literary 
institution,  would  comport  as  little  with  gratitude  to  him  as  with  a 
just  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  institution. 

Instead  of  the  modification  proposed  by  the  Trustees,  if  the 
Synod  were  to  recommend,  and  the  Trustees  were  to  adopt,  some- 
thing like  the  following,  this  committee  is  not  without  hope,  that  a 
new  impulse  would  be  given  to  the  institution,  and  that  every  de- 
mand created  by  it  upon  the  liberality  of  the  church,  would  be 
promptly  met.  They  are  not  sure  that  such  a  revival  of  confidence 
Vol.  V.  36 
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would  not  ensue  as  to  render  the  demand  upon  the  church  far  less 
onerous  than  that  which  is  created  by  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Trustees. 

THE    PLAN. 

1.  A  President,  whose  time  shall  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  College,  and  who  shall  instruct  in  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity,  Kame's  Elements,  Rhetoric,  and  Logic. 

2.  A  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

3.  A  Professor  of  Languages. 

4.  A  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry. 

The  Theological  Professors  not  to  be  members  of  the  faculty,  yet 
instructing  as  follows : 

Dr.  Milledoler  in  Moral  Philosophy. 

Dr.  Cannon  in  Mental  Philosophy. 

Dr.  M'CIelland,  the  senior  class  in  the  higher  classics. 

The  advantages  which  the  committee  discover  in  this  arrange- 
ment are  the  following  :  It  materially  relieves  the  theological 
faculty  from  many  toilsome  and  perplexing  services,  which  cannot 
but  greatly  interfere  with  their  appropriate  duties  as  professors  of 
theology.  It  provides  for  the  entire  services  of  the  President  in 
the  government  and  instruction  of  the  College.  By  assigning  im- 
portant services  to  Dr.  M'Clelland,  it  does  away  the  necessity  of  a 
tutor.  It  throws  the  responsibility  upon  the  literary  faculty,  where  it 
ought  undoubtedly  to  rest.  And,  most  of  all,  it  does  away  that  in- 
timate connexion  between  the  two  institutions,  which,  it  is  believed, 
is  the  great  cause  of  the  present  embarrassments. 

Leaving  the  salaries,  in  this  plan,  the  same  as  in  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  Trustees,  the  difference  in  the  annual  expenses  of  the 
College  will  be  just  equal  to  the  difference  between  $750,  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  paid  to  a  tutor,  and  the  salary  that  may  be  paid  to  the 
President.  The  liabilities  involved  in  the  proposition  of  the  Trus. 
tees  are  as  follows  : 

Professor  of  Mathematics,  $1750 

Professor  of  Languages,  1500 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  1500 

Tutor,  750 

Total,  $5,500 
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If,  however,  the  salaries  of  the  professors  were  graduated  by  the 
ability  of  the  Trustees  to  pay  ;  by  the  salaries  which  are  deemed 
adequate  to  the  support  of  ministers  of  the  gospel,  in  towns  of  simi- 
lar magnitude  and  importance  with  New-Brunswick,  and  even  in 
New-Brunswick  itself;  and  by  the  salaries  which  are  paid  in  kin- 
dred institutions  in  our  country ;  a  very  material  diminution  of  the 
expenses  of  the  College  might  be  effected.  And  why  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, in  the  midst  of  financial  embarrassment,  should  pay  larger 
salaries  than  other  similar  institutions,  the  committee  is  unable  to 
discover, 

Suppose  the  salaries  of  the  professors  to  be  placed  nominally  at 
$1500,  but  actually,  until  the  resources  of  the  College  shall  enable 
the  Trustees  to  pay  the  full  amount,  at  $1250,  then  the  results  are 
the  following  :  Three  professors,  at  $1250,  amounts  to  $3750.  This 
sum,  deducted  from  $5,500,  leaves  $1750,  which  might  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  a  President. 

But  the  committee  feel  constrained  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Synod  to  another  important  topic  connectedwith  the  general  subject. 
While,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  unwise  to  say  a  word  that  may  arrest 
the  current  of  benevolent  feeling  in  an  individual  or  a  community, 
yet  it  is  possible  that  one  department  of  benevolence  may  be  ex- 
tended beyond  a  due  proportion  to  other  parts  of  a  common  sys- 
tem. It  is  believed  that  something,  nearly  approximating  to  this, 
has  already  occurred  in  the  beneficiary  operations  of  our  church. 
The  means  for  the  gratuitous  education  of  our  ministry  operate 
with  oppressive  influence  upon  the  College,  which  stands  engaged 
to  educate  the  whole  number  of  beneficiaries,  without  receiving  the 
usual  tuition  fees.  Were  the  Synod  to  engage  to  pay  this  item 
into  the  treasury  of  the  College,  the  result  would  be  nearly  equal 
to  the  endowment  of  a  professorship — about  $1200,  annually.  The 
committee  are  fully  convinced  of  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  Van  Benschoten  fund,  which  has  hitherto  been  almost 
exclusively  appropriated  to  the  support,  might  as  well,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  bequest,  be  appropriated  to  the  education  of 
pious  young  men  for  the  ministry.  The  Board  of  Education  is  the 
creature  of  the  Synod,   and  may  be  directed  to  regulate  their 


280  JUNE,  1839. 

appropriations  a9  the  Synod  shall  think  proper.  The  measure  is 
judged  to  be  politic,  because,  by  means  of  the  Van  Benschoten 
Fund,  the  Miss  Knox  Fund,  the  Scholarships  and  the  Education 
Society,  a  number  of  beneficiaries  can  be  sustained  quite  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  church,  and  bearing  a  sufficiently  large  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  those  who  do  not  stand  in  need  of  the 
church's  bounty,  in  order  to  procure  their  education. 

The  sum  of  $1200  added  to  $1750,  the  sum  stated  above,  pro- 
duces  $2950;  shows  a  financial  superiority  in  the  plan  here  pro- 
posed  over  that  of  the  Trustees,  by  the  difference  between  $2950 
and  what  may  be  decided  upon  as  the  proper  salary  of  a  president 

The  committee  refrain  from  the  expression  of  any  views  as  to 
the  amount  proper  to  be  paid  to  a  president.  Circumstances  might 
arise  materially  to  affect  the  sum'proper  to  be  proposed  as  the  com- 
pensation of  this  officer.  Admitting  it  to  be  a  generous  one,  the 
result  of  the  plan  here  proposed  presents  financial  advantages  equiv- 
alent to  the  enlargement  of  the  fund,  as  proposed  by  the  Trustees. 

The  Trustees  speak  of  the  price  of  board  in  New-Brunswick  as 
an  alleged  difficulty.  Allowing  it  to  be  only  such,  still  it  is  well 
known  that  appearances  frequently  produce  all  the  effects  of  reali- 
ties, and  it  is  often  wise  to  provide  against  mere  appearances.  Were 
a  house  to  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  some  thirty  or 
forty  students,  to  board  in  common,  the  calculations  of  at  least  a 
large  portion  of  the  public,  whether  those  calculations  be  true  or 
false,  would  be  met,  and  any  prejudice  against  the  College  on  this 
account  be  removed.  It  is  believed  however,  that  there  is  reality 
in  the  alleged  difficulty.  Calculating  from  the  number  of  families 
which  forty  students  would  support  at  board,  the  committee  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt  that  the  price  of  board  might  be  materially  re- 
duced. At  all  events  two  advantages  would  result  from  the  pro- 
posed establishment.  Board  would  be  furnished  at  as  cheap  a 
rate  as  it  could  be  furnished  on  any  plan,  and  restraints  would  be 
imposed  upon  those  who  take  students  at  board  in  the  town.  Any 
unreasonable  demands  on  their  part  might  be  met  by  a  resolution  on 
the  part  of  the  Trustees  to  enlarge  the  convent  system  to  an  extent 
to  accommodate  the  whole  number  of  students. 
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Should  the  plan  suggested  in  this  report  be  adopted,  your  com- 
mittee anticipate  the  revival  of  that  confidence  which  is  of  vastly 
more  importance  to  the  institution  than  all  the  funds  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  the  Trustees.  On  this  hinge  the  welfare  of  the  College 
must  turn.  Confidence  inspired,  no  doubt  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  object  of  their  appointment  by  the  committee  now  engaged 
to  solicit  subscriptions  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees,  would  produce  re- 
sults adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  institution. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  committee,  now  engaged  in 
soliciting  subscriptions  to  the  funds  of  Rutgers  College,  be  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  regard  and  liberality  of  the  friends  of  our 
church. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  plan  of  your  committee, 
it  will  be  necessary  so  to  modify  the  existing  covenant  between  the 
Synod  and  the  Trustees,  that  it  shall  be  no  longer  necessary  for 
the  President  of  the  College  to  be  one  of  the  professors  of  theology. 
It  is  therefore  recommended,  that  that  part  of  the  covenant,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Trustees,  be  abrogated. 

It  is  understood  by  your  committee,  that  the  last  subscription  to 
the  funds  of  the  Synod,  amounting  to  $30,000  or  more,  contains  a 
condition  binding  the  Synod  to  a  continuance  of  the  covenant  now 
existing  between  the  Synod  and  the  Trustees.  Whether  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  report  are  to  be  carried  out  at  this  time,  or  not,  a 
variety  of  probable  contingencies  may  be  conceived,  in  which  the 
existence  of  such  a  restriction  upon  the  funds  of  the  Synod,  would 
be  productive  of  serious  embarrassment.  Its  removal,  which  it  is 
believed  may  now  be  easily  effected,  will  necessarily,  at  a  future 
time,  when  the  subscribers,  or  their  immediate  representatives, 
shall  have  gone  to  their  graves,  become  exceedingly  difficult,  if 
not  wholly  impracticable  ;  it  is  therefore  earnestly  recommended, 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  from  the  subscribers  to  the 
aforesaid  fund,  or  from  their  representatives,  as  the  case  may 
require,  a  formal  relinquishment  of  the  condition  alluded  to. 
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On  the  subject  of  the  beneficiaries,  the  following  resolution  is 
recommended. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Trustees  adopt  the  plan  here  proposed, 
and  will  so  arrange  the  appropriations  of  the  beneficiary  funds 
under  their  control,  as  to  secure  to  their  treasury  the  tuition  fees  of 
their  beneficiaries,  then  the  Education  Board  of  the  Synod  be 
instructed  so  to  arrange  the  appropriations  as  to  produce  the  same 
result. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Committee, 
S.  A.   VAN  VRANKEN,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed,  to  confer 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  on  the  best  mode 
of  abrogating  or  modifying  the  covenant  between  the  Synod  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees  :  the  general  details  of  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College,  which  has  been 
adopted,  being  taken  as  the  basis  of  their  instructions. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  the  committee  contem- 
plated in  the  above  resolution :  Rev.  Isaac  N.  WyekofF,  D.  D,. 
Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Brogun  Hoff,  and  William 
Cahoone  ;  and  the  Elders,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  John  D. 
Keese,  Adrian  Vanderveer,  and  Joseph  W.  Duryea. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Synod  be  added  to  the  com- 
rnittee  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College. 

A  resolution  was  presented  relative  to  the  reconveyance  of  the 
College  edifice  and  grounds  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
which  was  discussed  at  some  length  ;  when  it  was  Resolved,  That 
it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Elder  Cor- 
nelius L.  Hardenbergh,  Rev.  S.  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  Issac  N. 
Wyckoff,  D.  D.  and  Peter  Labagh,  and  the  Elder  Peter  D.  Vroom. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  If  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  consent  to  the 
abrogation,  or  alteration  of  the   covenant  between  the  Synod  and 
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the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  conformity  to  the  general  plan  proposed 
in  the  report  of  a  special  committee  of  Synod,  adopted  at  the  pre. 
sent  session,  that  then  this  Synod  consider  that  it  would  be  equita- 
ble to  reconvey  the  present  College  edifice  and  grounds  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  provided  the  Trustees  shall  repay  to  the  Synod 
such  consideration  as  may  have  been  paid  to  the  Trustees  therefor, 
and  such  moneys  as  the  Synod  may  have  expended  upon  the  build, 
ing  subsequent  to  their  purchase  of  the  same,  in  finishing  the  edi- 
fice ;  and,  provided  further,  that  any  rights  or  privileges  which  the 
Synod  had  in  said  College  building  previous  to  their  said  purchase, 
shall  be  secured  in  due  form  to  the  General  Synod. 

The  Synod  having  heard  with  pleasure  that  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Schoonmaker,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Jacob  J.  Jane, 
way,  D.  D.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders  Abraham  Van  Nest, 
and  C.  L.  Hardenbergh,  are  engaged  in  obtaining  a  subscription 
in  behalf  of  the  funds  of  Rutgers  College,  with  encouraging  pros- 
pects of  success;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  highly  approve  of  the  untiring  exer- 
tions of  these  brethren,  in  behalf  of  our  institutions ;  that  they 
affectionately  commend  them  to  the  attention  and  liberality  of  all 
the  friends  of  our  Zion,  and  earnestly  hope  they  will  persevere  in 
their  laudable  exertions,  with  increasing  success. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College  be  requested 
to  collect  any  moneys  due  for  bonds  hitherto  given  by  incumbents 
on  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Miss  Knox  Funds,  which  may  be  for. 
feited. 


ARTICLE    XIV. 

Professorate. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  adopted  by  the  last  Synod,  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  be  so  amended  as  that  the  members  shall  be  chosen  at 
every  stated  session  of  the  Synod. 
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The  period  for  which  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo» 
logical  Seminary  were  elected,  having  expired,  Synod  proceeded 
to  a  new  election.  Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of 
Bergen,  South  Classis  of  New-York,  Paramus,  Long  Island, 
Albany,  Ulster,  Schoharie,  Schenectady,  Greene,  Orange,  and 
Montgomery,  which  were  confirmed.  Members  were  then  appoint- 
ed for  those  classes  whose  nominations  were  not  before  the  Synod. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  chosen  to  constitute  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  viz  :  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  Isaac  Ferris, 
D.  D.,  Ransford  Wells,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  Thomas  M.  Strong, 
Jacob  C.  Sears,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  William  S.  Heyer,  Isaac  N. 
WyckofT,  D.  D.,  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  John  Nott, 
Elbert  Slingerland,  Abraham  H.  Myers,  Cornelius  Bogardus,  Gus- 
tavus  Abeel,  Jeremiah  Searle,  and  John  H.  Bevier. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  having  carefully  examined 
the  several  documents  committed  to  them,  respectfully  report — 

That  the  first  subject  which  claimed  their  attention  was  the  re- 
sult of  a  correspondence  between  the  joint  committees  of  General 
Synod,  appointed  at  their  last  stated  meeting,  a  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Janeway, 
with  the  view  of  securing,  upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory,  the 
continuance  of  his  services  in  their  institutions  at  New-Brunswick; 
from  which,  your  committee  regret  to  learn,  that  after  mature  and 
prayerful  deliberation,  Dr.  Janeway  did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition  of  the  joint  committees. 

Theological  Seminary.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  the  Super- 
intendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  furnishes,  in  detail,  an  ac- 
count of  the  condition  of  that  institution,  which  your  committee  feel 
assured  has  met  with  a  corresponding  feeling  of  gratitude  from  this 
Synod ;  for,  although  nothing  of  special  interest  has  occurred,  yet 
the  uninterrupted  care  which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has 
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exercised  over  this  school  of  the  prophets,  in  the  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  its  professors — in  furnishing  a  more  than  ordinary  num. 
ber  of  students — and  in  causing  to  be  cherished  among  them  a 
spirit  of  piety,  becoming  their  present  preparatory  course,  and  as 
indispensable  to  qualify  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  holy 
duties  to  which  they  will  be  called,  when  invested  with  the  sacred 
functions  of  the  ministerial  office  ;  these  considerations  will  un- 
questionably call  forth  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  that  church  which  looks  with  deep  solicitude  to  this 
source,  to  supply  the  vacancies  which  annually  occur  within  her 
limits ;  to  occupy  her  new  stations,  which  are  yearly  increasing ; 
and  to  reply,  in  some  humble  degree,  to  the  loud  and  repeated  calls 
for  men,  to  cultivate  portions  of  the  vast  moral  waste  which  spreads 
itself  on  every  side.  Let  the  united  and  fervent  supplications  of 
the  church  ascend  to  Him  with  whom  is  the  residue  of  the  Spirit, 
abundantly  to  qualify  those  who  are  already  preparing  to  go  forth  as 
co-workers  with  God  in  building  up  his  kingdom  of  grace  ;  and  to 
influence  the  minds  of  many  more  to  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
Lord  in  this  holy  work. 

Board  of  Corporation.  The  documents  furnished  by  this 
Board,  show  with  what  unwearied  diligence  and  fidelity  they 
have  discharged  their  various  and  complicated  duties,  in  husband- 
ing in  the  best  manner  the  funds  of  the  different  institutions  of  the 
church,  intrusted  to  them  ;  and  of  having  them  all  placed  upon 
proper  and  satisfactory  security. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  shows  a  gradual  increase  in  the  perma- 
nent fund  for  education.  Eleven  scholarships  have  been  endowed, 
and  the  whole  invested  by  the  Board  of  Corporation  upon  ample 
security.  The  whole  amount  now  invested  for  this  purpose,  is 
$21,400. 

From  the  report  of  Peter  Spader,  Esq.,  it  appears,  that  $1,237 
have  been  paid  during  the  past  year  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the 
interest  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  ;  and  that  $240  have  been 
paid  for  the  same  purpose,  out  of  the  interest  on  the  Miss  Knox 
Fund.  The  amount  of  principal,  constituting  these  funds,  is 
$21,980. 

Vol.  V.  37 
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In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  your  committee  feel  that  there  is 
much  reason  for  gratitude  to  a  kind  and  watchful  Providence,  for 
the  fostering  care  which  he  has  hitherto  exercised  toward  all  our 
institutions;  and  that  abundant  cause  exists  to  elicit  the  best  feel- 
ings,  and  to  call  forth  the  united  and  untiring  co-operation  of  all 
who  desire  their  prosperity. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  C.  SEARS,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

Church  Visitation. 

ARTICLE    XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 

ARTICLE    XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod  was  received  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  was  received,  accompanied  with  the 


Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 
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translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  and 
also  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Armstrong,  one  of  the  secreta- 
ries of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
and  pamphlets  containing  the  fixed  rules  of  said  Board,  in  relation 
to  appropriations  to  missions,  which  were  requested  by  the  last 
General  Synod ;  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  draft 
a  letter,  to  be  reported  to  Synod,  to  the  King  of  Holland  ;  and  also, 
one  to  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Esq.,  Charge  d*  Affaires  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Hague,  on  the  subject  of  the  missions  of  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church  in  Netherlands  India. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  on 
the  subject  of  extending  the  church  in  the  western  states,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 
That  the  following   communications  have  been  put  into  their 
hands,  viz : 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  of  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  Church. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  same. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reform- 
ed Protestant  Dutch  Church. 

4.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  same. 

5.  A  letter  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  in  answer 
to  a  communication  from  our  Foreign  Missionary  Board. 

6.  A  communication  from  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry made  by  General  Synod,  concerning  M  the  fixed  rules  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  to  guide 
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them  in  their  appropriations  made  for  the  support  of  missionaries 
from  our  church,  engaged  in  their  service,  both  at  home  and  abroad," 
together  with  their  Manual  of  Missionary  Candidates,  and  the  Con- 
stitution, laws,  and  regulations,  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

7.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Schermerhorn,  setting  forth  the  prac- 
ticability of  organizing  churches  of  our  denomination  in  the  west- 
ern states. 

In  relation  to  the  several  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Missions,  your 
committee  would  observe,  that  from  the  representations  they  con- 
tain, it  is  manifest,  that  the  church  has  much  reason  for  gratitude  to 
God,  in  view  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  Boards  in  their  several 
spheres  of  action  ;  of  the  deep  interest  taken  by  many  of  the 
churches  in  the  subject  of  missions;  of  the  number  of  churches  at 
home  that  have  been  aided,  and  the  success  of  the  efforts  for 
foreign  missions.  With  an  agency  irregular  and  inefficient  in  its 
operations,  a  very  encouraging  amount  of  funds  have  flowed  into 
the  treasuries  of  the  Boards,  and  under  the  smiles  of  the  divine 
Head  of  the  Church,  churches  have  been  gathered,  and  souls 
brought  into  his  kingdom,  by  missionary  labor. 

In  regard  to  the  domestic  missions  particularly,  several  interest- 
ing questions  have  been  suggested  to  the  committee  by  the  report 
committed  to  them. 

1.  The  number  of  the  churches  that  have  contributed  to  its  funds: 
the  report  complains,  that  in  several  of  the  classes,  but  a  few  of  the 
churches,  and  in  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  only  a  single  one  of  them 
attended  to  the  annual  collection  ;  and,  it  appears  also,  by  the  re- 
port of  the  treasurer,  that  in  many  of  the  churches,  the  collections 
have  been  much  smaller  than  known  ability,  and  the  acknowledged 
importance  of  this  subject  would  lead  us  to  anticipate.  The  report 
ascribes  this,  in  some  degree,  to  the  mode  of  agency  adopted  in  the 
last  year ;  which  left  the  whole  subject  to  the  arrangement  of  each 
classis  for  itself.  In  consequence  of  this,  it  has  resulted,  that  only 
about  eighty  churches,  out  of  more  than  two  hundred,  have  taken 
any  collection  at  all ;  and  that  the  whole  amount  is  even  less  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  when  the  pecuniary  pressure  was  at  its 
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height.  The  Board,  therefore,  ask  to  be  authorized  to  appoint 
agents  in  each  of  the  classes ;  and  your  committee  recommend  on 
this  subject  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  be  authorized 
to  appoint  such  agents,  in  the  several  classes,  as  shall  be  willing  to 
act  for  them ;  and  if  they  can  find  no  such  in  the  classes,  then  to 
appoint  them  from  any  part  of  the  church  :  and  that  the  classes  be 
requested  earnestly  to  urge  the  attention  of  the  churches  to  this 
subject. 

The  report  congratulates  the  Synod  on  the  organization  of  a 
church  at  Buffalo,  under  favorable  auspices,  in  consequence  of  the 
labors  of  the  commission  sent  out  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  to  explore 
that  field,  and  presses  the  importance  of  that  location  as  a  central 
point,  strongly  on  the  attention  of  the  church.  Your  committee  can- 
not but  concur  in  these  views  ;  and,  if  it  be  the  policy  and  design,  or 
duty  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  to  extend  herselftowards  and  into 
the  far  West,  then  the  position  at  Buffalo  ought  to  be  maintained  at 
any  reasonable  labor  and  expense.  If  this  is  the  sense  of  the  Synod, 
they  will  adopt  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  enterprize  of  establishing  a  Reformed  Pro- 
testant Dutch  Church  at  Buffalo,  is  of  great  importance  to  the  inte. 
rests  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  is  commended  to  the  kindest  con- 
sideration, and  generous  liberality  of  the  churches. 

The  report  further  draws  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  the  ani- 
mating fact,  that  a  church  has  been  regularly  established,  and  a 
minister  called  at  Fairview,  in  Illinois,  and  that  all  the  region 
around  is  "  white  unto  the  harvest,"  and  invites  the  prayer  and  the 
corresponding  labor,  that  the  Lord  would  send  laborers  into  his 
harvest.  With  this  view,  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  J.  F. 
Schermerhorn  fully  concurs.  Your  committee  do  not  doubt,  from 
all  this  testimony,  that  a  very  fair  opening  for  the  extension  of  the 
Dutch  Church  presents  itself  in  the  Western  states,  and  question- 
less the  Synod  is  bound  not  to  disregard  this  call  in  Providence. 

Resolved,  That  thi3  subject  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Missions, 
and  that  they  be  instructed  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity 
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offered  in  Providence,  for  the  extension  of  our  missionary  opera- 
tions in  the  western  states. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  presents  the  fact,  that,  including  a 
bequest  of  $500  of  Gerard  Beekman,  and  a  balance  from  last  year, 
the  income  exceeds  the  expenditure  by  $104  29  ;  but  excluding 
these,  the  actual  income  falls  below  the  expense  in  the  sum  of 
$967  71. 

As  the  Beekman  bequest  was  included  by  mistake,  it  is  evident 
that  it  must  be  refunded,  and  the  following  resolution  is  therefore 
suggested  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions refund,  to  its  proper  destination,  the  five  hundred  dollars  con- 
stituting the  Beekman  bequest,  out  of  any  moneys  that  may  come 
into  his  hands. 

In  the  view  of  the  difficulty  under  which  the  Board  labors,  of 
determining  the  propriety  of  appropriating  the  sum  applied  for  by 
any  particular  church,  arising  from  the  fact,  that  they  possess  no 
other  testimony  than  that  of  the  parties  immediately  interested,  and 
that  it  is  often  impracticable,  and  always  undesirable,  to  send  any 
one  to  examine  the  state  of  the  case,  your  committee  recommend 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  every  church  now  receiv- 
ing aid  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  or  hereafter  to  receive  aid  from 
the  same,  first  to  make  application  to  the  classis  within  whose 
bounds  it  is  situated,  and  that  such  classis  be  requested  to  consider 
their  case,  and,  if  in  their  opinion,  possessing  a  fair  claim  to  the 
measure  of  aid  which  said  church  specifies,  recommend  it  to  the 
Board  to  allow  them  the  said  appropriation. 

In  relation  to  Foreign  Missions,  your  committee  report,  that  the 
report  of  the  Board  is  full  of  interest,  as  will  be  seen  by  its  perusal. 
The  history  of  our  missionary  operations  is  brought  down  to  the 
present  time,  and  by  it,  the  importance  and  promise  of  our  efforts 
is  set  forth  in  a  clearer  and  stronger  light  than  ever. 

With  relation  to  the  collection  of  funds,  it  is  a  fact  noticed  by 
;the  Board,  and  worthy  of  grateful  attention,  that  although  no  particu- 
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lar  agency  has  been  employed,  yet  the  amount  collected  has  not 
fallen  very  far  below  the  sum  obtained  by  the  energetic  agency  of 
our  missionary  Pohlman,  in  the  preceding  year.  And  what  mingles 
encouragement  with  regret  in  our  feelings,  is  the  fact,  that  this  has 
happened  when  some  of  the  churches  have  given  nothing  to  this 
object.  If  all  had  acted  with  the  noble  and  generous  spirit  of  a 
few,  the  Board  would  have  had  no  occasion  to  complain  of  the  want 
of  means.  Your  committee  believe  that  the  mode  of  making  a 
single  annual  collection  in  the  churches  is  not  the  most  productive 
plan  of  action.  If  a  few  active  Christians,  male  or  female,  in  each 
church,  could  be  induced  to  make  a  personal  application  to  all  who 
might  be  supposed  willing  to  give,  the  example  of  a  few  churches 
who  have  acted  on  this  plan,  teaches  that  the  result  would  be  far 
more  favorable  to  the  interest  of  this  cause,  than  the  present  mode. 
On  this  topic  the  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  earnestly  exhort  that  the  churches 
endeavor  to  devise  the  most  productive  mode  of  obtaining  mis- 
sionary  funds,  and  prosecute  that  mode  without  fail  or  delay,  and 
in  the  most  diligent  and  persevering  manner. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  General  Synod  contains  the  sugges- 
tion that  "  some  items  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  for  1837,  were  not  entirely  understood 
by  some  of  the  members  of  Synod,  and  a  resolution  that  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  next  General 
Synod  such  explanation  in  the  premises  as  may  be  in  their  power." 
It  appearing  that  the  particulars  contained  in  the  treasurer's  account 
for  that  year,  were  not  published  in  detail  on  the  Minutes,  but  that 
charges  were  made  for  large  sums  of  money  paid  to  missionaries 
within  short  periods  of  time,  without  designating  particulars,  and 
thus  leaving  it  uncertain  for  what  particular  purposes  those  moneys 
were  expended;  and  whereas,  upon  full  explanations  upon  this  sub. 
ject  by  the  treasurer,  it  seems  that  those  expenditures  were  proper 
in  their  character,  and  in  entire  consistence  with  the  views  and 
wishes  of  this  body,  being  for  the  outfit  of  the  missionaries,  for 
their  travelling  expenses  in  visiting  different  sections  of  the  church, 
and  their  necessary  expenses  in  visiting  foreign  lands,  therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  the  charges  and  disbursements  alluded  to  were 
entirely  correct  and  proper  in  themselves,  and  such  as  ought  to  re- 
ceive, and  do  receive,  the  sanction  of  this  Synod. 

It  appears  from  the  treasurer's  report,  that  the  amount  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1839,  have  been  as 
follows : 

Receipts. — Amount   of  donations  received  during 

the  year,  ....  $9,014  53 

Outfit  of  Mr.  Waring,  returned  to  the  Board,  665  00 

Balance  on  hand,  .  .  .  .      308  69 


Agent  of  Ameri- 

$9,988  22 

Expenditures, — Paid  A.  C.  Bull, 

can  Board, 

. 

88,634  49 

Paid  Mr.  Waring's  outfit,     . 

. 

665  00 

"       "     David  Abeel, 

. 

300  00 

Balance  to  new  account, 

. 

331  78 

Current  expenses,    . 

• 

56  95 

$9,988  22 

A  letter  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society  to  our  Board, 
and  in  reply  to  inquiries  as  to  any  practicable  mode  of  avoiding  the 
difficulties  now  lying  in  the  way  of  our  missions  in  Netherlands 
India,  was  referred  to  your  committee,  suggesting  the  experiment 
of  furnishing  from  this  country,  two  young  gentlemen,  devoted  to 
this  missionary  work,  to  send  them  a  year  at  the  expense  of  the 
American  Society,  to  the  Missionary  Institute  in  Holland,  and  then 
beino-  licensed  and  commissioned  by  the  Netherlands  Missionary 
Societv,  the  missionaries  might  receive  their  instructions  from  our 
society,  and  after  mutual  consultation,  be  sent  to  the  most  eligible 
points.  As  the  Board  has,  with  entire  propriety,  signified  to  the 
Netherlands  Society,  that  we  have  no  young  men  at  present  whose 
attention  is  drawn  that  way  ;  and  if  we  had,  the  expediency  of 
adopting  this  suggestion  at  present,  seems  doubtful  to  your  commit- 
tee ;  and  as  an  application  is  to  be  made  to  the  Netherlands  govern- 
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rnent  for  general  permission  to  send  missionaries  to  its  Australasian 
possessions,  The  committee  judge  that  this  subject  demands  no 
further  present  attention,  and  accordingly  recommend  that  it  be  in. 
definitely  postponed. 

In  relation  to  Document  No.  6,  your  committee  are  happy  to  per- 
ceive, that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,with  the  accompanying  pamph- 
lets,  convey  very  satisfactory  answers  to  the  questions  which 
elicited  these  communications,  and  do  not  perceive  that  they  call 
for  any  further  action  by  this  Synod. 

The  report  takes  deserved  notice  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Ste- 
phen  Van  Rensselaer,  long  the  president  of  this  Board.  Every 
member  of  Synod  will  cordially  join  with  the  Board,  and  with  every 
benevolent  institution  of  our  country,  in  giving  thanks  to  God  for  the 
long  period  in  which  the  churches  enjoyed  his  valuable  services,  his 
high  Christian  example,  his  extended  and  continued  liberality  to  the 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  day,  and  will  also  unite  in  the  general 
sorrow,  that  we  shall  see  his  face  no  more,  nor  enjoy  his  example  of 
Christian  beneficence  any  more  ;  and  will  embalm  his  memory  with 
the  most  affectionate  regard. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Synod,  the  committee  present  the 
accompanying  drafts  of  letters  to  the  King  of  Holland,  and  to  the 
Hon.  H.  Bleecker,  our  representative  at  the  Hague. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.   N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  drafts  of  letters  to  the 
King  of  Holland,  and  to  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Esq.,  Charge  d'  Af- 
faires at  the  Hague,  which  were  accepted,  amended,  and  adopted 
by  the  Synod, 

Resolved,  That  these  letters  be  signed  by  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Synod,  and  forwarded  to  Holland. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  body  are  fully  satisfied  that 
the  interests  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  render  it  highly  proper, 
that  the  Synod  should,  and  they  hereby  do,  cordially  commend  the 

Vol.  V.  38 
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church  in  Buffalo  to  the  sympathy  and  Christian  liberality  of  our 
churches. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 
on  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  a  church  by  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, without  the  action  of  a  classis  in  the  case  ;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Missions  be  instructed  to  direct  their 
missionaries,  whenever  a  church  is  to  be  organized  as  the  result 
of  their  labors,  that  application  be  made  to  the  next  contiguous 
classis  for  their  action  upon  the  case,  that  the  organization  may  be 
effected  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected :  Rev, 
Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Mancius  S.  Hutton, 
N.  I.  Marselus,  and  Messrs.  William  R.  Thompson,  William  B. 
Crosby,  James  Suydam,  John  I.  Labagh,  Dr.  Hiram  Upson,  William 
C.  Miller,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  the  Synod  pro. 
ceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected : 
Rev.  John  Garretson,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  James  Romeyn,  and 
Messrs.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  and  Isaac  Young. 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Macauley,  was  elected  for  two  years,  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  Christopher  Hunt,  deceased. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num. 
ber  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  an  individual  to  preach  the  an- 
nual missionary  sermon,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.  was  chosen  primarius,  and  the 
Rev.  John  M.  Macauley,  secundus. 

The  annual  missionary  sermon  was  preached  before  the  General 
Synod  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  in  the  Third  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  by  the  Rev=  Thomas 
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E.  Vermilye,  D.D.,  from  Acts  xiii.  26,  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
salvation  sent." 


ARTICLE    XIX. 

Widows'  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee,  to  be  called  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Widows'  Fund,  be  added  to  the  standing  committees  of 
the  Synod  to  whom  all  subjects  relating  to  the  Widows'  Fund, 
which  shall  be  brought  before  the  Synod,  shall  be  referred. 

The  Rev.  James  Murphy,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  and  John  L. 
Zabriskie,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Heyer,  and  William  Houston, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  report — That  they  have 
examined  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Corporation,  and  find  that  al- 
though the  number  of  clerical  subscribers  is  not  so  large  as  antici- 
pated, yet  something  has  been  done,  and  enough  to  encourage  us 
in  the  hope  of  ultimate  success. 

The  accumulation  of  funds  has  commenced,  by  the  subscriptions 
of  ministers,  collections,  and  donations  from  benevolent  individuals, 
and  now  amounts  to  83,155  21. 

This  is  a  clear  evidence  ;  if  from  only  90  to  100  enter  heartily 
into  the  plan,  and  efforts  are  made  to  carry  out  its  principles,  that 
we  may  reasonably  hope  for  complete  success.  The  different  parts 
of  the  plan  and  rules  are  now  scattered  in  different  Minutes  of  the 
Synod.  The  committee  would  recommend  that  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration bring  these  rules  into  one  system  of  rules  and  by-laws, 
and  publish  them  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

The  subject  is  one  of  very  great  interest  to  the  comfort  of  very 
many  widows,  children,  and  disabled  clergymen.  When  we  con- 
sider the  low  salaries  of  a  large  portion  of  the  clergy*;  that  they 
can  employ  no  seculai  means  of  obtaining  property,  and  the  very 
great  difficulty  of  men  to  make  any  great  saving  under  such   cir- 
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cumstances,  a  plan  by  which  an  investment  of  $20  yearly,  (with 
the  right  of  withdrawing  at  pleasure,)  will  entitle  an  annuitant  to 
$200  per  annum,  offers  the  most  favorable  opportunity  of  making 
a  comfortable  provision  for  advanced  life,  or  lonely  widowhood  and 
helpless  orphans ;  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped,  that  all  the  ministers 
in  our  church  will  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  In  order 
to  render  the  plan  efficient,  however,  it  is  necessary  that  the  church 
give  her  cordial  aid  ;  ten  thousand  dollars  ought  to  be  raised  by  the 
churches  and  the  friends  of  the  cause,  in  five  years  from  the  com- 
mencement. For  the  accumulation  of  funds,  at  which  time,  the 
subscription  of  ministers  ought  to  amount  to  ten  thousand  dollars 
more ;  giving  a  capital  of  $20,000,  with  an  interest  of  $1,400. 
To  this  add  the  subscription  of  one  hundred  ministers,  $2000,  and 
$1000  by  collections  and  donations,  making  $4,400  yearly.  At 
that  time,  there  may  be  annuitants  requiring  the  amount  of  $1500 
per  annum,  leaving  $2,900  for  investment  yearly,  until  the  annui- 
tants shall  increase.  To  advance  this  important  object,  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  ministers  present  be  invited  to  pay  at  this 
time  the  yearly  subscription  ;  or,  to  give  notes  payable  in  four,  six, 
or  twelve  months. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration, for  Synod  to  empower  them  to  pass  a  rule  allowing  sub- 
scribers  to  withdraw  their  funds  without  interest,  when  they  shall' 
judge  proper,  be  granted. 

3.  Resolved,  That  each  classis  be  requested  to  appoint  one  or 
two  of  their  members,  as  agents,  to  preach  in  the  congregations, 
bring  the  subject  before  the  people,  and  solicit  subscriptions^ 
donations,  and  legacies. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  consistories  of  our 
churches,  to  interest  themselves  in  this  important  subject ;  by  giv- 
ing their  own  ministers  and  agents  of  classes,  an  opportunity  to 
preach  in  their  pulpits  on  the  subject,  and  to  aid  the  ministers  by 
their  active  exertions  in  soliciting  subscriptions  and  donations  from 
their  people,  for  the  increase  of  the  funds. 
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5.  Resolved,  That  when  ministers  are. unable  to  pay  the  year- 
ly  subscription  in  full,  that  the  consistories  of  the  churches  be 
affectionately  recommended  to  aid  them  in  doing  so. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  requested  to 
collect  their  rules  and  by-laws  in  one  system,  and  publish  them 
as  an  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  also  in  the 
Christian  Intelligencer. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  be  directed 
to  imbody  in  a  pamphlet  form,  all  the  action  of  the  General  Synod 
on  the  subject  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  viz:  the  original  report,  the  sub, 
sequent  reports  and  resolutions,  and  the  rules  and  by-laws  of  the 
institution. 

JAMES  MURPHY,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

Particularia. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Benschoten  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor  and  John  Lillie, 
and  the  Elder,  John  Saunders,  be  a  committee  of  arrangements  for 
a  public  meeting,  to  be  held  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  institutions 
of  the  church,  on  Tuesday  evening,  in  the  Crown  Street  Church. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  was  held  accordingly. 

ARTICLE    XXI. 

Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions. 

Several  copies  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  were  received 
and  distributed  among  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  continue  to  have  full  confidence  in 
the  wisdom  and  benevolent  character  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
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and  anew  commend  it  to  the  careful  attention  and  kind  regard  of 
the  churches,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  churches  to  take 
up  a  collection,  on  a  Sabbath  as  near  to  the  fourth  of  July  as  con- 
venient, for  the  benefit  of  the  funds  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  or  some  society  having  the  same  object. 

ARTICLE    XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

Synodieal   Archives, 
Nothing  occured. 

ARTICLE    XXIV. 

Accounts. 

The  committee  on  accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted, adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  accounts  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  onlv 
business  claiming  their  attention,  has  been  a  communication  from 
the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  in  regard  to  their  debt  to  General 
Synod  for  Minutes.  It  appears  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General 
Synod  sent  them,  in  the  year  1837,  the  items  of  their  debt,  accruing 
from  1831  to  1837  inclusive,  amounting  to  $40  63,  since  which  time 
they  have  paid  of  the  same,  835  47,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
Synod  of  85  16,  which  the  Classis  ask  Synod  to  remit,  as,  in  then 
estimation,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  collect  the  same, 
they  having  greatly  exerted  themselves  to  reduce  the  debt  as 
already  stated,  and  the  bounds  of  Classis  being  far  lesd  extensive 
than  formerly,  the  churches  on  the  Delaware  being  no  longer  in 
connexion  with  them. 
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Your  committee  in  reference  to  the  above,  would  offer  the  fol- 
lowing. 

Resolved,  That  the  small  balance  in  favor  of  Synod,  which  the 
Classis  wish  to  have  remitted,  said  Classis,  so  highly  respectable, 
endeavor  to  pay  ;  not  only  in  order  to  sustain  their  credit,  but  as  an 
example  to  other  Classes  within  our  bounds,  who  as  your  committee 
have  ascertained,  are  still  in  arrears  for  Minutes  to  a  large  amount. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  KISSAM,  Chairman. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $22  52,  was  presented, 
and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE    XXV. 

Resumption   and    Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  nine  hundred  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute 
among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  the  Synod,  the  roll  was  called 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  per- 
sons were  absent  without  permission,  viz  :  Rev.  John  M.  Scribner, 
and  the  Elders,  Ryer  Heermance  and  James  Van  Deursen. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  presented  to  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality  to  the 
delegates  during  their  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  presented  to  the 
Consistory  of  the  Third  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  for  the  accom 
modation  of  the  Synod  during  their  session,  and  to  the  Consistory 
of  the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  for  the  use  of  their  church 
for  the  Synodical  Sermon  and  the  public  meeting  in  behalf  of  the 
benevolent  institutions  of  the  church. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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ARTICLE    XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New-Brunswick,  on  the 
18th  of  July  next,  in  tho  College  Chapel,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ;  and 
was  closed  with  singing  the  21st  Hymn,  3d  part,  and  prayer  by  the 
President. 

GEO.  W.  BETHUNE  President. 
BROGUN  HOFF,  Adsessor. 

JOHN  P.  KNOX,  >  ~7     ,        . 

JAMES  B.  TEN  EYCK,  \  ULerlcsP'  '■ 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
North  America,  convened,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  in  the 
City  of  New- Brunswick,  on  Thursday,  the  eighteenth  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine.  The  session  continued  from  the 
eighteenth  to  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE    I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Bethune,  D.  D.,  the  President  of  the  Synod. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members  present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SVNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D.  and  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken, 
D.  D. 

Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Cornelius  Heyer,  and  William  I. 
Roome. 

2.   From  the  South  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D* 
Elders,  *  *  * 
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3.  From  the  Classis  of  New. Brunswick. 

Rev.  Jacob  C.  Sears,  Charles  P.  Wack,  and  John  L.  Zabriskie. 
Elders,  Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  and  Abra- 
ham Beekman. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  John  Garretson,  Ira  C.  Boice,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor. 
Elders,  Henry  Traphagen,  William  C.  Vreeland. 

5.    From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Wiggins,  John  H.  Duryea,  and  Peter  I.  Quick.* 
Elders,  *  * 

6.   From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 

Rev.    William   R.   Gordon,    Jacob    Schoonmaker,    D.  D.,    and 
Thomas  M.  Strong. 

Elders,  *  *  * 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D. 
Elder,  James  D.  Stryker. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  John  H.  Van  Wragenen. 
Elders,  *  *  * 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF    ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Isaac  N.  WVckoff,  D.  D.,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D. 
Elder,  William  M'Elroy. 

*  Succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Wilhelrnus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  secundus,  on  the  second 
day  of  the  session. 


JULY,  1839.  303 

2.   From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer, 

Rev.  Andrew  N.  Kittle  and  John  Gray. 
Elder,  Isaac  Hutton. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  John  Lillie  and  Abraham  Fort. 
Elder,  Elijah  Alliger. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.        s    *  *  * 

Elders,         *  *  * 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  *  *  * 

Elders,        *  *  * 

6.    From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  *  *  * 

Elders,        *  *  * 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady . 

Rev.  *  *  * 

Elder,  James  V.  S.  Riley. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  *  *  * 

Elders,       *  *  * 


9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 


Rev.  * 

Elders,         * 
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10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  James  Romeyn  and  William  Cahoone. 

Elders,         *  *  * 

The  Rev.  Professors  Milledoler,  Cannon,  and  M'Clelland,  were 
present  during  the  session  of  the  Synod. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  acted  as  President. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Adsessor  and  temporary  Clerks,  the  Rev. 
Jacob  C.  Sears  was  chosen  Adsessor,  and  the  Rev.  John  H.  Van 
Wagenen  and  "William  R.  Gordon,  Clerks,  pro  tern. 


ACTS  OF  SYNOD. 
ARTICLE    III. 

Communications . 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Association  of  the 
Alumni  of  Rutgers  College,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  General  Synod's  Board 
of  Sabbath  School  Union,  informing  Synod,  that  agreeably  to  their 
order,  they  met  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  were  duly  organized,  and 
requesting  that  their  number  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  twelve 
others,  with  the  view  of  having  the  churches  in  New-York  more 
fully  represented  in  the  Board  ;  and  also,  that  the   said   Board  be 
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empowered  to  fill  such  vacancies  as  may  occur  between  the  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Synod.     Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Sabbath  School  Board  be  enlarged,  by  the 
addition  of  twelve  members,  chosen  from  the  city  of  New-York  and 
vicinity,  and  that  in  their  election,  regard  be  had  to  as  equal -a  rep- 
resentation of  the  churches  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union  have  power 
to  fill  such  vacancies  as  may  occur  between  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations*  having  reported  double  the 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  the  additional  members  of 
the  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the 
election.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following 
persons  were  chosen :  Messrs.  William  Forrest,  John  D.  Keese. 
Samuel  Roome,  Obadiah  Holmes,  Isaac  Schuyler,  Joseph  W.  Dur- 
yea,  Walter  Bicker,  Rev.  Matthias  Lusk, Danforth,  Corne- 
lius L.  Hardenburgh,  Peter  Duryea,  and  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Demund. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers  College. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  (p.  282,)  presented  their  report,  accompanied 
with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  joint  committee,  which  was  read, 
accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  to  confer  with 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report,  that  they  met  at  New-Brunswick  on  the  9th  of  July,  being 
all  present,  and  after  organizing,  repaired  to  the  College  Hall, 
where  they  were  met  by  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

*  The  Rev.  John  P.  Knox,  and  the  Elders  John  D.  Keese  and  Samuel  Allen, 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Nominations,  being  absent,  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Brown- 
lee,  D.  D.  and  the  Elders  Henry  Traphagen  and  William  I.  Roome,  were  appoint- 
ed in  their  place. 
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Your  committee  doubted  whether  it  was  competent  For  them  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Board,  when  their  instructions  were 
to  confer  with  the  Board  itself;  but  having  stated  this  difficulty,  they 
waved  the  point,  because  upon  hearing  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  and  ascertaining  that  said  committee  were  di- 
rected to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  Synod's  report,  they  felt 
themselves  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  conference. 

The  first  business  that  came  before  the  joint  committee,  related 
to  the  reconveyance  of  the  College  buildings  and  grounds.  After 
a  protracted  discussion  on  this  topic,  the  following  resolution  was 
unexpectedly  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  Board,  and  after  due 
consideration  by  your  committee  was  agreed  to,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  instead  of  the  reconveyance  of  the  College 
premises  as  proposed  in  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  the  Synod's 
committee  agree  to  recommend  to  General  Synod  to  guaranty  to 
the  Trustees,  by  a  proper  and  legal  instrument,  the  use  of  the 
library  room,  (the  library  being  in  common,)  the  chapel  and  recita- 
tion rooms  as  heretofore,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  collegiate 
exercises,  and  that  they  will  not  sell  or  lease  the  College  buildings 
or  premises,  or  any  part  of  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

The  alteration  proposed  by  Synod  in  the  covenant  existing  be- 
tween  the  General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  relation  to 
the  choice  of  president  in  the  College  was  next  taken  up,  when 
the  following  resolution  was  mutually  agreed  to,  and  adopted,  viz  : 

2.  Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  covenant  which  requires  that 
the  president  of  the  College  shall  be  a  theological  professor,  be 
abrogated,  and  that  no  theological  professor  shall  hereafter  be  the 
president  of  the  College. 

Your  committee  at  this  stage  of  the  business  deemed  it  their  duty 
to  bring  before  the  joint  committee,  the  subject  of  securing  to  Gen- 
eral  Synod  some  voice  in  the  choice  of  this  chief  officer  of  the 
College.  As  under  the  existing  covenant,  the  choice  of  this  offi- 
cer was  confined  to  one  of  the  three  theological  professors,  which 
was  virtually  a  nomination  by  the  Synod  of  three  individuals  from 
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whom  the  election  was  to  be  made ;  the  committee  thought  that 
under  any  alteration  of  the  covenant,  this  right  ought  to  remain  in 
the  Synod.  The  committee  of  the  Board  were  unwilling  to  accede 
to  this  proposition  unless  assurances  were  given  that  Synod  would 
make  speedy  provision  for  the  regular  support  of  the  president. 
After  a  full  interchange  of  views  on  the  topics  contained  in  this 
proposal,  the  joint  committee  agreed  to  the  following  resolution,viz  : 

3.  Resolved,  That  if  the  Synod  pledge  themselves  to  secure  a 
sufficient  income  for  the  support  of  the  president,  then  the  Hoard 
of  Trustees  will  pledge  themselves  in  every  election  to  fill  that 
office  ;  to  make  their  election  from  three  individuals  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Synod ;  it  being  however  understood,  that  all  other  collec- 
tions by  the  churches,  for  the  benefit  of  the  College,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  church,  be  suspended  until  said  fund  for  the  presi- 
dency be  secured ;  which  must  be  within  two  and  not  exceeding 
four  months  from  the  adjournment  of  the  ensuing  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  Synod. 

The  particulars  [of  the  plan  proposed  in  the  Synod's  report,  for 
the  arrangement  of  professoral  duties  in  the  College,  now  came  into 
consideration ;  when  the  following  proposition  was  made  by  your 
committee,  viz : 

1.  The  President  shall  teach  the  Evidences  of  Christianity  and 
the  higher  branches  of  Rhetoric. 

2.  The  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

3.  The  Professor  of  Languages,  Latin  and  Greek  Languages. 

4.  The  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Chemistry  and  Experimental 
Philosophy,  &c. 

5.  The  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology,  Moral  Philosophy,  with 
the  understanding  however,  that  the  present  incumbent  be  excused 
if  he  wishes,  in  which  case  the  duty  shall  be  performed  by  the  Pre- 
sident. 

6.  The  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  Mental  Philosophy. 

7.  The  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature,  the  senior  class,  in  Cri. 
ticism,  (particularly  as  taught  by  the  ancient  classical  authors.) 
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To  this  proposition  the  committee  of  the  Board  agreed,  excepting 
the  phrase  "  particularly  as  taught  by  the  ancient  classical  authors," 
upon  which  the  Synod's  committee  insisted. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  Synod,  that  this  plan  differs  in  two 
respects  from  that  of  the  Synod.  The  one  in  relation  to  the  present 
didactic  professor,  and  excusing  him  from  the  duty  of  instruction 
in  moral  philosophy.  It  was  stated  to  your  committee,  that  the 
present  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology  desired  to  be  exempted 
from  this  duty  ;  and  your  committee,  in  consideration  of  the  office 
he  has  held,  and  of  his  venerable  age,  which  were  suggested  as  a 
reason  for  his  exemption,  agreed  to  this  change  in  the  Synod's  plan, 
in  regard  to  him. 

The  other  change  in  the  plan  respected  the  duties  assigned  to 
Dr.  M'Clelland.  It  was  urged  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  the 
Board,  that  the  plan  of  the  Synod  would  interfere  with  the  depart- 
ment now  committed  to  the  Professor  of  Languages,  and  also  with 
the  engagements  of  the  Board  to  him.  In  the  hope  of  harmonizing, 
if  possible,  the  views  of  both  committees,  your  committee  proposed 
the  modification  in  the  plan,  as  described  above.  Your  committee 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  the  committee  of  the  Board  posi- 
tively declined  agreeing  with  this  part  of  the  plan  of  Synod,  or  with 
the  modification  offered  by  your  committee. 

Inasmuch  as  no  provision  was  made  in  the  plan  of  Synod,  for 
divine  service  in  the  chapel,  your  committee  agreed  to  the  following 
resolution,  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  Board,  viz  : 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  theological  professors  will  preach  in  the 
chapel,  as  usual,  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  that  the  future  president,  if 
a  minister  of  the  gospel,  also  preach,  in  his  turn. 

On  the  subject  of  the  beneficiaries,  it  was,  without  difference  of 
opinion,  mutually 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  respective  committees  recommend  to 
General  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  respectively,  so  to 
arrange,  in  the  distribution  of  the  education  funds,  under  the  control 
of  the  respective  bodies,  that  the  usual  tuition  fees  be  paid  to  the 
trustees   by  all  the  beneficiaries,  so  long  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
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College  shall  need  the  same,  and  the  education  funds  of  General 
Synod  shall  warrant  such  payment ;  and  that  the  beneficiaries  .be 
excused  from  the  payment  of  the  usual  incidental  charges. 

The  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  professors,  as  presented  in  the 
Synod's  report,  was  next  brought  forward.  On  this,  the  committee 
of  the  Board  declared  themselves  entirely  unable  to  meet  the  views 
of  Synod,  and  they  wished  the  matter  to  be  simply  referred  to  the 
trustees,  as  expressed  in  the  following  resolution  which  they  pre- 
sented, viz  : 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  portion  of  the  plan  respecting  the  salaries 
of  the  professors,  be  referred  to  the  trustees. 

To  this  your  committee  objected  as  not  sufficiently  full  and  ex- 
plicit ;  and,  although  under  the  present  hopes  your  committee  did 
not  see  the  necessity  of  pressing  the  Synod's  plan  on  this  subject, 
yet,  inasmuch  as  if  these  hopes  were  not  realized,  the  plan  might 
become  indispensably  necessary,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  securing 
particular  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  Synod  by  the  trustees, 
with  whom  alone  action  on  this  subject  rests,  your  committee  offer- 
ed the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  Board's  com- 
mittee, which  was  not  agreed  to  by  them,  viz  : 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  and  plan  of  the  Synod, 
relative  to  the  salaries  of  the  professors,  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  that  in  case  the  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Presi- 
dent shall  not  be  realized,  they  be  requested  to  pay  to  this  plan 
their  most  serious  and  special  attention. 

The  above  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  doings  of  your  com- 
mittee, in  conducting  their  conference  with  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  On  the  whole,  your  committee  remark,  that 
the  conference  was  conducted  in  a  spirit  characterized  on  all  sides 
by  kindness  and  firmness.  The  committees  perfectly  harmonized 
in  the  ultimate  purpose  of  the  negotiation  ; — a  single  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  College  animated  all. 

The  Synod  will  perceive,  that  although  your  committee  have 
succeeded  to  attain  several  of  the  important  objects  of  their  instruct 
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tions,  yet  they  have  not  been  able  to  reach  some  points  which  ap- 
peared very  material,  if  not  vital  to  the  Synod's  plan.  Your  com- 
mittee can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  Synod  should  recede  from 
or  materially  alter  any  of  the  main  features  of  the  plan  adopted  by 
them,  and  insisted  upon  by  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  arrange- 
ments  in  the  College.  So  far  from  it,  they  are  more  and  more  con- 
vinced of  the  wisdom  of  this  plan,  in  every  prominent  point,  and 
especially  in  what  regards  the  theological  professors.  In  conclu- 
sion, therefore,  your  committee  would  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  Synod,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  cannot  recede  from  any  of  the 
material  positions  of  the  plan  they  adopted,  as  the  basis  of  confer- 
ence with  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College. 

2.  Resolved,  That 

be  a  committee  to  solicit  from  the  churches  the  moneys  necessary 
for  the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the  support  of  a  president  in 
Rutgers  College,  which  moneys  shall  be  and  remain  under  the 
control  of  General  Synod,  and  be  invested  by  their  Board  of  Cor- 
poration ;  and  the  interest  be  annually  paid  to  the  trustees,  for  the 
salary  of  the  president,  as  long  as  this  arrangement  shall  continue 
in  force  :  And,  that  said  committee  proceed  to  the  business  of  their 
appointment,  as  soon  as  they  are  officially  informed  that  the  Board 
of  Trustees  have  acceded  to  the  plan  of  Synod. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  the  hope  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  will 
agree,  without  delay,  to  meet  the  views  of  Synod,  and  that  the  above 
committee  will  be  successful  in  their  efforts  ;  and  that,  in  such 
event,  the  trustees  will  be  prepared  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
president,  before  the  next  meeting  of  General  Synod  :  Therefore, 
the  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons  from  whom 
this  election  shall  be  made. 

4.  The  committee  would  submit,  in  fine,  to  the  judgment  of 
General  Synod,  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  trustees  refusing  to 
accede  to  such  features  of  this  plan  as  the  Synod  deems  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  the  church,  in  its  connexion  with  the  College, 
the  Synod  should  not  rescind  their  recommendation  of  the  commit* 
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tee  of  the  trustees  appointed  to  make  collections  for  the  benefit  of 
the  College  among  the  churches. 

The  committee  feel  great  pleasure  in  adding,  that  in  their  con- 
clusions and  determinations  they  have  been  entirely  unanimous. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  was  received. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College.     July  17,  1839. 

The  following  resolutions,  reported  to  the  Board,  as  agreed  upon 
by  the  joint  committees,  were  adopted  by  the  trustees  : 

Resolved,  That  instead  of  the  reconveyance  of  the  College 
premises,  as  proposed  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  the  Synod's  com- 
mittee agree  to  recommend  to  General  Synod  to  guarantee  to  the 
trustees,  by  a  proper  and  legal  instrument,  the  use  of  the  library, 
room,  (the  library  being  in  common),  the  chapel  and  recitation- 
rooms,  as  heretofore,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  collegiate  exer- 
cises ;  and  that  they  will  not  sell  or  lease  the  college-buildings  or 
premises,  or  any  part  of  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Resolved,  (Jointly,)  That  that  part  of  the  covenant  which  re- 
quires that  the  President  of  the  College  shall  be  a  theological  pro- 
fessor,  be  abrogated,  and  that  no  theological  professor  shall  here- 
after be  the  President  of  the  College. 

The  following  propositions  were  agreed  to  by  the  trustees : 

1.  The  President  shall  teach  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  and 
the  higher  branches  of  rhetoric. 

2.  The  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

3.  The  Professor  of  Languages,  Latin  and  Greek  languages. 

4.  The  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Chemistry  and  Experimental 
Philosophy. 
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5.  The  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology,  Moral  Philosophy,  with 
the  understanding,  that  the  present  incumbent  be  excused,  if  he 
wishes,  in  which  case  the  duty  shall  be  performed  by  the  President. 

6.  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  Mental  Philosophy. 

7.  The  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature,  the  senior  class  in  criti- 
cism, taking  for  text-books  Quintilian  and  Longinus,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Professor  of  Languages. 

Resolved,  (Jointly,)  That  the  Professors  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  preach  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sabbath,  as  usual ;  and  that 
the  future  president,  if  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  also  preach  in  his 
turn. 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  committee  recommend  to  the  Synod 
and  Board  of  Trustees,  so  to  arrange,  in  the  distribution  of  the 
education  funds  under  the  control  of  the  respective  bodies,  that  the 
usual  tuition  fees  be  paid  to  the  trustees  by  all  the  beneficiaries,  so 
long  as  the  exigencies  of  the  College  shall  need  the  same  and  the 
education  funds  of  General  Synod  shall  warrant  such  payment;  and 
that  the  beneficiaries  be  excused  from  the  payment  of  the  usual  in- 
cidental charges. 

(A  true  copy,) 

THEODORE  HARDENBERGH,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  the  countenance  and  co-operation  of  the  Synod 
be  invited  to  aid  the  trustees  in  providing  funds  to  sustain  the  Col- 
lege under  the  new  organization  contemplated. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ten  appointed  to  confer  with 
Synod's  committee,  be  continued,  with  a  view   of  giving  such  ex- 
planations to  the  Synod  as  they  may  think  proper. 
A  true  extract  from  Minutes  of  Trustees, 

THEODORE   HARDENBERGH,  Clerk. 
New-Brunswick,  July  17,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, to  make  explanations  of  the  proceedings  of  said  Board,  be 
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accredited  and  now  heard,  and  at  such  other  time  as  the  Synod  may 
wish  information. 

The  commissioners  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  having  been 
heard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  on  the  subject,  before  the  Synod, 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  James 
Romeyn,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  and  Isaac  N.  WyckofF,  D.  D.,  and 
the  Elders  Isaac  Hutton  and  Peter  D.  Vroom. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
following  resolutions  recommended  in  their  report,  were  adopted. 

1.  Resolved,  That  General  Synod  accede  to  the  resolution  of 
the  joint  committee,  providing  that  no  theological  professor  shall 
hereafter  be  President  of  the  College. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  spirit  of  the  charter  cannot  be  carried 
out,  nor  the  advantages  proposed  from  the  connexion  between  the 
General  Synod  and  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College  secured,  with- 
out concurrent  and  harmonious  action. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  third  resolution  proposed  in  the 
report  of  the  special  committee,  the  following  communication  was 
received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Extract  from   the   Minutes    of  the    Board    of    Trustees   of 
Rutgers  College,  held  July  19th,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  nominate  and  will  elect 
and  appoint  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  President  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, provided  Synod  will  pledge  themselves  to  provide  funds  for 
paying  his  salary. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Dr.  Janeway,  and  S.  A.  Van 
Vranken,  be  a  committee  to  inform  the  General  Synod  that  they 
have  nominated  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  for  the  presidency  of 
the  College — to  ask  from  that  body  a  pledge,  that  they  will  raise  the 
funds  that  may  be  requisite  to  pay  his  salary,  and  also  that  upon 
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such  a  pledge  being  given  by  the  Synod,  the  Board  will  forthwith 
elect  Dr.  Ludlow  as  President  of  the  College. 
(A  true  copy.) 

THEODORE  HARDENBERGH,  Clerk. 

Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Synod  approve  of  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  as  the  President  of  Rutgers 

College. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  hereby  pledge  themselves  to  raise 
the  means  of  his  support,  which  shall  be  fixed  at  $2500  per 
annnm. 

Resolved,  That  the  fund  to  be  raised  be  denominated  the  Lite- 
rature Fund  of  the  General  Synod  ;  to  be  duly  invested,  in  the  man- 
ner of  the  other  permanent  funds  of  the  Synod  ;  the  income  of 
said  fund  to  be  duly  applied  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
President  of  Rutgers  College,  so  long  as  the  Synod  shall  maintain 
its  covenant  with  the  trustees  of  said  College  ;  and  in  the  event  of 
the  discontinuance  of  said  covenant,  then  the  income  of  said  fund 
shall  be  applied  by  General  Synod,  in  such  way  as  Synod  may 
deem  proper,  for  the  support  of  a  literary  professorship,  or  the  edu- 
cation of  our  youth  for  the  gospel  ministry,  in  their  academical  and 
collegiate  studies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  will  continue  to  appropriate  the  in- 
come of  this  fund,  to  the  presidency  of  Rutgers  College  ;  provided, 
in  future  elections  of  President,  (during  the  continuance  of  the 
compact  with  the  Board  of  Trustees),  said  Board  of  Trustees  shall 
submit  such  election  to  the  General  Synod ;  and  the  same  shall  be 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  John 
Knox,  D.D.,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D.,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.D., 
George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  Peter  Labagh,  and  the  Elders  John  I. 
Labagh,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Jeremiah  Johnson,  John  D. 
Keese,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  and  William  B.  Crosby,  be  a  committee 
to  raise  the  Literature  Fund  of  General  Synod  ;  and  they  be  author- 


JULY,  1839.  315 

ized  to  receive  subscriptions  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  President  for 
the  first  two  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  prepare  suitable  sub- 
scription papers,  to  be  circulated  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
raise  the  Literature  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  all  other  collections  for  Rutgers  College,  within 
the  bounds  of  the  church,  be  suspended  until  the  Literature  Fund 
of  General  Synod  be  secured  ;  provided  the  limitation  shall  not  ex- 
ceed  six  months. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  plan  of  the  professoral 
duties : 

1.  The  President  shall  teach  the  evidences  of  Christianity  and 
the  higher  branches  of  rhetoric. 

2.  The  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Mathematics  and  Natural 
Philosophy. 

3.  The  Professor  of  Languages,  Latin  and  Greek  languages. 

4.  The  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Chemistry  and  Experimental 
Philosophy,  &c. 

5.  The  Professor  of  Didactic  Theology,  Moral  Philosophy,  with 
the  understanding  however,  that  the  present  incumbent  be  excused 
if  he  wishes,  in  which  case  the  duty  shall  be  performed  by  the 
President. 

6.  The  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  Mental  Philosophy. 

7.  The  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature,  the  senior  class  in  criti- 
cism, particularly  as  taught  in  Quintilian,  Horace,  de  arte  poetica 
and  Longinus. 

Resolved,  That  the  Theological  Professors  preach  in  the  chapel 
as  usual,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  future  president,  if  a  minis- 
ter  of  the  gospel,  also  preach  in  his  turn. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  distribution  of  the  education  funds  under 
the  control  of  the  General  Synod,  the  usual  tuition  fees  be  paid  to 
the  trustees  by  all  the  beneficiaries,  so  long  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
College  shall  need  the  same,  and  the  education  funds  of  the  Gene- 
ral  Synod  shall  warrant  such  payment,  and  that  the  beneficiaries 
be  excused  from  the  payment  of  the  usual  incidental  charges. 
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Resolved,  That  if  the  trustees  decline  to  accede  to  that  part  of 
the  plan  of  Synod  which  contemplates  a  reduction  of  the  salaries 
of  the  Professors,  then  the  Synod  insist  upon  the  abrogation  of  so 
much  of  the  existing  covenant  as  requires  that  in  case  the  income 
of  the  College  shall  at  any  time  prove  inadequate  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Professors  of  Languages,  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philo- 
sophy, the  General  Synod  shall  make  up  such  deficiency. 

Resolved,  That  instead  of  the  re-conveyance  of  the  College 
premises  as  proposed  in  the  Minutes,  p.  282,  the  Synod  guarantee 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees  by  a  proper  and  legal  instrument,  the  use 
of  the  library  room,  (the  library  being  in  common,)  the  chapel  and 
recitation  rooms  as  heretofore,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  col- 
legiate exercises,  and  that  they  will  not  sell  or  lease  the  College 
building  or  premises,  or  any  part  of  them,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  provided  the  Board  of  Trustees  accede  to 
the  plan  now  adopted  by  the  General  Synod,  and  elect  the  President 
whose  nomination  has  been  approved  by  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation,  with  the  Elder  Peter 
D.  Vroom,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  legal  instrument  speci- 
fied in  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  that  the  Board  of  Corporation 
execute  the  same  in  behalf  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Corporation  solicit  from  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  last  raised  fund  of  $30,000,  or  from  their  represen- 
tatives, the  relinquishment  of  the  condition  referred  to  on  p.  281  of 
the  Minutes,  contained  in  the  caption  to  said  subscription. 

Synod  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  special 
committee  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to  confer  with  the  Trus- 
tees of  Rutgers  College,  and  the  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  when  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The  Synod  having  been  informed  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  had 
elected  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  the  President  of  the  College, 
it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.,  and  the 
Elder  J.  V.  S.  Riley,  be  a  committee,  on  behalf  of  this  Synod,  to 
inform  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow  of  his  election. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  committee,  to  confer  with 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  be  paid. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

Particularia. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  the  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological 
Seminary. 

Resolved,  That  the  minute  in  reference  to  the  Classis  of  New- 
Brunswick,  on  the  Minutes,  page  298,  presenting  the  said  Classis 
in  an  improper  and  unpleasant  aspect,  be  rescinded,  inasmuch  as 
it  originated  in  a  mistake,  the  Classis  never  having  authorized  any- 
such  request,  and  being  willing  and  able  to  pay  the  amount  of  their 
arrears. 

ARTICLE    XXV. 

Resumption    and    Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  850  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  distribute 
among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $6,  was  presented,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE    XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  the  Con- 
sistory Room  of  the  Church  in  Franklin  street,  on  the  first  Wed- 
Vol.  V.  41 
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nesday  in  June,  1840,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. ;    and  was  closed  with 
prayer  by  the  President. 

GEO.  W.  BETHUNE,  President. 
JACOB  C.  SEARS,  Adsessor. 
WILLIAM  R.  GORDON,  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 


APPENDIX 


WIDOWS'  FUND. 

PLAN     FOR    RAISING    AND    ADMINISTERING    THE    WIDOWS'    FUND,    AS 
AMENDED  AND  FINALLY  ADOPTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

1.  The  fund  shall  be  called  the  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  the  Dis- 
abled Ministers,  and  of  the  Widows  and  Children  of  Ministers  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  and  shall  be  administered 
by  the  Board  of  Corporation  of  the  General  Synod,  during  the 
pleasure  and  under  the  control  of  General  Synod. 

2.  Every  minister  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  may,  by  the 
payment  of  twenty  dollars  annually,  secure  an  interest  in  the  fund  ; 
neglect  of  payment  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  privilege.  Ministers  inte- 
rested in  the  fund,  however,  shall  at  all  times  be  at  liberty  to  relin- 
quish such  interest,  and  withdraw  the  amount  of  money  actually 
paid  by  them,  without  interest. 

3.  All  receipts  of  money,  whether  from  the  annual  payment  of 
ministers,  collections  in  the  churches,  or  donations  by  individuals, 
shall  be  allowed  to  accumulate  until  the  fund  shall  amount  to  ten 
thousand  dollars  ;  after  which,  the  payments  made  by  ministers, 
and  donations,  when  so  specially  directed  by  the  donor,  shall  be 
considered  income.  All  other  donations,  and  the  collections  in  the 
churches,  to  be  considered  principal,  and  the  interest  only  to  be 
used  as  income. 

4.  The  Board  of  Direction  shall  carefully  invest  all  moneys  con- 
tributed to  the  fund,  and  for  the  increase  thereof,  in  such  manner  as 
to  them  shall  appear  most  safe  and  profitable.    No  money,  however, 
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belonging  to  this  fund,  shall  be  loaned  upon  individual  responsi- 
bility, (except  on  temporary  loan  with  collateral  security,)  unless 
secured  by  bond  and  mortgage  on  real  estate.  The  moneys  belong- 
ing to  this  fund,  shall  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  all  the  other 
funds  of  General  Synod. 

5.  The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  shall  be  the  officers 
of  the  trust.  The  treasurer's  duty  shall  be,  to  collect  the  income, 
and  make  all  payments.  He  shall  report  minutely  and  fully  to 
General  Synod,  at  each  of  its  annual  meetings  ;  his  accounts  to  be 
audited  by  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Corporation. 

6.  The  maximum  amount  to  be  paid  to  parties  interested  in  this 
fund,  shall  be :  To  a  minister,  disabled  by  sickness  or  age,  two 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  to  the  widow  of  a  deceased  minister, 
two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  to  children  of  clergymen,  both 
whose  parents  have  deceased,  seventy-jive  dollars  per  annum 
each,  until  they  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Should  the  income, 
upon  due  experiment,  be  found  to  admit  it,  this  maximum  may  here- 
after be  increased.  To  a  minister,  disabled  for  duty,  who  has  pre- 
viously made  but  one  payment,  the  maximum  of  the  annuity  allow- 
ed, shall  be  seventy. five  dollars ;  where  three  annual  payments 
have  been  made,  the  maximum  annuity  shall  be  one  hundred  and 

fifty  dollars ;  and  where  payments  have  been  made  for  jive  years 
and  upwards,  the  maximum  annuity  shall  be  as  above  stated,  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  widows  and  children  of  such,  to  receive 
respectively,  according  to  this  gradation. 

As  long  as  the  iucome  is  sufficient  to  pay  each  claimant  the 
maximum  annuity,  the  maximum  shall  be  allowed  ;  but  should  the 
income  not  be  found  sufficient,  then  the  whole  income  shall  be  di- 
vided among  the  claimants,  in  proportion  to  their  claims. 

It  is  expressly  understood,  that  in  all  the  above  cases,  to  entitle 
the  applicants  to  their  annuities,  the  payment  of  subscriptions  must 
be  continued  until  they  cease  by  the  operation  of  the  principles 
herein  contained. 

7.  A  widow  of  a  minister,  contracting  marriage,  forfeits  her 
claim  to  the  annuity  ;  but,  in  such  case,  the  children,  under  sixteen 
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years  of  age,  shall  be  entitled  to  their  annuities,  as  though  both 
parents  had  deceased. 

8.  In  disbursing  the  income  of  the  fund,  where  a  minister  is  the 
applicant,  he  shall  be  required  to  produce  a  certificate  from  his 
classis,  or  other  satisfactory  evidence,  declaring,  that  by  reason  of 
sickness,  old  age,  or  other  providential  cause,  he  is  incapable  of 
service. 

Where  a  widow  is  an  applicant,  like  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
decease  of  her  husband,  and  the  date  thereof,  shall  be  required. 

When  children,  both  whose  parents  have  deceased,  are  concern- 
ed,  like  evidence  of  the  death  of  their  parents,  and  of  their  own 
age,  shall  be  required. 

9.  The  payments  to  annuitants  shall  be  made  half-yearly  to 
ministers,  commencing  with  the  date  of  their  declared  incapacity 
for  service  ;  to  widows  from  the  death  of  their  husbands ;  and  to 
children  from  the  death  of  their  last  surviving  parent.  The  trea- 
surer's books,  or  authentic  vouchers,  shall  furnish  the  evidence  of 
the  payment  of  subscriptions. 

Annuitants  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  fund  by  a  vote 
of  the  trustees  of  the  fund,  or  of  a  committee  specially  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 


It  is  manifest,  that  the  fund,  administered  upon  the  above  princi- 
ples, will  be  entirely  safe  ;  the  principal  will  remain  untouched, 
and  be  constantly  accumulating,  whilst  annuitants  will  receive  the 
entire  amount  of  income  from  all  sources. 

The  advantages  to  ^ministers  and  their  families  are  obvious.  By 
an  annual  payment  of  only  twenty  dollars,  is  secured  the  probable 
amount  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  at  a  time  when  other 
resources  fail  ;  and  when,  without  such  relief,  positive,  and,  in 
many  cases,  poignant  privation  must  be  endured. 

Nor  does  the  plan  recommend  itself  less  to  the  churches  and 
congregations :    A  provision,  small  indeed,  but  yet  important,  is 
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made  for  their  pastors,  and  the  families  of  pastors,  when  the  labors 
of  these  servants  of  God  are  suspended  by  his  own  act.  Congre- 
gations will  themselves  be  freed  from  embarrassments,  in  at  once 
administering  to  the  necessities  of  those  whom  Christian  charity 
and  Christian  duty  forbid  them  to  abandon  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
securing  for  themselves  necessary  ministerial  service.  Let  the  sub- 
ject then  meet  a  prompt  and  generous  response  in  the  bosom  of  the 
churches.  Let  every  minister  of  the  church  become  a  subscriber ; 
though  it  may  cost  a  present  effort,  even  a  degree  of  embarrass- 
ment. Let  the  annual  collections  be  made  punctually,  and  with  a 
liberal  spirit,  in  all  the  churches.  Let  those  favored  by  Providence 
with  abundance,  cast  their  gifts  into  this  treasury  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  fund  will  be  rendered  at  once  available. 

A  collection,  for  the  henefit  of  this  fund,  is  directed  to  he 
made  in  all  the  churches,  on  or  about  the  first  Sabbath  in 
October,  annually. 

Classical  agents  have  much  depending  upon  their  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity in  this  matter.  There  are  families  at  this  moment  suffering 
for  want  of  the  aid  which  this  fund  is  designed  to  afford. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  Wednesday,  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty.  The 
session  continued  from  the  third  to  the  eighteenth  day  of 
June,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Bethune,  D.  D.,  the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who 
preached  a  sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session, 
from  Psalm  cxix.  32.  "  J  will  run  the  way  of  thy  command- 
ments, when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my  heart  " 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members  Present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR    SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New.  York. 

Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  George  Dubois,  Nicholas  I.  Marcellus. 
Elders,  Abraham  Van  Nest,  Thomas  Lippincott,  Cornelius  R. 
Suvdam. 
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2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New.  York. 

Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  John  M.  Macauley, 
Stephen  H.  Meeker. 

Elders,  Christopher  N.  Kierstead,  William  B.  Crosby,  Peter 
Goetchius.* 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 

Rev.   Abraham   Messier,   J.  Addison   Van  Doren,  James    K. 

Campbell. 

Elders,  Peter  Z.  Elraendorf,f  Ralph  Vorhees,  and  Cornelius  L. 

Hardenburgh4 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  Ransford  Weils,  Matthias  Lusk,  Philip  Duryea,  D.  D. 
Elders,  Albert  G.  Alston, ||  Edward  J.  Danforth. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  John  Manley,  Isaac  D.  Cole.§ 
Elders,  Henry  Cuningham,  Peter  Smith,**  James  P.  Blauvelt.** 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 

Rev.  James  Demarest,  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  Maurice  W.  Dwight. 
Elders,  Isaac  Cortelyou,  Samuel  Stryker,  and  Samuel  Smith. ff 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 

Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  Jacob  R.  Van  Arsdale,  and 
John  Van  Liew.* 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 

§  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

**  Took  their  seats  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  session. 

+t  Took  his  seat  on  the  6th  day  of  the  session. 
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Elders,  Elisha  Wells,  Cornelius  Ten  Eyck,  Martin  Wyckoff. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 
Rev.  John  C,  Cruickshank,  James  Lillie,*  John  H.  Van  Wage- 


nen. 


Elders,  Jacob  C.  Everts,f  Andrew  Heermance,  Cornelius  Van 
Vliet,  Jr.f 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic. 

Rev.  Garrit  C.  Schanck,  Alexander  C.  Hilman,  Joseph  Wilson4 
Elders,  Peter  Sanford.ll  Simon  H.  Van  Ness.* 


FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OP  ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Simon  V.  E.  Westfall,**  Edwin  Holmes,  Oscar  H.  Gregory. 

Elders,  Frederic  Markle,:f:j:  Gurdon  Grant.-ff 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck,  William  Brush.* 
Elder,  Moses  Schoonmaker.* 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Stimpson,  John  P.  Knox. 

Elders,  *  *  * 


*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 
t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 
II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 
**  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  session, 
tt  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  sixth  day. 

tt  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  session. 
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4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.  David  A.  Jones,*  Benjamin  Van  Zandt.f 

Elders,  Elbert  I.  Willett,  Teunis  Swart,  Lewis  Younglove4 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  Abraham  H.  Myers,  John  P.  Pepper.§ 
Elders,  *  *  * 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  Cornelius  Bogardus. 
Elders,     '      *  *  * 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  Jacob  Tan  Vechten,  D.  D.,  John  B.  Steele,  Herman  B. 

Stryker.|| 

Elder,  Adam  Bloomingdall. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  John  A.  Liddell,ff  John  F.  Schermerhorn. 
Elders,  *  *  * 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  Robert  P.  Lee,  Jr.,  Ferdinand  H. 
Vanderveer. 

Elders,  Amos  Millspaugh,  John  S.  De  Witt,**  Ephraim  Smith. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
after  the  eighth  day. 

t  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

§  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  9th. 

II   Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

**  Succeeded  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session  by  his  primarius,  G.  S.  Corwin, 
who  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  session. 

ft  Obtained  leave  ef  absence  on  the  thirteeth  day  of  the  session. 
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10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  Thomas  B.  Gregory,  James  Romeyn,*  William  Cahoone. 
Elder,  Wilhelmus  Schuneman. 

ARTICLE   III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  James  Murphy  was  chosen  President. 
The  Rev.  Abraham  Messier  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
The  Rev.  John  P.  Knox,  and   Ransford  Wells,  were  chosen 
Clerks,  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Reading  of  the  Minutes. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  and  adjourned  sessions  of  the 
Synod  were  read. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
These  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  the  President  and  Adsessor  of  tho 
General  Synod  shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
present ;  and  if,  after  the  first  vote,  there  is  no  election,  the  choice 
shall  be  made  from  the  two  who  have  the  highest  number  of  votes. 
The  clerks  shall  be  elected  by  plurality. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  session, 
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ARTICLE    II, 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  the  Professorate. — Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Wilhelmus 
Eltinge,  D.  D.,  Stephen  H.  Meeker,  and  the  Elders,  Thomas  Lip- 
pincott,  and  William  B.  Crosby. 

On  Synodical  Minutes. — Rev.  John  H.  Van  Wagenen,  Abra- 
ham Messier,  and  Edmund  P.  Stimpson,  and  the  Elders,  Jacob  C. 
Everts  and  Teunis  Swart. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  Abraham  Messier,  James  Romeyn,  John 
F.  Schermerhorn,  and  the  Elders,  Amos  Millspaugh,  and  Adam 
Bloomingdall. 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  John  B. 
Steele,  George  Dubois,  and  the  Elders,  Peter  Sanford  and  Frede- 
ric Markle. 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  Nicholas  I. 
Marcelus,  William  Cahoone,  Ransford  Wells,  and  the  Elders,  Wil- 
helmus Schuneman  and  Andrew  Heermance. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  John  A.  Liddell, 
and  Abraham  H.  Myers,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Van  Vliet,  Jun. 
and  Elbert  I.  Willett. 

On  Correspondence — Rev.  Oscar  H.  Gregory,*  Edwin  Holmes, 
and  John  C.  Cruickshank,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  R.  Suydam, 
and  John  S.  De  Witt. 

On  Education — Rev.  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  Corne- 
lius Bogardus,  and  Maurice  W.  Dwight,  and  the  Elders,  Elisha 
Wells,  and  Cornelius  Ten  Eyck. 

On  Nominations. — Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D.,  Simon  V. 
E.  Westfall,  and  Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyke,  and  the  Elders,  J.  C 
Everts,  and  Abraham  Van  Nest. 


*  The  Rev.  Robert  P.  Lee  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gregory, 
after  he  had  obtained  leave  of  absence. 
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On  Widows'  Fund. — Rev.  Isaac  P.  Labagb,  John  H.  Van 
Wagenen,  and  James  Demarest,  and  the  Elders,  Abraham  Van 
Nest  and  Peter  Z.  Elmendorf. 


ARTICLE    III. 

Communications . 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow, 
D.  D.,  relative  to  his  election  as  President  of  Rutgers  College, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Rutgers  College. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Messrs.  G.W.  Mentz  &  Son, 
requesting  the  privilege  of  publishing  an  edition  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Church,  to  be  bound  up  in  one  volume  with  the  Standards 
and  Liturgy  of  the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  Messrs.  Mentz  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  to  report  on  the  subject  during  the 
present  session  of  the  Synod. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  would  respectfully  report  to  the 
General  Synod,  that  they  met  at  New-Brunswick  on  the  11th  day 
of  July,  1839.  After  the  organization  of  the  Board,  reports  were 
received  from  the  several  professors,  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  whole  number  of  students  for  the  year  was  thirty-six,  viz : 

Of  the  Senior  Class — 

John  H.  Ackerson, 

John  B.  Crawford, 

Anthony  Elmendorf, 

John  C.  Johnson, 

William  S.  Moore, 

John  I.  Quick, 

Daniel  M.  L.  Quackenbush. 

Vol.  5.  42 
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Of  the  Middle  Class- 


John  B.  Alliger, 
Jacob  Bookstaver, 
David  D.  Demarest, 
Ephraim  De  Puy, 
John  L.  Janeway, 
William  R.  Janeway, 
Robert  Pitts, 
Martin  L.  SchenCk, 
Isaac  P .  Stryker, 
William  H.  Steele, 
John  A.  Staats, 
George  Schenck, 
William  T.  Van  Doren, 
Robert  Van  Amburgh, 
John  Witbeck, 
John  H.  Sheffield, 


Of  the  Junior  Class- 


James  A.  H.  Cornell, 
John  De  Witt, 
Francis  T.  Drake, 
Gardiner  Jones, 
Joseph  Knieskern, 
Alexander  C.  Millspaugh, 
Gilbert  M.  P.  Myers, 
Peter  G.  Randall, 
James  Ryerson, 
William  E.  Turner, 
William  I.  Thompson, 
John  Watson, 
Samuel  M.  Woodbridge. 
Of  these,  thirty-three  have  prosecuted  their  studies  to  the  present 
time.     Mr.  William  R.  Janeway,  on  account  of  ill  health,  has  been 
obliged  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe  ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  has 
not  attended  the  seminary  since  his  return.     Mr.  John  De  Witt,  of 
the  Junior  Class,  has  also  retired,  with  the  prospect  of  returning  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session.     Mr.  James  Ryerson,  of 
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the  Junior  Class,  has  been  compelled  to  retire  through  indisposi- 
tion, induced  by  application  to  study  :  the  expediency  of  his  return 
is  very  questionable. 

From  the  reports  of  the  professors,  we  were  happy  to  find  that 
the  deportment  of  the  students,  during  the  year,  had  been  exem- 
plary,  and  their  attention  to  the  various  branches  of  study  com- 
mendable.  In  consequence  of  the  severe  indisposition  with  which 
Professor  Cannon  has  been  visited,  during  the  current  year,  there 
was  an  intermission  in  the  course  of  instruction,  in  the  several 
branches  in  his  department,  of  three  months.  While  the  Board 
deeply  sympatize  with  this  valuable  professor,  in  the  varied  and 
deep  affliction,  through  which,  in  the  providence  of  the  Lord  he 
has  been  called  to  pass,  we  would  express  our  gratitude  to  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church,  that  he  has  been  pleased  again  to  restore  him 
to  health,  and  to  the  active  duties  of  his  professorship. 

The  classes  were  examined  before  the  board  by  the  professors, 
upon  the  several  branches  of  study  pursued  in  their  respective  de- 
partments. The  board  were  gratified  to  find  that  the  students  had 
made  good  improvement  of  the  very  favorable  opportunities  which 
are  afforded  them  by  the  full  course  of  instruction  which  is  now  so 
ably  conducted  in  our  theological  school. 

The  examination  was  highly  satisfactory.  The  members  of  the 
senior  class,  in  addition  to  an  examination  upon  the  subjects  of 
study,  were  particularly  questioned  in  relation  to  their  personal 
piety,  and  their  views  and  motives  in  desiring  to  enter  the  gospel 
ministry.  Having  given  to  the  board  ample  satisfaction,  on  all  the 
subjects  on  which  they  were  examined,  it  was— Resolvedf  That 
the  examination  be  sustained  ;  and  that  they  be  recommended  to 
the  professors  for  the  usual  professoral  certificate,  to  entitle  them 
to  an  examination  before  their  respective  classes. 

The  Synod  will  no  doubt  unite  with  the  board  in  sentiments  of 
gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  continued  favor 
which  he  is  pleased  to  bestow  upon  our  school  of  the  prophets. 
The  number  of  its  students  is  gradually  increasing,  and  the  pros- 
pects thus  becoming  yearly  the  more  flattering  that  the  church 
will  realize  her  highest  hopes,  in  regard  to  our  institutions,  so  dear 
to  her  affections,  and  so  vital  to  her  best  interests.     It  has  already 
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sent  forth  from  its  walls  many  whom  the  Lord  has  eminently  bless- 
ed in  building  up  the  waste  places  of  Zion  ;  in  gathering  souls  into 
the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  of  carrying  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God  to  the  benighted  heathen.  But,  when  we  remember  how  much 
land  remains  yet  to  be  possessed  ;  how  many  openings  in  provi- 
dence, of  a  most  favorable  character,  for  the  enlargement  of  our 
church,  are  presented,  and  how  loud,  and  how  affecting,  the  calls 
from  the  distant  and  the  perishing  heathen  for  the  messengers  of 
Christ  to  break  to  them  the  bread  of  life,  we  are  urged  to  renewed 
diligence  and  prayer  for  the  prosperity  of  this  seminary  of  sacred 
science.  We  would  commend,  afresh,  to  the:  confidence  and  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  members  of  our  church  this  fountain  of 
sacred  learning. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  N.  WYCKOFF,  President. 
JACOB  C.  SEARS,    Stated  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Barnabas  V.  Collins, 
one  of  the  students  in  the  theological  seminary,  soliciting  a  dispen- 
sation of  two  years'  study,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  re- 
questing a  dispensation  in  regard  to  certain  classical  studies,  with 
a  view  to  enter  the  theological  seminary  at  New-Brunswick,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Classis  of  Schenectady, 
recommending  Richard  Halloway  Steele  as  a  suitable  person  to 
receive  aid  from  the  education  funds  of  the  church,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  obtain 
donations  to  the  library  of  the  theological  seminary. 

The  undersigned  reports  to  Synod,  that  he  has  received  from  the 
Rev.  Abraham  I,  Labagh,  of  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  W.  I.,  a 
box  containing  twenty  valuable  volumes  of  books,  a  donation  from 
Mr.  Labagh  to  the  library  of  Synod.     Also,  through  the  hands  of 
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Mr.  Stephens  fifteen  valuable  volumes,  a  donation  from  the  Sab- 
bath-school  of  Belleville,  N.  J.,  to  the  library  of  Synod. 

JOHN  KNOX. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpora, 
tion  was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the 
Annual  Digest,  List  of  the  Securities  belonging  to  the  Synod  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  Accounts  Current  of  said  Board 
with  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Widows'  Fund,  together  with 
a  list  of  the  Clerical  Subscribers  to  the  said  Fund,  which  were 
read  and  accepted.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Widows'  Fund  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  ;  the  List  of  Secu- 
rities to  the  Committee  on  Accounts ;  the  Account  Current  with 
the  Board  of  Education  to  the  Committee  on  Education  ;  and  the 
residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church. 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  their  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

The  Board  has  met  as  often  as  the  business  committed  to  them 
has  required.  Harmony  and  unanimity  have  continued  to  charac- 
terize all  their  proceedings.  The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith 
submitted,  will  exhibit,  in  detail,  the  state  of  the  funds  of  Synod. 
The  interest  upon  the  funds  that  are  invested  is  punctually  paid, 
and  the  securities  are  ail  considered  to  be  good. 

The  interest  upon  what  is  usually  called  the  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lar subscription,  is  in  general  received.  Upon  a  few  of  these  sub- 
scriptions, however,  it  is  proper  that  the  Synod  should  be  informed, 
several  years  arrearages  have  accumulated  ;  and,  in  a  very  few 
cases,  it  is  feared,  that  neither  the  original  subscription,  nor  the 
interest  that  has  accrued,  will  prove  available.  With  respect  to 
this  fund,  your  board  have  found  some  embarrassment  in  executing 
the  direction  of  Svnod  to  obtain  from  subscribers  a  relinquishment 
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of  the  condition  upon  which  the  subscriptions  were  originally  made. 
This  remains  as  yet  but  very  partially  accomplished. 

The  receipts,  during  the  past  year,  have  enabled  the  Treasurer 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  treasury  at  all  times  with  prompt- 
ness. 

Mr.  James  Bogert,  Junr.,  has,  with  a  cheerful  liberality,  added 
to  the  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars  heretofore  contributed  by 
him  for  the  endowment  of  a  scholarship,  so  as  to  render  the 
amount  two  thousand  dollars. 

There  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  during  the  past  year,  for 
the  permanent  fund  of  Synod,  by  Mr.  John  Sanders,  one  hundred 
dollars,  being  a  bequest  of  Miss  Mary  T.  Livingston,  of  Columbia 
County  ;  and  also,  for  the  same  fund,  from  Messrs.  John  C.  Beek- 
man  and  Abraham  B.  Cox,  executors,  five  hundred  dollars,  being  a 
bequest  of  Mrs.  Catharine  Boudinot,  deceased. 

The  different  funds  of  the  Synod  continue  to  be  kept  entirely 
distinct  from  each  other,  and  will  be  found  in  the  most  simple  and 
intelligible  form. 

The  board  having  been  certified  that  the  condition  in  the  case, 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College  had  been  complied 
with,  have,  in  obedience  to  the  injunction  of  the  Synod,  caused  a 
legal  instrument  to  be  prepared  and  duly  executed,  by  which  the 
Synod  guarantee  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  use  of  the  library 
room,  in  their  college  edifice  in  New-Brunswick,  (the  library  being 
in  common,)  the  chapel  and  recitation  rooms  as  heretofore,  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  collegiate  exercises,  and  that  they  will  not 
sell  or  lease  the  college-buildings  or  premises,  or  any  part  of  them, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

On  the  subject  of  the  widows'  fund,  your  board  greatly  regret 
that  its  accumulation  has  hitherto  been  so  slow  ;  and  surprise  min- 
gles with  their  regret,  when  they  reflect  that  a  large  number  of 
ministers  have  not  yet  become  subscribers,  and  that  the  annual 
collections  in  the  churches,  directed  by  the  Synod,  have,  to  so 
great  an  extent,  been  neglected.  The  depressed  state  of  the  pecu- 
niary condition  of  the  community  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
these  results ;  the  germ,  however,  of  this  fund,  now  exists — a  be- 
ginning has  been  made.     Your  board  have  the  fullest  confidence 
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in  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  established,  and  the  unfaltering 
conviction,  that  the  plan  in  reference  to  its  accumulation  and  ad- 
ministration, only  needs  to  be  duly  carried  out,  to  secure  relief  to 
the  churches,  and  greatly  increased  comfort  to  those  whom  religion 
forbids  the  churches  to  abandon.  They  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  subject  to  the  watchful  and  fostering  care  of  the  Synod. 
The  treasurer's  report  will  exhibit  the  present  condition  of  the 
fund. 

The  only  edition  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  that  has  been 
published  since  its  revision,  is  now  exhausted  ;  it  is  important  that 
another  edition  should  be  issued,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  church. 
A  proposition  on  the  subject  will  be  laid  before  the  Synod  by 
Messrs.  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  the  publishers  of  our  Psalm- 
book. 

Dr.  Knox  and  Mr.  Van  Nest  have  been  appointed  to  give  the 
Synod  any  further  information  that  may  be  required. 

CORNS.  HEYER,  President, 
W.  B.  CROSBY,       J 
AB'M  VAN  NEST,  >  Directors. 
JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New-York,  2d  June,  1840. 
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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


19 


JJK, 

To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

••  Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst 

••  Isaac  Young,  treasurer,  one  year's  salary  due 
this  day,  postage,  discount,  &c. 

•■  John  Lamon,  door-keeper,  for  attendance,  &c  on 
General  Synod,  at  their  meeting  in  Philadel- 
phia. 5th  inst.  and  stationary, 

•«  Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 
loan,  belonging  to  the  widows'  fund, 

-  the  following  persons,  their  travelling  expenses 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  committee  to  con- 
fer with3  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  at 
New-Brunswick,  9th  instant,  viz: 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  $1  00 

«     B.  Hoff,  9  00 

"     William  Cahoone,  Jr.  10  03 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  2  00 

••  the  following  persons,  their  travelling  expenses 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Super 
intendents  of  Rutgers  College,  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, 11th  inst. 

Rev.  A.  N.  Kittle,  $9  00 

••     William  S.  Heyer,  4  62 

•■     Cornelius  Bogardus,  14  00 

••     Abraham  H.  Mvers,  15  00 

••     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  10  88 

••     Jeremiah  Searle,  10  00 

••     Ransford  Wells,  1  5( 

••     Rev.  Milledoler,  for  a  lock  furnished  by  him  for 

Rutgers  College, 
••     Mercein  &  Post,   for  printing  the  Minutes  of 

General  Synod,   two    sessions,    1839,    paper, 

binding,  &c. 

-  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

•*  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

••  Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  his  travelling  expenses,  at- 
tending the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Pitts 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,"  on  the  4th  August  last, 
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1S39 
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•25 
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1840 
Jan 


17 

15 

31 


DR. 
Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Mercein  cc  Post,  for  printing  circulars  for  the 
widows'  fund, 
"     Peter  Spader,  treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  for 
one  year's  interest  on  Henry  Rutgers'  donation 
of  $5000  to  Rutgers  College,  due  20th  June. 
1838, 

-  Peter   Spader,   treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  for 

dividends  on  ten  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike 
Stock,  belonging  to  the  trustees,  up  to  this  date, 
••  "  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa 
tion,  on  account  of  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
4th  December  next, 
•  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa 
tion,  on  account  of  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
the  4th  December  next, 

-  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  interest  on  $1700,  paid  by  him 

for  the  endowment  of  a  Scholarship,  from  4th 
June  last,  to  this  day, 

-  Henry  Solomon,  for  repairs,  &c.  to  Rutgers  Col- 

lege, up  to  5th  inst, 
"     Cornelius  Heyer,   to  be  invested  on  temporary 

loan,  belonging  to  the  widows'  fund, 
••     Cornelius   Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 

loan,  belonging  to  the  education  fund, 
*■    Cornelius  Heyer.  to  be  invested  on  temporary 

loan,  belonging  to  the  permanent  fund, 

-  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

-  Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,   one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor in  the  Theological  College  due  1st  inst 

-  John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 

tion, the  balance  of  six  months'  interest  on  the 
invested  Scholarships  in  the  Theological  Col- 
lege,  amounting  to  $21400,  due  the  4th  in- 
stant, $299  00 
Deduct  this  amount,  paid  to  James 
Bogert,  Jun.,  on  the  4th  November 
last,  for  interest  on  $1700,  paid  by 
him  for  the  endowment  of  a  Scho- 
larship, from  4th  June  last  to  that 
day.  49  57 

"    Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

•  Greenwich  Insurance  Company,  premium  of  in- 

surance on  Rutgers  College,  for  one  year  from 
this  day,  $8000, 

•  James  Dean,  loaned  him  on  his  bond  and  mort- 

gage, dated  yesterday,  with  interest, 
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DR. 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  of 
March  next, 
"     Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,   one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 
••     Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  onejquarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 
••    John  D.^Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, on  account  of  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
4th  June  next, 
••     Peter  Spader,  for  the  following  bills  of  repairs  to 
Rutgers  College,  viz  : 

Vail,  Acker  &  Co.  180  21 

Shaddell  &  Letson,  39  54 

James  Conover,  55  68 

New-Brunswick  saw-mill,         £      34  64 


June 


postage  of  circular  letters,  respecting  the  widows 

fund, 
Peter  Spader,  additional  bills  for  repairs  to  Rut- 
gers College,  viz : 

Vail,  Acker  &  Co.  4  06 

Shaddell  &  Letson,  1  12 

Henry  Solomon,  6  44 


-  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  Stated  Clerk  of  Gene- 
ral Synod,  one  year's  salary,  due  1st  June 
next,  $100 

Postage  paid  by  him,  1 

••    Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor, &c.  due  1st  September,  1839,  omitted  in 
copying, 
To  balance  in  bank,  carried  to  new  account, 
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1839 
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CR. 


July 


Sept. 


By  balance  of  last  year's  account,  brought  forward, 
••  Cash  received  of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  account  of 
their  note  for  $828,  due  this  day, 

••  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  due 
yesterday, 

••  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Fish- 
kill,  (Rev.  Mr.  Kip,)  for  the  widows'  fund, 

"  of  Rev.  A.  B.  Chittenden,  collected  in  the  Re 
formed  Dutch  Church  at  Amity,  for  the 
widows'  fund, 

"  for  a  dividend  on  twenty  shares  of  Bergen  Turn- 
pike Stock, 

"  of  John  Sanders,  devised  by  Miss  Mary  T.  Liv- 
ingston, of  Columbia  County,  to  General  Sy- 
nod, for  the  permanent  fund, 

••     of  Rev.  John  Lillie,  collected  in  the  Reformed 

Dutch   Church  at  Kingston,  for  the  widows' 

fund,  25  11 

His  subscription  for  1839  deducted  by  him,  20  00 


of  Rev,  A.  N.  Kittle,  collections  for  the  widows' 
fund — 

At  Nassau,  41  53 

Schodack,  42  20 

Kinderhook,  13  06 


96  ~9 
Subscription  of  Rev.  John  Gray,  for  1838 
and  1839  and  interest,  deducted  by  him,  41  40 


for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3700,  due 

24th  May  last, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  of  the  Reformed 

Dutch  Church  in  Broome  street,  for  $5000,  due 

8th  instant, 
of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New- York,  six 

months'  interest  on  their  three  bonds,  two  for 

$5000  each,  and  one  for  $4000, 
of  John   C.   Beekman   and  Abraham  B.  Cox, 

executors,  &c.  of  Catharine  Boudinot,  deceased, 

devised  by  her  to  the  General  Synod,  for  the 

permanent  fund, 
of  Rev.  A.  H.  Myers,  collected  in  the  Reformed 

Dutch  Church  at  St.  Johnsville,  for  the  widows' 

fund, 
of  Rev.  J.  H.  Van  Wagenen,  balance  of  money 

collected  at  Linlithgow,  for  the  widows'  fund, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

5th  June  last, 
of   Rev.   R.    D.  Van  Kleeck,   on  account,  for 

Minutes  of  General   Synod,  furnished  to  the 

Classis  of  Schoharie, 
for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $6800,  due 

4th  June,  and  for  $1200,  due  8th  July  last, 
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Brought  forward,  4635  02 

By  cash  received,  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000, 

due  20th  April  last,  70  00 

••  of  Peter  Spader  treasurer,  &c,  for  the  balance  of 
cash  in  his  hands,  due  to  the  professoral  fund 
of  the  Theological  College  on  the  7th  inst.  202  35- 

••     collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Bush- 
wick.  L.  I.  for  the  widows'  fund,  11  33 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  jue 

yesterday,  297  50 

••  of  Rev.  Nicholas  I.  Marcellus,  Stated  Clerk  of 
the  Classis  of  New-York,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  29  OO 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5500,  due 
this  day,  192  50 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000,  due 
yesterday,  315  OO 

"of  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  to  be  added  to  SHOO,  here- 
tofore paid  by  him  for  the  endowment  of  a 
Scholarship  in  the  Theological  College,  300  OO 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

23d  October  last,  ^  70  00 

••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

22d  instant,  350  00 

9  ••        ••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8300,  due 

6th  instant,  290  50 

••  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Currie,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  New-Utrecht,  for  the  widows' 
fund,  21  17 

•*  of  Rev.  James  Lillie,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Rhinebeck,  for  the  widows' 
fund,  100  00 

••  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor,  contributed  by  the  Female 
Benevolent  Society  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  at  Bergen,  for  the  widows'  fund,  20  00 

L5  "         ••     for  one  copy  of  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Livingston,  200 

19  ••         "     of  William"  Houston,  collected  in  the  Reformed 

Dutch  Church  at  Berea,  for  the  widows'  fund,  15  00 

25  "        "     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3700,  due 

24th  instant,  129  50 

30  ••        "     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

23d  instant,  350  00 

••     of  Rev.   S.  H.   Meeker,  Gluestor  of  the  South 

Classis  of  New- York,  arrearages  for  minutes,  4  75 

'•  of  Rev.  W.  R.  Gordon,  collected  in  the  Reform- 
ed Dutch  Church  at  Manhasset,  Long  Island, 
for  the  widows'  fund,  21  60 

"•     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $4000,  due 

yesterday,  140  00 

••    for  a  dividend  on  twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen 

Turnpike  Stock,  18  40 

'*  of  the  Collegiate  Dutch  Church,  New- York,  for 
six  months'  interest  on  their  three  bonds,  two 
for  $5000  each,  and  one  for  $4000,  420  00 
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Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  M.  C.  Morgan,  treasurer,  collected  in  the 
South  Dutch  Church  in  Murray  street,  for  the 

8005 

m 

widows'  fund, 

61 

11 

13 

••    on  account  of  the  principle  of  Samuel  H.  Cox's 

bond  for  $5500, 

500 

00 

17 

••    of  Peter   Spader,  treasurer,  collected  in  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  at  New-Brunswick,  for 

the  widows'  fund, 

35 

42 

••    of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  account  of  their 

note  for  $521.11,  due  7th  inst. 

150 

00 

22 

••    of  Rev.  R.  O.  Currie,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Gravesend,  for  the  widows' 

fund, 

22 

85 

29 

••    of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 
rary loan,  on  the  19th  June  and  25th  Novem- 
ber last,  with  interest  to  this  day,  belonging  to 

the  widows'  fund, 

2172 

63 

••     of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 

rary loan,  on  the  25th  November  last,  with  in- 

terest to  this  day,  belonging  to  the  education 

fund, 

303 

78 

••     of  Cornelius  Heyer,  invested  by  him  on  tempo- 

rary loan,  on  the  25th  November  last,  with  in- 

terest to  this  day,  belonging  to  the  permanent 

fund, 

607 

59 

Feb. 

11 

••    of  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  collected  in  the  Second 
Reformed   Dutch  Church  at  Albany,  for  the 

widows'  fund, 

40 

00 

15 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  the  bond  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  in  Broome  street,  for 

$5000,  due  8th  December  last, 

150 

00 

17 

••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

25th  December  last, 

60 

00 

22 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $6800,  due 
4th  December  last,                                 $238  00 
and  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond 

24 

for  $1200,  due  8th  January  last,               42  00 

2R0'f¥) 

-     of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  account  of  their 

fr\J\J  i\J\J 

note  for  $521.11,  due  7th  January  last, 

70  00 

Apr. 

6 

-     of   Rev.   James   R.  Talmage,  collected  for  the 

widows'  fund,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 

at  Redington,                                           $12  00 

Blawenburgh,                                         11  75 

Harlingen,                                                5  12 

28 

87 

••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due  3d 

inst. 

297 

50 

7 

••     for  one  year's  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 

26th  inst. 

175 

00 

16 

•■     of  Rev.  John  Garrctson,  Gluostor  of  the  Classis 

of  Bergen,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
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Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Meeker,  Giuestor  of  the 

South  Classis  of  New- York,  for  Minutes  of 

General  Synod, 
••    of   D.   Cole,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 

Church    at  West  New-Hempstead,   for    the 

widows'  fund, 
••    for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000,  due 

this  day, 
••    for  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  up  to  this  day, 
••     of  Rev.   John  Lillie,   Gluestor  of  the  Classis  of 

Ulster,  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
••    for  interest  on  bonds  for  $s300,  for  six  months, 

due  this  day, 
•  •     for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  of  the  Collegiate 

Dutch  Church,  New- York,  for  $14000, 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2000,  due 

23d  April  last, 

-  of  Rev.  A.  M.  Mann,  collected  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  at  Poughkeepsie,  for  the 
widows'  fund, 

••  of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  account  of  their 
note  for  $521.11,  due  7th  January  last, 

••  of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  account  of  their 
note  for  $521.11,  due  7th  January  last, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 
22d  instant, 

••    of  the  following  clergymen,  for  their  subscription 
to  the  widows'  fund,  viz  : 
Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.  1839, 

••     S.  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  1838,  1839 
••     James  Romeyn, 

••    John  Lillie,  1839; 

••    James  Murphy,  and  interest,  1838, 

-  Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  1839, 
••     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D. 
•■     John  Gray,  and  interest,        1838,  1839, 

••     B.  Hoff, 

••     Henry  Mandeville, 

-  James  R.  Talmage, 
•     R.  O.  Currie, 
••     J.  H.  Van  Wagenen, 
••     John  S.  Ebaugh,  and  interest, 


John  Nott 

Isaac  S.  Demund, 

Edwin  Holmes, 

R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 

William  Lockhead, 

Stephen  H.Meeker, 

Benjamin  C.  Taylor, 

Thomas  Frazer, 

James  Lillie, 

James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  five  years 

Nicholas  I.  Marcellus, 


1838, 

1839, 

1839, 1840, 

1839, 


1840. 
1839! 


12972 
10 


315 

182 

13 

290 

420 

70 

14 
100 
113 
350 


Carried  forward, 


72 
50 

50 

00 

77 

50 
50 
00 
00 

00 
00 
63 
00 


20 
40 
20 
20 
21 
20 
20 
41 
41 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21 
20 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
100 
20 


15523  72 


00 


40 


40 
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&45 


15  40 

CR. 

May 

19 

Brought  forward, 

15523  ' 

Bv  cash  received  of  Rev.  John  Rudy,                       1838,  1839, 

40 

••     William  S.  Heyer,                         1840, 

20 

do.                donation; 

5 

•  •     John  S.  Ebaugh,  (book) 

2 

-     Ransford  Wells.                               1839, 

20 

••     Alexander  H.  Warner,                  1840, 

20 

-     Francis  M.  Kip, 

20 

-     Richard  Sluvter,                             1839, 

20 

••    John  E.  Miller,                              1840, 

20 

••     R.  W.  Knight,                     1839,  1840, 

40 

•:: 

••     of  Rev.  J.  L.  Zabriskie,  Q,uestor  of  the  Classis  of 

New-Brunswick,  for  Minutes  of  Synod, 

20 

••     of  the  following  persons,  for  one  year's  interest 

on  their  subscriptions  to  the  permanent  fund  of 

General  Synod,  due  1st  May,  1539,  viz: 

Rev.  Dr.  Janeway, 

150 

Collegiate  Church,  New-York, 

300 

David  L-  Haight, 

30 

Richard  K.  Haight, 

30 

David  H.  Haight, 

30 

David  W.  Wetmore, 

30 

Thomas  C.  Doremus, 

30 

James  Suydam, 

30 

Obadiah  Holmes, 

15 

John  Oothout, 

30 

Catilina  Oothout, 

30 

Letfert  LefTerts, 

30 

Thomas  L.  Chester, 

15 

Maria  A.  Kissam, 

30 

Myndert  Van  Schaick, 

60 

i^on 

79 


June  1 


Bv  balance  carried  to  new  account, 


S2500.57 


Errors  excepted, 


ISAAC    YOUNG, 


Treasurer. 


The  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account, 
have  examined  the  same  with  the  vouchers  exhibited  by  him,  and  find  them  correct, 
leaving  a  balance  due  to  General  Synod,  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  and 
fijtv-seven  cents. 


CORKS.  HEYER 
W.  B.  CROSBY, 


New- York,  U  June,  1840 


! 


Committee. 
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ANNUAL  DIGEST,  1840. 

The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows : 

Funds  devoted  to  Education  Purposes. 

The  Van  Benschoten  Fund, 

The  amount  of  this  fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  and  which  is  loaned 
upon  bonds  secured  by  mortgages  upon  property  in 
the  state  of  New-Jersey,  amounted  on  the  1st  April, 
!840,  to  $19,980  00 

Balance  in  his  hands  on  that  day,  1,165  84 

Interest  due  on  same  fund,  1st  May,  1840,  1,341  70 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  the  in- 

terest  of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  845  00 

Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox, 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  $2,000,  which  is  loaned  on 
bond,  secured  by  mortgage  of  property  in  the  state 
of  New- Jersey,  $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  fund,  on  the  1st  May,  1840,  120  00 

Balance  due  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c.  on  the  1st 

April,  1840,  72  14 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  in- 
terest of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  180  00 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  education  purposes,  $21,700  00 

Widows'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction,   $4,200  00 
Balance   in  the  Treasurer's  hands  belonging  to  this 

fund,  584  32 
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Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have 
been  collected  and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for 
the  professorships,  as  well  as  the  moneys  formerly 
in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
viz : 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds 

and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  &c.  $64,700  00 

Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  transferred  by  them  to 
General  Synod,  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader,  ren- 
dered 2d  September,  1839,  3100  00 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of 

which  belong  to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at  575  00 

Notes  given  for  subscriptions,  300  00 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note,  510  00 

Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  Synod,  during 

the  past  year,  $93  64 

And  there  has  been^paid  for  paper,  printing,  &c.  211  85 

CORNS.  HEYER,  President. 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  \ 

ABM.  VAN  NEST,       (  Directors. 
JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New-York,  2d  June,  1840. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Direction 
of  the  Corporation,  on  the  request  of  Messrs.  G.  W.  Mentz  &  Son, 
which  was  accepted,  and  adopted. 

Vol.  V.  44 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  held 
5th  June,  18i0,  present  all  the  members  of  the  Board — 

General  Synod  having  referred  to  this  Board  a  communication 
from  Messrs.  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  on  the  subject  of  publish- 
ing an  edition  of  the.  Constitution  of  the  Church,  to  be  bound  up  in 
one  volume  with  the  Standards  and  Liturgy,  and  directed  this  Board 
to  report  on  the  subject  during  the  present  session  of  Synod — 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recommend  to  Synod  to  accede  to 
the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Mentz,  and  authorize  them  to  publish  an 
edition  of  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  in  type  and 
paper  at  least  equal  to  the  specimens  now  furnished,  to  be  bound 
up  with  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Forms  of  the  Church,  upon 
the  terms  proposed  by  them,  granting  to  them  the  free  use  of  the 
copy-right  for  the  same ;  the  books  to  be  sold,  bound  in  sheep,  at 
twenty-five  cents,  and  in  extra  cloth,  at  thirty-one  cents  per  copy.. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  above,  it  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Corporation,  to  make  arrangement  with  the  Messrs.  Mentz, 
to  have  the  Constitution  bound  up  with  as  many  copies  of  the  small 
sized  Psalm-book  as  may  be  required,  upon  equitable  terms,  and  so 
as  not  to  impair  the  existing  contract  with  Messrs.  Mentz,  respect- 
ing the  Psalm-book. 

Resolved,  That  the  publication  of  the  Constitution,  by  Messrs. 
Mentz,  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D., 
George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  and  James  B.  Hardenburgh,  D.  D. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  ©f  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen  : 
Mr  Cornelius  Heyer,  President ;  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Nest, 
William  B.  Crosby,  and  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Directors  ;  and 
Mr.  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

Correspondence. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the   delegate  to  attend 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

Newark,  June  1,  1840. 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  undersigned,  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  respectfully  reports — That  he  at. 
tended  the  session  of  the  above-mentioned  Synod,  which  met  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  on  the  14th  August,  1839.  Your  delegate  was 
received  and  treated  with  distinguished  consideration,  the  Synod 
rising  and  offering  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  fraternal  affection, 
when  he  was  introduced.  An  opportunity  was  given  him  to  address 
the  reverend  Synod  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  and  to  assure  them  of  the  cordiality  with  which  its  Gene- 
ral Synod  has  opened  this  correspondence.  He  was  responded  to 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  especially  called  to  the  chair  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  a  speech  not  only  replete  with  wisdom  and  eloquence,  but 
expressive  of  the  warmest  admiration  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  and  the  pleasure  with  which  they  welcome  its  delegate,  and 
would  reciprocate  its  friendly  attentions.  The  proceedings  of  the 
reverend  body  were  conducted  with  great  harmony  and  propriety  ; 
important  subjects  were  discussed  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  meek- 
ness and  love,  and  a  commendable  zeal  for  the  purity  as  well  as 
enlargement  of  the  church  was  manifested.  The  body  is  small 
but  united  in  heart,  and  aiming  at  the  glory  of  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ.  They  have  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  opened  before  them, 
and  an  encouraging  prospect  of  increase  and  prosperity. 

RANSFORD  WELLS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  attend 
the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associate,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  begs  leave  to  report,  that  according  to  the  ap, 
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pointment  of  Synod,  they  attended  the  annual  session  of  the  Gene- 
ral  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  held  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  September,  1839. 

Your  delegates  were  received  with  every  evidence  of  fraternal 
kindness.  They  have  also  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  our  sister 
church  is  steadily  pursuing,  with  Christian  zeal,  the  paths  of  duty 
and  usefulness  which  the  providence  of  God  has  opened  before 
them. 

Signed,  GEO.  W.  BETHUNE. 

Xev.-.Ycrk,  June  3,  1840. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  John  T.  Presley,  D.D.  and  Wil- 
liam Wilson,  relative  to  the  Convention  for  the  promotion  of  Chris- 
tian Union,  recently  held  at  Pittsburgh,  accompanied  with  a  pamph- 
let containing  the  proceedings  of  said  Convention,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  William  Wilson,  who  had 
been  appointed  a  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reform- 
ed Presbyterian  Church,  to  the  Synod,  apologizing  for  his  not  at- 
tending at  the  present  session  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  present  the  following  as  the 
result  of  their  deliberations  on  those  subjects  which  have  come 
under  their  notice. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  John  T.  Presley,  D.  D.,  and  the  Rev. 
William  Wilson,  acting  in  behalf  of  a  convention  of  Reformed 
Churches,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  body,  have 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  committee.  From  these  docu- 
ments it  appears,  that  the  convention  in  question,  is  composed  of 
delegates  from  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  West,  the 
Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  New-York,  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  ;  that  the  object  of  it  is  to  "devise 
measures   for  the    promotion  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  God, 
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upon  scriptural  principles,"  and  that  this  Synod  is  affectionately 
invited  to  take  part,  by  delegation,  in  its  deliberations. 

By  a  reference  to  the  Minutes  of  1838,  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
subject  was  at  that  time  under  consideration  in  Synod,  and  that  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  decline  the  invitation  then  received,  to 
mingle  in  the  deliberations  of  this  convention.  The  ground  of  this 
determination,  on  the  part  of  Synod  at  that  time,  appears  to  have 
been,  that  they  were  not  in  possession  of  that  information  on  the 
subject  which  was  requisite  to  intelligent  action. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  same  difficulty  still  ex- 
ists. The  precise  cbject  contemplated  cannot  be  ascertained  from 
the  documents  before  us  ;  neither  does  there  appear  to  be  any 
radical  principles  assumed,  affording  a  well  ascertained  and  com- 
mon basis  for  ulterior  action.  Until  these  points  are  definitely  and 
authoritatively  settled  by  the  judicatories  composing  the  conven- 
tion, there  is,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  but  a  faint  pros- 
pect of  any  beneficial  results  flowing  from  its  deliberations. 

Ycur  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution, 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Synod  fully  appreciate  the  kindness 
and  respect  evinced  toward  them  on  the  part  of  the  Convention  of 
Reformed  Churches,  by  their  affectionate  invitation  to  this  body  to 
unite  in  their  deliberations,  they  do  not  feel  prepared,  with  their 
present  views  on  the  subject,  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  their 
brethren. 

The  subject  of  our  correspondence  with  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  has  engaged  the  attention  of  your 
committee.  This  correspondence  was  partially  suspended,  by  the 
action  of  Synod,  in  the  year  1833.  This  action  grew  out  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  that  church  was  at  that  time 
placed.  Those  circumstances  are  now  changed,  and  therefore 
your  committee  would  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  in  accordance  with  the  articles  of  correspond- 
ence, existing  between  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
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this  Synod  proceed  to  appoint  delegates  to  attend  tbe  sessions  cf 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  convene  in 
the  year  1841,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  7th  Presbyterian 
Church. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  P.  LEE,  JR.,  Chairman, 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  frora  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General 
Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  Synod  proceeded  to 
choose  the  same,  when  the  Rev.  George  H.  Fisher,  and  Jacob 
Broadhead,  D.  D.  were  chosen  Primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Ferdinand 
H,  Vandeveer,  and  William  S.  Heyer,  were  chosen  Secundi. 

The  committee  to  conduct  the  correspondence  with  the  United 
Associate  Church  of  Scotland,  presented  the  following  report,  ac- 
companied with  the  Minutes  of  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Synod  of  said  church. 

The  chairman  of  your  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence, 
begs  leave  to  report,  that  according  to  your  instructions,  he  for- 
warded the  letter  prepared  by  your  Committee,  to  the  venerable  the 
General  Synod  of  the  United  Associate  Church  of  Scotland. 

It  was  received  by  that  reverend  body  with  great  respect,  and, 
as  will  appear  from  the  Minutes  of  that  General  Synod,  which  I 
herewith  transmit  to  vou,  a  Committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Professor 
Brown,  Professor  Duncan,  and  Dr.  Ritchie,  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  suitable  reply  to  our  Synod. 

That  reply  has  not  yet  reached  me,  for  reasons  which  I  cannot 
discover.     It  may  have  miscarried. 

Should  it  arrive  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Synod,  would  it  not 
be  best,  as  you  have  hitherto  done,  to  authorize  your  Committee  to 
publish  the  reply  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  United  Associate 
Church,  in  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  while  the  original  copy  will 
be  retained  to  be  placed  before  the  General  Synod,  next  year? 

Your  present  committee  consists  of  the  subscriber,   chairman, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ferris,  and  the  Elder,  Gov.  Vroom. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BROWNLEE,  Chairman. 

New.  York,  June  15,  1840. 
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It  is  respectfully  suggested  to  the  General  Synod,  that  they  ap- 
point a  new  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  or  reappoint 
the  present  one.  It  is  proper,  and  indeed  necessary,  that  two  of 
the  committee  be  residents  of  this  city,  in  order  that  they  may, 
without  loss  of  time,  easily  correspond  with  each  other,  on  the 
business  entrusted  by  you  to  them. 

W.  C.  B.  Ch. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  use 
their  discretion  in  publishing  the  reply  from  the  United  Associate 
Church  of  Scotland,  when  it  shall  arrive. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be 
reappointed. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Synod  proceeded  to  choose 
the  same,  when  the  Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elder, 
William  B.  Crosby,  were  chosen  Primarii,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
M.  Strong,  and  the  Elder,  Elisha  Wells,  were  chosen  Secundi. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent  a  part 
of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  exer- 
cises, conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten, 
D.  D.,  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  and  Nicholas  I.  Marcellus,  and  the 
Elders,  Thomas  Lippincott  and  Cornelius  R.  Suydam. 

Resolved,  That  a  Synodical  prayer  meeting  be  held  every  morn- 
ing during  the  present  session,  at  6  o'clock,  in  the  lecture  room  of 
the  Franklin  street  Church. 

The  committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
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It  is  refreshing  to  turn  from  the  excitement  and  weariness  of  our 
more  secular  matters,  and  to  cast  our  eyes  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  that  portion  of  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  committed  to 
our  charge.  Forgetting  for  a  few  moments  all  other  questions  and 
business,  we  pause  to  weep  together  for  the  desolations  of  Zion,  or 
to  rejoice  together  in  her  prosperity.  Whatever  differences  of 
opinion  we  may  entertain  on  other  subjects,  here  we  meet  upon 
common  ground,  and  with  common  sympathies. 

Eighteen  hundred  years  ago  the  ministers  of  Christ  were  direct- 
ed to  the  harvest-fields  of  the  church  ;  and  now,  looking  from  our 
present  position  abroad  upon  the  departments  of  labor  endeared  to 
us  by  our  tears  and  prayers,  we  still  find  them  demanding  the  un- 
ceasing care  and  industry  of  the  husbandmen.  Harvest  after  har- 
vest has  been  reaped  and  gathered  into  the  garners  of  eternal 
blessedness ;  multitudes  upon  multitudes  of  laborers  have  entered 
into  the  joy  of  their  Lord,  while  we  are  left  to  imitate  their  exam- 
ple, to  endure  their  trials,  to  be  animated  by  their  hopes. 

To  the  eye  of  sense,  the  progress  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  to  its 
final  glory,  seems  slow  indeed.     The  comparative  weakness  of  the 
instruments  employed  to  advance  its  interest  and  insignificance  of 
the  victory  gained  over  sin  and  death,  might  well  discourage  those 
who  are  accustomed  to  walk  by  sight.     But   the   ministry,  and 
means  of  grace  are  not  to  be  viewed  through  the  dim  medium  of 
human  calculation.     With  him  to  whom  a  thousand  years  are  but 
as  a  day,  the  process  of  a  world's  redemption  is  being  carried  for- 
ward with  all  the  energy  and  certainty  of  Almighty  wisdom.     In 
his  plans  of  grace,  as  in  his  ways  of  providence,  the    mightiest 
efforts  of  God's  benevolence  are  not  in  the  whirlwind,  or  in  the  fire, 
but  in  the  stillness  of  a  voice  which  penetrates,  pervades,  and  con- 
trols, wherever  it  comes.     The  whole  plan  of  redemption  is  an  ex- 
hibition of  the  triumphs  of  what  the  world  calls  weakness  over  all 
the  pride  of  earthly  strength.     Who  would  have  thought  had  he 
stood  beside  the  cross  where  the  bleeding  and  marred  form  of  the 
man  of  sorrows  hung  upon  it,  that  from  that  cross  was  to  issue  life, 
eternal  life  to  a  dying  world,  and  that  that  instrument  of  shame  and 
suffering  was  to  become  the  emblem  of  glory  and  happiness  to  re- 
joicing  millions  of  the  human  family  ? 
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We  are  obliged  to  strengthen  our  faith  with  these  reflections  be- 
fore  we  venture  to  congratulate  the  church  upon  the  labors  and 
success  of  the  past  year.  So  little  has  been  accomplished,  so 
much  remains  to  be  done,  that  it  would  seem  like  presumption  and 
arrogance  to  speak  of  success  in  the  midst  of  so  many  discourage, 
ments.  But,  when  we  call  to  mind,  that  God's  word,  like  the  snew 
and  rain,  shall  not  return  to  him  void  ;  if,  like  the  small  drops,  or 
the  light  flakes,  it  descends  too  often  unnoticed  and  forgotten,  yet 
shall  it  leave  somewhere  an  impress  for  eternity.  Terrible,  indeed, 
in  this  view,  is  the  responsibility  of  preachers  and  hearers.  It  is 
not  then  only  to  view  the  apparent  success  of  the  ministry,  that  we 
collect  the  religious  statistics  of  the  church,  but  it  is  to  deepen  our 
sense  of  past  remissness,  and  to  quicken  the  professing  people  of 
God  to  greater  diligence  in  the  divine  life. 

The  reports  from  the  particular  Synods  of  Albany  and  New- 
York,  although  deficient  in  details,  yet  speak  encouragingly  of  the 
state  of  the  churches  within  their  bounds.  The  classes  of  Albany, 
Greene,  Schenectady,  Ulster  and  Montgomery,  report  especial  out- 
pourings of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  churches  under  their  care. 
As  no  particulars  are  received  from  the  Particular  Synods  of  the 
progress  or  extent  of  the  work  of  grace  among  them,  we  are  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  which  would  be  derived  from  presenting 
at  this  time  a  more  minute  account  of  the  state  of  the  churches 
under  their  care ;  but  they  have  received  information  that  in 
various  places  an  unusual  attention  to  the  subject  of  religion  has 
prevailed.  From  the  reports  of  the  churches,  we  learn  that  nearly 
twelve  hundred  persons  have  been  added  to  them  during  the  last 
year,  upon  confession  of  their  faith  ;  and  also  that  there  are  now 
under  a  course  of  Sabbath  school  instruction,  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand children. 

The  various  benevolent  objects  of  the  church,  we  regret  to  find, 
are  not  sustained  with  the  liberality  becoming  its  resources,  or  re- 
quired by  its  exigencies.  Complaints  are  made  by  the  Missionary 
and  Education  Boards  of  the  General  Synod,  of  the  want  of  funds 
to  carry  out  their  plans  for  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ  at  home 
and  abroad.  These  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  The  first  duty  of  a 
Christian  is  to  consecrate  himself,  and  all  that  he  has,  to  the  service 
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of  his  Redeemer,  and  to  imitate  Him  who  gave  heaven's  costliest 
treasure  for  sinful  man.  The  silver  and  the  gold  are  the  Lord's, 
and  every  Christian  is  required  not  only  to  curtail  the  luxuries  of 
life^  but  even  to  deny  himself  many  of  its  common  enjoyments, 
that  he  may  abound  in  liberality. 

The  spirit  of  missions  is  the  cherished  spirit  of  the  church  of 
God  in  all  ages.  To  impart  to  others  the  light  and  joy  of  the  gos- 
pel, is  the  first  desire  of  a  heart  turned  from  the  idols  of  life  to  the 
love  of  Jesus.  We  rejoice  that  this  spirit,  in  a  measure,  remains 
with  us,  and  that  whenever  the  churches  are  appealed  to  on  this 
subject,  their  response  is  made  with  the  ardor  and  zeal  of  those 
who  feel  their  responsibilities  for  many  and  unmerited  favors.  It 
is  desirable,  however,  that  the  missionary  enterprize  should  not  be 
subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  a  transient  zeal.  The  supplies  for 
this  object  should  be  constant  and  unceasing.  As  our  churches 
multiply  and  converts  are  increased,  the  different  channels  of  be- 
nevolence should  be  enlarged,  and  send  forth,  from  year  to  year,  a 
larger  supply  for  the  wants  of  sinful,  degraded  man. 

This  has  not  hitherto  been  the  case,  and  this  defect  might  pro- 
perly awaken  the  inquiry  whether  the  spirit  of  worldliness  and 
covetousness  is  not  too  prevalent  among  us.  The  increase  of  our 
church  has  always  been  more  gradual  than  that  of  others  ;  but 
this  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  our  scanty  supply  of  ministers 
at  a  time  when  new  fields  of  labor  were  more  immediately  around 
us  than  at  present.  Now,  however,  we  do  not  labor  under  this 
disadvantage  ;  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  college  has  swelled 
the  streams  which  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  and  many  laborers 
will  soon  be  ready  to  go  forth  to  spread  in  various  directions  the 
truth  as  we  believe  and  love  it. 

We  have  now  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  churches,  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  ministers  in  our  connexion,  and  if  each 
church  will  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  as  its  means  may  war- 
rant,great  things  may  soon  be  spoken  of  our  department  of  the  house- 
hold of  faith.  Many  of  these  churches  are  feeble,  and  will  require 
the  aid  of  those  who  are  more  wealthy  and  established;  still  there  are 
many  cases  in  which  by  more  vigorous  efforts  on  the  part  of  these 
churches  themselves,   the  gospel  might  be  more  efficiently  sup- 
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ported  among  them.  It  is  a  lamentable  and  shameful  fact,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  church  generally  should  be  called,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  are  placed  in  situations 
in  which  it  would  seem  as  if  those  who  ought  to  minister  to  them  in 
temporal  things,  suppose  that  the  miracle  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  is  a 
standing  provision  for  the  ministry.  Many  a  faithful  pastor 
awakens  from  the  toils  of  the  Sabbath  to  the  realities  of  worldly 
cares  and  anxieties  about  the  support  of  his  family,  which  might  be 
relieved,  if  each  of  his  people  were  to  appropriate  to  his  support 
the  value  of  some  useless  toy,  or  the  cost  of  some  pernicious  habit. 
In  forty  years  we  have  only  added  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
churches  to  our  connexion.  Although  we  have  not  increased  in 
numbers  and  extent  as  rapidly  as  many  other  of  the  Christian  de. 
nominations  of  our  country,  yet  we  have  thus  far  enjoyed  more 
harmony  and  peace  than  some  of  them.  These,  however,  can  only 
be  continued  by  unremitting  watchfulness,  lest  there  be  any  root  of 
bitterness  springing  up  among  us.  By  a  sincere  and  jealous  love 
for  the  doctrines  of  our  church,  and  a  constant  diligence  to  exem- 
plify their  power  in  our  lives,  we  may  hope  to  preserve  the  unity  of 
the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

We  trust  that  pure  religion  is  increasing  throughout  the  world ; 
but,  let  us  not  mistake  the  external  appearance  of  the  chureh's 
prosperity  for  its  real  vigor  and  purity.  The  history  of  the  past 
should  convince  us,  that  it  is  not  when  she  rejoices  most  in  the  splen- 
dor of  her  garb,  and  the  multitude  of  her  admirers,  that  the  visible 
church  is  most  lovely  in  the  sight  of  God.  Her  time  of  greatest 
danger  is,  when  the  distinctive  features  of  her  loveliness,  her  zeal 
for  the  truth,  and  her  self-denial,  become  mingled  with  the  world's 
pride,  its  ostentation,  and  its  luxury.  The  judgments  of  God  have 
been  abroad  in  our  land  for  several  successive  years  ;  the  pesti- 
lence, the  fire,  the  tempest,  have  been  commissioned  to  chastise  a 
people  too  much  disposed  to  turn  their  liberty  into  licentiousness, 
and  their  abundance  into  motives  and  excuses  for  covetousness. 
Those  fearful  messengers  of  wrath  and  woe  have  spoken  to  the 
churches,  and  let  them  not  turn  again  to  folly. 

A  circular,  addressed  to  the  General  Synod,  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  New-York  State  Temperance  Society,  has  been 
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referred  to  your  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion.  It  properly 
says,  "  In  our  sanctuaries,  we  rest,  under  God,  our  best  hopes  for 
the  triumphs  of  temperance."  We  respond  to  the  sentiment — the 
pulpit  is  consecrated  to  the  best  interests  of  man,  and  we  hope  that 
the  ministers  of  our  church  will  not  cease  to  add  their  efforts  to 
those  of  the  wise  and  good  of  our  country,  in  driving  from  it  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  desolating  vices  that  have  ever  afflicted  our 
world.  But  let  them  not  forget,  let  not  the  church  forget,  that  the 
growing  love  of  display,  and  eager  haste  to  be  rich,  which,  for  the 
last  few  years  have  been  making  rapid  advances  upon  us,  are  not 
less  to  be  dreaded  than  more  unpopular  vices,  and  unless  the  voice 
of  alarm  is  heard  still  more  decidedly  than  ever,  proclaiming  the 
wrath  of  God  against  the  unrighteousness  of  man,  the  church  itself 
will  become  the  earliest  victim  of  its  own  supineness.  Under  the 
Old  Testament  dispensation,  the  splendor  and  costliness  of  religious 
services,  shadowed  forth  the  more  spiritual  adornments  of  a  simple 
and  humble  worship.  The  gospel  requires,  that  the  beauty  of  holi- 
ness constitute  the  glory  of  the  Lord's  house. 

The  church  needs  to  be  reminded  of  this.  Her  relations  and 
destiny  are  too  frequently  lost  sight  of  by  those  who  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  her  communion.  They  yield  too  easily  to  the  habits 
and  spirit  of  the  world.  She  is  a  light  shining  in  darkness,  until 
all  darkness  shall  be  driven  to  the  abodes  of  eternal  night.  Let 
her  members  therefore  act  as  children  of  the  day.  There  must  be 
greater  advancements  made  in  the  holiness  of  the  church  before 
she  can  assume  her  true  position  even  in  this  world.  The  lines 
which  separate  her  from  it,  must  be  more  deeply  and  distinctly 
drawn  before  she  may  go  forth  in  becoming  dress  to  meet  the  Lord 
and  bride-groom. 

Especially,  and  with  a  painful  sense  of  our  past  remissness,  are 
we,  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  church,  reminded  of  these 
things.  Every  return  of  that  period  which  brings  us  together  in 
our  General  Synod,  brings  with  it  a  voice  from  the  tomb.  One  and 
another  drops  from  our  ranks  ;  the  forms,  the  voices  of  those  whom 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  on  these  occasions,  are  missed, 
and  none  of  us  asks  where  are  they  ?  The  impressive  language  of 
silence  speaks  to  our  inmost  souls  ;  an  eloquence  too  mighty  for 
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words,  gives  the  departed  the  tribute  due  from  the  living  to  the 
dead.  And,  although  no  voice  speaks  it,  our  resolution  is  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  our  God.  During  the  last  year,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van 
Horne,  the  Rev.  Eli  Baldwin,  the  Rev.  David  S.  Bogart,  Rev.  Isaac 
Fisher,  and  Afvah  Neal  have  been  called  to  give  an  account  of 
their  stewardship.  The  places  which  once  knew  them  shall  know 
them  no  more  for  ever.  Another  year,  and  some  of  us  may  have 
our  names  announced  for  the  last  time  in  this  assembly  from  the 
roll,  not  of  the  living  but  the  dead — transferred  from  the  church  on 
earth  to  the  assembly  of  the  first  born  in  heaven. 

It  was  the  dying  words  of  the  eminently  useful  Richmond,  "  We 
are  but  half  awake."  It  is  even  so.  The  desolating  tide  of  sin  is 
sweeping  by  us,  carrying  with  it  its  myriads  to  eternal  woe.  The 
energies  of  earth  and  hell  are  combined  for  man's  destruction. 
We,  as  watchmen  and  soldiers,  are  to  alarm  the  unwary,  to  stem 
the  current  of  sin  ;  to  resist  the  adversary.  Our  influence  must  be 
decided  for  good  or  ill,  and  yet  how  imperfectly  we  fulfil  the  duties 
of  our  high  vocation.  Our  cry  to  the  church  is,  "  Brethren  pray  for 
us ;"  pray  that  we  may  be  more  devoted,  more  self-denying,  more 
courageous  than  we  have  hitherto  proved  ourselves  to  be  in  the 
mighty  contest  against  the  God  of  this  world. 

It  becomes  us  all  to  keep  constantly  before  us  the  loftiest  aims 
and  hopes  of  the  gospel.  The  shadows  of  earth  are  fading  around 
us.  Even  while  we  sit  here  in  deliberation,  tidings  of  sickness  and 
death  call  one  and  another  of  our  number  from  their  places  here 
to  attend  the  dying  bed  or  funeral  of  some  member  of  their  congre- 
gations. But,  these  events  should  only  serve  to  raise  us  above 
transient  things.  The  unfading  joys  of  the  upper  sanctuary  are 
before  us.  The  latter  day  glory  of  the  church  appears  to  be  rapidly 
hastening  on.  Fathers  and  brethren,  ministers  and  people,  let  us, 
by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing,  secure,  through  Jesus  Christ* 
our  Saviour,  eternal  life." 

G.  ABEEL,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  respectfully  report — That 
on  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  we  find  the 
following  on  page  26.  An  appeal,  by  the  Classis  of  Orange,  in 
the  case  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  in  which  case  the 
Particular  Synod,  at  their  special  meeting,  in  November  last,  re- 
versed a  former  decision  of  said  classis. 

On  page  28,  two  appeals  by  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  from  decisions 
of  the  Particular  Synod,  on  appeals,  made  by  him  from  decisions  of 
the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

On  pages  22  to  26,  a  long  reference  to  this  Synod,  in  relation  to 
the  striking  out  of  the  word  "  Dutch"  from  the  name  and  style  of 
our  church. 

On  page  31,  a  strong  recommendation  in  behalf  of  the  mission- 
ary enterprize  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  kind  and  fos- 
tering care  of  the  General  Synod. 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  the  fol- 
lowing items  are  found. 

On  page  22,  a  reference  on  the  subject  of  making  more  strict 
regulations  respecting  the  proceedings  of  several  churches,  in  sup- 
plying their  pulpits  with  stated  pastoral  services,  especially  the  in- 
troduction of  foreigners  into  the  church. 

On  page  23,  a  reference  on  the  use  of  the  forms  of  the  church. 
Also,  a  reference  on  the  subject  of  the  specific  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Consistorial  Minutes.  Also,  a  reference  in  relation  to  the 
manner  and  extent  of  dealing  with  baptized  members.  Also,  a 
reference  on  the  subject  of  vacant  churches  being  supplied  by  per- 
sons from  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches,  and  other 
places. 

Your  committee  find  nothing  on  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General 
Synod  which  they  deem  it  their  province  to  report  to  this  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  VAN  WAGENEN,  Chairman. 

Vol.  V.  48 
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Resolved,  That  the  appeals,  noticed  in  the  above  report,  be  re*' 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
alteration  of  the  name  and  style  of  the  church,  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  John 
C.  Cruickshank,  and  Philip  Duryea,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders  Teunis 
Swart  and  Samuel  Stryker. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  the  missionary  enterprize  in  the  valley  of  the  Missis, 
sippi,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  supplying  vacant  churchesr 
and  the  introduction  of  ministers  of  other  denominations  into  the 
church,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
James  Romeyn,  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  and  John  C.  Cruickshank,  and 
the  Elders,  Wilhelmus  Schuneman  and  Isaac  Cortelyou. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
forms  of  the  church  for  public  worship,  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George  Dubois,  Philip  Duryeay 
D.D.,  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Ten  Eyck  and 
Martin  Wyckoff. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  duties  of  Committees 
of  Classes  on  Consistorial  Minutes,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  relates  to  the 
manner  of  dealing  with  the  baptized  members  of  the  church,  when 
they  arrive  to  the  years  of  maturity,  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Thomas  De  Witt, 
D.D.,  and  Cornelius  Bogardus,  and  the  Elders  Thomas  Lippincott 
and  John  D.  Keese  ;  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  upon  the 
subject  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported, 
and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,  as  relates  to  the 
appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particu- 
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lar  Synod  of  Albany,  reversing  their  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the 
Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  respectfully  reports — 

That  the  subject  has  been  regularly  brought  before  Synod,  for 
their  judicial  investigation.  All  the  papers  and  documents  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  the  appeal  are  contained  in  the  Minutes 
of  the  Particular  Synod,  and  in  the  Minutes  of  Classis,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  M.  Ward  and  J.  B.  Ten  Eyck 
have  been  appointed  commissioners  to  defend  their  proceedings  in 
the  case. 

As  relates  to  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  from  the  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  refusing  to  sustain  his  second 
and  third  appeal  from  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  your  com- 
rnittee  respectfully  report — 

That  the  subject  has  been  regularly  and  constitutionally  brought 
before  Synod.  The  papers  and  documents  which  have  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  your  committee,  relating  to  the  second  appeal, 
are — 1.  The  original  complaint  of  Mr.  Best  to  the  Classis,  against 
the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Amity.  2.  The  decision  of  the 
Classis  in  the  case.  3.  The  appeal  of  Mr.  Best,  to  Particular 
Synod,  from  that  decision.  4.  The  proceedings  of  Particular 
Synod,  refusing  to  sustain  such  appeal ;  and  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Best,  together  with  the  reasons,  from  that  decision  to  the  General 
Synod.  All  which  are  herewith  presented,  to  be  read  in  the  trial 
of  the  appeal,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  arranged. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  papers  of  the  same  character, 
in  reference  to  the  third  appeal  of  Mr.  Best,  on  his  complaint 
against  John  Clute,  have  also  been  presented,  which  the  committee 
recommend  to  be  read  in  the  same  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  I.  MARSELUS,  Chairman, 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeals  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best, 
from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  refusing  to 


382  JUNE,  1840. 

sustain  his  second  and  third  appeals  from  the  Classis  of  Schenec- 
tady, which  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and 
Judicial  Business. 

The  President  having  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  judicial  business,  the  first  appeal  of 
Mr.  Best  was  taken  up.  The  appeal  was  tried  in  the  following 
order,  as  prescribed  by  the  last  General  Synod. 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  appellant  was  heard  by  his  counsel,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Van 
Wagenen. 

5.  The  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  was  heard  in  explana- 
tion of  the  ground  of  the  decision  of  the  Synod. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  members  expressed,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded — 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  not  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Robert  P.  Lee, 
and  the  Elder  Thomas  Lippincott,  be  a  committee  to  draw  up  the 
reasons  for  the  decision  of  the  Synod  in  this  case. 

The  commiltee  reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted. 

The  appeal  is  not  sustained,  because  it  appears  that  the  Consis- 
tory of  the  Church  of  Amity  actually  have  commenced  a  course  of 
discipline  with  the  individual  referred  to  in  Mr.  Best's  appeal,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  before  the  Synod  that  they  have  finally  relin- 
quished dealing  with  him. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  second  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham 
Best.     The  following  order  was  observed  : 
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1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  appellant  was  heard  by  his  counsel,  the  Rev.  Isaac  P. 
Labagh. 

5.  The  Rev.  John  B.  Steele,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  was  heard  in  explanation  of  the 
grounds  of  their  decision. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn,  the  roll  was  called  and  the  opinion 
of  the  members  expressed,  when  the  following  motion  was  made 
and  seconded — 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  John  Clute,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 
be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resolution,  excluding  those  from 
a  vote  who  had  voted  in  the  case,  either  in  the  Classis  or  Particular 
Synod,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Synod  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis 
of  Orange,  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  reversing  their 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten. 

The  President  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to  pass 
to  the  consideration  of  judicial  business. 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Ward  and  James  B.  Ten  Eyck  were  accredit- 
ed  as  commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  Orange,  to  defend  their 
appeal. 

The  following  order  of  procedure  was  observed  in  the  trial  of  the 
case. 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  Classis  of  Orange  were  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal, 
by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Ward,  one  of  their  commissioners,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Van  Vechten,  in  person,  and  by  his  counsel,  Rev.  James  Mur- 
phy. 
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5.  The  appellants  were  heard  in  reply  by  the  Rev.  James  B. 
Ten  Eyck,  one  of  their  commissioners. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  members  expressed,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded — 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  be  not  sustained  ;  be- 
cause, in  the  opinion  of  Synod,  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten  did  not  so 
refuse  explanation  of  the  points  on  which  he  was  suspected,  as  to 
subject  himself  to  suspension  without  trial,  according  to  the  pro- 
vision of  the  formula. 

The  question  having  been  taken  upon  this  resolution,  excluding 
those  from  a  vote  who  had  voted,  either  in  the  Classis  or  the  Par- 
ticular Synod,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as 
follows : 


AYES. 


John  Knox, 

C.  R.  Suydam, 

C.  D.  Westbrook, 

J.  M.  M'Auley, 

S.  H.  Meeker, 

C.  N.  Kiersted, 

P.  Goetchius, 

A.  Messier, 

C.  L.  Hardenbergh, 

R.  Wells, 

M.  Lusk, 

E.  J.  Danforth, 

W.  Eitinge, 

J.  Demarest, 

J.  P.  Labagh, 

M.  W.  Dwight, 

J.  Cortelyou, 

G.  W.  Bethune, 

J.  Van  Liew, 


C.  Ten  Eyck, 

J.  C.  Cruickshank, 

J.  H.  Van  Wagenen, 

J.  Lillie, 

J.  C.  Everts, 

A.  Heermance, 

B.  Van  Zandt, 
E.  J.  Willett, 

J.  Van  Vechten, 

J.  B-  Steele, 

A.  Bloomingdall, 

G.  Abeel, 

J.  A.  Liddell, 

J.  F.  Schermerhorn, 

G.  S.  Corwin, 

T.  B.  Gregory, 

J.  Romeyn, 

W.  Cahoone— 37. 
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NAYS. 

G.  Dubois,  G.  C.  Schanck, 

N.  Marselus,  A.  C.  Hilman, 

A.  Van  Nest,  S.  V.  E.  Westfall, 

T.  Lippincott,  F.  Markle, 

W.  B.  Crosby,  C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 

J.  A.  Van  Doren,  W.  Brush, 

J.  E.  Campbell,  M.  Schoonmaker, 

R.  Voorhies,  J.  P.  Knox, 

P.  Duryea,  D.  A.  Jones, 

A.  Alston,  T.  Swart, 

J.  Manley,  A.  H.  Myers, 

J.  D.  Cole,  C.  Bogardus, 

H.  Cunningham,  A.  Millspaugh, 

J.  R.  Van  Arsdale,  W.  Schuneman,— 29. 

C.  Van  Vliet,  Jr. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  E.  Holmes,  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck,  E.  P.  Stimp. 
son,  H.  B.  Stryker,  O.  H.  Gregory,  J.  P.  Pepper,  F.  H.  Vander- 
veer,  and  R.  P.  Lee,  and  the  Elder,  E.  Smith,  having  voted  in  the 
Particular  Synod  or  Classis,  were  excluded  from  voting  on  the 
above  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
Classis  of  Orange  be  directed,  unless  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten 
shall,  by  "  further  explanation,"  as  contemplated  in  the  formula, 
give  them  satisfaction  respecting  his  orthodoxy  on  those  points,  re- 
specting which  there  is  sufficient  ground  of  suspicion,  (for  which  a 
full  and  fair  opportunity  shall  be  allowed  him)  to  cause  charges  to 
be  regularly  tabled  against  him,  and  that  they  proceed  to  try  the 
same  in  a  constitutional  manner. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  this  resolution  being  called  for,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 

AYES. 

J.  Knox,  C.  Ten  Eyck, 

N.  I.  Marselus,  M.  Wyckoff, 

A.  Van  Nest,  J.  C.  Cruickshank, 
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C.  R.  Suydam, 
J.  M.  M'Auley, 
S.  H.  Meeker, 
C.  N.  Kiersted, 
W.  B.  Crosby, 
A.  Messier, 
R.  Wells, 
M.  Lusk, 
P.  Duryea, 
E.  J.  Danforth, 
W.  Eltinge, 
J.  Demarest, 
J.  P.  Labagh, 
J.  Cortelyou, 
S.  Smith, 
G.  W.  Bethune, 
J.  R.  Van  Arsdale9 

G.  Duboise, 

C.  D.  Westbrook, 

P.  Goetchius, 

J.  A.  Van  Doren, 

R.  Voorhies, 

C.  L.  Hardenbergh. 

J.  Manley, 

J.  D.  Cole, 

H.  Cunningham, 

J.  Van  Liew, 

J.  H.  Van  Wagenen; 

A.  C.  Hilman, 

S.  V.  E.  Westfall, 

E.  Holmes, 

F.  Markle, 


J.  C.  Everts, 
A.  Heermance, 

C.  Van  Vliet,  Jr. 
G.  C.  Schanck, 

D.  A.  Jones, 

E.  J.  Willet, 
T.  Swart, 

A.  H.  Myers, 

R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 

C.  Bogardus, 

A.  Blcomingdallj 

G.  Abeel, 

J.  A.  Liddell,  ) 

T.  B.  Gregory, 

J.  Romeyn, 

W.  Cahoone,— 39. 

WAYS. 

C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 

W.  Brush, 

M.  Schoonmaker, 

E.  P.  Stimpson, 
J.  P.  Knox, 

J.  B.  Steele, 
H.  B.  Stryker, 
J.  F.  Schermerhorn, 
R.  P.  Lee, 

F.  H.  Vanderveer, 
A.  Millspaugh, 

E.  Smith, 

G.  S.  Corwin, 
W.  Schuneman, 

T.  Lippincott,— 30. 


ARTICLE    IX. 

Church  Government. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  references  from  the 
Classes  of  Long-Island  and  Paramus,  relative  to  vacant  congrega- 
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tions,  and  the  introduction  of  ministers  of  other  denominations,  and 
of  foreigners  into  the  church,  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted, amended,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  of  the 
Classes  of  Paramus  and  Long  Island,  respecting  the  introduction 
of  foreign  ministers  into  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  respectfully 
report— That  they  recommend  that  the  following  regulations  should 
supersede  all  previous  legislation,  and  be  the  sum  of  their  enact- 
ments  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  1.  That  no  licentiate,  or  ordained  minister,  from  any 
other  ecclesiastical  body,  shall  be  received  into  any  Classis,  until 
they  shall  have  been  fully  satisfied,  either  by  documentary  evidence 
or  examination  of  his  competent  literary  qualifications  ;  and  by  ex- 
aminations  in  all  cases  in  the  presence  of  a  deputatus,  they  shall 
also  become  fully  satisfied  of  his  competent  theological  attainments, 
his  piety,  soundness  in  the  faith,  and  ability  to  teach  ;  and  shall 
have  received  his  entire  assent  to  the  standards  of  our  church  as 
to  doctrine  and  discipline. 

Resolved,  2.  That  if  any  candidate  or  minister,  applying  for 
admission  into  any  Classis,  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  Classis,  have 
sought  and  obtained  licensure  or  ordination  from  any  ecclesiastical 
organization,  for  the  sake  of  an  easier  admission  into  our  church 
than  upon  the  same  terms  enjoined  upon  our  own  students  at  New- 
Brunswick,  it  shall  be  considered  a  disqualification,  to  be  removed 
only  by  a  dispensation  from  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  3.  That  no  licentiate  shall  be  received  as  a  candi- 
date,  under  the  care  of  Classis,  or  be  privileged  to  minister  in,  or 
receive  a  call  from  our  churches,  unless  he  shall  have  spent  the 
same  amount  of  time  in  actual  attendance  on  theological  instruc- 
tion that  is  required  from  our  own  students,  and  any  deficiency  in 
this  respect  shall  be  made  up  by  study  at  our  own  seminary. 

Resolved,  4.  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  standing  committee  (on 
doctrine)  in  the  several  classes,  when  a  vacancy  occurs,  to  send  to* 
such  vacant  church  immediately,  a  list  of  the  licentiates  of  our  own 
seminary,  and  that  they  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  for  them  an 
early  hearing,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  consistories  of 
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Our  vacant  churches,  in  all  cases,  promptly  to  endeavor  to  obtain 
their  services. 

Resolved,  5.  That  whenever  a  church  becomes  vacant,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Classis,  to  exercise  guardianship  over  it,  and 
when  requested  by  the  consistory,  to  supply  it,  as  far  as  practicable, 
by  their  personal  services,  thus  preventing  the  disorganizing  influ- 
ences of  casual  and  indiscriminate  ministrations,  and  that  they 
maintain  such  a  supervision  over  it,  and  minister  such  aid  as  is 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  above  resolutions,  and  such  as  a  desti- 
tute church  is  entitled  to  claim  from  its  very  relations. 

Resolved,  6.  That  no  foreign  minister  be  received  on  mere  pri- 
vate letters  of  introduction  or  recommendation,  but,  that  in  all 
cases,  full  ecclesiastical  certificates  shall  be  required. 

Resolved,  7.  That  no  foreign  minister  shall  be  received  by  any 
Classis  unless  he  shall  have  undergone  a  probation  of  one  year, 
under  the  care  of  a  Classis,  and  shall  then  present  the  same  testi- 
monials, and  undergo  the  examination  required  by  the  first  of  these 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  8.    That  these   resolutions  be  inserted  in  some  con- 
spicuous place  in  the  Minute-books  of  the  respective  Classes. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  ROMEYN,  Chairman. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  on  the  reference 
from  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties  of 
Committees  on  Consistorial  Minutes. 

Resolved,  That,  according  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Consistories,  to  report  for  correction, 
adjudication,  or  advice,  all  matters  which  may  demand  the  action  of 
Classes. 

Resolved,  That   the  consideration  of  the   above  resolution  be 

postponed  to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

# 

ARTICLE    X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 

Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE    XI. 

Customs  and  Usages. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  use  of 
the  Forms  of  the  Church,  for  the  public  worship,  reported,  and 
their  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  use  of 
the  forms,  by  our  churches,  beg  leave  to  report — That,  in  the  third 
chapter  of  the  Constitution,  article  first,  under  the  head  of  Customs 
and  Usages,  they  find  this  subject  is  legislated  upon  as  far  as  at 
present  is  necessary  or  expedient.  Uniformity  in  our  modes  and 
forms  of  worship,  so  far  as  the  same  is  obviously  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  your  committee  believe  to  be  important,  and  ought  to 
be  required  of  all  our  churches,  and  they  recommend  that  the  seve- 
ral Classes  be  enjoined  to  adopt  prompt  measures  to  secure  the  ob- 
servance  of  these  forms  in  all  the  churches  under  their  care. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  DUBOIS,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XII. 

Schools  and  Christian  Education. 

The  First  Annnal  Report  of  the  General  Synods  Board  of  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  was  received  and  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Synod,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  respect- 
fully report  to  Synod,  that  no  addition  has  been  made  to  the  number 
of  Scholarships  reported  last  year.  The  plan,  however,  mentioned 
in  their  last  report,  and  approved  by  the  General  Synod,  for  raising 
the  amount  of  the  Scholarships  founded  some  time  since  to  $2000 
each,  has  been  adopted,  and  is  now  in  successful  operation. 

The  Board  have  also  the  pleasure  of  informing  Synod,  that  by 
the  payment  of  the  additional  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  Mr. 
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James  Bogert  has  raised  the  amount  of  the  Scholarship  bearing  his 
name,  to  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  scholarships,  therefore,  now  endowed,  and  productive,  are — 

I.  Van  Rensselaer.  2.  Rutgers.  3.  William  Patterson  Van 
Rensselaer,  4.  Cornell.  5.  Wyckoff.  6.  Heyer.  7.  Margaret 
Burgess.     8.  John  Clark.     9.  Isaac  L.  Kip.     10.  James  Bogert. 

II.  Tannika  Turk. 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  year,  forty. eight  young  men 
on  our  list  of  beneficiaries  ;  four  of  them,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  have 
relinquished  thei:  studies,  and  withdrawn  themselves  from  our  in- 
stitution,  leaving  on  our  funds  forty-four  young  men,  the  report  of 
whose  good  conduct,  and  attention  to  their  studies,  is  such  as  will 
gratify  the  friends  of  Zion. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  peculiar  anxiety,  both  to  the  bene- 
ficiaries and  to  the  members  of  your  board. 

Not  only  has  our  treasury  been  entirely  exhausted,  but,  from  the 
very  commencement  of  the  year,  there  has  not  been  a  single  month  on 
which  our  treasurer  was  able  to  meet  the  demands  made  on  him. 

We  have  been  compelled  constantly  to  anticipate  our  funds,  and 
still  have  been  under  the  painful  necessity,  in  many  instances,  of 
deferring  for  weeks  the  payment  of  our  dues. 

This  has  placed  some  of  our  beneficiaries  in  great  difficulty,  and 
in  some  instances  interfered  with  the  regular  prosecution  of  their 
studies. 

In  former  times  we  were  enabled  to  borrow  sums  to  meet  such 
temporary  difficulties,  but,  during  the  last  few  years,  such  facilities 
have  been  denied  us. 

The  Board  are  indeed  fully  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  making  any 
arrangements  to  meet  these  circumstances,  and  would  remark,  that 
the  only  mode  by  which  our  treasury  could  be  well  supplied,  is,  by 
the  churches  making  as  early  provision  as  possible  for  this  object. 
Were  the  several  churches  also  to  appoint  certain  fixed  periods  for 
taking  up  their  collections,  an  advantage  would  be  gained  by  the 
Board,  in  enabling  them  to  calculate  with  more  certainty  as  to  the 
times  when  they  might  expect  their  treasury  to  be  supplied  with 
the  needed  funds.  But  amid  all  our  difficulties,  a  kind  Providence 
has  smiled  upon  us,  and  your  Board  would  mention  it  as  a  subject  of 
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devout  thanksgiving,  that  we  have  been  able  to  maintain  our  pledge 
and  our  principle,  that  the  church  will  not  refuse  to  sustain  every 
proper  candidate. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  the  amount  of 
receipts,  during  (he  year,  is  84109.1,  making,  with  the  balance  on 
hand,  on  the  1st  June,  1839,  84414.62  ;  and  the  expenditure  has 
been  84432.73,  thus  making  a  balance  against  the  treasury,  of 
18.11. 

The  treasurer's  account  also  shows  that  there  remains  due  to 
beneficiaries,  on  the  31st  of  May,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  to  which,  if  the  amount  borrowed  from  the  trea- 
surer of  Synod,  in  advance,  on  scholarships,  (being  two  hundred 
dollars)  be  added,  it  shows  a  deficit  for  the  year  of  8538.11. 

A  letter  has  been  lately  received  from  the  pastor  of  the  Second 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  Albany,  informing  us,  that 
the  Education  Society  in  that  church  have  paid  to  the  beneficiary 
whom  they  have  undertaken  to  support,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars. 

The  following  are  the  persons  whose  term  of  service  expires  : 
John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Mr.  John  D. 
Keese. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  HUTTON,  Cor.  Sec'y. 
The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Synod  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 
The    Committee    on   Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  submit  the  following  report 

The  education  of  pious  and  gifted  young  men,  with  a  view  to  the 
sacred  ministry,  at  the  charges,  and  under  the  inspection  of  the 
church,  has  become  one  of  the  vital  subjects,  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Synod  is  annually  called. 

To  supply  the  continued  wants  of  the  churches  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  impair  our  means  to  redeem  pledges  already  given, 
and  at  the  same  time  not  to  lower  the  standard  of  our  ministry,  re- 
quires from  us  a  continual  care  to  keep   down  the  excess  of  our 
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pledges,  above  our  means,  by  excluding  such  young  men  as  may 
apply,  when  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  failure  in  the  revenue  to  sup- 
port them,  and  by  rejecting  and  cutting  off  others  who,  upon  an 
impartial  judgment,  may  not  promise  to  add  to  the  credit  and  useful- 
ness of  our  ministry; 

It  is  a  subject  of  mutual  gratulation  to  us  all,  that  the  funds  and 
means  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  to  assist  the  young  men 
already  referred  to,  in  their  preparatory  education,  are  so  ample. 
A  little  increase  of  our  yearly  collections,  with  the  accession  now 
and  then  of  a  new  scholarship,  and  due  attention  and  regard  to  the 
admission  and  continuance  of  students  among  the  sons  of  the 
prophets  upon  the  funds  and  means  provided  therefor,  will  be  all 
that  can  be  judiciously  and  safely  expended  by  us. 

The  Van   Benschoten  Fund,  on  the  1st  June,  1840, 

amounted  to,  $19,980  00 

A  balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer,  1,165  84 

Interest  still  due,  1,341  70 


Amounting  in  all  to  22,487  54 

The  amount  of  the  Miss  Knox  Fund  on  the  same  date,  is      2,000  00 

Interest  still  due,  $120  00 

From  which  deduct  balance  due  to  the  Treasurer,  72  14 

Leaves  a  balance  of  47  86 


24,535  40 


The  plan  for  raising  the  amount  of  the  scholarships 
meets  with  all  reasonable  success.  Mr.  James 
Bogert,  Jr,  with  an  enlarged  and  increasing  liberali- 
ty, by  the  payment  of  $300,  has  increased  his 
scholarship  to  $2,000. 

The  sums  already  invested  in  scholarships,  amount  to       21,700  00 

All  the  moneys  on  hand,  to  June,  1840,  $46,235  40 

The  receipts  of  the  Education  Board,  during  the  past  year,  from 
the  revenue  of  the  scholarships  and  the  collections,  amounted  to  the 
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sum  of  84,109  1 — to  which,  if  we  add  the  balance  on  hand   1st 
June,  1830,  the  sum  amounts  to  $4414.62. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Board  amounted  to  $4432.73,  leaving  a 

balance  due  to  the  treasurer,  of  $18.11 

Add  to  this  sum  what  is  due  beneficiaries,  320.00 

And  the  sum  borrowed,  200.00 


The  Education  Board  is  in  debt,  $538.11 

To  meet  the  payment  of  this  balance,  reliance  may  be  had  on  addi- 
tional collections  sent  in,  and  the  readiness  of  the  church,  upon  a 
due  knowledge  of  the  fact,  to  come  promptly  to  the  aid  of  the 
Board. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  foregoing  facts,  your  committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions. 

1.  That  the  Board  be  instructed  to  exercise  care  not  to  impair 
their  solvency  to  pay  the  appropriations  already  made,  by  taking 
any  more  beneficiaries  on  their  funds,  before  the  present  debt  is 
paid  off,  and  a  larger  revenue  be  procured. 

2.  That  the  Board  exercise  a  prudent  economy,  and  a  judicious 
retrenchment,  by  a  careful  selection  from  the  applicants,  the  most 
promising,  and  if  advisable,  by  striking  from  the  list  such  benefi- 
ciaries as,  by  reference  to  the  faculties  of  the  literary  and  theolo- 
gical institutions,  may  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  way  of 
objects  more  deserving  the  liberality  of  the  church. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Education  Board  be  instructed  to  observe 
all  such  young  men  as  may  abandon  the  prosecution  of  their  prepa- 
ration for  the  ministry,  or  may  retire  to  some  other  denomination, 
and  demand  from  them  the  repayment  of  what  they  have  received, 
and  that  in  case  of  their  failing  to  do  so  without  satisfactory  rea- 
sons, their  names  be  published  by  the  Board. 

Your  committee  have,  with  no  small  degree  of  interest,  examined 
the  First  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Synod's 
Sabbath  School  Union,  referred  to  them. 

This  Union  has  been  formed,  and  regularly  organized,  with  the 
name  of  William  Patterson  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Albany,  as  its 
President. 
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Conferences  have  been  had,  agreeably  to  invitations,  in  several 
of  our  respectable  congregations,  at  which  the  expressions  of  ap- 
probation were  highly  gratifying  and  spirited.  There  was  almost 
an  unanimous  approval  of  the  organization  of  a  Sabbath  School 
Board  by  the  General  Synod,  and  a  cordial  manifestation  of  a  hearty 
co-operation,  to  establish  a  more  uniform  system  of  Sabbath  School 
instruction. 

We  are  glad  that  the  invidious  system  of  rewards  has  been  dis- 
couraged by  the  Board,  not  only  from  the  consideration  of  the  prin- 
ciples involved,  but  of  the  great  expense  which  must  necessarily 
attend  it. 

The  report  of  this  Board  is  full  and  ample,  stating  all  their  diffi- 
culties, and  the  desiderata  in  the  commencement  of  their  operations, 
and  it  well  deserves  a  fuller  notice  than  the  report  of  a  committee 
can  give. 

The  Board  regret  the  necessity  of  their  being  dependent  on  the 
depositories  of  foreign  unions  for  religious  books  and  books  of 
elementary  learning. 

For  the  publication  of  such  books,  as  well  as  for  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  means  are  required  ;  the  Board  therefore  requests  from 
the  Synod  the  privilege  of  printing  and  publishing  the  Catechisms 
of  the  Church,  Bible  Questions,  a  Hymn-book;  Spelling-book,  and 
Primer. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adopting  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  General  Sy- 
nod's Sabbath-school  Union  have  permission  to  print  and  publish, 
with  the  imprimatur  of  a  special  committee,  therefor  appointed  by 
the  Board,  the  Catechisms  of  the  Church,  Bible  Questions,  a  Spel- 
ling-book and  Primer,  and  the  expenses  to  be  defrayed  from  their 
own  funds. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Board  have  permission  to  appoint  a 
special  agent,  for  one  year,  to  represent  the  cause  of  this  Union, 
and  to  secure  an  annual  revenue,  for  the  support  of  this  Union. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
By  order, 

CORNELIUS  D.  WESTBROOK. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education,  whose  term 
of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  following  were  elected  :  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  and  John  D.  Keese. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed, 
ed  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod's  Sabbath  School  Union,  whose  term  of  service  has  ex- 
pired. On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
elected,  viz  :  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Demund,  Frederic  F.  Cornell,  Philip 
Duryea,  D.  D.,  Mancius  S.  Hutton,  Abraham  Messier,  Samuel  A. 
Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  Jacob  Schoonmaker,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs. 
William  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Forrester,  Jacob  Brower, 
E.  W.  Conover,  and  E.  I.  Danforth. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers  College. 
The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  raise  funds  for  the  support  of  the  President  of  Rutgers  College, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 
The  committee   appointed  by  the  last  Synod,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  President  of  Rutgers  College, 
begs  leave  to  report — That  it  has  not  succeeded  in  the  object  of 
its  appointment.     Early  attempts  were  made  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  successful  issue  to  the  liberal  designs  of  the  Synod,  but  they 
were  met  by  discouragements,  which  the  financial  revulsion  of  the 
country  soon  after  perfected.     Under  these  circumstances  it  was 
unanimously  decided  by  those  of  the  committee  who  could  conve- 
niently be  assembled  in  the  city,  that  any  formal   attempt   at  pro- 
curing subscriptions,  could  result  in  nothing  but  a  signal  failure. 
Accordingly,  no   such  attempt  has  been  made,  and  it  is  believed 
that  no  attempt  could  now  be  made  with  any  prospect  of  success. 
By  order, 

S.  A.  VAN  VRANKEN,  Chairman. 

New-York,  June  4,  1840. 
Vol.  V.  50 
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The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers 
College  was  received  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  the  Rev.  Gustavus  Abeel,  Stephen  H.  Meeker,,  John  H.  Van 
Wagenen,  and  James  Romeyn,  and  the  Elders,  William  B.  Crosby, 
Cornelius  R.  Suydam,  Peter  Goetchius,  and  Cornelius  L.  Harden- 
bergh. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College  beg  leave  to 
present  to  General  Synod  their  Annual  Report. 

The  Report  recently  received  by  them  from  the  faculty  is  as 
follows  : 

"  The  number  of  students  on  the  college  roll  of  the  current 
year,  is  sixty-eight.  By  the  resignation  of  the^  Rev.  Dr.  Jane- 
way,  the  institution  has  been  deprived  of  his  valuable  services. 
Professor  Beck's  lectures  on  Chemistry  commenced  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter  session,  and  were  continued  till  the  7th  of 
April.  The  faculty  have  great  cause  to  be  thankful  to  God  for 
the  general  good  health  that  has  pervaded  the  institution  during  the 
past  year,  and  especially  that  the  deportment  of  the  students  has 
been  such  as  to  exclude  all  exercise  of  the  higher  acts  of  discipline 
upon  any.  Although  from  various  causes  it  might  have  been  pre- 
sumed that  the  number  of  students,  during  the  past  year,  would  be 
very  much  diminished,  and  confidence  in  the  institution  greatly  im- 
paired in  those  who  continued  within  its  walls,  yet,  by  the  over- 
ruling providence  of  God,  our  apprehensions  in  this  respect  have 
happily  not  been  realized." 

"  For  the  supply  of  the  means  yet  wanting  to  make  the  college 
in  all  respects  what  it  may  be,  and  we  doubt  not  soon  will  be,  this 
faculty  confidently  looks  to  the  piety  and  Christian  liberality  of  the 
members  of  the  Dutch  Church  at  large,  and  more  particularly  to 
the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  the  General  Synod,  so  shortly  to 
be  convened." 

In  connexion  with  the  above  report  of  the  state  of  the  college, 
as  received  from  the  faculty,  the  undersigned,  the  superintendents 
of  the  college,  respectfully  submit  to  the  Synod  the  conviction 
with  which  they  are  impressed,  that,  in  order  to  the  prosperity  and 
advancement  of  the  college,  the   confidence  of  the  Synod,  in  the 
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trustees  must  so  far  exist  as  to  leave  with  the  trustees  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  direct  supervision  and  control  of  the  institution,  and  to 
yield  to  them  the  moral  influence  of  the  Synod's  favor.  The  Board 
of  Trustees  is  composed  of  persons,  a  large  majority  of  whom  are 
ministers  and  lay-members  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and 
are  persons  whose  devotion  to  her  interests  is  not  to  be  questioned. 
Under  their  administration  the  college  has  accomplished  much. 
The  faculty  of  arts  is  composed  of  eminent  men,  mature  scholars, 
men  of  great  experience  and  devoted  industry.  The  young  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  educated  in  Rutgers  College,  have  reflected 
honor  upon  the  institution.  A  large  number  of  them  are  now 
among  the  most  efficient  of  the  ministry  of  the  church,  and  others 
of  them  are  distinguished  in  the  other  learned  professions.  The 
maintainance  of  the  college  and  seminary  appears  to  the  under- 
signed to  be  essential,  certainly  to  the  union  and  prosperity,  perhaps 
to  the  very  continued  existence  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  her  distinct 
organization. 

Frequent  attempts  at  a  change,  in  the  organization  of  the  col- 
lege, and  especially  when  such  attempts  are  unsuccessful,  exert 
upon  it  an  injurious  influence.  A  president,  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  college,  would  undoubtedly  add  to  its  efficiency.  The  sphere 
of  instruction  may  be  profitably  enlarged.  Increased  endowments 
are  imperatively  required.  At  the  same  time,  the  college,  as  it 
exists,  will  compare  favorably  with  the  other  colleges  of  the  land. 
We  earnestly  desire,  however,  that  it  may  be  carried  forward  to  the 
highest  elevation,  and  with  united  counsels,  under  the  divine  bless- 
ing, the  Dutch  Church  has  the  ability  to  make  it  all  that  its  friends 
desire  to  see  it.  When  the  college  was  revived,  there  was  a  har- 
mony and  unity  of  view  and  of  action.  The  same  state  of  feeling 
existed  when  the  transfer  of  property  was  made  by  the  trustees  to 
the  Synod,  and  the  same,  we  trust,  will  still  be  found  to  exist.  The 
trustees  are  a  permanent  body ;  their  meetings  are  frequent ;  they 
are  devoted  to  the  college  and  to  the  church,  and  the  undersigned 
are  unanimous  in  the  persuasion,  that  the  good  of  the  college  re- 
quires that  the  superintendence  of  the  institution,  the  appointment 
of  professors,  and  the  administration  of  the  funds  directly  applied 
to  its  support,  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees. 


398  JUNE,  1840. 

That  the  events  which  have  transpired  within  the  last  year  have 
had  a  material  as  well  as  an  unfavorable  influence  upon  the  college 
none  can  doubt.  The  promotion  of  its  immediate  prosperity,  either  in 
a  literary  or  pecuniary  point  of  view  must  very  much  depend,  under 
Providence,  upon  the  united  counsels  and  vigorous  efforts  of  the 
Synod  and  Board  of  Trustees.  We  say  united  counsels,  for,  with- 
out harmony  of  action  between  these  two  bodies,  we  feel  the  con- 
viction, that  under  present  circumstances,  we  may  look  in  vain  for 
the  rapid  growth  of  our  institution.  Without,  however,  reviewing 
in  detail  the  position  in  which  the  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
now  find  themselves,  we  cannot  but  indulge  the  confident  hope,  that 
the  united  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  two  bodies,  on  which  the  col- 
lege  depends  for  support,  will,  even  at  this  critical  juncture,  place 
the  institution  upon  a  permanent  and  successful  basis. 

SAMUEL  B.  HOW,  ^ 

C.  L.  HARDENBERGH, 

JOHN  KNOX,  ).  Sup'tendenU. 

ABM.  VAN  NEST, 

J.  J.  JANEWAY,  j 

May  29,  1840. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  above  was  referred,  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  superin- 
tendents  of  Rutgers  College,  are  aware  of  the  importance  and  deli- 
cacy of  the  subject  committed  to  them.  It  cannot  be  concealed, 
that  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  throughout  the  church,  both  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  relation  of  Rutgers  College  to  the  General 
Synod,  and  also  as  to  the  advantages  which  the  church  has  derived 
from  that  relation.  In  regard  to  the  relation  itself,  it  is  contended 
by  some,  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  is  a  mere  in- 
strument, in  the  hands  of  the  Synod,  having  no  will  of  its  own.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  claimed,  that  the  trustees  are  an  independent 
body,  chartered  for  specific  objects,  and  organized  with  suitable 
powers  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  those  who  first  originated  the 
plan  of  the  college,  and  secured  its  accomplishment  by  legislative 
enactment. 
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The  history  of  the  origin  of  the  college,  the  intention  of  its 
founders,  and  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  compact  at  present  exist- 
ing between  it  and  the  General  Synod,  may  aid  us  in  our  delibera- 
tions upon  this  subject.  The  college  originated  in  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  certain  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  to  enjoy  the  advan- 
tages of  an  institution  where  their  children  would  be  properly  in- 
structed, and  a  learned  ministry  be  furnished  to  the  church.  This 
was  the  especial  object  for  which  the  charter  was  obtained.  Hereto- 
fore young  men  had  been  sent  out  of  the  country  to  be  educated, 
and  it  was  considered  a  great  grievance,  by  many,  that  the  church 
had  to  depend  upon  foreign  universities  for  its  supply  of  ministers. 
All  this  is  set  forth,  in  express  language,  in  the  charter.  It  states, 
"  that  the  inconveniences  are  manifold,  and  the  expenses  heavy,  in 
either  being  supplied  with  ministers  of  the  gospel,  from  foreign 
parts,  or  sending  young  men  abroad  for  education ;  that  the  present 
and  increasing  necessity  for  a  considerable  number  to  be  employed 
in  the  ministry,  is  great,  that  a  preservation  of  a  fund  for  the  neces- 
sary uses  of  instruction,  very  much  depends  upon  a  charter." 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  charter  was  granted  to  the 
petitioners  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy. 

Here,  then,  were  specific  objects  urged  by  those  who  first  obtain- 
ed the  charter  of  Queen's,  now  Rutgers  College.  They  wished  to 
educate  their  sons  at  home,  to  provide  suitable  means  for  supplying 
the  church  with  a  learned  ministry  ;  and  to  secure  the  funds  for  this 
purpose,  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  who  should  be  bound  to  use  them 
according  to  the  intentions  of  the  original  founders  of  the  institu- 
tion. In  the  charter  it  is  expressly  stated  how  these  trustees  shall 
be  elected  :  a  And,  also,  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors, 
in  the  manner  above  directed,  as  often  as  the  place  of  any  one  or 
more  of  the  said  trustees  shall  become  vacant,  by  the  death,  re- 
moval, or  immoral  conduct  of  any  one  of  the  members,  (which  con- 
duct shall  be  determined  by  the  trustees,  or  the  majority  of  them,) 
shall  and  may  elect  and  appoint  in  the  manner  before  directed,  such 
other  trustee  or  trustees,  to  supply  the  place  of  him  or  them  so 
dying,  or  otherwise  becoming  unfit  or  incapable  to  serve  the  said 
college." 
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Here  are  rights  guaranteed  to  the  trustees  expressly  to  enable 
them  to  continue,  for  future  generations,  the  plans  and  objects  of 
the  institution,  without  the  control  or  interference  of  any  who  might 
be  disposed  to  direct  its  funds  to  other  purposes.  To  attempt  any 
alteration  of  the  charter  so  as  to  lessen  the  number  of  the  trustees, 
or  to  remove  any  of  them  for  other  reasons  than  those  specified 
therein,  would  undoubtedly  be  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  those 
who  have  committed  this  institution  to  the  guards  and  restrictions  of 
chartered  rights. 

The  college  did  not,  for  many  years  after  its  charter  was  obtain- 
ed, answer  the  hopes  of  its  founders  ;  it  gradually  declined,  and  its 
exercises  were  finally  suspended.  At  different  intervals,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  church  was  directed  to  it,  with  the  hope  of  reviving  it, 
and  making  it  subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  religion 
and  truth.  These  efforts  were  attended  with  little  success  until  the 
year  1825.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  in  all  these  at- 
tempts,  the  trustees  were  treated  as  a  co-ordinate  and  independent 
body.  Committees  were  appointed  by  General  Synod  to  confer 
with  committees  from  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  all  acts  were  per- 
formed by  mutual  agreement  between  the  two  bodies  as  between 
parties  having  mutual  and  unalienable  rights.  Indeed,  we  find  upon 
the  minutes  of  Synod,  in  1817,  a  reference  to  some  attempts  to 
remove  the  theological  seminary  from  the  college,  and  in  the  re- 
port which  speaks  of  that  attempt  there  is  an  express  acknowledg- 
ment that  such  a  separation  could  not  take  place  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  trustees. 

In  1825,  another  and  more  successful  effort  was  made  to  revive 
the  literary  and  theological  department  of  Rutgers  College.  The 
main  features  in  this  plan  were  as  follows  : 

1.  The  General  Synod  allowed  the  trustees  the  use  of  such  parts 
of  the  college. edifice  as  should  be  designated  and  pointed  out  by 
the  professors  as  necessary  for  the  said  exercises  during  their  con- 
tinuance. 

2.  The  professors  of  the  theological  college  were  to  have  such 
literary  duties  assigned  them,  in  Queen's  College,  by  the  General 
Synod,  as  the  Synod  should  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
mutual  interests  of  both  institutions. 
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3.  The  trustees  of  the  college  should  appoint  the  professors  of 
languages,  and  of  mathematics,  and  thereafter  appoint  such  addi- 
tional professor  or  professors,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Synod,  as  might  become  necessary,  and  the  funds  and  income  of 
said  college  would  warrant, 

4.  One  of  the  professors  of  the  theological  college  should  be 
appointed  the  president  of  Queen's  College  by  the  trustees. 

5.  The  income  of  the  funds,  arising  from  the  donations  of  Rev. 
E.  Van  Benschoten,  and  Miss  R.  Knox,  deceased,  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  indigent  students  in  the  literary  and  theolo- 
gical departments  of  the  college,  according  to  such  regulations  as 
the  General  Synod  and  Board  of  Trustees  had  established,  or 
should  hereafter  establish,  to  carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  intent 
of  the  donors. 

6.  The  salaries  of  the  professors  of  languages  and  mathematics 
to  be  paid  by  the  trustees  out  oi  the  funds  and  tuition-money  of 
Queen's  College,  and  the  over-plus,  if  any,  to  be  disposed  of  in 
such  manner  as  the  trustees  and  General  Synod  should  mutually 
determine  ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  General  Synod  should  be 
necessary  to  fix  or  alter  the  amount  of  said  salaries. 

7.  The  General  Synod  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  theological  pro- 
fessors, including  the  President  of  Queen's  College,  out  of  the  funds 
or  income  of  the  theological  college,  so  far  as  shall  be  requisite 
after  the  payment,  by  the  trustees  of  Queen's  College,  of  the 
annual  proceeds  of  the  professoral  fund,  to  the  Professor  of  Didac- 
tic and  Polemic  Theology  ;  and  in  case  the  income  of  Queen's 
College  should  at  any  time  prove  inadequate  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  professors  of  languages  and  mathematics,  and  natural  philoso- 
phy, the  General  Synod  was  to  make  up  such  deficiency. 

8.  The  General  Synod  and  the  trustees  each  appoint  three  per- 
sons, who  are  a  board  of  superintendents  of  Queen's  College,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  advise  with  the  faculty  and  prescribe  the  course  of 
studies  in  said  college,  and  all  such  regulations  relative  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  discipline  thereof,  as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to 
promote  its  permanent  interest  and  usefulness. 

These  portions  of  the  covenant,  made  between  the  General  Synod 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  are  here  selected  as  showing  the  very 
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close  and  intimate  connexion  between  both  bodies,  and  particularly 
to  hold  up  before  the  church  the  fact,  that  the  Synod  have  all  the 
control  over  the  college  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  have  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  Synod  appoints  its  own  professors,  and  has  a  concurrent 
voice  in  the  appointment  of  an  additional  professor  or  professors  of 
the  college,  and  in  the  fixing  and  altering  the  amount  of  their  sala- 
ries.  The  treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  must  be  the  treasurer 
of  the  college.  The  General  Synod  appoints  three  of  its  members 
to  prescribe  the  regulations  of  the  college  ;  and  besides  all  this, 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  with  the  exception  of  four  persons,  are  all 
members  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

The  covenant  was  altered  at  the  last  meeting  of  Synod  so  as  to 
separate  the  offices  of  president  of  the  college  from  that  of  pro- 
fessor of  theology. 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  connexion  between  the  Synod 
and  college  has  been  productive  of  the  result  contemplated  by  its 
founders  ?  We  have  seen  that  their  object  was,  to  educate  the 
children  of  the  church,  and  to  supply  it  with  an  educated  and  pious 
ministry.  Since  the  revival  of  the  college,  in  1825,  hundreds  of 
young  men,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  were  sons  of  the  church, 
have  been  prepared  for  usefulness  in  the  world  or  the  church.  The 
alumni  of  Rutgers  College  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  other 
college  in  the  union.  Since  1812,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
ministers  of  the  gospel  have  gone  forth  from  your  theological  hall 
at  New-Brunswick,  to  proclaim  to  dying  men  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ.  Many  of  them  fill  high  and  responsible  stations 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  most  of  them  have  been  faithful  laborers 
in  the  corner  of  the  vineyard  committed  to  your  charge. 

God  has  signally  blessed  your  college  with  the  choicest  of  his 
gifts — the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  our  church  is  now  reaping  the  benefits 
of  the  gift  in  a  blessing  so  large  that  you  have  not  room  to  hold  it. 
The  forty-three  young  men  now  training  in  your  seminary,  are  the 
fruits  of  that  revival  which  God  has  sent  to  awaken  us  from  our 
apathy,  and  to  make  us  ashamed  of  our  divisions. 

And  is  this  a  time  for  any  other  feelings  than  those  of  mutual 
love  and  confidence  among  ourselves  ?    Surely  not.     Life  is  too 
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short,  and  its  consequences  too  tremendous  to  allow  us  with  impu- 
nity to  fritter  it  away  with  altercations  and  conflicting  interests. 

We  know  that  to  these  sentiments  we  have  a  response  in  every 
man's  bosom  who  loves  Christ  and  his  church.  And  confident  of 
that,  we  fear  not  to  ask  of  this  Synod  a  union  of  heart  and  hand  in 
relieving  the  institutions  of  our  church  from  their  present  embar- 
rassment. Those  institutions  are  dear  to  us  all,  and  no  true  friend 
©f  the  church  would  wish  to  see  either  sink.  None  but  a  traitor 
to  her  interests  would  dare  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  causing 
their  decline.     But  what  shall  be  done  ? 

It  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  the  relation  existing  between  the 
Synod  and  the  trustees,  that  nothing  can  be  accomplished  without 
mutual  agreement  between  them.  Your  committee  feel  that  the 
college  is  intended  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  church.  But  then 
it  was  to  do  so  as  a  chartered  body.  Its  form,  its  mode  of  operating, 
were  fixed  ;  in  a  word,  all  its  machinery  was  put  together  long  be- 
fore the  Synod  had  an  existence.  This  form  and  machinery  were 
secured  to  it  by  its  founders.  They  are  common  to  all  similar  in- 
stitutions, and  no  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  friends  of  litera- 
ture to  alter  them.  To  modify  it  so  as  to  subject  it  to  the  regula- 
tions of  General  Synod  would  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the  church. 
The  conflicting  opinions,  the  oftentimes-hurried  deliberations  of  such 
a  body,  would  never  suit  the  objects  of  an  institution,  whose  pros- 
perity mainly  depends  upon  the  stability  of  its  plans  and  operations. 
The  Synod  do  now  possess  every  advantage  that  can  be  derived 
from  their  wisdom  and  advice.  And  your  committee  cannot  see 
how  that  advantage  can  be  increased  by  any  closer  connexion  with 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  resolutions  passed  last  year  by  General 
Synod  interfering  with  the  appointment  of  the  president  of  the  col- 
lege, affords  an  additional  proof  that  taking  off  the  responsibility  from 
the  trustees,  only  deprives  us  of  their  efficiency  ;  for  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  to  their  individual  efforts,  the  church  owes  her  present 
funds  for  the  education  of  her  sons  and  ministers.  These  men  have 
been  faithful  servants.  Through  good  report  and  evil  report,  they 
have  given  their  time  to  the  most  unthankful  and  self-denying  duty 
of  soliciting  money  for  your  institutions.    Their  days  and  nights  are 
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devoted  to  secure  to  the  church  the  benefits  contemplated  by  the 
charter  under  which  they  act. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  that  there  are  other  objections  to  the 
alterations  made  last  year,  in  the  agreement  between  the  Synod  and 
board,  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a  president  of  the  col- 
lege. If  the  board  must  wait  for  the  action  of  Synod  to  confirm 
the  nomination  of  a  president,  it  is  evident  that  the  college  may  be 
left  for  years  without  a  head  ;  for  few  persons,  nominated  to  such 
an  office,  would  be  willing  to  commit  themselves  until  they  were 
elected,  and  as  such  election  would  only  take  place  after  the  meet- 
ing of  Synod,  the  declinature  of  the  candidate  would  leave  the  office 
vacant  until  another  meeting  of  Synod.  Such  has  been  the  result 
of  the  arrangement  made  during  the  last  session  of  Synod. 

The  wishes  of  the  church  in  this  matter  will  no  doubt  be  best 
secured  by  restoring  to  the  board  the  full  power  of  selecting  and 
appointing  their  president,  according  to  the  original  covenant  of 
1825. 

The  want  of  means  has  been  a  serious,  and  to  many  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  suitable  person  to  fill 
that  office.  Your  committee  believe  that  this  difficulty  might  be  to 
some  extent  obviated  by  a  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the  present 
professors  in  the  college,  and  a  strenuous  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
trustees,  to  raise  additional  funds. 

In  regard  to  the  other  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Synod, 
at  their  last  session,  in  reference  to  the  college,  your  committee 
conclude  that  they  must  of  necessity  be  retained.  The  separation  of 
the  presidency  of  the  college  from  the  theological  department,  the 
plan  of  the  professoral  duties,  and  the  means  for  obtaining  a  litera- 
ture fund,  are  valuable  improvements,  and  therefore  should  be  per- 
mitted to  remain. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  your  committee  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  regard  Rutgers  College  with  great 
interest,  not  only  as  an  institution  calculated  to  diffuse  the  blessings 
of  education  generally,  but  especially  as  a  most  important  aux- 
iliary in  training  the  rising  ministry  of  the  church. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  of  Rutgers 
college,  to  appoint  a  president  of  said  institution  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  salaries  of  the 
professors  of  the  college  should  be  reduced,  so  that  the  excess,  to- 
gether with  other  means,  may  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a 
president. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Synod,  the  efficiency 
of  the  college  depends  mainly  upon  the  wise  and  energetic  admin- 
istration of  its  affairs,  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  to  the  said 
board  the  Synod  refer  its  whole  administration,  embracing  the  ap- 
pointment of  professors  and  instructors,  providing  and  disbursing 
the  funds  of  the  college,  and  controlling  and  directing  its  concerns 
generally;  and  that  the  Synod  repeals,  on  its  part,  all  former  ac- 
tion on  this  subject,  which  may  or  can  interfere  with  the  tenor  of 
this  resolution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  of  Rut- 
gers  College,  to  make  immediate  efforts  to  increase  the  endow- 
ments of  the  college,  and  that  their  efforts  be  commended  to  the 
favorable  regard  of  all  the  friends  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  theological  professors  be  requested  to  con- 
tinue to  the  college  such  services  as  they  have  heretofore  render, 
ed,  or  such  services  not  interfering  with  their  duties  in  the  theolo- 
gical seminary,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  trus- 
tees. 

7.  Resolved,  That  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  otherwise  ar- 
ranged, tuition-fees  be  allowed  for  the  beneficiaries  in  the  college. 

8.  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  William  B.  Crosby,  Cornelius  R.  Suy- 
dam,  and  Christian  Kiersted,  be  appointed  by  the  Synod  a  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Trustees,  with  power  to  make  such 
alterations  in  former  arrangements  as  are  now  proposed. 

G.  ABEEL,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  treasurer  of  Rutger's 
College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 
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To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — ■ 

The  following  young  men  have  received  aid  from  the  Van 
Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  from  April  1,  1839,  to  April  1,  1S40, 
viz :•• 

John  Watson, 


A.  C.  Millspaugh,     . 

120 

W.  E.  Turner, 

120 

F.T.Drake,             . 

120 

C.  Spaulding,                                       '. 

120 

G.  M.  P.  Myer, 

120 

E.  Vedder,                . 

120 

R.  Willis,                 . 

120 

A,  B.  Winfield,         . 

120 

$1080 

Amount  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  1st  April,  1840,  819,980.00 
Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer,  1,165.84 

Interest  due  on  said  fund,  1,341.70 


Amount  of  the  Knox  Fund, 
Balance  due  the  treasurer? 
Interest  due  on  said  fund, 


2,000.00 

72.14 

120.00 


There  are  at  this  time  nine  young  men  on  the  funds,  and  they 
will  all  remain  for  the  ensuing  year.  Nothing  has  been  received 
from  the  churches  for  the  benefit  of  the  college  except  the  amount 
stated  in  my  last  report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

P.  SPADER, 
Treasurer  Rutgers  College. 
New -Brunswick,  June  1,  1840. 

Resolved,  That  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College  be  authorized 
to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  allowance  for  the  support  of  the  benefi- 
ciaries on  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Miss  Knox  Funds,  the  fees  of 
their  tuition  in  the  college,  and  that  a  like  authority  be  given  to  the 
Board  of  Education  in  reference  to  their  beneficiaries. 
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ARTICLE    XIV. 

Professorate. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  report,  that  they  have  given 
to  the  several  documents  referred  to  them  a  careful  attention,  and 
submit  to  the  Synod  the  following  as  the  result : 

1.  In  reference  to  the  Theological  Seminary,  The  report  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary  presents 
a  list  of  thirty-six  young  gentlemen,  students  in  theology,  who 
were,  at  the  time  of  the  annual  examination,  in  July,  1839,  connect- 
ed with  the  institution.  The  report  bears  its  testimony  in  favor  of 
the  ability  and  fidelity  of  the  professors,  the  exemplary  deportment 
of  the  students,  the  high  satisfaction  afforded  to  the  board  by  the 
result  of  the  examination,  and  the  prospect  afForded  that  the  church 
will  continue  to  realize  all  her  best  hopes  from  her  school  of  the 
prophets.  Your  committee  have  evidence  before  them  that  a  mis- 
sionary spirit  still  pervades  our  theological  school,  and  that  its 
whole  condition  is  of  a  satisfactory  character.  In  reference  to  it 
your  committee  have  no  suggestions  to  make,  and  simply  commend 
it  to  the  continued  confidence  and  care  of  Synod.  To  it  the  church 
looks,  under  her  divine  head,  as  the  great  source  of  her  ministerial 
supply. 

2.  The  Board  of  Corporation.  The  various  documents  from 
this  board  are  of  a  satisfactory  character  ;  the  matters  entrusted  to 
it  are  attended  to  with  intelligence  and  fidelity.  The  pecuniary  in- 
terests of  the  Synod  are  well  administered;  its  funds,  as  far  as  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  board,  are  carefully  invested,  and  the  ac- 
counts kept  in  a  form  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible.  The  board 
report  to  Synod  their  apprehension,  that  in  a  very  few  cases,  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  the  subscriptions  to  the  $30,000  fund  will  not 
be  realized.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Board  of 
Direction  should  be  instructed  to  employ  their  best  efforts  to  collect 
the  subscriptions  to  this  fund,  and  invest  the  several  amounts  as  the 
other  funds  of  Synod  are  invested. 


408  JUNE,  1840. 

3.  The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
Fund  for  the  support  of  the  President  of  Rutgers  College. — 
The  efforts  of  this  committee  have  not  proved  successful. 

4.  The  case  of  Mr.  Barnabas  Collins.  Mr.  Collins  having 
spent  one  year  in  the  theological  seminary  in  New-Brunswick,  and 
having  also  attended  to  the  study  of  theology  elsewhere  for  the 
two  previous  years,  prays  for  a  dispensation  in  his  case,  so  that  he 
may  be  admitted  to  an  examination  at  the  close  of  the  present  year, 
with  a  view  to  his  licensure. 

Your  committee  sympathize  with  Mr.  Collins  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  is  placed,  and  their  feelings  would  prompt  them 
to  urge  his  request,  but  the  enactments  of  the  Synod  in  reference 
to  such  cases,  and  their  clearly  expressed  sentiments,  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  do  so. 

5.  Jacob  A.  Lansing.  In  reference  to  this  case,  from  the  me- 
morial placed  in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
L.,  having  pursued  classical  and  scientific  studies  for  three  years, 
is  desirous  of  being  admitted  as  a  student  in  theology,  in  our  theo- 
logical seminary  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  year,  and  re- 
quests a  dispensation  in  his  case,  in  reference  to  whatever  in  the 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  seminary  may  interfere  with  such 
admission.  Your  committee  would  not  on  light  grounds  interfere 
with  the  established  rules  and  usage  of  the  church.  They,  how- 
ever, regard  the  case  of  Mr.  L.  as  very  peculiar.  The  dealings  of 
Divine  Providence  toward  him  have  been  of  an  unusual  character. 
He  is  now  about  forty-seven  years  of  age.  He  is  represented  to 
your  committee,  by  satisfactory  evidence,  documentary,  and  oral  on 
the  part  of  several  brethren,  who  have  known  him  long,  as  a  man 
of  gifted  mind,  ardent  zeal  and  piety,  and  singularly  endowed  with 
qualifications  for  usefulness  in  the  church.  Taking  into  view  the 
whole  case,  the  age  of  Mr.  L.,  his  talents  for  usefulness,  his  lite- 
rary attainments,  and  ardor  in  his  studies,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  his  request  should  be  granted,  and  do  not  apprehend 
that  the  case  will  form  any  dangerous  precedent.  They  therefore 
recommend  that  Mr.  L.  be  admitted  by  the  superintendents  of  the 
theological  school,  to  examination  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ap- 
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plicants  are  admitted,  with  a  view  to  his  being  received  as  a  stu- 
dent in  our  theological  seminary. 

6.  Richard  Halloway  Steele.  This  young  gentleman  is  re- 
commended  by  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  as  a  suitable  person  to 
receive  aid  from  the  education  funds,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his 
studies,  with  a  view  to  the  ministry.  Your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Steele  is  entitled  to  be  recommended  to  the  trus- 
tees of  Rutgers  College,  to  receive  aid  from  the  Van  Benschoten 
fund  ;  and  in  case  that  there  is  no  vacancy  found  upon  this  fund, 
he  be  referred  to  the  Synod's  Board  of  Education.  They  propose 
to  Synod  this  course  of  action  in  the  case. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  KNOX,  Chairman. 

The  period  for  which  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  were  elected,  having  expired,  Synod  proceeded 
to  a  new  election.  Nominations  were  received  from  the  South 
Classis  of  New-York,  Classes  of  Long-Island,  Bergen,  Passaic, 
Poughkeepsie,  Paramus,  New-Brunswick,  Albany,  Washington, 
Montgomery,  Ulster,  Schenectady,  Schoharie,  Cayuga,  and  Orange, 
which  were  confirmed. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  to  report  dou- 
ble the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to  choose  members  for  the 
classes  which  have  not  nominated.  The  committee  reported,  and 
the  election  took  place  accordingly.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  persons  chosen  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  for  the  present  year,  viz  :  Rev. 
James  M.  Matthews,  D.  D.,  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Ransford  Wells, 
Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  John  C.  Van  Liew,  Garrit  C.  Schenck, 
Isaac  P.  Labagh,  Cornelius  Van  Cleef,  Peter  Labagh,  John  P. 
Knox,  Brogun  HofF,  Isaac  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Benjamin  B.  Westfall, 
John  H.  Pitcher,  Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyke,  John  B.  Steele,  Thomas 
Fraser,  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  John  W.  Ward. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE    XVI. 

Church  Visitation. 
Nothing  occurred. 


Nothing  occurred. 


ARTICLE    XVII. 

Prevailing  Sins. 

ARTICLE    XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  submitted  his 
annual  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Pethune,  D.  D.,  the  President  of  the  last  Gene- 
ral Synod,  laid  before  Synod  two  letters  which  he  had  received 
from  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Esq.,  Charge,  &c.  at  the  Hague,  rela- 
tive to  the  letter  ordered  by  the  last  Synod,  to  be  sent  to  the  King 
of  Holland,  on  the  subject  of  the  missions  of  the  church  in  Nether- 
lands India,  which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

The  annual  missionary  sermon  was  preached  before  the  General 
Synod  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Sabbath  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  corner  of  Fourth  street  and 
Lafayette  Place,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  from  John 
xii.  31,  82. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 
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The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted, adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report — 
That  the  good  work  of  spreading  the  glorious  Gospel  and  extend- 
ing the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  has  not 
been  intermitted  during  the  past  year  ;  God  in  his  providence  has 
given  a  new  impulse  to  the  operations  of  both  Boards  of  Mission* 
under  the  care  of  this  Synod. 

The  Board  of  Domestic  Missions.  The  action  of  the  Synod, 
at  its  last  meeting,  has  had  a  tendency  to  extend  their  views  of 
what  was  the  field  of  their  labor,  enlarge  their  sphere  of  opera- 
tion, and  quicken  efforts  to  enter  in  and  cultivate  it;  The  state  of 
their  treasury  shows  the  benefit  of  such  a  state  of  things.  The 
receipts  during  the  past  year  have  been  84,237.  During  the  pre- 
vious year  their  actual  receipts  from  the  churches,  aside  from  a 
balance  remaining  on  hand  and  a  legacy,  was  only  $3,405.95  ; 
$831.05  less  than  they  now  report.  There  is  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  amounting  to  $83.20,  while  there  are  orders 
due  and  remaining  unpaid  for  want  of  funds,  amounting  to  $669, 
leaving  an  actual  deficit  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  $585.80. 

Appropriations.  The  following  churches  have  been  aided 
from  the  funds  of  the  Board,  viz  : — Mount-Pleasant,  Clover-Hill, 
Roxborough,  Middletown,  Newark,  Nyack,  Little  Falls,  Stone- 
House  Plains,  Brooklyn,  Oysterbay,  Bloomingdale,  Unionville, 
German  Church,  N.  Y.,  Hyde-Park,  Newburgh,  Dashville  Falls, 
Clove,  Olive,  Roxbury,  Hudson,  Easton,  Cahoes,  Swart-town, 
Albany,  Salem,  Canastota,  Jamesville,  Chittenango,  Tyre,  Sand- 
Beach,  Caroline,  Mount  Morris,  Buffalo,  in  all  thirty-four  feeble 
churches,  who  have  experienced  the  fostering  care  of  the  Synod, 
through  their  Board,  and  been  encouraged  and  built  up.  Among 
them  all,  Sand-beach  is  conspicuous  as  having  declined  voluntarily 
to  renew  her  application  for  aid.  Are  there  no  others  who  ought 
to  emulate  her  example,  and  do  likewise  ? 

In  the  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that, 
strictly  speaking,  there  have  been  no  missionary  operations  carried 
on  during  the  past  year.     Those  churches  only  have  been  aided 
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who  enjoyed  the  services  of  a  pastor  or  stated  supply,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part ;  and  a  large  moiety  of  the  whole  amount  has 
been  given  to  a  few  congregations.  In  the  foregoing  catalogue 
your  committee  also  perceive  the  names  of  several  who  have  ex- 
perienced the  bounty  of  Synod  almost  since  the  first  commence- 
ment of  its  missionary  operations.  This  fact  ought  to  lead  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  those  churches. 

The  committee  lament  that  they  have  not  been  furnished  with 
any  view  of  the  state  of  the  congregations  aided  by  the  Board.  It 
is  however  reasonable  to  believe  that  many  of  them  have  been 
greatly  encouraged  and  strengthened,  souls  born  into  the  kingdom, 
and  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  glorified. 

The  committee  experience  great  pleasure  in  reporting  to  Synod 
that  the  effort  to  extend  our  church  in  the  great  valley,  contempla- 
ted and  recommended  by  the  last  Synod,  has  been  commenced 
under  favorable  auspices.  The  plan  of  the  Board  is  to  secure,  as 
soon  as  possible,  a  complete  ecclesiastical  organization  there,  by 
establishing  a  Classis  in  each  of  the  states  of  Michigan,  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  and  from  these  to  form  a  Particular  Synod. 
Some  of  the  incipient  steps  to  complete  this  plan  have  already 
been  taken.  The  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  have  authorized  the 
organization  of  three  of  these  Classes,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  churches  have  been  formed  and  ministers  settled  to  meet  the 
requisitions  of  the  Constitution. 

Such  an  organization  as  that  contemplated  by  the  Board,  would 
doubtless  add  to  the  permanence  and  stability  of  our  missionary 
enterprize  in  the  new  states.  As  soon  as  the  number  of  ministers 
and  churches  of  our  denomination  in  those  states,  shall  be  so  great 
as  to  render  such  an  organization  practicable,  it  will  without  doubt 
take  place,  and  we  hope  the  Board  will  prosecute  the  Western  en- 
terprize as  speedily  as  can  be,  consistently  with  a  prudent  regard 
to  the  various  claims  which  are  made  upon  the  missionary  aid  of 
the  church. 

There  is  every  encouragement  to  do  so.  From  the  efforts  made 
and  the  interest  manifested  in  those  churches  which  were  visited  by 
the  agent  of  the  Board,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  ready  and  willing 
to  sustain   the  enterprize.     Assurances  have   been   given   which 
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warrant  the  belief  that  at  least  twelve  missionaries  may  with  per- 
feet  safety  be  immediately  sent  into  this  field.  The  Board  also  have 
done  something  towards  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  last  Synod. 
The  Rev.  Messrs.  Bennet,  Michaels,  and  Wilson,  are  in  the  field  ; 
and  Rev.  Messrs.  Slingerland,  Quaw,  Tarbell  and  Waring,  have 
been  commissioned,  and  are  either  on  their  way  to  the  West,  or 
preparing  to  proceed  at  an  early  day.  From  documents  submitted 
to  your  committee,  it  is  evident  that  in  many  of  the  churches  a 
strong  interest  is  felt  on  this  subject,  and  that  they  expect  that  all 
necessary  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  Board  of  Missions  to 
secure  such  men  and  means  as  will  prevent  the  possibility  of  a 
failure.  Many  of  their  own  spiritual  children  are  among  these 
"  dispersed  of  Israel,"  and  they  are  determined  that  they  shall  be 
gathered  together,  and  when  they  cry  for  the  bread  of  life,  that  it 
shall  not  be  withheld  from  them.     Who  would  withhold  it  1 

As  a  connecting  link  which  shall  bind  these  churches  in  the  West 
io  those  in  the  East,  the  church  of  Buffalo  demands  the  special  at- 
tention of  Synod.  This  will  in  some  respects  be  the  key  to  all  this 
enterprize,  and  have  a  tendency  to  encourage  it  and  give  it  success, 
and  the  committee  would  beg  the  attention  of  the  Church  at  largo 
to  this  important  station. 

It  is  probable  that  in  the  prosecution  of  this  enterprize  it  may 
become  necessary  to  employ  a  temporary  agent,  and  if  so  he  ought 
to  be  appointed.  Care  also  ought  to  be  exercised  by  the  Board  to 
select  such  men  to  go  West  as  will  secure  the  confidence  of  the 
churches. 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolu- 
tions. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  approve  the  effort  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  to  collect  and  organize  churches  of  our  own  denomina- 
tion in  the  Western  States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  they  believe  the  plan  of  the  Board  as  exhibited 
in  the  foregoing  report,  ought  to  be  carried  out  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

3.  Resolved,  That  those  individuals  who  engage  in  the  service  of 
the  Board  in  the  Western  effort,  are  entitled  besides  the  ordinary 
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compensation,   to  have  the  expenses  of  their  removal  provided 
for. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Board  occasionally 
to  employ  the  licentiates  of  our  Seminary  in  laboring  in  destitute 
and  feeble  churches  for  a  short  period  of  time,  and  that  the  Synod 
request  such  vacancies  to  pay  not  less  than  five  dollars  for  each 
Sabbath's  services  so  rendered. 

5.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  Buffalo  is  acknowledged  to  be 
the  key  to  the  whole  of  that  region  contemplated  in  the  preceding 
resolutions,  the  Synod  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Church,  atten- 
tion to  that  post,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  that  aid  be  given  to  that 
infant  church  in  getting  a  suitable  place  for  public  worship. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Miss-ions  present  such  a  report  as  is 
calculated  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  those  who  pray  that  the  kingdom 
of  the  Redeemer  may  be  extended  among  the  heathen.  The  faith 
and  patience  of  the  church  so  long  and  sorely  tried  by  the  course 
of  Divine  Providence  towards  our  missionaries  in  the  Eastern 
Archipellago,  appears  now  to  be  on  the  point  of  being  rewarded. 
The  Island  of  Borneo  has  been  selected  as  the  field  of  their  labor, 
and  two  stations  occupied.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doty  are  to  reside  at 
Sambas ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nevius,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngblood 
and  Miss  Condict,  at  Pontianak  ;  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Pohlman 
are  at  Batavia,  on  the  Island  of  Java,  and  will  be  obliged  to  remain 
there  until  the  year  of  residence  required  by  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment is  elapsed.  In  the  mean  time  they  have  many  opportunities 
of  doing  good  and  becoming  better  prepared  for  their  work.  Mr. 
Abeel  is  at  Macao  studying  the  Chinese  language  and  observing 
the  issue  of  those  important  events  which  must  transpirejn  the 
Empire  of  China.  Mrs.  Thompson  has-been  called  from  her 
labors  and  sufferings  on  earth  to  the  joys  of  heaven.  She  died  at 
Batavia,  on  the  17th  of  November  last,  in  the  full  assurance  of 
hope,  leaving  her  dying  testimony  to  the  importance  of  that  blessed 
work  to  which  she  had  consecrated  herself. 

The  permanent  establishment  of  our  mission  is  a  subject  of 
devout  and  grateful  thanksgiving  to  Him  "who  directs  all  things 
after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."     We  have  now  a  spot  upon 
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which  to  fix  our  eyes,  and  towards  which  to  direct  our  prayers. 
The  Board  in  view  of  it  have  renewed  the  call,  "  come  over  and  help 
us."  Additional  laborers  are  required  immediately  to  thrust  in  the 
sickle,  for  "the  fields  are  ripe  already  to  the  harvest."  Two  of 
our  young  men  in  the  Seminary  at  New-Brunswick,  have  responded 
to  the  call,  and  are  prepared  to  devote  themselves  to  the  service  of 
the  heathen  as  soon  as  their  preparatory  course  is  completed.  But 
there  is  still  need  of  a  printer  and  physician  to  be  connected  with 
the  Borneo  Mission.  Who  will  offer  himself?  Is  there  no  one 
prepared  to  go  1  Let  him  that  is  willing  to  live  only  for  Christ 
respond,  "here  am  I,  send  me." 

The  Board  also  inform  the  Synod  that  there  has  recently  been 
opened  a  very  inviting  field  of  labor  among  the  Dutch  boers  or  farm- 
ers, in  South  Africa,  and  that  they  have  given  assurances  that 
any  plan  of  moderate  expenditure  for  their  benefit,  which  may  be 
devised,  shall  receive  attention.  A  missionary,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lindly,  has  already  commenced  his  labors  among  them. 

The  letter  of  the  last  General  Synod  to  the  King  of  Holland,  has 
been  delivered  to  the  proper  officer,  by  the  Charge  d'  Affaires  at 
the  Hague,  H.  Bleecker,  Esq.,  but  no  official  communication  in 
answer  has  been  received,  either  by  him  or  the  President  of  Synod. 
The  colonial  minister  gives  no  hopes  that  the  request  contained  in 
said  letter  can  be  complied  with.  He  favors  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Directors  of  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  viz :  That 
our  missionaries,  on  their  way  to  India,  should  visit  Holland,  form 
acquaintance  there,  and  obtain  an  appointment  from  them  as  their 
missionaries.  Of  this  proposition  your  committee  are  disposed  to 
think  favorably.  But  when  it  is  further  suggested  that  they  ought 
to  obtain  ordination  in  Holland,  as  essential  to  their  becoming  the 
missionaries  of  the  Netherlands  Society,  your  committee  are 
clearly  and  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  point  which, 
as  a  distinct  and  independent  Church,  we  cannot,  and  never  ought 
to  yield. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  amount  to  $9,139.95.  The  esti- 
mated expenses  of  the  year,  are  calculated  at  $9,261.60,  showing 
that  the  receipts  of  the  Board  still  fall  considerably  below  their 
expenditures,  and  calling  for  the  increased  liberality  of  the 
churches. 


416  JUNE,  1840. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  suggests  the  propriety  of  the  Synod 
directing  that  the  payment  of  $50  shall  constitute  a  layman  also 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Board,  in  order  that  in  this  respect, 
the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Boards  may  be  placed  on  an  equality. 
The  committee  recommend  that  this  be  granted. 

The  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  to 
Synod  their  gratification  at  the  review  of  the  missionary  operations 
of  their  Boards.  It  is  certainly  calculated  to  inspire  an  increased 
ardor  in  our  prayers,  an  increased  liberality  in  our  charities,  and  a 
more  abounding  energy  in  our  efforts  to  hasten  the  coming  of  the 
day  of  the  Lord. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ABRAHAM  MESSLER,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  DeVVitt,  D.  D.,  and  George 
W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  address  a  letter  to 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  Esq.,  Charge  d'  Affairs  at  the  Hague,  expres- 
sive of  the  grateful  sense  entertained  by  this  Synod  of  his  attention 
to  the  business  relative  to  our  foreign  missions,  which  was  entrust- 
ed to  his  hands. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service 
had  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  follow- 
ing were  elected,  viz  :  Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Maurice  W. 
D wight,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D.,  and  Isaac  S.  Demund,  and 
William  R.  Thompson. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  an  individual  to  preach  the  an- 
nual missionary  sermon,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  Rev.  John  M.  M'Auley,  was  chosen  primarius,  and  the  Rev. 
James  Romeyn,  secundus. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting 
the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  viz  :  Rev. 
Messrs.  George  Dubois,  Thomas  M.  Strong,  William  C.  Brownlee, 
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D.  D.,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D.,  Ransford  Wells,  Matthias 
Lusk,  Isaac  S.  Demund,  and  Messrs.  Cornelius  L.  Hardenbergh, 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
and  A.  W.  Suydam. 

ARTICLE    XIX. 

Widows'  Fund, 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church 
of  Shavvangunk,  relative  to  the  widows'  fund,  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund. 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  the  report 
was  accepted,  amended,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Direction  of  Incorporation  as  relates  to  the  fund  for 
lhe  relief  of  disabled  ministers,  and  the  widows  and  children  of 
deceased  ministers,  submit  the  following  report : 

The  importance  of  making  some  provision  for  disabled  ministers, 
or  in  case  of  their  death  for  their  widows  and  children,  was  a  sub- 
ject which  occupied  the  attention  of  General  Synod  many  years 
ago.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  provide  some  source  of  in- 
come for  them  when  their  former  regular  means  of  support  failed, 
but  either  from  the  want  of  a  well-digested  plan,  or  indifference  and 
lukevvarmness  to  the  subject  itself,  the  measure  was  relinquished, 
and  for  many  years  nothing  more  was  heard  of  the  matter  than  the 
annual  announcement  of  the  lemma  «  widows'  fund,"  accompanied 
with  the  declaration  nothing  occurred.  The  year  1836  formed  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  this  fund,  the  General  Synod  then  appoint- 
ing  a  committee  to  digest  some  system  on  which  the  said  fund 
might  be  permanently  established  and  safely  administered,  and 
which  would  recommend  itself  to  the  confidence  of  pastors  and 
churches  of  our  denomination.  The  report  of  said  committee, 
drawn  up  with  much  care,  was  submitted  to  the  Synod  of  1837,  and 
after  a  full  discussion  and  most  careful  examination  of  its  prin- 
ciples and  details,  was  sent  down  to  all  the  classes,  that  a  fuller 
expression  of  the  views  of  the  whole  church,  both  as  to  the 
expediency  of  providing  some  mode  of  relief,  and  basis  on 
which  that  relief  should  rest  might  be  obtained.     The  action  of  the1 
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various  classes,  as  appears  from  minutes  of  1838,  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  induce  the  Synod  of  that  year  to  believe  that  the 
plan  submitted  had  met  with  their  decided  approbation,  and  would 
be  generally  popular,  on  which  ground  they  unhesitatingly  adopted 
it  as  the  mode  best  calculated  to  attain  the  object,  and  recommend- 
ed  it  to  all  the  pastors  and  churches. 

The  present  amount  of  this  fund,  which  is  chiefly  invested  in 
safe  securities,  is  about  five  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  amount, 
about  eighteen  hundred  have  been  received  from  subscribers,  the 
remainder  from  donations  and  collections  in  the  churches  ;  while 
in  some  parts  of  the  church  both  pastors  and  people  have  manifest- 
ed a  deep  interest  and  a  commendable  liberality  in  this  matter,  in 
other  parts  it  seems  to  have  been  entirely  neglected. 

It  i3  presumed  that  few,  if  any  cases  exist  at  present,  in  which 
the  widows  or  children  of  deceased  ministers  are  in  a  suffering 
state,  and  perhaps  none  may  occur  until  after  the  capital  sum  of 
the  fund  shall  have  reached  the  amount  specified,  to  render  it 
available  to  the  subscribers.  Your  committee  deem  it  of  great 
importance  that  this  object  should  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible^ 
and  therefore  would  propose  to  Synod  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions. 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  ministers 
of  our  churches,  to  inquire  whether  they  are  not  called  upon  by 
considerations  of  interest  to  themselves  as  well  as  duty  to  their 
brethren,  and  to  their  families,  to  obtain  an  interest  in  this  fund,  by 
the  payment  of  the  annual  subscription. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  appoint  one  minister  from  each 
classis,  to  be  nominated  by  delegates  from  said  classis,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  present  this  subject  to  all  the  churches  within  their 
respective  bounds,  collect  contributions,  and  report  to  this  Synod, 
at  its  next  stated  meeting. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  plan  of  relief  be  recommended  to  all 
our  consistories  and  people,  as  entitled  to  their  confidence  and  libe- 
ral aid,  and  deserving  of  a  place  among  the  various  other  benevo- 
lent institutions  of  our  day. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  P.  LABAGH,  Chairman. 
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The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  solicit  contributions, 
&c  in  behalf  of  the  widows'  fund,  as  contemplated  in  the  above 
report. 

For  the  Classis  of  New-York,  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D. 

For  the  South  Classis  of  New-York,  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D. 

For  the  Classis  of  New-Brunrwick,  Samuel  B.  How,  D.  D. 

For  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor. 

For  the  Classis  of  Paramus,  John  M.  Manley. 

For  the  Classis  of  Long  Island,  Robert  O.  Currie. 

For  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.  D. 

For  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  John  H.  Van  Wagenen. 

For  the  Classis  of  Passaic,  Joseph  Wilson. 

For  the  Classis  of  Albany,  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D. 

For  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  Dow  Van  Olinda. 

For  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer,  John  Gray. 

For  the  Classis  of  Washington,  John  H.  Pitcher. 

For  the  Classis  of  Montgomery,  James  Murphy. 

For  the  Classis  of  Schoharie,  Samuel  B.  Robertson. 

For  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  Henry  A.  Raymond. 

For  the  Classis  of  Cayuga,  Gustavus  AbeeL 

For  the  Classis  of  Orange,  Cornelius  C.  Eltinge. 

For  the  Classis  of  Greene,  William  Cahoone. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

Particularia. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Cen- 
tral Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Brooklyn,  inviting  the  Synod  to 
attend  the  dedication  of  their  church  edifice,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Synod 
will  attend  by  a  committee. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  H.  Myers,  Gustavus  Abeel,  John  H.  Van 
Wagenen,  Cornelius  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  and  the  elder  Abraham 
Van  Nest,  were  appointed  said  committee. 
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for  their  special  attention  and  efforts  ;  that  our  ministers  be  request- 
ed to  solicit  their  congregations  to  contribute  in  aid  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Colonization  Society,  on  Sabbath,  the  5th  of  July  next,  the 
day  succeeding  the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence,  and 
to  promote  this  benevolent  enterprize  according  to  their  ability,  in 
such  other  ways  as  opportunities  may  offer. 

ARTICLE   XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

Synodical  Archives. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIV. 

Accounts. 

The  committee  on  accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopt- 
ed, and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  list  of 
securities  belonging  to  the  Synod,  in  the  possession  of  Isaac  Young, 
their  treasurer,  would  report  that — 

The  whole  amount  of  moneys  secured  is  $96,410.50. 

Of  this  sum  $74,600  yields  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent,  and 
$21,000  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  On  the  remaining  $810.50 
no  interest  has  been  paid  for  a  period  of  from  seven  to  ten  years 
past.  So  that  the  whole  amount  of  interest  regularly  received  is 
$6,482. 

Of  the  whole  sum,  $21,700,  yielding  $1,519  per  annum,  belongs 
to  the  education  fund  ;  $4,200,  yielding  $294,  belongs  to  the 
widows'  fund  ;  the  interest  of  $5,000,  amounting  to  $300,  is  paya- 
ble to  the  trustees  of  Rutgers  College ;    the  interest  of  $64,700 
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amounting  to  84,369,  is  devoted  to  the  payment  of  professors'  sala- 
ries, and  other  general  expenses  of  Synod,  to  which  purposes  also 
the  interest  of  the  remaining  $810,50  must  be  applied  when  re- 
ceived. 

Of  the  whole  sum  $14,000  is  secured  by  bonds  of  the  Collegiate 
Church,  New-York  ;  879,600,  by  bonds  and  mortgages  ;  82,000 
by  the  bond  of  an  individual,  by  a  special  order  of  Synod  ; 
and  for  the  remaining  8310.50,  the  treasurer  holds  the  notes  of  four 
individuals. 

In  the  list  there  is  mention  made  of  twenty-three  shares  of  Ber- 
gen turnpike  stock,  upon  which  the  dividends  vary  from  year  to 
year,  but  average  about  thirty  dollars  per  annum. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  VAN  KLEECK,  Chairman. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  834.75  was  presented,  and 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE    XXV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  dis- 
tribute among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  Synod,  the  roll  was  called  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following  per- 
sons were  absent  without  permission,  viz  :  Rev.  George  Dubois, 
Nicholas  I.  Marselus,  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  Jacob  R.  Van 
Arsdale,  John  Van  Liew,  James  Lillie,  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D., 
William  Cahoone,  and  the  elders,  Christopher  N.  Kiersted,  Sam- 
uel Stryker,  Samuel  Smith,  Andrew  Heermance,  Simon  H.  Van 
Ness,  Adam  Bloomingdall,  Amos  Millspaugh. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  authorized  to  send  copies 
of  the  Minutes  to  such  bodies  and  persons  as  he  in  his  discretion 
may  think  proper. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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ARTICLE    XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June,  1841,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  and  was  closed 
with  prayer  by  the  president. 

JAS.  MURPHY,  President. 
ABRAHAM  MESSLER,  Adsessor. 
JOHN  P.  KNOX,  I 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  $  ^lerfcs- 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes, 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Slated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  extra  Session,  in 
the  city  of  Albany,  on  Tuesday  the  10th  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty.  The  session  continued  from  the  tenth  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  Murphy, 
the  President  of  the  General  Synod. 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members  Present. 

FROM    THE    PARTICULAR    SYNOD    OF   NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  N.  I.  Marselus. 
Elders,  *  *  * 

2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New- York. 

Rev.  C.  D.  Westbrook,  D.  D.,  John  E.  Miller. 
Elder,  W.  B,  Crosby. 
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3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick. 
Rev.  Abraham  Messier.* 
Elders,  *  *  * 

4.    From  the  Classis  of  Bergen, 
Rev.  Ransford  Wells. 
Elders,  *  *  * 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 
Rev.  W.  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  John  I.  Christie,f  Philip  M.  Brett. 

Elder,  Frederick  Demarest4 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Long  Island. 
Rev.  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  Maurice  W.  Dwight. 
Elders,  *  *  * 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  *  *  * 

Elders,       *  *  * 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  PoughJteepsie. 
Rev.  James  Lillie,  John  H.  Van  Wagenen,  Alexander  M.  Mann. 
Elder,  Andrew  Heermance. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Passaic. 
Rev.  Garrit  C.  Schenck. 

Elder,         *  *  * 

FR03I    THE    PARTICULAR    SYXOD    OF    ALBANY. 

1.    From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Oscar  H.  Gregory,  Simon  V.  E. 
Westfall. 

Elders,  Richard  V.  De  Witt,  Gurdon  Grant,  Frederick  Markle. 

*  Took  his  seat  second  day  of  the  session. 

t  Succeeded  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  Issac  D.  Cole,  first  day  of  the  session. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  first  day  of  the  session. 
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2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster, 

Rev.  William  Brush,  John  F.  Mesick.* 
Eider,  Moses  Schoonmaker. 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer, 

Rev.  Edward  P.  Stimpson,  John  P.  Knox,  John  C.  Vandevoort. 
Elders,  David  Rector,  Homer  Blanchard,  Barent  Van  Buren. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington, 

Rev.  John  H.  Pitcher,  D.  A.  Jones,  Benjamin  Van  Zandt. 
Elders,  Tunis  Swart,  E.  J.  Willett,  Lewis  Younglove. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  James  Stevenson,  Abraham  H.  Myers. 
Elder,  F.  P.  Bellinger. 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck,  Cornelius  Bogardus. 
Elder,  Abraham  Richmyer. 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  John  B.  Steele,  Herman  B.  Stryker,  Jacob  Van  Vech- 
ten.  D.  D. 

Elders,  J.  G.  Vedder,  A.  Bloomingdall,  Nanning  B.  Fort.* 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn. 
Elder,  Peter  Colyer. 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  Ferdinand  H.  Vanderveer,  Robert 
P.  Lee,  Jr. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 
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Elders,  G.  S.  Corwin,  A.  Millspaugh. 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 
Rev.  *  *  * 

Elder,  Wilhelmus  Schuneman. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 
The  Rev.  James  Murphy,  President ;  the  Rev.  Abraham  Mess- 
ier, Adsessor ;  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  John  P.  Knox  and  Ransford 
Wells,  Clerks, pro  tern. 


ACTS  OF  THE  SYNOD. 

The  President  laid  before  Synod  a  constitutional  request  which 
he  had  received,  to  call  an  extra  meeting  of  the  Synod,  "  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  an  appeal  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of 
Orange,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  in 
October,  1840,  and  to  attend  to  any  business  connected  with  the 
case  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten." 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  peculiar  im- 
portance and  difficulty  of  the  matters  expected  to  come  before  this 
Synod,  that  the  Synod  will  spend  an  hour  in  devotional  services, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  resolution,  the  Synod  spent  an  hour, 
during  the  first  day  of  the  session,  in  religious  exercises. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals. 

A  paper,  signed  by  G.  S.  Corwin  and  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vech- 
ten,  giving  the  reasons  of  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  refusing  to  entertain  a  complaint  from  the 
minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  was  received  and  read. 
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A  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  complaint  of  a  minority  of  the 
Classis  of  Orange,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  that  Classis  in  the 
case  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  was  presented  to  Synod. 

All  the  above  papers,  together  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  in  the 
case,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial 
Business. 

A  communication  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vech- 
ten, purporting  to  be  a  memorial  addressed  to  this  Synod,  and  also 
a  memorial  signed  by  the  members  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Church 
of  Bloomingburgh. 

On  motion,  the  above  papers  were  laid  on  the  table. 
The  Committee   on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  appeal  of  the   minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange, 
from  a  late  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  reported. 
The  report  was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  Overtures,  &c,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
appeal  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  from  a  late  decision 
of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  respectfully  report— That  the 
subject  has  been  regularly  brought  before  Synod  for  their  judicial 
investigation.     The  papers  and  documents  which  have  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  your  committee,  are  the  following,  viz  : 

1.  A  complaint  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  Classis. 

2.  The  proceedings  of  the  Classis  in  the  case. 

3.  The  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod  on  the  subject,  all 
which  are  herewith  presented  to  be  read  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  here  arranged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  I.  MARSELUS,  Chairman. 
Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeal  of  the  minority  of  the 
Classis  of  Orange,  from   the  decision  of  the   Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  refusing  to  entertain  their  complaint. 

The  President  having  announced  that  the  Synod  was  about  to 
proceed  to  judicial  business,  the  appeal  was  taken  up  and  tried  in 
the  following:  order : 
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1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons  of  appeal  were  read. 

3.  All  the  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  pre- 
scribed by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

4.  The  appellants  were  heard  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten. 

5.  The  Particular  Synod  was  heard  by  their  commissioner,  the 
Rev.  A.  Yates,  D.  D. 

6.  The  appellant  had  no  remarks  to  make  in  reply. 

The  parties  then  withdrew,  and  the  Synod  proceeded  to  delibe-. 
rate  and  decide. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  and  seconded  : 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  this  resolution  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as 
follows : 

AYES. 


J.  Knox 

N.  I.  Marselus 

C.  D.  Westbrook 

J.  E.  Miller 

Wm.  B.  Crosby 

R.  Wells 

W.  Eltinge 

P.  M.  Brett 

I.  P.  Labagh 

M.  W.  Dwight 

J.  Lillie 

Alex.  M.  Mann 

J.  H.  Van  Wagenen 

A,  Heermance 

G.  C.  Schenck 

I.  N.  Wyckoff 

O.  H.  Gregory 

S.  V.  E.  Westfall 


J.  P.  Knox 
J.  C.  Vandevoort 
D.  Rector 
H.  Blanchard 

B.  Van  Buren 
J.  H.  Pitcher 

D.  A.  Jones 
T.  Swart 

E.  J.  Willett 
L.  Younglove 
J.  Stevenson 
A.  H.  Myers 

F.  J.  Bellinger 

R.  D.  Van  Kleeck 

C.  Bogardus 
A.  Richmyer 
J.  B.  Steele 
H.  B.  Stryker 
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R.  V.  De  Witt  J.  Van  Vcchten 

G.  Grant  J.  D.  Veeder 

F.  Markle  A.  Bloomingdall 

Wm.  Brush  N.  B.  Fort 

J.  F.  Mesick  J.  F.  Schermerhorn 

M.  Schoonmaker  P.  Colyer 

E.  P.  Stimpson  W.  Schuneman. — 50. 

NAYS. 

I.  D.  Cole  A.  Millspaugh.— 2. 

The  memorial  addressed  to  General  Synod,  and  signed  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Consistory  of 
the  Church  of  Bloomingburgh,  was  taken  up  and  read  ;  whereupon 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  communication  as  exhibits  the 
theological  views  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten  be  referred  to 
a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  James  Lillie,  John 
Knox,  D.D.,  John  Van  Wagenen,  and  the  Elders  William  B.  Crosby 
and  Richard  V.  De  Witt. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted,  amend- 
ed, adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  committee  to  which  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten's  memo- 
rial was  referred,  in  so  far  as  that  document  contains  a  statement 
of  his  theological  views,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  these  papers 
they  find  the  explanations  given  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten 
to  the  Classis  of  Orange,  on  the  several  points  respecting  which 
they  had  intimated  suspicions  of  his  orthodoxy  ;  and  further  expla- 
nations on  the  points  respecting  which  the  Classis  had  declared 
themselves  unsatisfied  ;  also  a  request  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  and  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Bloomingburgh,  that 
the  Synod  now  act  in  the  premises,  and  that  the  explanations  are, 
in  the  judgement  of  your  committee,  ample  and  satisfactory,  and 
they  unanimously  recommend  to  the  Synod  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz : 
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Resolved,  That  though  there  are  some  exceptionable  expres- 
sions in  the  statements  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten,  yet,  that 
the  explanations  given  by  him  of  his  doctrinal  views  on  the  subjects 
of  original  sin,  the  atonement  and  regeneration,  are,  in  the 
judgment  of  this  Synod,  satisfactory,  and  such  as  should  entitle 
him  to  the  confidence  of  the  Dutch  Church. 

JAMES  LILLIE,  Chairman. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  report  being 
called  for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 


John  Knox 

N.  I.  Marselus 

C.  D.  Westbrook 

J.  E.  Miller 

Wm.  B.  Crosby 

Abm.  Messier 

R.  Wells 

W.  Eltinge 

P.  M.  Brett 

I.  P.  Labagh 

M.  W.  Dwight 

J.  Lillie 

A.  M.  Mann 

J.  H.  Van  Wagenen 

A.  Heermance 

I.  N.  Wyckoff 

O.  H.  Gregory 

R.  V.  De  Witt 

G.  Grant 

J.  F.  Mesick 

E.  P.  Stimpson 

J.  P.  Knox 

J.  C.  Vandevoort 


I.  D.  Cole 


AYES. 

D.  Rector 
H.  Blanchard 
B.  Van  Buren 
J.  H.  Pitcher 

D.  A.  Jones 
B.  Vanzandt 
T.  Swart 

E.  J.  Willet 
L.  Younglove 
J.  Murphy 

J.  Stevenson 
A.  H.  Myers 

F.  G.  Bellinger 
R.  D.  Van  Kieeck 
A.  Richmyer 

J.  B.  Steele 
H.  B.  Stryker 
J.  Van  Vechten 
A.  Bloomingdall 
J.  F.  Schermerhorn 
P.  Colyer 

G.  S.  Corwin 

W.  Schuneman. — 46. 

NAYS. 

M.  Schoonmaker 
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G.  C.  Schenck  C.  Bogardus 

S.  V.  E.  Westfall  F.  H.  Vanderveer 

F.  Markle  R.  P.  Lee 

W.  Brush  A.  Millspaugh.— 10. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  be  re- 
quested to  withdraw  their  complaint,  now  on  the  table  of  the  Synod; 
and  that  the  Classis  of  Orange  be  requested  by  this  Synod  to  re- 
frain from  prosecuting  an  appeal  from  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  restoring  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten  to 
the  exercise  of  the  ministry,  and  that  thus  all  further  agitation  of 
the  case  may  cease. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the 
Classis  of  Orange  a  copy  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten's  state- 
ments of  his  theological  views  laid  before  this  Synod,  which  are 
additional  to  the  statements  that  have  heretofore  been  presented  by 
Mr.  Van  Vechten  to  said  Classis. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers  College. 

The  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  appeared  before  Synod  as  one  of  a 
committee  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  asking 
a  lease  of  two  lots  on  the  college  grounds;  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing two  houses,  to  be  occupied  by  the  President  and  Professors  of 
Rutgers'  College. 

The  application  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  and  the 
Elder  William  B.  Crosby. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  reported,  and  their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  an  application  of  the  trus- 
tees of  Rutgers  College,  for  a  lease  of  lots  on  the  grounds  belong- 
ing to  the  General  Synod,  in  New-Brunswick,  respectfully  report — 
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That  a  communication  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege,was  laid  before  them,  containing  the  following  reso!utions,viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  the  College  renders 
it  highly  expedient  and  desirable  that  a  house  should  be  erected 
for  the  permanent  residence  of  the  President  of  Rutgers  College 
and  his  family. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  very  desirable  for  facilitating  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  College,  that 
such  house  should  be  erected  on  the  College  Campus,  that  thus  the 
students  may  be  brought  under  the  more  immediate  inspection  of 
the  President.  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Knox  and  Messrs.  C.  L.  Har- 
denburgh  and  A.  Van  Nest,  Esq.  be  a  committee  on  the  behalf  of 
this  board,  to  wait  on  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protest- 
ant Dutch  Church,  at  its  next  meeting,  especially  called  at  Albany, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  instant,  and  request  from  Synod  permis- 
sion for  this  board  to  erect  such  building  on  a  suitable  lot  in  the 
College  Campus. 

On  this  communication  your  committee  recommend  the  following 
resolution  be  adopted  by  this  Synod,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Direction  of  General  Synod  be 
authorized  to  execute  leases,  conveying  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  two  lots,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  buildings  on  them  for 
the  residence  of  Professors,  on  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  Gene- 
ral Synod,  in  the  city  of  New. Brunswick,  in  such  sites  as  may  be 
agreed  on  by  the  parties  ;  each  lot  to  be  75  by  130  feet ;  for  a  term 
of  twenty-one  years ;  subject  thereafter  to  a  renewal  for  such  fur- 
ther term  or  terms  as  the  Synod  may  direct  ;  at  an  annual  rent  of 
one  peppercorn  :  and  provided,  that  at  the  termination  of  the  first, 
or  any  subsequent  term,  the  Synod  may,  at  their  option,  terminate 
the  said  lease,  by  paying  for  the  buildings  that  may  be  erected  on 
said  lots,  at  a  just  valuation,  to  be  made  by  three  impartial  persons, 
one  to  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Corporation,  one  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  the  third  by  the  two  former. 

Your  committee  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  the  subject  of  which  was  committed  to  them,  viz  : 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  by  this  General 
Synod,  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Dutch  Church,  to  pa- 
tronize the  College  of  their  own  endowment,  in  every  honorable 
and  practicable  mode,  and  especially  by  sending  thither  those  of 
their  sons,  or  others,  who  may  be  under  their  control,  whom  they 
liberally  educate. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Religious  and  Benevolent  Institutions. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Sawtell,  Seamen's  Chaplain  at  Havre,  in  France, 
asked  leave  to  address  this  Synod  on  the  subject  of  efforts  in  the 
behalf  of  seamen  generally,  and  the  importance  of  a  Chaplain's 
station  at  Havre, 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  will  hear  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sawtell,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  7  and  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  in  the  house  of  worship 
belonging  to  the  First  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of 
Albany. 

ARTICLE   XXV. 

Resumption  and  Close. 

The  door-keeper's  bill,  amounting  to  $1.97,  and  also  a  bill 
amounting  to  $3.00,  for  printing  circulars,  calling  the  meeting  of 
Synod,  were  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  theiMinutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that 
he  distribute  among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by 
them. 
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ARTICLE  XXVI. 

Adjournment. 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June,  1841,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  was  closed  with 
prayer  by  the  President. 

JAS.   MURPHY,  President. 

ABRAHAM  MESSLER,  Adsessor. 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  >  ri     , 

JOHN  P.  KNOX,  ]  Ul6rKS' 

Official  copy,  from  the  original  minutes, 

THOS.  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  North  America,  convened  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
on  Wednesday,  the  second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one.  The 
session  continued  from  the  second  to  the  sixteenth  day  of 
June,  inclusive. 


FORMATION  OF  SYNOD. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Opening  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  Murphy, 
the  President  of  the  last  General  Synod,  who  preached  a  sermon 
on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session,  from  1  John  iv.  8, 
"  God  is  love" 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members   Present. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  OF  NEW-YORK. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  New-York. 

Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Isaac  S.  Demund,**  and  Enoch 
Van  Aken.* 

Elder,  Abraham  Van  Nest.*  §  , 

**  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  was  succeeded  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D. 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth,  and  returned  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
the  session. 
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2.  From  the  South  Classis  of  New-  York, 

Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Frederic  F.  Cornell,  and  James  M. 
Matthews,  D.  D.* 

Elder,  William  B.  Crosby.  | 

3.  From  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick* 

Rev.  William  Reiley,**  Aaron  A.  Marselus  and  Talbot  W. 
Chambers. § 

Elders,  John  H.  Smock,  P.  Z.  Elmendorf,  and  Peter  Wortman. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Bergen. 

Rev.  John  Garretson,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  and  Ransford  Wells* 
Elders,  William  Stephens,  and  George  Newkirk. 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Paramus. 

Rev.  James  W.  Stewart,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  and  Peter 

Allen.ft 

Elder,  Daniel  C.  Dusenberry.§§ 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Long-Island. 

Rev.  Garrit  I.  Garretson,  R.  Ormiston  Currie,  and  William  R. 
Gordon. 

Elders,  Isaac  Rapelye,  Evert  Suydam,  and  John  Williamson.j| 

*  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

**  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 

§  Succeeded  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  the  Rev.  John 
C  Van  Liew,  who  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eleventh  day. 

tt  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

§§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  session. 

.  Took  his  seat  on  the  third  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  tenth  day  of  the  session. 

t  Took  his  seat  on  the  second, — obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  sixth  and 
thirteenth  day  of  the  session. 
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7.  From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  and  J.  R.  Talmage. 
Elder,  Cornelius  Kershow. 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie. 

Rev.  Herman  Vedder,  William  S.  Heyer,  and  Alexander  M. 
Mann.* 

Elders,  Peter  Brett,**  and  Isaac  Roosevelt.* 

9.  From  the   Classis  of  Passaic. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  S.  Lord,||  and  Garrit  C.  Schanck. 
Elder,  Daniel  Jacobus. 

FROM  THE  PARTICULAR  SYNOD  Or  ALBANY. 

1.  From  the  Classis  of  Albany. 

Rev.  John  M.  Van  Beuren,  Staats  Van  Santvoord,  and  Isaac  N. 
Wyckoflf,  D.  D.§ 

Elders,  Richard  V.  DeWitt,  William  W.  Grosbeck,  and  John  J. 
Demarest. 

2.  From  the  Classis  of  Ulster. 

Rev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  John  B.  Alliger,  and  Cornelius  L.  Van 
Dyke. 

Elder,  Elijah  Alliger.§§ 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

**  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  eighth. 

II  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  session. 

§  Took  his  seat  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session. 

§§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  session. 
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3.  From  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer. 

Rev.  Jasper  Middlemas,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,!  and  Richard  Sluy- 
ter.f 

Elders,  Rynier  Van  Alstyne,  Isaac  Hutton,  and  Jeremiah  J.  Best. 

4.  From  the  Classis  of  Washington. 

Rev.  John  Birkby,  Joel  Wood,  and  John  I.  Quick. f 
Elders,  P.  V.  N.  Norris,  and  Abraham  Knickerbacker.1T 

5.  From  the  Classis  of  Montgomery. 

Rev.  James  Murphy,  John  P.  Spinner,  and  Jedediah  L.  Stark. 
Elder,  William  Knox.§§ 

6.  From  the  Classis  of  Schoharie. 

Rev.  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck,  Samuel  Robertson,  and  William 
Lockhead.** 

Elders,  Frederic  Bassler,  Jr.,  Harmanus  and  Becker.ff 

7.  From  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D.,||||  William  Pitcher,  and  Andrew 
Yates,  D.  D. 

Elders,  Cornelius  S.  Groot,jj  Cornelius  J.  Fonda,*  and  John 
Putman. 

t  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session. 

IT  Took  their  seats  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  session. 

§§  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  elenenth  day  of  the  session. 

**  Took  his  seat  on  the  second  day  of  the  session,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
on  the  eleventh. 

ITtf  Succeeded  by  the  primarius,  on  the  ninth  day  of  session. 

tt  Took  his  seat  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  session. 

Itll  Succeeded  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Rev.  Henry 
A.  Raymond. 

.  Succeeded  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  session,  by  his  secundus,  Jacob  I.  Lans- 
ing. 

*  Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session. 


JUNE,  1841.  445 

8.  From  the  Classis  of  Cayuga. 

Rev.   John  C.  F.    Hoes,  Thomas  A.  Ammerman,  and  James 
Abell.f 

Elders,  *  *  *  * 

9.  From  the  Classis  of  Orange. 

Rev.  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  Ferdinand  H.  Vanderveer,*  and  John 
W.  Ward.* 

Elders,  *  *  *  * 

10.  From  the  Classis  of  Greene. 

Rev.  James  Romeyn,  Brogun  Hoff,  and  Jeremiah  Searle.f 
Elder,  Anthony  Van  Bergen. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Moderators. 

The  Rev.  James  Romeyn  was  chosen  President, 
The  Rev.  John  Garretson  was  chosen  Adsessor. 
The  Rev.   Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyke,  and  John  C.  F.  Hoes,  were 
chosen  Clerks,  pro  tern. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Reading  of  the  Minutes. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  and  of  the  extra  session  of  the 
Synod  were  read. 


ACTS   OF    THE    SYNOD. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Orders  and  Rules. 
These  were  read. 

*  Took  their  seats  on  the  third  day  of  the  session, 
t  Took  their  seats  on  the  second  day  of  the  session- 
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ARTICLE    II. 

Standing  Committees. 

The  following  were  appointed  : 

On  the  Professorate. — Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  Wilhelmus 
Eltinge,  D.  D.,  and  Peter  Labagh,  and  the  Elders,  William  B. 
Crosby,  and  George  Newkirk. 

On  Symodical  Minutes- — Rev.  R.  Ormiston  Currie,  Benjamin 
C.  Taylor,  and  F.  F.  Cornell,  and  the  Elders,  John  H.  Smock,  and 
Elijah  Alliger. 

On  Missions. — Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  Alexander  M.  Mann,  and 
James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  and  the  Elders,  William  Stephens,  and  Wil- 
liam B.  Crosby. 

On  the  State  of  Religion. — Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechten,  D.  D., 
John  Garretson,  and  Garrit  C.  Schanck,  and  the  Elders,  Isaac 
Rapelye,  and  Daniel  Jacobus.* 

On  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. — Rev.  Richard  D.  Van 
Kleeck,  James  Murphy,  and  James  W.  Stewart,  and  the  Elders, 
William  W.  Grosbeck,  and  Richard  V.  DeWitt. 

On  Accounts. — Rev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Brogun  Hoff,  and  Aaron 
A.  Marselus,  and  the  Elders,  William  Stephens,  and  John  H. 
Smock. 

On  Correspondence. — Rev.  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  William 
S.  Heyer,  and  J.  R.  Talmage,  and  the  Elders,  Cornelius  Kershow, 
and  William  Knox. 

On  Education. — Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  R.  Ormiston  Currie, 
and  Garrit  I.  Garretson,  and  the  Elders,  Isaac  Rapelye,  and  Jere- 
miah J.  Best. 

On  Nominations. — Rev.  Herman  Vedder,  Jeremiah  S.  Lord, 
and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  and  the  Elders,  George  Newkirk,  and 
Peter  Wortman. 

*  The  Rev.  Garrit  C.  Schanck  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Van  Vechten  as  chairman  of  this  committee,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
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On  Widows'  Fund. — Rev.  James  Murphy,  Douw  Van  Olinda, 
and  William  R.  Gordon,  and  the  Elders,  Elijah  Alliger,  and  P.  Z. 
Elmendorf. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Communications. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Reports,  reported.  Their  report 
was  accepted,  adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  report  to 
General  Synod,  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

The  Board  met  in  the  Library  of  the  College,  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  of  July.     The  following  brethren  attended  the  session. 
W.  Eltinge,  D.  D.  P.  Labagh, 

I.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.  I.  P.  Labagh, 

R.  Wells,  B.  Westfall, 

Thomas  Frazer,  J.  B.  Steele, 

John  C.  Van  Liew,  J.  H.  Pitcher, 

John  C.  F.  Hoes,  John  P.  Knox, 

C.  C.  Van  Cleef,  C  L.  Van  Dyck. 

The  following  brethren  appointed  to  the  Board,  were  absent, 
J.  M.  Matthews,  D.  D.         John  Knox,  D.  D. 
Garrit  C.  Schenck,  Brogun  Hoff, 

John  W.  Ward. 
The  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  W.  Eltinge,  D.  D.} 
President ;  R.  Wells,  Secretary  and  Stated  Clerk. 
Opened  with  prayer. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Theological  Faculty  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

To   the   Rev.    Board  of    Superintendents   of  the   Theological 
College  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  now  convened 
Vol.  V-  57 
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at  New-Brunswick,  the  undersigned,  Professors  of  Theology,  pre- 
sent  the  following  report,  viz  : 

That  the  whole  number  of  Theological  Students  now  in  the  in- 
stitution  under  their  care,  is  forty-four,  viz  : — of  the  Senior  Class 
fifteen;  of  the  Middle  Class  eleven;  and  of  the  Junior  Class 
eighteen. 

The  names  of  the  Seniors,  are, 


John  B.  Alliger, 
David  D.  Demarest, 
John  D.  Janeway, 
Martin  L.  Schenck, 
William  H.  Steele, 
George  Schenck, 
Robert  Van  Amburgh, 
John  H.  Sheffield, 


Jacob  Bookstaver, 
Ephraim  De  Puy, 
Robert  Pitts, 
I.  P.  Stryker, 
John  A.  Staats, 
William  T.  Van  Doren, 
John  Whitbeck. 


The  names  of  the  Middle  Class,  are, 


James  A.  H.  Cornell, 
Gardiner  Jones, 
Alexander  C.  Millspaugh, 
Peter  G.  Randell, 
William  I.  Thompson, 
Samuel  Woodbridge, 

The  names  of  the  Junior  Class,  are, 


Francis  F.  Drake, 
Joseph  Kniskern, 
Gilbert  Mc  P.  Myers, 
William  E.  Turner, 
John  Watson. 


Cornelius  I.  Blauvelt, 
Cornelius  E.  Crispell, 
Eben  S.  Hammond, 
Victor  M.  Hulbert, 
Elbert  S.  Porter, 
Martin  V.  Schoonmaker, 
Andrew  B.  Taylor, 
Aaron  B.  Winfield, 
John  Dubois, 


Barnabas  V.  Collins, 
William  W.  Halloway, 
John  S.  Himrod, 
Samuel  W.  Mills, 
Abraham  G.  Ryerson, 
John  N.  Shultz, 
Ralph  Willis, 
Theodore  F.  Wyckoff, 


John  De  Witt. 

That  of  the  Senior  Class,  thirteen  are  graduates  of  Rutgers  Col. 
lege  ;  of  the  Middle  Class,  nine  ;  and  of  the  Junior  Class,  thirteen  : 
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making  the  whole  number  of  graduates  now  in  the  Seminary,  and 
received  from  the  College,  thirty-five. 

Messrs.  Isaac  P.  Stryker  and  William  F.  Van  Doren,  of  the 
Senior  Class,  have  devoted  themselves  to  foreign  missions. 

J.  M.  Clute,  admitted  in  September  last  a  member  of  the  Junior 
Class,  has,  for  neglect  of  duty,  after  repeated  admonitions,  been 
dismissed. 

Gardiner  Jones,  of  the  Middle  Class,  has  recently  been  permitted, 
through  bodily  indisposition,  temporarily  to  retire.  With  gratitude 
to  the  Great  Dispenser  of  every  blessing,  we  record  that  general 
good  health  has  pervaded  the  institution  during  the  whole  of  the 
past  year,  and  that  the  deportment  of  the  students  has  been  found 
worthy  of  commendation ;  of  their  proficiency  in  sacred  literature 
the  Board  itself  will  now  judge  from  their  examination. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PH.  MILLEDOLER,  Professor. 
JAS.  S.  CANNON, 
ALEX.  M'CLELLAND,     « 

New-Brunsicick,  July  8th,  1840. 

The  classes  were  examined  by  the  professors  on  the  several 
departments  of  study  in  which  they  had  been  engaged. 

It  was  evident  that  a  very  great  amount  of  attention  and  study 
had  been  given  to  the  various  subjects  prescribed  by  General 
Synod. 

The  Senior  Class  was  examined,  particularly,  on  their  personal 
experience  of  piety,  and  on  their  motives  in  entering  the  ministry* 
and  gave  such  satisfaction  to  the  Board,  that  it  was 

Resolved,  That  their  examination  be  sustained,  and  that  they  be 
recommended  to  the  professors  for  the  usual  professoral  certificate, 
to  entitle  them  to  an  examination  before  the  several  Classes. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  there  is  reason  for  adoring  gratitude 
to  God  for  his  past  favor  to  our  school,  and  abundant  encourage- 
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ment  for  confiding  prayer,  that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  will 
continue  to  bless  our  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  with  respect, 

I.  N.  WYCKOFF,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  recommend  to  the  General  Synod  so 
to  alter  the  present  organization  of  the  Board  as  to  conform  to  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  Synod  in  the  year  1838. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Synod  to  ap- 
point the  meeting  of  this  Board  to  begin  on  the  Sabbath,  on  Mon- 
day, or  Tuesday,  before  the  second  Wednesday  in  July. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Board  be  a  permanent 
officer,  i.  e.  that  he  continue  in  office  from  year  to  year  until  he 
shall  resign,  or  any  Board  for  sufficient  cause  shall  elect  a  suc- 
cessor. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  Minutes, 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  Stated  Clerk. 

An  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Extra  Session  of  the  Board, 
held  May  11th,  1841  : 

A  petition  of  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  one  of  the  students  of  the  Junior 
Class,  praying  to  be  recommended  to  General  Synod  for  a  dispen- 
sation from  the  middle  year  of  study,  was  presented  before  the 
Board. 

Resolved,    That,    under   the    peculiar    circumstances   of    Mr. 
Lansing,  this  Board  unanimously  and  cordially  grant  his  request. 
RANSFORD  WELLS,  Stated  Clerk. 

A  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  an  extra  session  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
perintendents, held  May  11th  1341,  on  the  subject  of  a  Memorial 
addressed  to  them  by  Students  of  the  Senior  and  Middle  Classes, 
accompanied  with  certain  documents  relating  to  the  case,  was  re- 
ceived, read,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Rev.  John  Garretson,  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  and  Benjamin  C. 
Taylor,  and  the  Elders,  Richard  V.  De  Witt  and  William  Stephens. 
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Certain  papers  from  the  Rev.  Professor  Milledoler,  relating  to 
the  matters  contained  in  the  above  documents  submitted  by  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  were  laid  before  Synod,  which  having 
been  read  were  referred  to  the  above  named  committee. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  re- 
questing  a  dispensation  of  the  middle  year  of  his  theological  study, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mr.  Charles  S.  Hageman, 
a  student  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  asking  a  dis- 
pensation for  his  whole  course  of  three  years'  study  at  Princeton, 
and  permitting  him  to  be  licensed  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate, 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Board  of  Corporation. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion was  received,  accompanied  with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  the 
Annual  Digest,  a  List  of  the  Securities  belonging  to  the  Synod 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  Accounts  Current  of  said 
Board  with  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Widows'  Fund,  together 
with  a  list  of  the  Clerical  Subscriptions  to  the  said  Fund,  which 
were  read  and  accepted.  So  much  as  relates  to  the  Widows'  Fund 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  ;  the  List  of 
Securities  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  ;  the  Account  Current 
with  the  Board  of  Education  to  the  Committee  on  Education  ;  and 
the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professorate. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church. 

The  Board  of  Direction  respectfully  present  the  following,  as  the 
report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  last  year. 

Their  meetings  have  been  as  frequent  as  has  been  required  "by 
the  business  confided  to  them,  and  all  their  proceedings  have  been 
with  entire  harmony  and  unanimity. 
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The  Treasurer's  Report,  herewith  submitted,  will  exhibit  the  con- 
dition  of  the  funds  of  the  Synod  ;  this  is  in  general  satisfactory  ; 
all  the  investments  on  bond  and  mortgage  are  considered  to  be 
good,  and  the  interest  is  punctually  paid.  The  interest  on  some  of 
the  notes  held  bv  the  Treasurer,  and  also,  on  some  of  the  subscrip- 
tions  to  what  is  usually  known  as  the  thirty  thousand  dollar  sub- 
scription, is  in  arrears,  and  it  is  feared  that  in  some  cases  losses 
will  accrue.  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  these  amounts  might 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  ;  and  that  all  the  funds  of  Synod  might  be 
invested  on  bond  and  mortgage.  The  Treasurer,  however,  has 
been  enabled  at  all  times  throughout  the  year,  punctually  and 
promptly  to  meet  the  claims  on  the  treasury.  Additional  responsi- 
bilities, it  is  proper  to  state,  cannot  be  contracted  by  the  Synod 
without  their  either  incurring  debt,  or  with  increased  liabilities 
providing  additional  resources.  The  several  Funds  of  the  Synod 
are,  as  heretofore,  kept  distinct  from  each  other. 

The  Widows'  Fund  accumulates  very  slowly  ;  the  Board  would 
reiterate  their  conviction  of  its  importance,  their  confidence  in  the 
plan  for  its  increase  and  administration,  the  danger  apprehended 
by  them  from  any  material  modification  of  the  plan,  and  would 
again  earnestly  commend  the  subject  to  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Synod,  the  co-operation  of  the  clergy,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
churches.  Benevolent  individuals,  of  enlarged  wealth,  are,  by 
means  of  this  Fund,  furnished  with  the  opportunity,  either  by  gift 
or  bequest,  of  securing  relief  and  comfort  to  many  a  meritorious 
and  destitute  widow  and  fatherless  child. 

The  Board  have  authorized  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son  to  publish 
an  edition  of  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  bound  up 
with  the  Confession  ot  Faith  and  the  Forms  of  the  Church,  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  Synod  at  their 
meeting  in  June,  1340,  and  the  work  has  been  executed  in  a  very 
neat  and  convenient  form.  They  have  executed  a  lease  to  the 
Trustees  of  Ruber's  College,  according  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Synod  at  their  meeting  in  November,  1840,  of  ground  east  of 
the  college  edifice,  embracing  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  by 
one   hundred  and  thirty   feet.     A  small  bill   for  attendance  upon 
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meetings  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary, and  for  stationary,  has  been  presented,  but  the  Treasurer  has 
not  been  able  to  find  authority  given  him  to  make  payment  of  such 
accounts. 

Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Nest  and  William  B.  Crosby  have  been 
appointed  to  give  the  Synod  any  farther  information  that  may  be 
required. 

CORN'S  HEYER,  President. 
W.  B.  CROSBY,  ) 

AB'M  VAN  NEST,     \  Directors 
JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 
New.York,  31st  May,  1841. 
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TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  ACCOUN*T. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church, 
in  account  with  Isaac  Young,  their  Treasurer. 


Dfc. 

To  cash  paid  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary,  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst, 

John  D.  Keese,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, the  balance  of  six  months'  interest  on  the 
invested  Scholarships  in  the  Theological  Col- 
lege, amounting  to  $21,400,  due  this  day, 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor in  the  Theological  College,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Van  Zandt,  his  subscription  to 

the  widows'  fund,  withdrawn  by  him, 

-     Isaac   Young,  treasurer,  one   year's  salary,  and 

for  postage  and  discount  on  uncurrent  notes 

during  the  past  year,  paid  by  him,     $259  00 

Postage  and  discount  paid  during  the 

game  period,  for  the  widows'  fund,  15  12 


Henry  Schenck,  for  his  attendance  as  door- 
keeper, and  for  stationary,  &c,  furnished  by 
him  to  General  Synod,  at  their  meeting,  3d  inst. 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 
loan, 

Cornelius  Heyer,  to  be  invested  on  temporary 
loan, 

Rev.  James  Romeyn,  his  subscription  to  the 
widows'  fund,  withdrawn  by  him, 

Mercein  &  Post,  for  printing  Minutes  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  for  1840,  paper,  binding,  &c. 

Mercein  &  Post,  for  printing  notices  to  members 
of  various  committees  of  their  election,  &c 

Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

John  D.  Keese,  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, on  account  of  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships,  due  4th  December  next, 

Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 
fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

Rev.  Ransford  Wells,  clerk,  for  a  record  book  for 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theolo 
gical  College,  transcribing  their  formulas  and 
rules,  and  for  a  trunk  to  contain  their  books, 
&c,  S10  50 

and  for  his  travelling  expenses  in  at- 
tending two  meetings  of  the  board, 


Carried  forward. 


$393 
393 

549 

437 

20 


274 

34 

2500 

1800 

40 

190 

8 

393 

393 

300 

437 


8179  09 


00 
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L  it. 

Oct. 

23 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  delegation  to  the 
Synod  of  the  German   Reformed  Church  at 
Greencastle,  Pennsylvania,  viz: 

Rev.  George"  H.  Fisher,              $35  30 
William  S.  Reyer,               38  75 

88179 

09 

74 

05 

•2> 

••     John   R.  Lewis,   loaned  him  on  his  bond  and 

mortgage,  with  interest, 

2800 

00 

Nov. 

5 
12 

••     John    D.    Keese,    Treasurer  of   the    Board   of 
Education,  on  account  of  interest  on  the  in- 
vested  Sch  >larships  in  the   Theological  Col- 
lege, due  4th  December  next, 

••     Peter  Spader,   treasurer,  &c.  one  year's  interest 
on   Henry    Rutgers'   donation  of  $5,000,   to 

300 

00 

Rutgers  College,  due  20th  June  last, 
•     Peter  Spader,  advanced  by  him  for  repairs  to  the 

street  in  front  of  Rutgers  College, 
••     Peter   Spader,  treasurer,   for  dividends   on    ten 

300 
23 

00 
34 

04 

shares    Bersien  Turnpike  StocL,  belonging  to 
Rutcre^s  College, 
••     Peter    Van  Bergen,  his  bill   as   door-keeper  to 
General    Synod,   at   their   Extra  Session,   at 
Albany,  in  October  last,  stationary,  &c.  $6  94 
and  for   printing  circulars  calling  said 
meeting  of  Synod,                                          3  00 

10 
9 

50 

94 

28 

Mercein   &   Post,  for  printing  the   Minutes  of 

said  Extra  Meeting  of  General  Synod, 

29 

71 

Dec. 

1 

••     John  D.  Keese,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, the  balance  of  interest  on  the  invested 
Scholarships  in  the  Theological  College,  due 
4th  instant, 

••     Rev.  Dr.   Milledoler,   one    quarter's  salary,  as 

159 

50 

Professor,  &c.  due  this  day, 

393 

75 

9 

•■     Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

393 

75 

••     Rev.   Dr.   M  Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary   at 

1841 

professor,  &c,  due  1st  inst. 

437 

50 

Jan. 

15 

..     Greenwich  Insurance   Company,  premium    of 
insurance  for  $8,000  on  Rutgers  College,  for 

one  year  from  this  day. 

48 

00 

Mar 

2 

••     Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

393 

75 

3 

••     Rev.  Dr.  Cannon,  one   quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

393 

75 

5 

•     Rev.  Dr.  M'Clelland,  one  quarter's  salary  as  pro- 

fessor, &c,  due  1st  inst. 

437 

50 

May 

1 

•     Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler,  expended  by  him  for  repairs 

on  Rutgers  College. 

8 

64 

13 

'     Rev.  Jefferson  Wynkoop.  his  subscription  to  the 

widows'  fund  withdrawn, 
Carried  forward, 

40 

00 

14432 

T, 
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1H4l| 

UK. 

May 

19 

Brought  forward, 
To  cash  paid  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,  one  year's  salary  as 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  due  1st  June 
next,                                                     $100  00 
and  for  postage  paid  by  him  during 
the  same  period,                                          2  00 

14432 
102 

77 
00 

••     the  following  persons,  their  expenses  in  attending 

the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents 

of  the  Theological  College  at  New-Brunswick, 

on  the  8th  July,  1840,  and  11th  May,  1841, 

viz : 

Rev.  John  H.  Pitcher, 

8 

50 

••     John  P.  Knox, 

10 

00 

••    John  C.  F.  Hoes, 

29 

50 

••     John  B.  Steele, 

5 

00 

••     C.  L.  Van  Dyck, 

-1840. 

4 

00 

••     B.  B.  Westfall, 

10 

00 

••     Isaac  P.  and  Peter  Labagh, 

5 

37 

••     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D. 

6 

25 

••     W.  Eltinge,  (3  times,) 

6 

00 

••     Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 

5 

00 

'•     Isaac  P.  Labagh,                ") 

2 

00 

••     John  C.  F.  Hoes, 

22 

00 

••     John  B   Steele, 

7 

00 

••     Thomas  Frazer, 

15 

50 

••     Cornelius  Van  Cleef, 

,1841. 

4 

50 

••     Isaac  N.  WyckofT,  D.  D. 

8 

50 

••     Cornelius  L.  Van  Dyck, 

5 

00 

••     Benjamin  B.  Westfall, 

10 

00 

••     Brogun  HofT, 

6 

00 

To  balance  carried  to  new' account, 

2866 

29 

$17578 

18 
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lfc40 

CR. 

June 

J 
2 

By  balance  of  last  year's  account,  brought  forward, 
-  Cash  received  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000, 

$2500 

57 

due  32d  May  last, 

350 

00 

••     of  Rev.  M.  W.  Dwight,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 

General   Synod  furnished   to  the  Classis  of 

Long-Island, 

9 

50 

4 

-     of  Rev.  A .  N.  Kittle,  collected  for  the  widows' 
fund  in  the  churches  at — 

Greenbush,                                      $13  75 
Claverack,                                            11  06 
Meilenville,                                         7  42 

32 

•23 

5 

••    for  six  month's  interest  on  bond  for  $4,000,  due 

yesterday, 

140 

00 

••     of  Rev.  G.  C  Schenck,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Passaic, 

4 

00 

••     of  Rev.  J.  Manley,  collected  for  the  widows'  fund 

in  the  churches  at  Warwick,                   $8  18 

First  Church  at  Patterson,                         7  78 



15 

96 

6 

••     of  M.  Reed,  treasurer,  collected  for  the  widows' 
fund  in  the  Third  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 

Philadelphia, 

115 

00 

8 

"    of  Rev.  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck,  questor,  for  Minutes 
of  General  Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of 

Schoharie, 

13 

00 

••     of  Rev.  E,  Holmes,  questor,  for  Minutes  of  Gen- 

eral Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Albany, 

7 

50 

••     of  Rev.  E.  Holmes,  collected  for  the  widows'  fund 

in  the  3d  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Albany, 

11 

00 

15 

-     of  Rev.  H.  Loucks,  questor,  for  Minutes  of  Gen- 
eral Synod,  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Mont- 

gomery, 

15 

00 

22 

••     of  Rev.  S.  V.  Westfall,  collected  for  the  widows' 
fund  in  Reformed  Dutch  Churches  at  Union 

and  Salem, 

6 

46 

-     for  six  months'  interest  an  bond  for  $3,700,  due 

24th  May  last, 

129 

50 

26 

••    of  George  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  the   balance  of 

their  note  for  $521.11,  with  interest, 

96 

33 

July 

10 

••     of  Jasper  Cadmus,  Jr.,  executor,  &c,  of  Richard 
Cadmus,  deceased,  part  of  $2,000,  devised  by 
him  to  General  Synod,  for  the  endowment  of 
a  Scholarship  in  the  Theological  College,  the 
estate  proving  insufficient  to  pay  the  sums  de- 

vised in  full, 

1751 

20 

30 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3600,  due 

this  day 

126 

00 

Aug 

7 

••     of  C.  Zabriskie,  for  a  dividend  on  twenty-three 

shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock, 

5 

75 

11 

"     for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8000,  due 

4th  June,  and  8th  July  last, 

280 

00 

17 

••    for  Minutes  of  General   Synod,  furnished  to  the 

Classis  of  Washington, 
Carried  forward, 

15 

00 

5624 

50 

458 
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1840 

CR. 

Aug 

26 

Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received  of  J.  B.  Hardenbergh,  collected  in  the  First 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Philadelphia,  for  the 

5624 

30 

widows'  fund, 

42 

45 

Sept 

2 

••     Rev.  J.  H.  Pitcher,  refunded,  over-charge  in  his 
expenses  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Superintendants  of  the  Theological  College, 

1 

(r2 

3 

••     of  Cornelius  Heyer,   on  account  of  money  in- 

vested by  him  on  temporary  loan, 

800 

00 

5 

••     of  Rev.  P.  M.  Brett,  questor,  for  Minutes  of  Gen- 

eral Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 

12 

00 

••     of  Rev.  Gabriel  Ludlow,  collected  in  the  Reform- 

ed Dutch  Church  at  Shannack,  New- Jersey, 

for  the  widows'  lund, 

10 

75 

15 

••     of  Cornelius   Heyer,  on  account  of  money   in- 

vested by  him  on  temporary  loan, 

500 

00 

17 

•■     of  Rev.  N.  I.  iMarselus,  queslor,  for  Minutes  of 
General   Synod    furnished  to  the  Classis  of 

New- York, 

23 

5U 

Oct. 

6 

-     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due 

3d  inst. 

297 

50 

22 

••     of  Rev.  N.  T.  Marselus,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 
General   Synod   furnished   to'  the   Classis  of 

New- York, 

5 

50 

29 

••     of  Cornelius  Heyer,  balance  of  money  invested 

by  him  on  temporary  loan,  with  interest, 

3053 

43 

Nov. 

2 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000,  due 

yesterday, 

315 

00 

3 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 

1st  inst. 

175 

80 

9 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8300,  due 

6th  inst. 

290 

50 

10 

••of  P.  Spader,  collected  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  at 

New-Brunswick,  for  the  widows'  fund 

16 

35 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond   for  $2000,  due 

23d  October  last, 

70 

(10 

12 

••     of  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c,  for  the  balance 
of  cash  in  his  hands  due  to  the   Professoral 
fund  of  the  Theological  College  on  the  15th  of 

July  last, 

173 

85 

14 

••     of  Rev.  John  Manley,  collected  for  the  widows' 
fund,  in  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
at  Totawa,                                                  $7  58 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Paramus,       6  12 

13 

70 

23 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

yesterday, 

350 

00 

30 

••     of  Rev.  R.  O.  Currie.   collected  for  the  widows' 
fund  in  the  Reformed   Dutch  Church  at  Flat- 

bush,  Long-Island, 

16 

58 

Dec. 

1 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3700,  due 

24th  November  last. 

129 

50 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

22d  November  last, 
Carried  forward, 

350 

00 

'   12271 

73 
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459 


lb4U 

Dec. 


UK. 


1841 
Jan 


Feb. 


Mar 


Apr. 


27 


May 


Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received,  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  84000,' 
due  yesterday, 
••     of  James  Suydam,  his  subscription  to  the  widows'1 
fund, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $2500,  due 

26th  October  last, 

-  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Thompson,  her  donation  to 

the  widows'  fund. 
'     of  Rev.  R.  ().  Currie.   collected  for  the  widows' 

fund   in  the    Reformed    Dutch    Church    at 

Gravesend, 
"     of  Rev.  K.  O.  Currie.  collected   for  the  widows' 

fund  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New- 

Utrecht, 
••     of  James    Bogert,  Jr.,  his  subscription   to  the 

widow?'  fund, 
••     for  six    months'   interest  on  bond  for  $3600,  due 

30th  January  last, 
for  six   months'  interest  on   two  bonds,  one  for 

$6800,  due  4th   December  last,  and  the  other 

for  $1200,  due  8th  January  last, 

-  of  Rev.  R.  O.  Currie,   collected   for  the  widows 

fund  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Flat 

bush, 
••     of  Rev.  T.  M.  Strong,  for  Minutes  of  General 

Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of  Paramus, 
for  a  dividend  on  twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen 

Turnpike  Stock. 
"     of  Rev.  R.  O.   Currie,  collected  for  the  widows 

fund  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  New- 
Lots, 
••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $8500,  due 

3d  inst. 

-  of  Rev.  S.  H.  Meeker,  questor,   for   Minutes  of 

General  Synod  furnished  to  the  South  Classis 
of  New- York, 
of  Rev.  John  Garretson,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod  furnished  to  the  Classis  of 
Bergen, 
"  of  Peter  Van  Zandt  Jr.,  eight  years'  interest  on 
his  note  for  $100,  his  subscription  to  the  per 
manent  fund  of  General  Synod,  up  to  1st  May 
next, 

-  for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $9000,  due 

1st  inst. 
•     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $5000,  due 

1st  inst. 
••     of  Rev.  A.  H.  Warner,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 

General  Synod    furnished    to  the    Classis  of 

Bergen, 
••     of  Rev.    Thomas   M.    Strong,   for   Minutes   of 

General  Synod  furnished  to   the   Classis   of 

Philadelphia 


12271 
140 
100 

87 
10 


10100 

10  00 


280 

22 
15 
14 

6 
297 

11 

.14 


56 
315 
175 

15 

1? 


00 

70 
12 
37 

55 
50 

25 

75 


Carried  forward. 
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1841 

CR. 

May 

6 

Brought  forward, 
By  cash  received,  for  six  months  interest  on  bond  for  $'2000,  due 

14009 

06 

23d  April  last, 

70 

00 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bonds  for  $8300,  due 

this  day, 

290 

50 

7 

••     of  A.  G."  Beekman,  Treasurer,  collected  in  the 
First  Reformed  Dutch   Church  at  Brooklyn, 

for  the  widows'  fund, 

44 

27 

10 

••     for  six  months' interest  on  bond  for  $2800.  due 

27th  April  last, 

98 

00 

11 

••     of  Dr.  John  Carpenter,  executor,  &c,  of  Abra- 
ham  Terhune  deceased,  in  full   of  his    sub- 
scription  of   $250,    to  the   permanent  fund, 

with  interest, 

340 

00 

IP, 

•     of  Rev.  B.  B.  Westfall,  collected  for  the  widows' 
fund  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Stone 

Arabia, 

5 

00 

15 

•■     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $10,000,  due 

22d  inst. 

350 

00 

•21 

of  Rev.  G.  C.  Schenck,  questor,  for  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,   furnished  to  the  Classis  of 

Passaic, 

4 

25 

•     of  the  following  clergymen,  their  subscriptions 
to  the  widows'  fund. 

Rev.  Edward  H.  May,                          1810 

20 

00 

••     William  C.  Brownlee,  D.  D. 

20 

00 

••     David  A.  Jones,        1838,  1839,  1840, 

60 

00 

••     J.  C.  Sears.      1838,  1839,  1810,  1841, 

80 

00 

•     Edwin  Holmes,                            1840, 

20 

00 

•     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D. 

20 

00 

•      J.  H.  Van  Wagenen, 

20 

00 

••     Philip  Duryee,  D.  D. 

20 

00 

•■     John  H.  Pitcher,                           1839, 

20 

00 

•■     Charles  Whitehead, 

20 

00 

••     John  Rudy,                                     1840, 

20 

00 

-     James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.  D. 

20 

00 

••     Brogun  Hoff, 

20 

00 

■■     Richard  Sluyter, 

20 

00 

-     William  Lockhead, 

20 

00 

■•     Charles  Whitehead, 

20 

00 

■•    John  E.  Miller,                             1841, 

20 

00 

-     David  A.  Jones, 

20 

00 

-     Thomas  Frazer,                           1840, 

20 

00 

••     John  Knox,  D.  D. 

20 

00 

-     of  the  following  persons,  for  interest  on  their  sub- 

scriptions to  the  permanent  fund  of  General 

Svnod.  due  1st  May,  1840,  viz  ; 

'Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,        "     1839,  1840, 

600 

00 

James  Suydam, 

30 

00 

Thomas  Doremus, 

30 

00 

Catelina  Oothout, 

30 

00 

John  Oothout, 

30 

oo 

Richard  F.  Carman,      1838,  1839,  1840, 
Carried  forward, 

60 

00 

16491 

OS 
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461 


1841 

CK. 

May 

•21 

Brought  forward, 

16491 

68 

By  cash  received  of  Collegiate  Church,  New- York,          1839, 

300 

00 

David  L-  Haight, 

30 

00 

Richard  K.  Haight, 

30 

00 

David  H.  Haight, 

30 

00 

Maria  I.  Kissam, 

30 

00 

David  W.  Wetmore, 

30 

00 

Thomas  L.  Chester, 

15 

00 

Cornelius  Duryee,                      1839,  •- 

30 

00 

Richard  V.  De  Witt,  1639,  1840,  and  in. 

63 

00 

Obadiah  Holmes,                                1840, 

15 

00 

Samuel  Smith, 

30 

00 

LefTert  LefTerts, 

30 

00 

Abraham  Van  Nest, 

300 

00 

Francis  Olmsted, 

24 

00 

27 

••     for  six  months'  interest  on  bond  for  $3700,  due 

24th  inst. 

129 

50 

17578 

18 

June  1, 


By  balance  due  General  Synod, 


$2,866  29 


ISAAC    YOUNG, 

Treasurer. 


The  subscribers,  appointed  a"  committee  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
have  examined  the  same  with  the  vouchers  by  him  exhibited,  and  find  them  correct, 
leaving  a  balance  due  to  General  Synod  of  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

CORNS.   HEYER,  )    -, 

W.    B.    CROSBY,    \  C™™""' 

New-York,  31st  May,  1841. 
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ANNUAL  DIGEST,  1841. 

The  Board  of  Direction  submit  to  General  Synod  their  Annual 
Digest,  as  follows  : 

Funds  devoted  to  Education  Purposes. 

The  Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

The  amount  of  this  fund,  as  reported  by  Peter  Spader, 
Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  and  which  is  loaned 
upon  bonds  secured  by  mortgages  upon  property  in 
the  state  of  New-Jersey,  amounted  on  the  1st  April, 
1841,  to  $19;980  00 

Balance  in  his  hands  on  that  day,  1,288  64 

Interest  due  on  same  fund  1st  May,  1841,  1,466  50 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students  out  of  the 

interest  of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  946  00 

Legacy  of  Miss  Rebecca  Knox. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  is  82,000,  which  is  loaned  on 
bond,  secured  by  mortgage  of  property  in  the  state 
New-Jersey,  $2,000  00 

Interest  due  on  this  fund  on  the  1st  May,  1841,  120  89 

Balance  due  Peter  Spader,  Treasurer,  &c,  on  the  1st 

April,  1841,  $102  00 

There  has  been  paid  to  indigent  students,  out  of  the  in. 

terest  of  this  fund,  during  the  past  year,  240  75 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  education  purposes.  $23,451  00 

Widows'  Fund. 

Amount  of  moneys  invested  by  the  Board  of  Direction, 

for  the  Widows'  Fund  85,000  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  belonging  to 

this  fund,  1,009  65 
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Permanent  Professoral  Fund. 

Under  this  head  are  included  all  the  moneys  which  have 
been  collected  and  invested  on  the  subscriptions  for 
the  professorships,  as  well  as  the  moneys  formerly  in 
the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  viz  : 

Loaned  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  secured  by  bonds 

and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  &c,  64,948  80 

Professoral  Fund,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,  and  transferred  by  them  to 
General  Synod,  as  per  account  of  Peter  Spader,  ren- 
dered 15th  July,  1840,  3,150  00 

Twenty-three  shares  of  Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  ten  of 

which  belong  to  Rutgers  College,  valued  at  575  00 

Notes  given  for  subscriptions,  300  00 

Rev.  John  F.  Schermerhorn's  note,  510  50 

Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

There  has  been  received  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 

during  the  past  year,  8178  62 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  printing,  paper,  <&c,  219  93 

CORN'S  HEYER,  President. 
W.  B.  CROSBY,        ) 
ABM.  VAN  NEST,    }  Directors. 
JOHN  KNOX,  ) 

ISAAC  YOUNG,  Treasurer. 

New-York,  Zlst  May,  1841. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corporation. 
On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  chosen  : 
Mr.  Cornelius  Heyer,  President ;  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Nest, 
William  B.  Crosby,  and  Rev.  John  Knox,  D.  D.,  Directors ;  and 
Mr.  Isaac  Young,  Treasurer. 

Vol.  V.  59 
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ARTICLE    V. 

Correspondence. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegates  appointed 
to  attend  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church— 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associate 
delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  the 
Rev.  William  S.  Heyer,  begs  to  state  to  Synod,  that  in  the  month  of 
October  last,  the  session  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  was  held  at  Greencastle,  Penn.,  and  was  attended  by  your 
delegation.  The  kind  reception  extended  to  your  delegates,  the 
cordial  respect  shown  to  them  during  their  stay,  and  the  high  degree 
of  regard  manifested  toward  the  Synod  and  Church  which  your 
delegates  had  the  honor  to  represent,  were  gratifying  to  us,  in  a 
very  peculiar  manner.  The  interesting  state  of  things  in  that  body, 
and  their  forward  movement  in  advocacy  of  the  great  doctrines 
which  distinguish  also  our  own  Church,  and  the  Christian  intercourse; 
now  so  happily  established,  unite  the  continance  of  the  interchange 
of  delegations,  and  promise  very  favorable  results. 

GEO.   H.  FISHER. 

Hudson,  3lst  May,  1841. 

The  Rev.  William  Wilson,  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churchy 
appeared  in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  ap- 
pointment, took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate,  and  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Synod  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  at  their  last  session, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  attend 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  undersigned,  in  fulfilment  of  the  appointment  by  General 
Synod  in  1840,  attended,  as  corresponding  delegate,  the  session  of 
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the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 

States,  in  May.     He  was  kindly  and  affectionately  received,  and 

experienced  great  gratification  during  his  attendance  on  its  delibe- 

rations.     The  Assembly  appointed  delegates  to  attend  our  General 

Synod  during  its  present  session. 
y  °  THOMAS  DE  WITT. 

June  2,  1841. 

A  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Canada,  held  at  Toronto,  in  July,  1840,  was  laid  before  Synod, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  appeared  in  Synod,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  corresponding 
delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  laid  on  the  table  six  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  for 
1840,  and  also  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  Assembly,  a  volume 
containing  the  records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  the  year 
1788,  when  the  Assembly  was  organized.  The  documents  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  corresponding  delegate  from  the  Re- 
formed  Presbyterian  Church,  on  taking  leave  of  the  Synod,  sub- 
mitted,  in  conformity  with  the  articles  of  correspondence,  certain 
propositions  pertaining  to  the  general  interests  of  religion,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

Mr.  Ananias  Piatt,  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  ap- 
peared in  Synod,  and  having  produced  testimonials  of  his  appoint- 
ment, took  his  seat  ras  corresponding  delegate  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart,  one 
of  the  corresponding  delegates  appointed  by  the  German  Reformed 
Synod,  setting  forth  the  reasons  why  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  other 
delegates  from  that  Synod  were  able  to  attend. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report  to  Synod, 
that  from  the  examination  of  the  Minutes  presented  to  them  by  the 
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corresponding  bodies,  they  find  nothing  particularly  claiming  the 
attention  of  this  Synod. 

The  committee  are  happy  in  finding  that  the  correspondence  with 
the  General  Assembly,  with  whom  so  long  a  happy  intercourse  was 
maintained,  is  renewed.  The  committee  would  recommend  that 
the  work  presented  by  the  delegate  from  that  body  to  this  Synod, 
entitled  "  The  Records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  be  placed  among  the  archives  of  this  Synod, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  hereby  expressed  for  said 
work. 

With  regard  to  the  propositions  laid  upon  the  table  of  Synod  by 
the  delegate  from  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  your  com- 
mittee  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  whilst  the  increase  of  Popery  in 
our  country  and  the  world  is  an  alarming  fact,  and  whilst  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  there  may  be  a  revivification  of  the  man  of 
sin  to  a  greater  extent  than  heretofore  has  been  known,  before  the 
cry  is  heard,  "  Babylon  the  great  is  fallen,  is  fallen,"  and  whilst 
the  signs  of  the  times  call  for  increased  union  and  exertion  among  all 
the  Protestant  churches,  in  resisting  the  inroads  of  this  fell  destroy- 
er ;  at  the  same  time,  until  Synod  know  more  definitely  the  nature 
of  the  action  here  presented  for  their  consideration,  they  deem  it 
not  advisable  for  them  to  commit  themselves  in  regard  to  the  prose- 
cution of  any  ulterior  measures. 

As  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Canada  has  been  forwarded  to  this  Synod,  they  re- 
commend that  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod  be  forwarded 
by  the  Stated  Clerk  to  that  body.  The  committee  regret  to  learn 
from  the  letter  received  from  our  brethren  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  that  they  have  been  prevented  in  Providence  from  meet- 
ing with  us  at  this  time. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  present  a  double  number  of  delegates 
to  the  corresponding  bodies,  for  Synod,  from  which  to  make  a  selec- 
tion. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  would  further  recommend, 
that  the  delegates  to  the  German  Synod.,  and  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  be  instructed  to  suggest  to  these  re- 
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apective  bodies,  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  terms  of  correspon- 
dence  with  them,  as  that  hereafter  the  delegation  to  and  from  them, 
shall  consist  of  one  minister  only. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  ELTINGE,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  a  double 
number  of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  delegates  to  the  correspond- 
ing churches,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  elect  the  same,  when  the 
following  were  chosen.  To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church — Rev.  Samuel  A.  Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  and  the  El- 
der,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Primarii ;  and  the  Rev.  Maurice  W.  Dwight, 
and  the  Elder,  Frederic  Erringer,  Seeundi. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church — Rev.  John 
Garretson  and  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Primarii ;  and  the  Rev.  Richard 
Sluyter  and  George  Dubois,  Seeundi. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church — Rev. 
Robert  P.  Lee,  Primarius ;  Rev.  Brogun  HofF,  Secundus. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Synodical  Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Churches. 

In  conformity  with  the  standing  regulation,  the  Synod  spent,  a 
part  of  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  in  religious  ex- 
ercises, conducted  agreeably  to  a  plan  previously  reported  by  a 
committee  of  arrangements,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Ransford  Wells 
and  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  and  the  Elder  Isaac  Hutton. 

Resolved,  That  a  Synodical  prayer  meeting  be  held  every  morn- 
ing  during  the  present  session,  at  6  o'clock,  in  the  lecture  room  of 
the  Middle  Dutch  Church  in  this  city. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  reported,  and  their  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

While  time  is  rolling  on,  and  God  is  accomplishing  his  purposes 
of  mercy  and  grace  in  the  world,  we  stop  to  review  the  past  eccle- 
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siastical  year,  and  enquire  in  what  way  and  how  far  we   have 
subserved  the  Divine  purposes. 

The  facts  in  the  case  we  gather  principally  from  a  careful  review 
of  the  reports  of  the  particular  Synods.  From  these  we  observe 
that  the  churches  within  our  bounds  are,  to  a  large  extent, 
(larger  perhaps  than  ever  before,)  supplied  with  the  stated  minis- 
tration of  the  sanctuary.  Nor  are  the  people  regardless  of  their 
privileges.  The  general  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  is  good 
and  encouraging.  The  truth  is  maintained,  and  in  general  faith- 
fully  preached.  Peace  and  external  prosperity,  on  the  whole, 
enjoyed.  The  order  of  God's  house,  and  wholesome  discipline, 
observed. 

One  classis  reports  that  they  "  deplore  the  little  regard  of  some 
of  the  churches  to  social  prayer  meetings,  and  the  cultivation  of 
practical  piety,  and  mention  with  regret  the  small  number  of  Sab- 
bath schools  and  scholars  in  proportion  to  their  importance." 
Another  classis  reports,  "They  deeply  lament  that  catechetical 
instruction  is  almost  universally  neglected  in  the  present  system  of 
religious  education."  With  these,  and  some  other  exceptions, 
those  institutions,  bearing  upon  the  religious  instruction  and  spirit- 
ual prosperity  of  the  church,  are  exerting  their  happy  influences. 

Some  of  the  classes  report  small  additions  to  their  churches  of 
professing  members.  One  says,  "  an  unusual  degree  of  spiritual 
drought  prevails  in  most  of  the  congregations,  and  the  classis  la- 
ments a  prevailing  state  of  declension  in  piety,  and  mournful  state 
of  ease  in  Zion."  Another  "mourns  that  there  are  no  facts  which 
indicate  a  progressive  movement  of  religion,  and  declare  that 
among  all  the  particulars  which  go  to  make  up  a  state  of  moral, 
religious  and  spiritual  prosperity,  there  is  not  one  in  our  churches 
as  it  should  be  ;  and  in  most  of  those  particulars  there  has  been  in 
each  church  a  visible  declension."  Such  scenes  presented  to  us, 
in  our  spiritual  Zion,  are  sad  and  humiliating,  and  call  from  those 
engaged  in  cultivating  these  fields,  confession,  prayer,  and  renewed 
activity.  While  such  is  the  view  presented  to  us  by  some  portions 
of  our  Zion,  we  can  turn  to  fairer  prospects.  Most  of  the 
classes  report  encouraging  additions  to  their  churches,  and  some 
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that  have  enjoyed  the  special  outpourings  of  the  Spirit.  Among 
such  may  be  mentioned — the  churches  of  Freehold,  Middletown, 
and  Middlebush,  in  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  ;  and  the 
churches  of  West-Troy,  second  church  of  Albany,  Jerusalem,  and 
Westerlo,  in  the  Classis  of  Albany.  In  the  Classis  of  Greene,  "  The 
churches  of  Leeds,  Kiskatom,  and  the  first  church  of  Coxsackie, 
have  been  refreshed  with  an  extensive  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  and 
large  numbers  have  been  added  to  these  churches  as  the  fruits  of 
the  revivals  they  have  enjoyed."  We  can  turn  with  special  grati- 
fication to  the  Classis  of  Schenectady.  The  ten  congregations 
composing  this  classis  have  all  been  visited  with  copious  showers 
of  grace.  "  Large  additions  have  been  made  to  all  the  churches, 
and  forming  an  aggregate,  according  to  the  statistical  tables,  of  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  an  average  of  forty-six.  The  revivals 
are  represented  as  characterized,  on  the  part  of  God,  with  melting 
demonstrations  of  the  Spirit,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  church,  with 
much  decency  and  order,  abundance  of  prayer,  and  faithful  and 
pure  gospel  preaching. 

When  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  thus  to  manifest  his  gracious 
presence  in  some  of  our  churches,  we  have  occasion  for  adoring 
gratitude,  and  reason  to  take  courage  and  go  forward  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  The  seed  must  be  sown — it  may  lie  long  buried — but,  in 
God's  due  time,  it  will  spring  up  and  grow,  and  produce  a  harvest 
to  gladden  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  produce  fruit  unto  eternal 
life. 

The  benevolent  operations  of  the  day,  we  believe,  are  receiving 
more  or  less  attention  in  our  churches  ;  in  some  more  than  they 
have  in  times  past.  The  church  of  Poughkeepsie  is  presented  by 
their  classis  as  "  particularly  worthy  of  note,  for  their  efforts  during 
the  past  year,  and  a  model  for  all  their  churches."  Though  much 
may  have  been  done  on  this  subject,  yet  is  much  done  commensu- 
rate with  its  importance  ?  The  wants  of  the  church  are  great  and 
growing.  Is  not  the  ability  great  and  increasing  ?  There  is  a 
falling  off,  and  insufficiency  in  the  contributions  to  some  of  our  be- 
nevolent operations.  Should  this  be  so  when  so  much  of  wealth 
is  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  connected  with  our  Reformed  Zion  1 
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Did  we  practically  believe  the  truths,  "  There  is  that  scattereth 
and  yet  increaseth,"  and  "  The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat," 
we  should  not  hear  of  empty  treasuries,  or  become  short  in  our 
duty  to  our  fellow  men  now  destitute  and  perishing. 

From  the  report  on  Foreign  Missions,  it  appears  that  our  mis- 
sionaries to  Borneo  are  becoming  permanently  settled  on  the  fields 
of  their  labors,  and  have  commenced  their  work  with  encouraging 
prospects.  We  trust  their  self-denying  labors  will  not  be  in  vain 
in  the  Lord.  Let  our  hearts  go  after  them,  and  let  us  too  encourage 
and  sustain  them  by  our  gifts  and  our  prayers. 

The  wide  field  of  the  West  has  been  opened  and  spread  before 
us.  We  have  listened  to  the  cry  of  its  inhabitants,  our  kindred  in 
the  flesh,  "  come  over  and  help  us."  In  answer  to  their  cry,  num. 
bers  of  our  brethren  in  the  ministry  are  there,  and  successfully 
laboring.  From  the  reports  on  Domestic  Missions,  it  appears, 
churches  under  the  fostering  care  of  this  Synod,  are  rising  up. 
The  truth,  as  exhibited  in  our  standards,  is  there  preached,  and  the 
orders  of  our  house  observed.  Nor  has  God  left  us  without  wit- 
ness of  his  blessing  on  our  enterprise.  Numbers  have  been  gath- 
ered into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  in  one  of  our  churches  there  a 
special  season  of  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God  has  been  en- 
joyed. 

In  closing  our  report,  we  beg  leave  to  advert  to  one  more  subject. 
It  is  one  of  solemn  import.  The  Rev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn,  a 
father  in  the  ministry,  honored  for  the  part  he  has  borne  in  the 
ministry  of  the  word,  and  in  the  councils  of  the  church,  and  vene- 
rable in  years,  has  left  us  behind.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Crawford,  a 
young  brother,  who  had  just  entered  on  his  holy  work  with  pros- 
pects of  usefulness  before  him,  has  been  snatched  away.  The 
admonition  thus  addressed  us,  whether  old  or  young,  as  by  a  voice 
from  the  tomb,  and  in  the  language  of  the  Saviour,  is,  "  be  ye  also 
jeady." 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

G.  C.  SCHANCK. 
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ARTICLE    VII. 

Synodical  References. 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  respectfully  report — That 
they  find  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York, 
page  24,  notice  of  an  appeal  by  Jacob  Ennis,  from  a  decision  of 
said  Synod,  not  sustaining  his  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis 
of  Bergen,  suspending  him  from  the  gospel  ministry. 

Also,  on  page  28,  a  resolution  respecting  the  "  propriety  of  re- 
questing  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt  to  prepare  a  history  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  North-America." 

On  the  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  page  5,  no- 
tice  of  an  appeal  by  the  Classis  of  Orange  "to  the  General  Synod, 
from  a  decision"  of  said  "Synod  of  October  last,  sustaining  the 
appeal  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten  from  a  decision  of  said 
Classis,  declaring  him  suspended  from  the  ministry." 

On  page  6,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  preparation  of  a  history 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  a  catechism,  and  a  system  of  Bi- 
ble questions. 

On  page  24,  a  minute  respecting  "a  complaint  signed  by  a 
minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange." 

On  page  26,  notice  of  an  appeal  by  Mr.  Best,  from  the  Particu- 
lar Synod,  not  sustaining  his  appeal  "  from  a  decision  of  the  Classis 
of  Schenectady,  concerning  his  suspension  from  the  communion  of 
o^  the  church  of  Amity. 

On  the  minutes  of  General  Synod,  page  388,  resolutions  relating 
to  "the  duties  of  Committees  on  Consistorial  Minutes." 

R.  ORMISTON  CURRIE,  Chairman. 

Resolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  refers  to  ap- 
peals, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial 
Business. 
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Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  preparing  a  history 
of  the  Church,  and  religious  books,  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Demund,  Thomas  De  Wilt, 
D.  D.,  and  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders,  Isaac  Hutton  and 
Richard  V.  De  Witt. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  references  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synods  of  Albany  and  New-York,  in  relation  to  the 
expediency  of  procuring  the  preparation  of  treatices  on  specified 
subjects,  for  general  circulation  in  our  Church,  respectfully  report : 

I.  History  of  our  Church. — The  desirableness  of  a  work  on 
this  subject,  comprising  also  a  view  of  our  doctrines  and  govern- 
ment, and  also  of  our  present  institutions  and  prospects,  in  a  cheap 
form,  for  extensive  circulation,  is  generally  acknowledged.  If  well 
executed,  it  will  prove  exceedingly  valuable.  A  small  volume,  or 
pamphlet,  may  be  prepared  from  materials  now  easily  accessible, 
and  be  submitted  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  next  annual  session. 
At  the  same  time  a  larger  work,  prepared  with  care  and  leisure,  is 
to  be  desired.  This  should  contain  a  succinct  account  of  the  Re- 
formation in  the  Netherlands,  the  rise  and  organization  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  Holland,  an  historical  account  of  our  stand- 
ards, &c.  to  precede  the  history  of  our  Church  in  North-America, 
as  thorough,  accurate,  and  condensed,  as  may  be  practicable.  Time 
will  be  needed  for  the  preparation  of  such  a  volume,  that  from  the 
numerous  sources  the  necessary  materials  may  be  gathered  and 
arranged.  Past  inattention  to  this  subject  has  lost  to  us  much  tra- 
ditionary and  documentary  information.  Perhaps  some  documents 
may  yet  be  recovered.  During  the  present  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  very  important  documents  have  been  recovered,  particular- 
ly the  minutes  of  the  Coetus,  (and  in  part  of  the  Conference,)  from 
1767  to  1769.  These  have  been  much  desired,  and  were  supposed 
to  be  lost.  The  ministers  of  our  churches,  by  searching  their  re- 
cords, and  resorting  to  remaining  sources  of  information,  may 
contribute  materials  for  the  history.     An  octavo  volume  might  be 
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prepared  in  the  course  of  two  years  or  more.     Your  committee  re- 
commend the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.  be  requested  to 
prepare  a  small  volume  containing  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  with  a  statement  of  the  doctrines  and 
government  of  the  Church  ;  and  also,  a  view  of  our  present  condi- 
tion, circumstances  and  prospects,  and  the  same  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Synod  for  adoption  at  its  next  annual  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  of  our  churches  be  requested  to 
procure  from  the  records,  and  other  sources,  such  information  as 
may  be  attainable,  regarding  the  history  of  their  respective  church- 
es,  and  transmit  it  to  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  prepare,  in  such  a  period  of  time  as  may  be  convenient, 
a  history  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  connecting  that  of  the 
reformation  in  the  Netherlands,  the  organization  of  the  early 
ehurches  of  Holland,  the  history  of  its  standards,  with  a  full,  ac- 
curate, and  condensed  history  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in 
North-America;  and  that,  when  completed,  it  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Synod. 

II.  Analytical  Illustration  of  our  Catechism.— We  need  a 
work,  illustrating,  in  an  analytical  manner,  our  Catechism,  in  order 
to  incrtase  the  interest  and  usefulness  of  catechetical  instruction. 
Works  of  this  nature  are  found  in  the  Dutch  language,  by  way  of 
question   ind  answer,  illustrating  the   Heidelbergh  Catechism  and 
the  Comp,enmum-     Similar  works  on  the  Westminster  Catechism, 
as  those  l->y  Fisher,  Brown,  &c,  are  well  known.     The  recent  vol- 
ume published  at  Edinburgh,  applying  a  more  analytical  method  in 
the  stud/  °f  the  shorter  catechism,  furnishes  an  admirable  plan  for 
illustration*     A  volume  carefully  prepared,  on  the   plan  suggested, 
would  btif  very  useful.     The  committee  would  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resohped,  That  the  Rev.  James  Romeyn  be  requested  to  prepare 
an  analybical  illustration  of  our  Catechism,  as  an  aid  to  parents  and 
Sabbath-^hool  teachers  in  imparting  elementary  instruction  on  its 
importanto  topics,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  Synod  at  its  next  an- 
nual sessic  ln>  if  convenient  to  him. 


494  JUNE,   1841. 

III.  Bible  Manual. — This  is  designed  to  comprise  a  chronolo- 
gical and  historical  arrangement  of  the  Bible,  together  with  a 
comprehensive  and  well-arranged  system  of  Bible  questions. 
There  is  room  for  much  improvement  in  a  system  of  Bible  ques- 
tions ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  our  own  Church  should  provide 
one  for  general  use  in  its  bounds.  The  chronological  and  histori- 
cal arrangement  of  the  Bible  will  add  greatly  to  the  system  of 
Bible  questions.  Your  committee  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.  be  requested  to 
prepare  an  analysis  of  the  Bible,  a  chronological  and  historical  ar- 
rangement preliminary  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  accompanied 
by  a  system  of  Bible  questions  more  comprehensive  and  systematic 
than  those  in  ordinary  use,  and  if  convenient  to  him,  that  he 
submit  the  same  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  next  annual  session. 

THOMAS  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 

A  complaint  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  against 
said  classis,  was  presented,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 

A  complaint  was  presented  from  a  minority  of  the  Particular 
Synod  of  Albany,  against  the  decision  of  said  Synod  at  theA'  ses- 
sion in  May  last,  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Simeon  D.  Rob- 
inson, from  a  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Ulster,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 


The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business  reported,  and 
their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business,  beg  leave 
to  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  documents  in  the  caseof  Rev. 
J.  Ennis,  and  find  that  the  case  is  regularly  brought  before  Synod 
by  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York, 
May,  1841,  page  24.  The  papers  will  be  presented  in  the  order  of 
proceeding. 

1,  Report  of  the  Committee. 

2.  The  arrangment  of  the  documents. 
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1.  Particular  Synod  of  New-York, — page  23,  24. 

2.  The  appeal  and  reasons. 

3.  The  book  of  Classis,  with  references  to  letters  and  com- 
munications. 

3.  Documents  referred  to  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ennis. 

4.  The  continuance  of  the  case  to  its  issue. 

The  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  from  the  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular Synod  of  Albany,  in  relation  to  the  complaint  against  him 
by  the  consistory  of  the  church  of  Amity,  has  been  referred  to  this 
committee.  The  appeal  is  in  order.  The  documents  to  be  read, 
besides  the  sentence  and  appeal,  are, 

1st.  The  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  consistory  of  the  church 
of  Amity,  September  1840. 

2d.  Answer  of  Mr.  Best  to  the  charges  preferred  against  him 
by  the  consistory. 

3d.  Acts  and  proceedings  of  the  consistory,  October  29th  and 
30th,  1840. 

4th.  The  appeal  of  Mr.  Best  from  the  decision  of  the  consistory 
to  the  Classis  of  Schenectady. 

5th.  The  proceedings  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  and 

6th.  The  proceedings  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany  in  the 
case. 

Another  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  has  been  referred  to  us, 
relating  to  Mr.  Best's  complaint  against  the  Consistory  of  Amity. 
This  is  out  of  order,  as  Mr.  Best  did  not  give  to  Particular  Synod 
notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  at  the  time  when  he  conceived  him- 
self  to  be  aggrieved,  as  the  Constitution  requires  in  such  cases, 
Chapter  II,  Article  I,  Section  7. 

A  complaint  of  a  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  in  relation 
to  certain  proceedings  of  said  Classis  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Van  Vechten,  has  been  referred  to  this  committee.  On  a  review 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  the  complaint  appears  to  be  in  order, 
because  though  the  complaint  is  dated  nearly  a  month  after  the  pro- 
ceedings complained  of,  yet  the  same  appears  by  consent  of  the 
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the  Classis,  to  have  been  substituted  instead  of  a  complaint,  of 
which  seasonable  notice  had  been  given.  The  only  documents  to 
be  read,  are, 

1st.  The  paper  signed  G.  S.  Corwin. 

2d.  The  complaint  signed  G.  S.  Corwin,  S.  Van  Vechten,  J.  M. 
Scribner. 

3d.  The  proceedings  of  Classis,  pages  198,  199,  226. 

An  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  from  a  decision  of  the  Par- 
ticular  Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vechten, 
has  been  referred  to  your  committee.  The  appeal  appears  to  be 
regularly  brought  before  Synod,  the  constitutional  steps  having  been 
taken.  Your  committee  recommend,  that  afler  the  sentence  appeal- 
ed from,  and  the  appeal  and  reasons  thereof,  shall  have  been  read, 
then  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Classis,  and  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  Particular  Synod  in  the  case,  be  read,  beginning  with  the 
former. 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration,  a  paper  re- 
ferred to  them,  coming  from  a  minority  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  complaining  of  the  action  of  said  Synod,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Simeon  D.  Robinson.  The  complaint  appears  not  to  have  been  re- 
gularly brought,  notice  of  the  complaint  not  having  been  given  to 
the  judicatory,  whose  act  is  complained  of. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

R.  D.  VAN  KLEECK,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Synodical  Appeals. 

Synod  took  up  the  complaint  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of 
Orange.  The  President  having  announced  that  the  Synod  was 
about  to  pass  to  the  consideration  of  Judicial  Business,  Synod 
proceeded  to  consider  the  complaint  in  the  following  order. 

1.  The  complaint  was  read. 

2.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  prescribed 
by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 
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3.  The  complainants  were  heard  by  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten. 

4.  The  Classis  were  heard  in  defence  of  their  proceedings,  by 
Rev.  F.  H.  Vanderveer. 

5.  The  complainants  were  heard  in  reply,  by  the  Elder  G.  S. 
Corwin. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Whereas,  it  clearly  appears  from  the  documents  which  have  been 
read  in  the  complaint  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  and 
from  the  pleadings  which  have  been  heard,  that  the  whole  matter  in 
question  is  intimately  connected  with  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of 
Orange,  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  next  step  in  order,  in  the  trying  this  com- 
plaint,  viz  : — deliberations  by  the  Synod,  be  laid  on  the  table  until 
the  Synod  reach  the  same  point  in  the  trial  of  the  appeal. 

Whereupon  Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange, 
from  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  sustaining  the  appeal  of  the 
Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten  from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Orange, 
suspending  him  from  the  ministry. 

The  Rev.  J.  T.  Demarest  and  C.  C.  Eltinge,  were  recognized  as 
Commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  Orange,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  An- 
drew Yates,  as  Commissioner  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany. 

The  Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order. 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read. 

3.  The  documents,  by  consent  of  parties,  were  considered  as 
having  been  read. 

4.  The  Classis  of  Orange  were  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal 
by  their  commissioner,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Demarest. 

5.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Vechten  was  heard  in  opposition  to  the 
appeal. 

6.  Classis  were  heard  in  reply,  by  their  commissioner,  the 
Rev.  C.  C.  Eltinge. 

7.  The  Particular  Synod  were  heard  in  explanation  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, by  their  commissioner,  Rev.  Andrew  Yates,  D.  D. 
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The  parties  having  withdrawn,  Synod  proceeded  to  deliberate  and 
decide.     It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  proceed  to  deliberate  on  the  com- 
plaint and  appeal,  combined. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  opinions  of  the  members  expressed. 
Whereupon  the  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  seconded, 
and  the  question  being  taken  upon  them  they  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  not  sustain  the  appeal  of  the 
Classis  of  Orange,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 1st.  The  General 
Synod,  at  its  session,  June,  1840,  declared  that  "  the  Rev.  S.  Van 
Vechten  did  not  so  refuse  explanation  of  the  points  on  which  he 
was  suspected,  as  to  subject  himself  to  suspension  without  trial,  ac- 
cording to  the  provision  of  the  formula,"  and  directed  the  Classis 
to  institute  charges  against  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  unless  he 
should  by  farther  explanation  "  give  them  satisfaction  respecting 
his  orthodoxy  on  those  points  respecting  which  there  is  sufficient 
ground  of  suspicion,  and  that  they  proceed  to  try  the  same  in  a 
constitutional  manner."  2d.  The  Classis,  at  its  special  session  in 
August,  1840,  instituted  farther  examination  of  Mr.  Van  Vechten, 
when  he  submitted  a  paper  of  some  length,  giving  his  views  on 
the  points  submitted,  when  they  proceeded  to  consider  Mr.  Van 
Vechten  suspended  under  the  formula,  for  refusing  to  answer,  con- 
trary to  the  directions  of  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  sustain  the  complaint  of  the  minori- 
ty of  the  Classis  of  Orange  only  so  far  as  it  respects  the  grounds 
stated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  for  not  sustaining  the  appeal  of 
the  Classis. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  decide  on 
the  subject  of  the  theological  sentiments  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van 
Vechten,  inasmuch  as  the  General  Synod,  at  its  special  session  in 
November  last,  investigated  the  same,  as  stated  in  a  paper  or 
memorial  submitted  by  him,  and  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  entertain  the  full  conviction,  that  the 
Classis  were  governed,  in  their  proceedings,  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
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ter,  by  a  sincere  regard  to  the  preservation  of  purity  of  doctrine, 
according  to  the  standards  of  the  Church,  and  under  the  persuasion 
that  they  were  conducting  the  same  in  a  constitutional  manner. 

The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  first  resolution  having  been  called 
for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 


AYES. 


T.  De-Witt, 
I.  Ferris, 
J.  C.  Van  Liew, 
P.  Z.  Elmendorf, 
P.  Wortman, 
J.  Garretson, 
R.  Wells, 
W.  Stephens, 
G.  Newkirk, 
W.  Eltinge, 
P.  Allen, 
R.  O.  Currie, 
J.  Williamson, 
P.  Labagh, 
H.  Vedder, 
W.  S.  Heyer, 
A.  M.  Mann, 
I.  Roosevelt, 
J.  S.  Lord, 
J.  M.  Van  Buren, 
I.  N.  Wyckoff, 
R.V.  DeWitt, 

I.  S.  Demund, 

E.  Van  Aken, 

F.  F.  Cornell, 
W.  Reily, 

A.  A.  Marsellus, 
J.  H.  Smock, 


W.  W.  Grosebeck, 

E.  Alliger, 
A.  N.  Kittle, 
I.  Hutton, 
J.  Birkby, 
J.  Wood, 

J.  J.  Quick, 

P.  V.  N.  Morris, 

A.  Knickerbacker, 

J.  Murphy, 

J.  Starks, 

W.  Knox, 

F.  Bassler, 

J.  Van  Vechten, 
C.  S.  Groot, 
J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 
J.  Abell, 
J.  Romeyn, 
J.  Searle, 
A.  Van  Bergen, 
J.  Putman. — 43. 


NAYS. 


E.  Suydam, 
J.  R.  Talmage, 
P.  Brett, 
G.  C.  Schanck, 
D.  Jacobus, 
J.  B.  Alliger, 
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C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 
R.  Sluyter, 
R.  Van  Alstyne, 
R.  D.  Van  Kleeck.- 


B.  C.  Taylor, 

J.  W.  Stewart, 

G.  I.  Garretson, 

W.  R.  Gordon,  R.  D.  Van  Kleeck.— 21. 

I.  Rapelye, 

The  Rev.  Douw  Van  Olinda,  Jasper  Middlemas,  Samuel  Robert, 
son,  William  Pitcher,  and  Thomas  A.  Ammerman,  having  voted  in 
the  Particular  Synod,  were  excluded  from  voting  on  the  above  reso- 
lution. 


The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  second  resolution  having  been  called 
for,  were  taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 


T.  De  Witt, 
I.  Ferris, 
J.  C.  Van  Liew, 
P.  Z.  Elmendorf, 
P.  Wortman, 
J.  Garretson, 
R.  Wells, 
W.  Stephens, 
G.  Newkirk, 
W.  Eltinge, 
P.  Allen, 
R.  O.  Currie, 
J.  Williamson, 
P.  Labagh, 
H.  Vedder, 
W.  S.  Heyer, 
A.  M.  Mann, 
I.  Roosevelt, 
J.  S.  Lord, 
J.  M.  Van  Buren, 
I.  N.  Wyckoff, 
R.  V.  De  Witt, 


W.  W.  Grosebeck, 

E.  Alliger, 
A.  N.  Kittle, 
I.  Hutton, 
J.  Birkby, 
J.  Wood, 

J.  J.  Quick, 
P.  V.  N.  Norris, 
A.  Knickerbacker, 
J.  Murphy, 
J.  Starks, 
W.  Knox, 

F.  Bassler, 

J.  Van  Vechten, 
C.  S.  Groot, 
J.  Putman, 
J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 
J.  Abell, 
James  Romeyn, 
J.  Searle, 
A.  Van  Bergen, 
S".  Robertson. — 44. 
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I.  S.  Demund, 

E.  Van  Aken, 

F.  F.  Cornell, 
W.  Reily, 

A.  A.  Marselus, 
J.  H.  Smock, 

B.  C.  Taylor, 
J.  W.  Stewart, 

G.  I.  Garretson, 
I.  Rapelye, 

E.  Suydam, 
W.  R.  Gordon, 
J.  R.  Talmage, 


NAYS. 

P.  Brett, 
G.  C.  Schanck, 
D.  Jacobus, 
J.  B.  Alliger, 

C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 
R.  Sluyter, 

R.  Van  Alstyne, 
R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 

D.  Van  Olinda, 
W.  Pitcher, 

J.  Middlemas, 

T.  A.  Ammerman. — 25. 


The  ayes  and  nays  on  the  third  resolution  being  called  for,  were 
taken,  and  are  as  follows  : 


AYES. 


T.  De  Witt, 

E.  Van  Aken, 
I.  Ferris, 

F.  F.  Cornell, 
W.  Reily, 

A.  A.  Marselus, 
J.  C.  Van  Liew, 
J.  H.  Smock, 

P.  Z.  Elmendorf, 
P.  Wortman, 
John  Garretson, 

B.  C.  Taylor, 
R.  Wells, 
W.  Stephens, 

G.  Newkirk, 
J.  W.  Stewart, 
W.  Eltinge, 
P.  Allen, 


J.  M.  Van  Buren, 

I.  N.  Wyckoff, 

R.  V.  De  Witt, 

W.  W.  Grosbeck, 

C.  L.  Van  Dyke, 

E.  Alliger, 

A.  N.  Kittle, 

R.  Sluyter, 

R.  Van  Alstyne, 

I.  Hutton, 

J.  Birkby, 

J.  Wood, 

J.  I.  Quick, 

P.  V.  N.  Norris, 

A.  Knickerbacker, 

J.  Murphy, 

J.  Starks, 

W.  Knox, 
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G.  I.  Garretson, 
R.  O.  Currie, 
I.  Rapelye, 
E.  Suydam, 
J.  Williamson, 
P.  Labagh, 
H.  Vedder, 
A.  M.  Mann, 
P.  Brett, 
J.  S.  Lord, 
G.  C.  Schanck, 
D.  Jacobus, 

I.  S.  Demund, 
W.  R.  Gordon, 
D.  Van  Olinda, 
The  Rev.  W.  Pitcher, 


R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 

S.  Robertson, 

F.  Bassler, 

J.  Van  Vechten, 

C.  S.  Groot, 

J.  Putman, 

J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 

J.  Abell, 

J.  Romeyn, 

J.  Searle, 

A.  Van  Bergen. — 59. 

NAYS. 

J.  B.  Alliger, 
J.  Middlemas, 
T.  A.  Ammerman. — 
was  excused  from  voting. 


Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Ennis,  from  the 
decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  not  sustaining  his 
appeal  from  the  sentence  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  suspending 
him  from  the  ministry. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Van  Liew  was  accredited  as  counsel  for  Mr. 
Ennis  ;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  C.  Taylor  and  Ransford  Wells,  as 
commissioners  from  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Ferris,  D.  D.,  as  commissioner  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New- 
York. 

The  Synod  considered  the  appeal  in  the  following  order. 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read. 

3.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read. 

4-  The  parties  were  heard.  The  appellant  by  his  counsel,  and 
the  Classis  by  their  commissioners. 

5.  The  commissioner  from  the  Particular  Synod  of  New-York 
was  heard  in  explanation  of  the  grounds  of  their  decision,  and  of 
the  manner  of  their  procedure  in  the  case. 
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6.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  reply  by  his  counsel. 

Before  proceeding  to  deliberate  on  the  case,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Yates, 
by  request  of  the  Synod,  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace  for  direc- 
tion. The  parties  then  withdrew,  and  the  Synod  proceeded  to 
deliberate  and  decide. 

The  roll  of  the  Synod  was  called,  and  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers expressed. 

The  following  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  : — Resolved, 
That  the  appeal  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resolution,  excluding  those  from 
a  vote  who  had  voted  in  the  case,  either  in  Classis  or  Particular 
Synod,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

AYES. 

J.  B.  Ten  Eyck, 
F.  H.  Vanderveer, 
J.  W.  Ward.— 6. 


S.  Van  Santvoord, 
J.  Middlemas, 
H.  Becker, 


T.  DeWitt, 
I.  S.  Demund, 
J.  M.  Matthews, 
A.  A.  Marselus, 
J.  H.  Smock, 
P.  Z.  Elmendorf, 
W.  Stephens, 
G.  Newkirk, 
J.  W.  Stewart, 

D.  C.  Dusenbury, 
G.  I.  Garretson, 
R.  O.  Currie, 
W.  R.  Gordon, 

I.  Rapelye, 

E.  Suydam, 
Vol.  V. 


NAYS. 

A.  N.  Kittle, 
R.  Sluyter, 
R.  Van  Alstine, 
I.  Hutton, 
J.  Birkby, 
J.  Wood, 
J.  J.  Quick, 
P.  V.  N.  Morrrs, 
A.  Knickerbacker, 
J.  Murphy, 
J.  P.  Spinner, 
J.  L.  Stark, 
R.  D.  Van  Kleeck, 
S.  Robertson, 
W.  Lockhead, 
64 
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P.  Labagh,  J. 

H.  Vedder,  W.  Pitcher, 

W.  S.  Heyer,  A.  Yates, 

I.  Roosevelt,  C.  J.  Fonda, 

J.  S.  Lord,  C.  S.  Groot, 

D.  Jacobus,  J.  Putman, 

J.  M.  Van  Buren,  J.  C.  F.  Hoes, 

I.  N.  Wyckoff,  T.  A.  Ammerman, 

R.  V.  De  Witt,  J.  Romeyn, 

W.  VV.  Grosebeck,  B.  Hoff, 

J.  B.  Alliger,  J.  Searle, 

C.  L.  Van  Dyke,  A.  Van  Bergen. — 55. 

E.  Alliger, 

The  parties  were  then  called  in,  and  the  result  was  announced, 
when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Vechten,  at  the  request  of  Synod,  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  J.  M.  Matthews,  D.  D.,  W.  Eltinge,  D.  D.f 
Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  the  Elders,  Richard  V.  De  Witt  and 
William  B.  Crosby,  be  a  committee  to  report  at  the  next  General 
Synod,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  rules,  it  may  be  expedient  for 
this  Synod  to  adopt  for  their  government  when  acting  as  a  court  of 
appeal. 

Synod  took  up  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Abraham  Best,  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Particular  Synod,  of  Albany,  not  sustaining  his  appeal 
from  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  confirming  his  suspension  from 
the  communion  by  the  church  of  Amity. 

The  Rev.  Asahel  Bronson  was  accredited  as  commissioner  from 
the  consistory  of  the  church  of  Amity.  The  Rev.  D.  Van  Olinda 
was  recognised  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Best. 

Synod  proceeded  to  consider  the  appeal  in  the  following  order  : 

1.  The  sentence  appealed  from  was  read. 

2.  The  appeal,  and  reasons  of  appeal,  were  read-. 

3.  The  documents  in  the  case  were  read  in  the  order  prescribed 
by  the  Committee  on  Overtures  and  Judicial  Business. 
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4.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  support  of  his  appeal  by  his 
counsel,  and  the  consistory  of  the  church  of  Amity  by  their  com- 
missioner. 

5.  The  appellant  was  heard  in  reply  by  his  counsel. 

The  parties  having  withdrawn  the  roll  was  called,  and  the  opin- 
ions of  the  members  expressed,  when  the  following  motion  was 
made  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  appeal  be  sustained. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  resolution,  excluding  those  who 
had  voted  in  the  case  either  in  the  Classis  or  the  Particular  Synod 
of  Albany,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

Church  Government. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  committee  appointed  by  the  last 
General  Synod,  (p.  380,)  on  the  subject  of  the  manner  of  dealing 
with  the  baptized  members  of  the  church,  which  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Yates,  D.  D.,  William  S.  Heyer  and  Isaac  Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  the 
Elders,  Isaac  Hutton  and  George  Newkirk. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  accepted :  where- 
upon, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  two  reports,  embracing  the  whole  subject,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Andrew  Yates,  D.  D.,  and  Samuel  A.  Van  Vran- 
ken,  D.  D.,  and  that  they  report  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
Synod. 

Whereas,  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  at  its  last  session, 
sustained  the  appeal  of  a  person  suspended,  under  the  rule  of  the 
church,  for  the  marriage  of  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  on  the  ground 
of  the  impropriety  of  the  law, 

Resolved,  That  every  inferior  judicatory  is  bound  to  act  under 
the  laws  of  the  church  until  they  shall  have  been  regularly  and 
constitutionally  changed. 
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Synod  took  up  the  resolution  proposed  at  the  last  General  Synod 
on  the  subject  of  the  duties  of  Committees  on  Consistorial  Minutes, 
and  adopted  the  same.     It  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That,  according  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Consistories,  to  report  for  correction, 
adjudication,  or  advice,  all  matters  which  may  demand  the  action 
of  Classes. 

ARTICLE    X. 

Doctrines  and  Morals. 

Certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  existing  enactments  of  the 
church,  on  the  subject  of  the  marriage  of  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
were  proposed,  and  after  a  short  discussion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  same,  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

ARTICLE    XI. 

Customs  and   Usages, 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Schools  and   Christian  Education. 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Synod's  Board  of  the 
Sabbath  School  Union  was  received  and  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Education, 
which  was  read  and  accepted.  So  much  of  it  as  related  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Collins,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Professo- 
rate, and  the  residue  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  report 
to  Synod — the  past  year,  like  the  previous,  has  been  one  of  much 
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anxiety  to  your  Board,  and  of  pecuniary  trial  to  many  of  their 
beneficiaries.  No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  number  of  Scholar- 
ships, of  which  the  following  have  been  endowed,  and  are  now 
productive. 

1.  The  Van  Rensselaer.  2.  Rutgers.  3.  William  Patterson 
Van  Rensselaer.  4.  Cornell.  5.  Wyckoif.  6.  Heyer.  7.  Mar- 
garet  Burgess.  8.  John  Clark.  9.  Isaac  L.  Kipp.  10.  James 
Bogert,  Jr.     11.  Tannika  Turk.     12.   Richard  Cadmus. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  your  Board  were  left  with 
an  exhausted  treasury,  and  a  large  sum  due  the  young  men  under 
our  care. 

From  this  difficulty,  we  have  not  been  entirely  relieved,  although 
we  have  received  unexpected  aid,  by  a  legacy  of  $500,  from  a 
gentleman  lately  of  Orange  County,  New-York.  This  sum  was 
paid  by  his  executor,  J.  W.  Philips,  Esq.,  a  few  days  since,  and 
was  immediately  disposed  of.  We  do  not  report  the  name  of  this 
benevolent  individual,  as  he  requested,  in  his  will,  that  no  publica- 
tion of  his  name^should  be  made. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  most  timely  and  unexpected  addition  to 
our  funds,  we  have  been  compelled  to  adopt  extra  means  to  meet 
our  liabilities,  and  will,  on  the  10th  of  this  month,  be  in  debt, 
for  money  borrowed  on  the  notes  of  our  Treasurer,  to  the  amount 
of  $ 700,  to  meetjwhich  we  have  nothing  but  the  ordinary  receipts 
and  contributions  from  the  churches.  \ 

We  would,  therefore,  reiterate  the  necessity  of  more  decided 
and  systematic  action,  in  reference  to  the  funds  raised  for  this 
charity,  if  the  Synod  desire^to  carry  on,  without  embarrasment,  the 
work  of  education  for  the  gospel  ministry. 

We  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  something  like  the  fol- 
lowing plan. 

First.  That  the  Synod  enjoin  it  on  the  several  classes,  at 
one  of  their  stated  meetings,  to  appoint  annually,  one  or  more  of 
their  number,  to  be  their  agents  for  this  charity. 

At  present  this  appointment  is  made  by  the  Board,  and  is  not 
therefore,  attended  with  the  authority  of  a  church  judicature,  and 
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is  often  declined,  at  a  great  loss  of  time  to  the  operations  of  the 
Board. 

Secondly.  That  the  classes  should  request  the  churches  under 
their  care,  to  fix  a  definite  period,  at  which  they  should  attend  to 
the  collections  for  this  object,  and  forward  them  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board. 

Your  Board  have  hitherto  received  every  proper  applicant,  re- 
posing  with  confidence  on  the  churches,  to  sustain  us  in  our  engage- 
ments— but  during  the  past  year,  we  have  been  compelled  to 
decline  receiving  two  or  three  promising  young  men.  We  did  not 
dare  to  increase  responsibilities,  to  meet  which,  we  saw  no  im- 
mediate prospect. 

Your  Board  have  at  times  feared,  that,  from  some  cause  or  other, 
there  was  a  growing  dissatisfaction  towards  this  peculiar  charity; 
the  result  of  which  will  be,  to  lessen  the  facilities  now  existing  to 
poor  and  pious  young  men  seeking  the  ministry.  We  are  indeed 
aware,  that  in  the  anxiety  to  increase  the  numbers  of  our  ministry, 
young  men  have  been  received  who  were  unworthy  ;  and  we  would 
earnestly  insist  on  the  duty  of  exercising  great  care,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  candidates.  It  should  never  be  deemed  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute a  claim  on  the  charity  of  the  church,  that  a  young  man  pos- 
sess piety,  there  ought  always  to  be  connected  with  it,  other  qualifi- 
cations ;  there  should  be  manifest  superior^-  also,  in  perseverance 
and  mental  endowments.  The  Board  are  fully  persuaded,  that  it 
would  be  far  better  both  for  the  interest  of  our  own  church,  and  for 
the  cause  of  Christ,  that  her  ministry  should  rather  be  fewer  in 
number,  and  strong  in  those  points  which  make  a  ministry  useful, 
than  large  in  number,  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  talent, 
piety  and  efficiency.  It  should  also  be  remembered,  that  while  the 
worldly  inducements,  to  the  gospel  ministry,  are  small  to  young  men 
in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  they  are  not  so  to  those  who  are  the 
legitimate  objects  of  this  charity  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  gospel  minis- 
try comes  before  them  as  a  means  of  worldly  advancement,  and 
peculiarly  exposes  them  to  be  influenced  by  motives  other  than  a 
desire  to  glorify  God.    With  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  young 
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men  now  under  our  care,  we  rejoice  to  be  able  to  speak  generally 
with  approbation.  The  whole  number  on  our  list  is  thirty-eight. 
This  number,  however,  has  been  reduced  to  thirty-five,  who  are  re- 
ceiving our  aid.  Two  of  our  beneficiaries  have  nobly  relinquished 
the  appropriations  granted  them  by  the  Board,  having  been  enabled 
to  obtain  the  means  of  prosecuting  their  studies  from  other  sources. 
One  has  been  cut  down  by  the  hand  of  death.  William  E.  Conover, 
a  beneficiary  of  the  church  of  Greenwich,  was  suddenly  arrested 
in  his  studies  by  disease,  and  instead  of  being  allowed,  as  had  been 
fondly  hoped  by  many,  to  stand  in  the  house  of  God  below,  and 
plead  for  his  Master,  he  has  been  removed,  to  minister,  we  trust,  in 
the  upper  sanctuary. 

The  Board  would  present  to  Synod,  the  name  of  Mr.  Collins,  as 
a  suitable  person  to  be  recommended  by  them,  to  receive  the  aid  of 
the  Van  Benschoten  fund. 

The  amount  of  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during  the  past  year, 
has  been  $4,180  61;  the  amount  of  payments  has  been  $4,162  96, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $17  65. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  I1UTTON,  Cor.  Sec'y. 

New- York,  June  1st,  1841. 

The  Treasurer's  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Gene- 
ral Synod's  Sabbath  School  Union,  whose  term  of  service  has  ex- 
pired. On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were 
elected,  viz:  Rev.  George  Bethune,  D.  D.;  John  Knox,  D.  D., 
Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  Gustavus  Abeel,  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  D.  D., 
and  Messrs.  Martin  W.  Brett,  John  M.  Keese,  James  D.  Oliver, 
Charles  S.  Little,  Cornelius  L.  Hardenburgh,  Richard  V.  De  Witt, 
and  Isaac  Schuyler. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  proceed- 
ed to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Education,  whose  term 
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of  service  has  expired.  On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
the  following  were  elected,  viz  :  Rev.  Samuel  Van  Vranken,  D.D., 
Mancius  S.  Hutton,  and  Mr.  Abraham  Van  Nest. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  to  report — 

From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  learn  that  twelve 
scholarships  are  now  endowed  and  productive.  But  one  of  these, 
the  Richard  Cadmus  Scholarship,  amounts  to  only  81,751.  By  the 
will  of  Mr.  Cadmus,  the  sum  bequeathed  was  $2,000.  The  exec- 
utor has,  however,  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  the  legacies  of  the 
said  testator,  in  consequence  of  insufficiency  of  the  estate  to  pay 
the  full  amounts. 

That  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  donor  may  be  carried  out, 
it  appears  just  and  proper  that  the  amount  paid  in  be  suffered  to 
accumulate  until  the  full  $2,000  shall  be  realized. 

The  number  of  beneficiaries  aided  the  past  year  is  thirty-eight, 
and  the  number  now  on  the  list  is  thirty-five. 

The  Board  have  been  under  the  necessity,  from  lack  of  funds,  to 
refuse  some  worthy  applicants  for  aid.  And  the  committee  regret 
to  state,  that,  notwithstanding  the  unexpected  legacy  of  $500,  re- 
ceived by  the  Board,  they  are  involved  in  a  debt  of  $700  for  mon- 
ey borrowed. 

This  state  of  things  calls  for  further  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Synod.  The  Board  urge  two  important  particulars,  with  a  view  to 
systematic  operation. 

It  has  heretofore  been  customary  for  the  Board  to  appoint  two 
individuals  connected  with  each  Classis  as  agents  in  behalf  of  this 
cause.  But  as  it  often  occurs  that  the  persons  appointed  decline 
the  service,  and  as  the  Classis  can  with  greater  certainty  ascertain 
who  can  most  efficiently  render  the  desired  service,  these  appoint- 
ments can  be  more  happily  made  by  them  than  by  the  Board. 

And  further,  if  arrangements  can  be  made  by  the  consistories  of 
the  respective  churches,  for  attending  to  this  system  of  operation  in 
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behalf  of  this  cause  at  fixed  periods,  more  permanence  and  effi- 
ciency will  be  given  to  the  important  movements  of  the  Board. 

Another  subject  of  moment  in  this  matter  is  the  increasing  debt 
of  the  Board.  How  far  it  is  prudent  for  the  Board  to  pursue  the 
plan  of  borrowing  money,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  ;  and  the 
committee  earnestly  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  the 
resolutions  of  General  Synod,  on  page  393,  of  Minutes  of  1840. 
A  careful  attention  to  the  principles  therein  expressed,  may  be  in- 
strumental  in  limiting  the  amount  of  indebtedness. 

The  Board  fear  there  is  a  growing  dissatisfaction  towards  this  pe- 
culiar charity ;  and  from  the  diminished  contributions  to  their 
treasury,  there  may  be  cause  for  such  fear.  Your  committee  are 
aware,  that,  in  every  benevolent  operation,  experience  shows  there 
may  be  abuses  ;  but  when  these  are  detected  and  promptly  remedied, 
the  experience  proves  of  value  for  the  future.  In  this  the  Board 
no  doubt  have  profited,  and  their  carefulness  in  selecting  suitable 
beneficiaries,  and  the  correctness  of  the  conduct  of  those  now  under 
their  care,  is  evidence  of  the  discrimination  of  the  Board,  and  a  com. 
mendation  of  the  present  recipients  of  the  church's  favor  in  this 
department. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  of  the  Board,  for  the  past  year, 
amount  to  $4,180  61,  and  the  expenditures  to  $4,162  96,  leaving  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $17  65. 
From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  we  learn 

that  the  amount  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund  is,  $19,980  00 
And  the  amount  of  the  Knox  Fund  is,  2,000  00 

The  amount  of  the  twelve  scholarships  invested  by  the 

Board  of  Corporation  of  General  Synod,  23,451  20 

Together  making  a  total  of  $45,431  20 

The  interest  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  education  of 
indigent  students.  Besides  which  there  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  interest 
on  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  $1,288  64 

And  interest  on  the  Knox  Fund,  due  1st  May  last,  120  00 

And  interest  due  on  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  1,466  50 

Vol.  V.  65 
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The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Sabbath-school 
Union  of  General  Synod  has  been  examined  by  your  committee. 
From  this  it  appears  that  there  are  now  seventy-one  schools  con- 
nected with  this  Union,  and  these  exist  in  forty-nine  churches. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  small  a  number  of  the  churches  have  as 
yet  placed  their  schools  under  the  care  of  the  Svnod's  Board  ;  and 
your  committee  believe  it  important  that  the  principles  and  plan  of 
operation  of  this  Board  should  be  more  carefully  examined,  and 
acted  on  by  the  churches  under  the  care  of  the  Synod.  The 
Board  make  application  to  the  General  Synod  for  the  privilege  of 
conferring  Honorary  Membership  ;  and  as  this  may  be  a  means 
of  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Board,  it  is  advisable  to  grant  the 
request,  subject  however  to  a  restriction  of  such  members  from  the 
right  of  voting. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Board  should,  at  the  close  of  the 
second  year  of  its  existence,  be  found  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 
$600.  The  committee  ieel  that  great  caution  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  not  to  suffer  a  heavy  accumulation  of  indebtedness. 
And  as  most  of  the  churches,  whose  schools  are  in  connection  with 
this  Board,  are  able  to  meet  the  expenses  of  their  respective 
schools,  your  committee  would  urge  the  Board  to  insist,  in  such 
cases,  on  the  payment,  by  such  churches,  of  the  full  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  books  they  draw  from  the  depository.  This  will 
doubtless  enable  the  Board,  by  collections  and  donations,  to  aid 
such  schools  as  are  really  unable  to  meet  their  own  expenses. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  cause  the 
annual  interest  on  the  scholarship  endowed  by  the  late  Richard 
Cadmus,  deceased,  to  be  added  to  the  principal  already  invested,  un- 
til the  same  shall  have  accumulated  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  be  instructed,  at  their  stated 
sessions,  succeeding  the  stated  sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  agents  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
that  the  stated  clerks  of  the  respective  Classes  notify  the  said  Board 
of  the  agents  so  appointed. 
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3.  Resolved,  That  the  Classes  urge  upon  the  consistories  of  the 
churches  under  their  care,  to  fix  a  stated  period  at  which  their  con- 
tributions to  the  Board  of  Education  shall  be  made. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Education  be 
specially  called  to  the  6th  and  7th  sections  in  the  plan  for  the  or- 
ganization of  said  Board,  as  found  on  page  73,  Minutes  of  General 
Synod,  of  June,  1832. 

In  regard  to  the  Sabbath- school  Union  of  General  Synod,  the 
committee  submit  the  following  : 

o 

1.  Resolved,  That  on  the  payment  of  thirty  dollars,  the  Board 
of  Sabbath. school  Union  be  authorized  to  issue  certificates  of  life 
membership  to  the  respective  donors,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  meet 
with  said  Board,  and  take  part  in  their  deliberations. 

2.  Resolved,  That  said  Board  require  of  consistories  able  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  Sabb;ith-schools  in  their  respective  church- 
es, the  fuil  amount  for  which  books  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
depository  for  said  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

Rutgers   College. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgera 
College,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church — 

The  following  named  young  men  have  received  aid  from  the  in- 
terest arising  from  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  Funds,  from  1st 
x\pril,  1840,  to  1st  April,  1841. 

Van  Benschoten  Fund. 

E.  Vedder,  ....  8143  00 

F.  T.  Drake,  .  .  .  .  120  00 
J.  Watson,             .              .              .              .             120  00 


514 


JUNE,  1841. 

A.  C.  Millspaugh, 

120  00 

G.  Spaulding. 

143  00 

W.  E.  Turner,      . 

120  00 

G.  M.  P.  Myer,     . 

120  00 

R.  H.  Steele, 

Knox  Fund. 

60  00 

R.  Willis, 

.              , 

120  00 

A.  B.  Winfield,     . 

• 

120  00 

$1166  00 
Five  of  the  above  named  young  men  leave  here  at  the  next 
commencement. 

Amount  of  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  1st  April,  1841,  $19,980  00 
Interest  on         do.  do.       do.  due  1st  May,  1841,      1,466  50 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  1,288  64 


Amount  of  the  Knox  Fund,  1st  April,  1841, 
Interest  on  do.      do.     due  1st  May,  1841. 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer, 


$2,000  00 
120  00 
102  89 


P.   SPADER, 

Treasurer  Rutgers  College. 


New-Brunswick,  June,  1841. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Superintendents  of 
Rutgers  College,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Professorate. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College  beg  leave  to 
present  to  the  General  Synod  their  Annual  Report.  They  are 
gratified  in  being  able  to  state,  that  the  institution  continues  to 
prosper,  and  to  advance  in  usefulness  and  respectability.  From  a 
recent  report  of  the  Faculty  to  the  Board,  it  appears,  "That  the 
whole  number  of  students  at  this  time  in  actual  attendance  upon 
the  lectures  is  eighty-two,  of  whom  there  are  in  the 
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Senior  Class, 

20, 

Junior  Class, 

22, 

Sophomore  Class, 

20, 

Freshmen  Class, 

20, 
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82. 
"  That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  in  April  last,  the  permanent 
services  of  Dr.  Beck  were  secured,  as  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
That  in  addition  to  his  duties  in  that  department,  he  will  lecture  also 
on  Botany  and  Mineralogy,  and  on  Experimental  Philosophy,  which 
latter  subject  has  heretofore  been  intrusted  to  the  Professor  of  Ma- 
thematics.  Dr.  Beck  is  now  engaged  in  a  short  course  of  lectures 
on  Botany  and  Mineralogy,  to  the  Senior  Class,  under  the  recent 
arrangement. 

"  They  further  report,  that  at  the  said  meeting  of  the  Trustees, 
an  adjunct  Professor  of  Languages  was  also  appointed,  who  has 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  station.  By  this  arrangement,  the 
Faculty  hope  to  be  able  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  a  tutor, 
after  the  approaching  Commencement,  at  which  time  the  engage- 
ment of  the  present  incumbent  will  terminate. 

"  A  Professor  of  the  French  language,  and  a  Professor  of  the 
German  language,  have  also  been  appointed.  The  prior  engage- 
ments of  the  former,  have  not  permitted  him  as  yet  to  commence 
his  duties  here,  but  in  the  meanwhile,  the  German  Professor,  in  ad- 
dition  to  his  appropriate  duties,  is  now  teaching  the  French  Ian- 
guage  also,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employers  and  the  Fa- 
culty  of  the  College.  Opportunity  is  thus  offered  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  modern  languages,  which  many  members  of  this  in- 
stitulion,  and  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  have  readily  embraced. 

"  The  Grammar  School  connected  with  the  College,  has  lately 
been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Liew,  late  of  Spots- 
wood.  No  return  of  the  actual  number  of  pupils  there  has  been 
made  to  this  Faculty,  but  it  is  understood  to  be  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. From  the  established  character  of  the  rector,  as  a  teacher, 
no  doubt  is  entertained  of  the  complete  success  of  the  school  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  and  best  interests  of  this 
College. 
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"The  Faculty  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  report  their  entire 
satisfaction,  as  to  the  diligence  and  general  conduct  of  the  stu- 
dents. Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  whole  academic  year,  now 
nearly  expired,  to  qualify  in  the  slightest  degree  the  commendation 
of  the  Faculty  of  the  moral  deportment  and  studious  habits  of  the 
present  members  of  the  classes." 

The  Synod  are  aware,  that,  since  the  last  communication  from  this 
Board,  the  Rev.  Professor  Milledoler,  who  so  long  and  so  success- 
fully discharged  the  office  of  President  of  the  institution,  has  re- 
signed his  situation,  and  that  the  Hon.  Abraham  Bruyn  Hasbrouck 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him.  The  latter  gentleman  has  had 
charge  of  the  College  since  September  last,  and  the  Board  have 
entire  confidence  he  will  continue  to  fulfil  the  expectations  which 
a  knowledge  (S  his  character  induced  the  Trustees  to  form  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment. 

The  Rev.  John  Ogilby,  the  Professor  of  Languages,  having  re- 
ceived a  call  to  a  more  extended  field  of  usefulness,  has  also  re- 
signed his  professorship.  The  Trustees  elected  the  Rev.  John 
Proudfit,  of  New-York,  to  take  his  place.  Mr.  Proudfit  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office  some  months  since,  and  has  discharged 
them  with  great  acceptance. 

While  the  Board  congratulate  the  Synod  upon  the  report  which 
they  are  able  to  present,  they  would  desire  to  praise  God  for  his 
goodness  manifested  during  the  past  year.     That  he  has  continued 
to  smile  upon  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  advance  the 
cause  of  sound  learning  and  true  religion.     That  he  has  opened  the 
hearts  of  many  to  give  liberally  towards  the  further  and  permanent 
endowment  of  this  seat  of  science  ;   and  that  while  some  of  the  fa- 
thers are  falling  asleep,  he  has  continued  to  raise  up  other  friends 
and  benefactors,  to  cherish  its  interests,  and  successfully  uphold  its 
banner  among  the  favored  institutions  of  our  country. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
JOHN  KNOX, 
SAMUEL  B.  HOW, 
C.  L.  HARDENBERGH, 
JAMES  B.  HARDENBERGH, 
ABRAHAM  VAN  NEST. 
Junel2th,  1841. 
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ARTICLE  XIV. 


Professorate. 


The  period  for  which  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theo- 
logical  Seminary  were  elected,  having  expired,  Synod  proceeded  to 
a  new  election.  Nominations  were  received  from  the  Classes  of 
New-York,  South  Classis  of  New-York,  New-Brunswick.  Long. 
Island,  Poughkeepsie,  Paramus,  Bergen,  Passaic,  Washington, 
Schenectady,  Ulster,  Montgomery,  Schoharie,  Rensselaer,  Cayuga, 
which  were  confirmed.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations, to  report  double  the  number  of  persons  from  whom  to 
choose  members  for  the  classes  which  have  not  nominated.  The 
committee  reported,  and  the  election  took  place  accordingly.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  chosen  to  constitute  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  viz  :  Rev. 
Nicholas  I.  Marselus,  John  E.  Miller,  Ransford  Wells,  J.  Addison 
VanDoren,  Wilhelmus  Eltinge,  D.  D.,  Isaac  P.  Labagh,  Garret  C. 
Schanck,  John  H.  Van  Wagenen,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  Isaac  N.  Wyck- 
off,  D.  D.,  John  Lillie,  James  Romeyn,  Richard  D.  Van  Kleeck, 
Jacob  D.  Fonda,  Abraham  J.  Swits,  Hugh  M.  Boyd,  John  A.  Liddle, 
John  C.  Vandervoort,  and  Ferdinand  H,  Vanderveer. 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Professorate  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing as  their  report,  viz  : 

The  documents  placed  in  their  hands  have  been  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  in  reference  to  the  various  subjects  contained  therein. 
The  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  them  in 
order. 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction.  The  special 
point  of  attention  here,  is  the  fact,  that  the  subscriptions  to  the 
third  professorship  are  not  in  some  cases  promptly  paid — a  circum- 
stance to  be  greatly  regretted,  as  it  may  affect  the  ability  of  the 
Board  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Theological  School. 
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It  appears  that  notes  have  been  given  in  numerous  cases  by  the 
subscribers,  and  that  they  have  expected  to  be  only  called  on  for 
the  interest,  annually,  being  left  to  their  own  option  as  to  the  time 
of  taking  up  their  notes.  See  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  for  1835, 
pages  346,  and  423. 

In  the  Synod  of  1840,  the  collection  of  these  was  recommended, 
and  now  there  seems  to  be  no  other  course,  than  for  the  Synod  to 
re-enact  the  same  recommendation,  and  leave  the  matter  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Direction,  expressing  the  earnest  hope  that 
the  parties  interested  will  faithfully  meet  their  pledges. 

2.  Superintendents  of  Theological  Seminary.  This  Board 
present,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Synod,  their  present  organiza- 
tion, of  which  they  solicit  a  modification,  so  that  the  members  cho- 
sen may  serve  for  three  years,  and  thus  secure  constantly  in  the 
Board  the  services  of  those  who  are  familiar  with  its  business. 

In  this  arrangement  there  is  an  evident  propriety,  and  the  com- 
mittee accordingly  recommend  to  Synod  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Board  be  chosen  hereafter 
for  three  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  now  chosen  shall,  at  the  ensuing 
meeting,  arrange  itself  by  lot  into  three  classes  ;  the  first  to  serve 
for  one  year,  the  second  for  two  years,  and  the  third  for  three  years  ; 
and  that  the  Board  report  annually  what  seats  become  vacant  each 
year. 

In  reference  to  the  stated  clerk  of  the  Board,  your  committee 
recommend  that  he  be  a  permanent  officer,  i.  e.  continue  from  year 
to  year  until  he  shall  resign,  or  any  Board,  for  sufficient  cause, 
shall  elect  a  successor. 

The  subject  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents, has  again  been  brought  up  ;  the  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Direction,  as  it  is  said,  not  being  able  to  find  authority  given 
him  to  make  payment  of  such  accounts. 

The  General  Synod,  at  the  adjourned  session  of  1839,  (see  page 
317,  of  Minutes,)  resolved  that  these  expenses  should  be  paid.  But 
whether  the  treasurer  had  no  notice  of  such  resolution,  or  the  bill 
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submitted  was  not  properly  authenticated,  and  that  either  of  these 
led  him  to  withhold  payment,  does  not  appear.  To  remove  all 
doubt,  your  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direction  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  the  bills  for  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  when  the  same  shall  have  passed  by  the 
vote  of  the  Board,  and  be  certified  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Board  ; 
and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  furnish  him  a  certified 
copy  of  this  act. 

With  a  view  to  secure  a  sufficient  time  for  the  examination  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  the  Board  deem  it  desirable  to  have  the 
day  of  their  annual  meeting  altered. 

Your  committee  fully  coincide  with  the  Board,  and  recommend 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary,  begin  on  the  Tuesday 
preceding  the  second  Wednesday  in  July  ;  and  that  the  Staled 
Clerk  of  the  Board  jnve  notice  of  the  same,  through  the  Christian 
Intelligencer,  each  year. 

3.  Applications  for  Dispensations.  Mr.  Charles  S.  Hage- 
man,  a  graduate  of  Rutgers  College,  and  at  present  a  member  of 
the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  asks  an  allowance  of  the 
time  spent  in  said  seminary,  and  that  he  may  be  admitted,  when  his 
studies  are  finished,  to  his  examination  for  licensure,  by  one  of  our 
Classes. 

The  committee  have  examined  particularly  into  the  facts  of  this 
case,  and  are  satisfied  that  Mr.  Hageman's  prosecution  of  his 
studies,  at  another  seminary  than  that  of  his  own  Church,  grows  out 
of  circumstances  beyond  his  control  ;  and  that  while  this  Synod 
are  justly  cautious  of  any  dispensations  which  may  tend  to  weaken 
attachment  to  their  own  Institution,  they  should  grant  his  request. 
They  accordingly  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  Charles  S.  Hageman  be  granted  ; 
and  that  when  he  has  completed  three  years'  study  in  his  present 
Vol.  V.  66 
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situation,  he  shall  offer  himself  for  examination  by  the  Board  of 
Superintendents,  at  their  annual  meeting  at  New-Brunswick  ;  and 
if  such  examination  be  sustained,  he  receive  a  certificate  accord, 
ingly,  whicli  shall  be  the  warrant  to  the  Classis  to  proceed  to  his 
licensure. 

Jacob  A.  Lansing,  a  member  of  the  junior  class  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  and  forty-eight  years  of  age,  asks,  that  his  second 
year  may  be  dispensed  with,  and  he  be  passed  to  the  senior  class, 
with  a  view  to  his  licensure  a  year  from  July.  This  case  is 
strongly  recommended  by  the  theological  faculty,  who  say,  that  in 
consideration  of  his  piety,  age,  gifts,  prudence,  and  sound 
judgment,  as  well  as  his  knowledge  of  Divine  truth,  his  request 
may  well  be  granted. 

Your  committee  recommend,  that  the  request  of  Jacob  A.  Lan- 
sing be  granted ;  and  that,  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  he  be 
transferred  to  the  senior  class. 

4.  Van  Benschoten  Fund.  It  appears  that  there  will  be  places 
for  five  beneficiaries  on  this  fund,  at  the  close  of  the  present  theo- 
logical year.  As  it  is  difficult  for  this  Synod,  from  the  want  of  proper 
documents,  to  judge  who  among  the  beneficiaries  of  the  Church 
may  have  a  preference  of  recommendation,  your  committee  would 
recommend,  that  this  matter,  at  the  present  time,  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  that  they  may  name  to  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College  the  persons  who  should  be  transferred  to  the 
Van  Ben3chotcn  Fund  ;  and  that  the  trustees  be  requested  to  act  on 
such  recommendation,  as  if  coming  directly  from  this  Synod. 

5.  Rutgers  College.  The  committee  have  examined  the  re- 
port  of  the  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College,  but  find  nothing  to 
require  the  action  of  Synod. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  FERRIS,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  extra 
session  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  and  the  papers  of  the  Rev. 
Professor  Milledoler,  relative  to  certain  difficulties  in  the  Theologi- 
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cal  Seminary,  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Synod  have  referred  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
at  a  special  session,  held  in  May  last,  to  consider  a  memorial  of 
twenty-six  students  of  the  Senior  and  Middle  Classes,  in  relation  to 
the  course  of  instruction  in  the  department  of  the  Professor  of  Di. 
dactic  Theology,  and  also  certain  communications  from  the  Profes- 
sor,  in  relation  to  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report : 

Your  committee  cannot  but  remark,  that  serious  difficulties  en- 
compass the  subject  presented  to  their  consideration  in  said  papers. 
Still  they  trust,  while  many  great  interests  of  your  Seminary  and 
Church  are  involved,  that  in  the  gracious  leadings  of  the  God  of 
Zion,  we  shall  find  the  way  of  duty  made  clear. 

That  every  branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  bound  to  pay  es- 
pecial attention  to  the  mode,  the  character,  and  the  adequacy  of 
the  instructions  whereby  her  youth  are  to  be  fitted  for  the  great 
and  responsible  office  of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  is  a  princi- 
ple long  ago  established  and  acted  on  by  our  Church.  She  has 
always  deemed  it  a  matter  of  the  greatest  moment,  to  train  up  her 
sons  in  such  a  way  as  to  furnish  the  Church  with  a  ministry  fully 
qualified  to  teach  men  the  great  system  of  the  truths  of  salvation. 
Success  has  hitherto,  to  a  desirable  extent,  met  her  wishes,  and  been 
the  fruit  of  the  divine  blessing  upon  her  efforts.  Time  and  ex- 
perience have,  however,  shown  that  our  plan  of  instruction  admits 
of  and  needs  improvement.  Our  system  appears  to  require  that 
which  will  call  forth,  to  a  greater  degree,  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  mind,  as  well  as  secure  an  increased  amount  of  knowledge 
of  the  important  doctrines  of  the  gospel. 

The  use  of  a  text-book,  in  the  course  of  instruction,  should  by  all 
means  be  continued.  Such  guides  have,  for  ages  past,  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Church,  of  importance,  in  imparting  instruction  in 
the  various  branches  of  Theology.  We  would  not  lay  them  aside. 
Their  main  use,  however,  is  to  indicate  in  general  the  course  of  in- 
struction to  be  pursued  by  the  Professor.     A  text-book,  we  ap- 
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prehend,  is  not  so  much  a  book  from  which  the  student  is  to  learn, 
as  it  is  a  general  guide  to  the  Professor  in  teaching. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  further  to  remark,  that  they  feel  strong 
doubts  and  apprehensions  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  receiving 
and  acting  on  memorials  from  students  in  literary  and  theological 
institutions,  bearing  personally  upon  any  of  their  instructors,  inas- 
much as  a  dangerous  precedent  in  its  practical  operations  is  intro- 
duced. Such,  however,  is  now  the  state  of  things  bearing  upon 
the  interests  of  our  Theological  Seminary,  that  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  General  Synod  to  directlheir  attention  to  it. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  circumstances,  your  committee  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  following  course  pursued  will  be  the 
one  most  likely  to  lead  to  happy  results  to  our  Theological  Semi- 
nary. 

1.  Resolved,  That  while  this  Synod  do  not  decide  against  the 
abstract  right  of  memorial  by  the  theological  students,  yet,  in  view 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  memorial  of  certain  students 
ID  the  Theological  School,  laid  upon  the  table  of  this  Synod  by  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  be  returned  to  said  Board,  with  the  re- 
quest that  the  students  be  allowed  by  them  to  withdraw  said  memo- 
rial ;  and  that  the  Didactic  Professor  also  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  papers  on  the  table  of  Synod,  presented  by  him,  and  growing 
out  of  said  memorial. 

Whereas,  it  is  known  by  this  Synod,  that  difficulties  exist  in  the 
Theological  Seminary,  in  connexion  with  the  Didactic  Professor- 
ship, of  such  a  character  as  to  require  the  attention  of  this  body, 
therefore, 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  five  ministers  and 
two  elders,  be  appointed  by  this  body,  to  convene  at  New-Bruns- 
wick, previous  to  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Superintendents,  to  inquire  into  the  facts  necessary  to  a  competent 
understanding  of  the  case. 

3.  Resolved,  That  if,  upon  examination,  they  should  find  any 
thing  in  the  existing  mode  of  instruction,  in  said  department,  that 
operates  as  a  hindrance  to,  or  fails  in  securing  the  great  object  had 
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in  view  in  the  establishment,  of  said  branch  of  study,  said  committee 
be,  and  hereby  are  authorized,  so  to  alter  the  plan  and  mode  of  in- 
struction as  to  secure  the  greatest  attainable  efficiency,  and  thereby 
carry  out  the  designs  of  the  Church  in  the  institution  and  endow- 
ment of  the  School.  Said  committee  shall  submit  their  plan  to  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  for  their  concurrence,  and  it  shall  be 
agreed  upon  and  adopted  by  them  in  joint  meeting. 

4.  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  said  plan  shall  be  so  adopted,  it 
shall  be  forthwith  laid  before  the  Didactic  Professor,  and  shall  be 
the  law  regulating  the  course  of  instruction  in  said  department  until 
the  next  meeting  of  General  Synod,  when  it  shall  be  referred  to 
them  for  revision  and  final  action. 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  authorized  to  take  into 
consideration  whatever  they  may  deem  important  to  the  interests  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  in  any  of  its  departments  ;  and,  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  after  consultation  with  the  Professors,  to  report 
on  the  same,  to  the  next  General  Synod  ;  and  if  they  propose  any 
alterations  in  the  course  of  study  in  any  of  the  departments,  such 
alterations,  if  approved  by  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  shall  be 
considered  as  in  force,  until  the  next  session  of  General  Synod. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Andrew 
Yates,  D.  D.,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor,  John  Garretson,  and  Thomas 
if.  Strong,  and  the  Elders,  William  B.  Crosby  and  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
be  said  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  GARRETSON,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Students  in  Theology. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

Church    Visitations. 
Nothing  occurred. 
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ARTICLE    XVII. 

Prevailing    Sins. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE     XVIII. 

Missions. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  was  received,  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  submitted  his 
annual  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General 
Synod  was  received,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod  was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 

A  memorial  from  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society  to  the 
Colonial  Department,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Martini,  Charge- 
d'Affairs  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  United  States,  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bethune,  late  President  of  the  General  Synod,  were  laid  before 
Synod,  accompanied  with  translations  of  the  same,  which  were  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Domestic 
Board  be  requested  to  lay  on  the  table  of  Synod  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  appropriation  to  each  church  under  the  care  of  the 
Board. 

The  secretary  presented  the  statement  accordingly,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Rev.  John  M'Auley  preached  the  annual  missionary  sermon, 
before  the  Synod,  in  the  Middle  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  this 
city,  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  session,  from  Prov.  iii. 
35,  "the  wise  shall  inherit  glory." 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod,  whose  term  of  service  had  expired.  On  counting  the 
ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  were  elected,  viz  :  Rev.  Isaac 
Ferris,  D.  D.,  Samuel  A. Van  Vranken,  D.  D.,  Benjamin  C.  Taylor, 
James  B.  Hardenbergh,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  Abraham  Van  Nest, 
John  D.  Keese,  James  Van  Antwerp,  Jacob  Brower,  Garrit  Van 
Doren,  M.  D.,  Isaac  Young  and  James  Anderson,  M.  D. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported,  Synod  pro- 
ceeded  to  fill  the  places  of  those  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  whose  term  of  service  had  ex- 
pired. On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  following  was 
elected,  viz  :  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  D.  D.,  John  M.  M;Auley,  Isaac 
Ferris,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  William 
B.  Crosby. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  having  reported  double  the  num- 
ber of  persons  from  whom  to  elect  an  individual  to  preach  the  an- 
nual missionary  sermon,  the  Synod  proceeded  to  the  election,  when 
the  Rev.  Abraham  Messier  was  chosen  prim arius,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Garretson  secundus. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Henry  Hill,  Treasurer  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  relative 
to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Missions  under  the  care  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  and  their  report  was  ac- 
cepted, adopted,  and  is  as  follows. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report — 

The  examination  of  the  documents  put  into  their  hands  has  given 
them  the  highest  satisfaction.  The  enlargement  and  improvement 
of  the  Church  in  our  own  land,  and  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  are  duties  devolving  upon  the  disciples 
of  Christ,  now  universally  acknowledged  and  regarded  as  imperious. 
The  cause  of  Missions  stands  higher,  ar.d  is  considered  as  more 
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important  in  our  churches  than  at  any  preceding  period  of  our  his- 
tory. There  is  a  livelier  interest  taken  in  the  details  of  missionary 
operations,  and  a  readier  liberality  in  sustaining  them.  This  state 
of  things  imposes  on  our  Boards  of  Missions  high  and  holy  respon- 
sibilities. It  taxes  their  wisdom,  to  direct,  in  proper  channels,  the 
awakened  energies  of  the  Church,  and  it  calls  upon  them  to  employ 
with  prudence  and  adaptation  the  means  and  appliances  put  into 
their  hands. 

Your  committee  are  greatly  pleased  with  the  spirit  which  per- 
vades these  reports,  and  the  evidence  they  exhibit  that  if  the  work 
of  Missions  is  not  prosecuted  with  vigor,  zeal  and  efficiency,  the 
blame  cannot  be  imputed  to  the  unfaithfulness  of  our  appointed 
agents.  The  boards,  both  Foreign  and  Domestic,  seem  to  be  en- 
couraged by  the  results  of  the  past  year,  and  ask  of  the  Synod  the 
means  of  enlarging  their  fields  of  labor,  and  pressing  forward  their 
work  with  more  energv. 

Foreign  Missions.  Our  number  of  missionaries  in  the  foreign 
field  is  increasing.  We  have  one,  missionary  at  Macao,  in  China, 
two  missionary  families  on  the  island  of  Borneo,  one  at  Batavia,  on 
the  island  of  Java,  and  one  among  the  Dutch  in  South  Africa,  in- 
cluding seven  ordained  missionaries,  six  of  whom  have  families,  and 
one  single  female.  The  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Doren,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Stryker,  have  probably  reached  Batavia  by  this  time,  and  as 
soon  as  practical,  will  sail  for  the  island  of  Borneo. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Steele  and  Sheffield,  licentiates  of  the  last  class 
in  our  Theological  Seminary,  have  been  accepted,  and  expect  to  be 
sent  out  during  the  present  year. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  our  missionary  operations  are  spread 
over  a  wide  surface,  and  are  assuming  a  high  degree  of  interest. 

It  is  mentioned  by  the  Secretary,  that  the  missionaries  have  not 
written  to  the  Board  as  often  as  is  desirable.  They  have  no  doubt 
good  reasons  for  it ;  but  your  committee  would  suggest,  that  the 
Board,  in  their  correspondence  with  them,  might  refer  to  that  sub- 
ject, and  urge  them  not  only  to  keep  regular  journals,  but  to  write 
as  often  and  as  fully  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  admit. 
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The   following  abstract  of  expenses  is  taken  from  a  statement 
made  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

The  expenses  of  our  Foreign  Missions,  during  the  year  ending  July 

31,  1840,  were  $13,370  08 

For  the  ten  months,  ending  May  31,  1841,  13,062  59 

In  this  time  we  have  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  A.  B. 

C.  F.  M.— 
For  the  year  ending  July  31,  1840,  8,892  16 

Last  ten  months,  ending  May  31,  1841,  5,882  65 

Leaving  a  balance  against  us  for  the  last  year  and 

ten  months,  of  $11,657  86 

This  amount  has  been  paid  by  the  American  Board.  The  whole 
amount  reported,  as  received  by  our  Treasurer  the  last  year,  is 
83,827  56,  being  less  than  the  amount  of  the  preceding  year,  by 
$322  69,  while  our  expenditures  have  considerably  increased. 
Your  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Fo- 
reign  Missions,  be  requested  to  transmit,  annually,  through  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  General  Synod,  an  account  of  expenditures, 
in  sustaining  the  mission  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  specify- 
ing the  objects  for  which,  and  the  persons  to  whom  payments  are 
made. 

The  embarrassments  which  for  a  ^ew  years  past  have  attended 
our  operations  in  the  foreign  field,  are  in  a  measure  overcome. 
Our  missionaries,  after  remaining  a  year  at  Batavia,  on  the  island 
of  Java,  are  permitted  to  occupy  any  part  of  the  great  island  of 
Borneo,  which  not  only  opens  an  ample  field,  but  calls  as  loudly  for 
missionaries,  and  promises  as  rich  a  harvest  of  usefulness  as  any 
part  of  the  heathen  world.  From  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  General  Synod  and  the  king  of  Holland, 
through  the  Colonial  Department,  and  the  Netherlands  Missionary 
Society,  we  learn  that  he  is  unwilling  to  make  any  change  in  the 
terms  by  which  our  missionaries  are  detained  a  year  at  Batavia, 
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and  limited  to  the  island  of  Borneo,  unless  they  will  put  themselves 
under  the  care  of  the  Netherlands  Missionary  Society.  This  your 
committee  deem  inexpedient  and  impracticable,  and  recommend  to 
the  Synod  to  submit  to  the  delay  and  the  limitation,  rather  than  give 
up,  in  any  respect,  the  entire  direction  and  control  of  their  mis- 
sionaries, and  form  an  intimate  connexion  with  a  Society  subject  to 
the  civil  power,  and  too  far  off  for  the  purposes  of  co-operation. 
Besides,  we  have  learned  by  experience,  that  the  conditions  which 
we  at  first  thought  oppressive  and  difficult,  are  not  very  serious 
hindrances.  One  year  at  Batavia  can  be  employed  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  languages,  and  in  becoming  otherwise  qualified  for  future 
missionary  work,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  missionaries 
that  may  find  places  and  work  on  the  island  of  Borneo. 

All  we  seem  to  need  to  realize  our  most  sanguine  hopes,  is  the 
selection  of  pious,  devoted,  and  able  men  ;  a  degree  of  liberality 
corresponding  to  the  increasing  number  and  extent  of  our  missions  •* 
and  the  blessed  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "Thy  kingdom 
come.v 

Domestic  Missions. — The  report  of  the  Domestic  Board  is  an 
exceedingly  interesting  document,  and  presents  the  operations  of 
that  Board,  in  a  most  encouraging  aspect.  During  the  past  year, 
aid  has  been  rendered  to  thirty. three  new  or  feeble  churches,  and 
in  most  of  them,  with  very  encouraging  results.  The  weak  have 
been  strengthened,  the  desponding  revived,  and  those  that  were 
doing  well,  inspired  with  redoubled  energy. 

Your  committee  approve  the  policy  of  the  Board  in  limiting  their 
appropriations  strictly  to  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  withhold- 
ing them  as  soon  as  the  churches  are  able  to  support  themselves. 

Thee  special  blessing  of  God,  seems  to  attend  our  labors  in  the 
Western  States.  Ei<jht  churches  have  been  organized,  embracing 
one  hundred  and  thirty  communicants,  and  supplied  by  seven  mis- 
sionaries. In  the  states  west  of  Ohio,  during  the  present  year,  it 
is  probable  that  two  Classes  will  be  organized  in  Illinois  and 
Michigan.  Your  committee  would  congratulate  the  Synod  on  the 
successful  commencement  of  their  labors  in  this  field,  and  urge 


JUNE,  1841.  529 

them  to  enlarge  and  multiply  as  rapidly  as  the  churches  will  furnish 
the  men  and  the  means. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  report,  that  not- 
withstanding  the  strict  economy  of  the  Board,  their  income  has  not 
met  their  appropriations.  There  are  now  orders  on  hand  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  dollars  beyond  the  avails  of  the  treasury  ; 
and  during  a  part  of  the  year,  the  missionaries  suffered  consi- 
derable embarrassment.  The  receipts  of  the  past  vear,  were 
65,889  87. 

It  is  suggested  to  the  Synod,  that  the  word  Domestic  ought  to  be 
inserted  in  the  style  and  title  of  the  Board,  and  that  it  be  called  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions. 

Both  Boards  speak  not  only  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  receipts 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  cause,  but  of  the  necessity  of  some  more 
efficient  agency  in  bringing  the  churches  up  to  the  work  ;  and  this 
complaint  has  been  repeated  by  our  Boards  for  several  years  past. 

Your  committee  would  ask,  if  the  experience  of  the  past  has  not 
proved  that  the  system  of  classical  agency  does  not  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  times  ?  Or  rather,  they  would  inquire,  if  our  mis- 
sionary concerns  have  not  become  so  enlarged  and  complicated  as 
to  need  the  time,  and  talents,  and  energy,  of  some  person  or  per- 
sons, devoted  entirely  to  them  ? 

Is  it  not  expedient  for  the  Synod  to  authorize  the  Boards  of  Mis- 
sions to  appoint  a  financial  Secretary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to- 
gether with  the  two  Boards,  to  devise  the  ways  and  means  of  keep- 
ing the  subject  of  missions  before  the  churches,  and  raising  the 
funds  necessary  for  carrying  on  all  our  missionary  operations  ? 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  as  our  number  of  missionaries  is  increasing, 
and  the  expenses  of  our  Boards  exceeding  their  income,  the 
churches  be  urged  to  give  due  consideration  to  this  subject,  and 
come  up  to  the  work  with  an  enlarged  and  systematic  liberality. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  extensive  sphere  of  our  mis- 
sionary operations,  and  the  great  want  of  more  funds,  the  Boards 
of  Missions,  conjointly,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  financial  Secreta- 
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ry,  with  a  competent  salary,  who  shall  labor  under  the  joint  direc- 
tion of  the  Boards,  and  whose  especial  province  shall  be  to  call 
forth  the  energies  of  the  Church,  and  obtain  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  on  our  missionary  work. 

RANSFORD  WELLS,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

Widows1  Fund. 

The  Committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  reported,  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  committee  on  the  Relief  Fund  have  examined  the  subject 
and  the  documents  submitted  to  them,  with  care,  and  find  the 
whole  original  plan  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  so  fully  as  would 
be  desired.  Of  the  original  subscribers,  thirty  have  not  paid  any 
thing  to  the  funds  ;  seventeen  have  paid  once  ;  seventeen  twice  ; 
thirteen  have  paid  three  times  ;  four  have  paid  four  times,  and  one 
five  times ;  making  in  all,  fifty-two  interested  in  the  funds.  The 
payment  of  the  instalments  of  the  subscribers,  collections  in  the 
churches,  donations,  and  interest  on  the  funds,  now  amount  to 
86,009  65.  If  the  whole  of  the  subscriptions  should  be  paid  up  to 
this  time,  the  funds  would  amount  to  between  eight  and  nine  thousand 
dollars.  Your  committee  would  also  observe,  that  very  few  of  the 
Classes  appear  to  have  entered  heartily  into  the  plan,  in  order  to 
give  it  a  full  and  fair  trial,  and  yet,  to  the  clergy  and  the  churches, 
it  is  exceedingly  important. 

It  is  important  to  ministers,  because  no  men  of  equal  talent,  learn- 
ing, character  and  industry,  are  so  poorly  paid  for  their  services, 
in  a  temporal  way,  and  therefore,  in  case  of  sickness,  are  often  re- 
duced to  great  distress  ;  and  in  case  of  their  death,  they  leave  fami- 
lies to  struggle  with  want, — to  trust  to  the  reluctant  aid  of  friends, 
or  the  cold  charities  of  the  world.  This  fund  comes  happily  to 
their  relief,  and  if  the  subscribers  regularly  paid  the  subscription, 
with  other  aid,  an  annuity  of  two  hundred,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  may  be  regularly  paid  to  each  annuitant.     It  is  important 
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to  the  churches,  because  they  are  bound  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  ties  of  gratitude,  to  aid  a  sick  or  aged  minister,  who  has 
long  labored  for,  and  over  them  in  the  Lord.  Collections  and  do- 
nations  in  the  churches  annually,  would  very  soon  accumulate  so 
large  a  fund,  as  to  afford  relief  in  every  case,  without  burdening  any 
church  in  particular.  On  a  thorough  review  of  the  principles  of 
this  fund,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  truth.  The  difficulty 
which  appears  to  your  committee,  is  this,  the  salaries  of  our  minis- 
ters,  in  many  instances,  are  so  low  and  inadequate  to  their  support, 
that  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars  annually,  is  a  larger  sum  of 
money  than  can  be  easily  spared  from  their  yearly  expenses,  in  the 
various  necessaries,  and  the  education  of  children.  According  to 
a  suggestion  from  different  sources,  your  committee  would  recom- 
mend, that  in  all  cases,  the  consistories  may,  at  their  pleasure,  direct 
their  contributions,  collections  and  donations,  to  apply  in  whole  or 
in  part,  to  the  credit  of  their  own,  and  any  other  minister  they  may 
designate. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  this  rule  apply  to  certain 
funds,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  according  to  the  request 
of  the  consistories. 

Your  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  the  only  reason  why  the 
plan  has  not  been  so  fully  developed  as  would  be  desired,  is  not  that 
it  is  complicated,  and  impracticable,  but  for  want  of  proper  atten- 
tion. It  is  often  matter  of  delicacy  for  clergymen  to  address  their 
own  people,  and  difficult  to  leave  their  own  charges,  to  fulfil  agen- 
cies, however  deeply  they  may  feel  the  importance  of  the  objects 
of  their  appointment.  Your  committee  would  advise  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  to  appoint  an  agent  for  three  or 
more  months,  to  give  his  sole  and  entire  attention  to  this  subject. 

Such  an  agent,  your  committee  believe,  may  be  obtained  for  very 
little  more  than  his  travelling  expenses.  A  brother,  thus  properly 
authorized,  visiting  the  churches,  commissioned  to  explain  the  plan, 
point  out  its  importance,  and  direct  attention  to  the  subject,  would  ex- 
ercise, in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  a  most  happy  and  salutary 
influence  in  the  churches,  and  accomplish  a  great  amount  of  good. 
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Much,  very  much,  has  been  done  in  the  churches  for  education, 
missions,  and  other  objects  of  benevolence,  and  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  if  this  subject  is  properly  presented  to  the 
churches,  they  will  visit  the  sick,  the  widow  and  the  father- 
less, in  their  afflictions.  Your  committee  would  observe  that  there 
appears  to  be  some  misapprehensions  on  the  subject,  which  requires 
correction.  It  is  supposed,  that  in  case  any  person  does  not  com- 
plete five  years  of  annual  payment,  he  forfeits  all  right  in  the  funds  ; 
but  a  reference  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Board  of  Corporation,  shows 
such  cases  are  provided  for.  The  original  funds  may  always  be 
withdrawn  by  an  annuitant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  at  their  pleasure, 
so  that  the  only  loss  is  the  simple  interest  of  the  money.  That  an 
absolute  neglect  of  payment  of  subscription,  for  a  series  of  years, 
say  five,  deprives  an  annuitant  of  his  claims  on  the  funds,  is  both 
reasonable  and  necessary,  to  secure  attention  to  the  object,  and 
punctuality  in  the  payment ;  for  much  of  the  success  of  the  plan, 
depends  on  realizing  the  funds  subscribed,  and  assigned  in  the 
several  parts,  to  complete  the  scheme.  Your  committee  would  also 
observe,  that  if  in  any  case  an  annuitant  has  paid  four  instalments, 
and  then  requires  the  aid  of  the  association,  it  would  not  vary  the 
calculations,  nor  jeopardize  the  funds,  to  pay  a  full  annuity,  deduct- 
ing twenty  dollars,  to  be  added  to  the  funds. 

The  truth  of  the  scheme  may  be  tested  by  the  following  calcula- 
tions. 

If  the  fifty  original  subscribers  had  paid  regularly  their  instal- 
ment, the  funds  would  now  be  more  than  $8,000 
Interest,  $560 

Fifty  subscribers,  at  twenty  dollars  each,  1000 

Collections,  donations,  &c,  600 


$2,160 
If  then,  there  were  ten  annuitants  now,  they  could  be  safely  paid 
annually,  two  hundred  dollars  each ;  but  by  the  nicest  calculation, 
the  number  for  ten  years  to  come,  cannot  exeeed  four, 
Again,  take  thirty  subscribers  : 
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The  interest  on  the  present  fund,  ($6,000,)  is  $420 

The  annual  payments  of  thirty  subscribers,  600 

Collections  and  donations,  ±qq 


$1,420 
By  the  same  calculation  as  above,  seven  annuitants  may  now  be 
paid'two  hundred  dollars  annually  ;  but  the  number  for  ten  years 
to  come,  cannot,  in  the  ordinary  providence  of  God,  exceed  three. 
The  annuity,  without  hazard,  might  be  increased  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  a  surplus  still  remain.  These  calculations  are  made 
to  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  the  original  calculations,  and 
show  plainly  that  they  fall  short,  if  in  any  variation,  of  the  abund- 
ance  of  the  funds.  There  are  some  unimportant  variations  in  the 
plan  suggested  by  experience,  and  found  necessary  to  the  success- 
ful operation  of  the  scheme— but  none  it  is  believed  really  varying 
the  result,  viz  :  the  ability  to  pay  an  annuitant  two  hundred  dollars 
yearly.  Your  committee  feel  persuaded,  that  if  an  agent  is  appoint- 
ed, and  proper  exertions  made  during  the  present  year,  ten  thousand 
dollars  may  be  realized,  and  the  funds  be  in  a  state  to  pay  the  an- 
nuity  of  any  probable  number  of  incumbents.  Should  this  report 
be  adopted,  your  committee  would  recommend  its  reference  to  the 
Board  of  Corporation  as  the  basis  of  their  action  in  the  several 
particulars. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAS.  MCJRPHEY,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE    XX. 

Particularia. 

The  communication  containing  the  bequest  of  the  Rev.  Elias 
Van  Benschoten,  was  read. 

A  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  for  1783, 
was  presented  to  the  General  Synod,  by  Gen.  Westerlo ;  and  also,' 
a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  same  Synod,  for  1771,  by  the  Rev.  P. 
Labagh. 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  do- 
nors,  and  that  the  documents  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the 
Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  R.  Wells,  B.  C.  Taylor  and  Thomas  De 
Witt,  D.  D.  and  the  Elder,  Isaac  Hutton,  be  a  committee  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  holding  a  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  in- 
stitution of  the  General  Synod. 

The  committee  reported,  and  their  report  was  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  held  accordingly. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of 
the  Albany  Medical  College,  inviting  the  Synod  to  visit  their  Mu- 
seum, on  Saturday,  the  fourth  day  of  the  session,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  invitation  be  accepted. 

Whereas,  the  Rev.  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  have  received, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  General  Synod,  the  Rev.  George  G.  Sill, 
on  certificate  from  the  Presbytery  of  Peoria,  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
and  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  Mr.  Sill  could 
not  be  examined,  in  person,  before  said  Classis,  and  in  the  presence 
of  a  Deputatus  Synodi,  but  gave  full  satisfaction  to  said  Classis,  in 
writing,  as  to  his  doctrinal  views,  and  his  approbation  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  reception  of  the  Rev.  George  G.  Sill,  by  the 
said  Classis,  be,  and  hereby  is  approved. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  trans- 
mitting to  the  Synod,  in  the  name  of  himself  and  his  brothers,  Drs. 
John  B.  Beck  and  Lewis  C.  Beck,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
North  Holland,  for  the  years  1763,  1769,  1770,  1784,  and  1785, 
and  also  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus  and  in  part  of  the  Conferentie 
of  the  Provinces  of  New-York  and  New- Jersey,  from  1747  to  1767. 
Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  returned  to  the 
Messrs.  Drs.  Beck,  for  this  very  valuable  present,  and  that  the  Mi- 
nutes be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Synod. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  prepare  a  digest  of  the  Acts 
and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Synod,  and  that  he  submit  the 
same  to  the  Synod,  at  their  next  annual  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  the  expen- 
ses of  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  at  New-Brunswick  on  the 
subject  of  the  Professorate. 

ARTICLE  XXI. 

Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions. 

Fifty  copies  of  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  F.  Missions  were  received  and  distributed  among  the  members. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Janes,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  addressed  the  Synod  on  the  subject  of  the  opera- 
tions of  that  Society,  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  estimating  the  vast  importance  of 
the  object  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  viewing  the  contin- 
ued claims  upon  it  for  the  domestic  supply  of  our  own  country,  and 
the  increasing  demands  and  facilities  for  the  distribution  of  the 
Bible  in  foreign  and  heathen  lands,  recommend  to  all  our  churches 
and  congregations,  to  co-operate  in  increasing  its  funds  and  extend, 
ing  its  operations. 

ARTICLE    XXII. 

Pastoral  Letter. 
Nothing  occurred. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

Synodical   Archives. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  procure  a  suitable  case  in 
which  to  keep  the  Synodical  Archives,  and  the  surplus  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Synod  be  authorised  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  same. 

Vol.  V.  68 
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ARTICLE    XXIV. 

Accounts. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported,  and  their  report  was 
adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  present  the  following  report. 

They  have  examined  the  document  referred  to  them,  signed 
Isaac  Young,  Treasurer,  and  purporting  to  be  a  statement  of  the 
securities  of  General  Synod.  Your  committee  suppose  and  be- 
lieve, that  the  said  document  gives  a  full  and  correct  representation 
of  all  the  securities  belonging  to  General  Synod.  These  securities 
consist  of  bonds,  notes  and  stocks.  The  bonds  amount  to  $98,400' 
bearing  an  annual  interest  of  86,698,  which  your  committee  infer 
is  annually  paid,  as  the  document  does  not  notice  any  delinquencies. 
The  notes  amount  to  only  8810  50,  with  an  annual  interest  of 
$47  60.  On  three  of  those  notes,  interest  has  been  accruing  for 
eight  and  ten  years.  The  stocks  consist  of  twenty-three  shares  of 
Bergen  Turnpike  Stock,  the  amount  and  annual  value  of  which  is 
not  given. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

DOUW  VAN  OLINDA,  Chairman. 

The  door-keeper's  bills,  amounting  to  $24  30,  were  presented, 
and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

ARTICLE    XXV. 

Rcsumptioji  and  Close. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  publish  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  and  that  he  dis- 
tribute among  the  Classes  the  number  of  copies  directed  by  them. 

Agreeably  to  the  standing  rule  of  the  Synod,  the  roll  was  called 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  when  it  appeared  that  the  following 
members  were  absent   without   permission,  viz  :   Rev.   James  M. 
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Matthews,  D.  D.,  Peter  Allen,  John  M.  Van  Buren,  Staats  Van 
Santvoord,  John  B.  Alliger,  Andrew  N.  Kittle,  James  Murphey, 
Jedediah  L.  Stark,  James  Abell,  and  the  elders,  John  I.  Demarestl 
Jeremiah  J.  Best,  Abraham  Knickerbacker,  and  John  Putman. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be,  and  hereby  are 
presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wyckoff,  Dr.  Yates,  and  the  elder,  W. 
W.  Grosebeck,  for  their  unremitted  and  deep  interest  in  the  accom- 
modation of  its  members  during  their  present  protracted  session,  and 
that  they  be  requested,  in  the  manner  they  may  deem  most  ap- 
propriate,^ convey  a  similar  expression  of  our  sentiments,  to  the 
brethren  and  friends  of  Albany,  who,  by  their  kind  hospitalities,  have 
materially  relieved  them,  under  the  pressure  of  their  solemn  and 
arduous  duties. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  be  returned  to  the  con- 
sistories of  the  Middle  and  North  Dutch  Churches,  for  the  use  of 
their  buildings,  and  the  accommodations  afforded  by  them  during 
the  session  of  Synod. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

Adjournment, 

Synod  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  Consis- 
tory Room  of  the  Franklin  Street  Church,  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  June,  1*42,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  was  closed  with  prayer  by 
the  President. 

JAMES  ROMEYN,  President. 
JOHN  GARRETSON,  Adsessor. 
CORNELIUS  L.  VAN  DYCK,  )  „     , 
JOHN  C.  F.  HOES,  \  °lerks  pro  tern. 

Official  copy,  from  the  original  Minutes, 

THOMAS  M.  STRONG,  Stated  Clerk. 


INDEX. 


A. 
Absentees  at  the  close  of  the  session  without  permission,  names  of,  93,  195,  299, 

[423,  536,  537, 
Abeel,  Rev.  David,  health  of,  noticed,       .....  86 

his  missionary  station  and  employment,         .  .  414 

Absence,  leave  of,  committee  on  applications  for,    ....  89 

Accounts,  reports  of  committees  on,  .  .  .      92,194,298,422,536 

Adsessors  of  General  Synod — see  General  Synod. 

rule  relative  to  the  election  of,  329 

Africa,  South,  an  inviting  field  of  missionary  labor  among  the  Boers  of,  415 

Agencies  for  the  collection  of  funds,  remarks  upon  the  best  mode  of,         169,  170 
Agents,  special,  the  Boards  of  Missions  and  of  Education,  authorized  to  ap- 
point them,  ........  188 

the  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union,  authorized  to  appoint  one,  394 

Agent  in  behalf  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  the  Board  of  Corporation  recommend- 
ed to  appoint  one,  .......  531 

Agent,  general,  recommendation  to  the  Synod  to  appoint  one,      .  .    154, 165 

action  of  Synod  upon,  155, 187 

remarks  upon,        170 

. — if  appointed,  to  aid  in  raising  funds  for  Rutgers  College,    180 

Agents,  classical,  remarks  upon,    ......  169,529 

Albany,  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of,  report  their  support  of  a  benfi- 
ciary,      .........  391 

thanks  of  Synod  returned  to  the  citizens  of,  .  .  195,  537 

to  the  consistories  of  the  First  and  Second 

Churches  of,        ......  195,  537 

Albany  Medical  College,  invitation  from  the  Trustees  of,  to  visit  their  Museum,  534 
Alumni  of  Rutgers  College,  communication  from  the  association  of,        .  304 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  requested  to  transmit 
annually  an  account  of  their  expenditures  for  the  missions  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  .......  527 

letter  from  the  Treasurer  of,  received,  525 

-abstract  from,    527 


letter  from  the  Treasurer  of,  relative  to  ex- 
penses of  missionaries,  &c,         ......  81 

— ; ; their  rules  relative  to  appropriations  to.  mis- 
sionaries, requested  to  be  laid  before  Synod,         ....  188 

■ presented  to   Synod,    287 

action  of   Synod 

upon,      .  ......  293 

-copies  of  the  Twenty -eight  Annual  Report, 


of,  received,          ........  193 

letter  from  one  of  the  secretaries  of,  received,  287 

copies  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report 

of,  received,         .  .  ......  297 

■Thirtv-first, 535 


American  Tract  Society,  Secretary  of,  appears  before  Synod,  &c.  .  92 
copies  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of,  received,  194 


(  »  } 

American  Bible  Society,  address  from  one  of  the  secretaries  of,    .  .  535 

— — churches  recommended  to  aid  in  increasing  its  funds,  535 

American  Colonization  Society,  collection  in  favor  of,  recommended,  92,  298,  422 

— — expression  of   Synod's  confidence  in,        297,  421 

American  Sunday  School  Union,  agent  of,  addresses  the  Synod,  .  194 

— Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath  Schools,  auxiliary 

to  it,       .  .....  260 

Anniversary  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  Boards  of  Mission  and  Education,  ar- 
rangements for  holding  one,        .  .  .  •  .  .89,191 
Analytical  illustration  of  the  Catechism,  reference  relative  to,        .  .  491 

-report  of  commmittee  upon,  492 


-Rev.  James   Romeyn  requested   to 


prepare  one,         ■  .  .  •  •  •  -  •  493 

Appeal  of  the  Consistory  of  the  church  of  Paramus,  from  a  decision  of  the 

Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  W.  Eltinge  and 

C.  S.  Van  Wagenen,  noticed,  ......  54 

— — — tried  and  not  sustained,      .  56 

■ Classis  of  Bergen,  relative  to  the  transfer  of  the  church  of  Jersey-City,  157 

tried  and  sustained,  157 

of  Abraham  Best  from  a  decision  of  the  Particular   Synod  of  Albany,  155 

— — tried,    and   decision 

upon,       .........  160 

■ from  decisions  of  the 

Particular  Synod  of  Albany,      .  .  .  .  .  .  379 

— - — ■ ■ report  of  committee 

upon,       ...... 


-tried,    and  decision 


upon,      .*......  382,  383 

Classis  of  Schenectady,  relative" to  the  case  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bunnell,  160 

— ■ tried,    and  decision 

upon, 160,  161 

Classis  of  Orange,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  .          379 

•report  of  committee  upon,  .           3w0 

-tried,  and  decision  upon,  383,  384 


-of  G.  S.  Corwin  and  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  from  the  decision  of  the 


Particular  Synod  of  Albany,      ......  430 

report  of  committee  upon,  431 

tried  and  sustained,  432 

-ayes  and  nays  upon,  432 


-the  Classis  of  Orange,  in  the  case^of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  requested 


to  be  withdrawn,  .......  435 

notice  of,  .  .  .  .491 

report  of  the  committee  of  overtures,  &c.  upon,  496 

-tried,        .....  497 

decision  upon,      ....  498 

-ayes  and   nays  upon  the  decision  of,    499-502 


-of  Rev.  Jacob  Ennis,  noticed,  .....  491 

report  of  the  committee  on  overtures,  &c.,  upon,  494 

tried,  ......  502 

-not  sustained,  and  ayes  and  nays  on  the  decision,  503 


Appeals,  certain  resolutions  relative  to  commissioners  from  lower  judicatories, 

in  relation  to,  proposed  and  referred,       .....  161 

report  of  committee  upon,  252 

order  of  proceedings  in  the  trial  of,  established,             .             .  253 


-committee  relative  to  rules  for  the  government  of  Synod  during  the 


trial  of,    .  .  .  .  .  .504 


(     »i     ) 

Appropriations  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  a  statement  of,  laid  before  Synod,  524 

their   policy  relative    to   approved,    528 

Appendix  containing  the  plan  and  provisions  of  the  Widows'  Fund,         .  319 

Archives  of  Synod,  certain  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  directed 

to  be  deposited  in,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  534 

the  Stated  Clerk  authorised  to  procure  a  suitable  case  for 

them,       .  .  •  .....  535 

Arrears  of  Classes  for  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  action  upon,  .  76 

report  of  Stated  Clerk,  relative  to,  192 

of  Classis  of  New-Brunswick  for  Minutes,  communication  relative  to,  207 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  298,  317 


—of  CJassis  of  Bergen,  for  Minutes  remitted,  ...  19 


Associations  in  the  churches  for  the  support  of  beneficiaries,  commended,  164,  169 
Associate  Reformed  Church,  state  of  correspondence  with,  .  ■  27 
■ committee  from,  on  the  subject  of  correspon- 
dence with,          ...                          ....  29 

-committee  of  Synod   to  confer 


with  them,  ........  29 

report  of,  30 

articles  of  correspondence  with,  agreed  to,  30 

delegates  to  appoint,  ...  30 

-communication  from,  as  to  the  terms  of  cor- 


respondence,        ....*...         125 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  126 


Ayes  and  Nays  on  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  rela- 
tive to  the  church  at  Jersey-City,  .....  157 

on    accrediting  certain   commissioners   from  the   Particular 

Synod  of  Albany,  .  .  .....  159 

-on  granting  leave  to  Mr.  Hasbrook  to  withdraw  his  memorial 


on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  the  churches,  .  206 

-on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  mode  of  admitting  ministers 


and  candidates  of  other  denominations.  ....  255 

on  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  in  the 

case  of  the  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  .....  384 

-on  a  resolution  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Van  Vechten  and 


the  Classis  of  Orange,    .  ......  385 

on  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of 

Orange,  ........  432 

upon  the  adoption  of  a  report  upon  the  memorial  of  the  Rev. 

S.  Van  Vechten.  .......  434 

-upon  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  and 


of  the  complaint  of  the  minority  of  said  Classis,  in  the  case  of  the  Rev.  S. 

Van  Vechten,      .......  499-502 

upon  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  Rev.  Jacob  Ennis,     .  503 

B. 
Baldwin,  Rev.  Dr.  Eli,  his  death  noticed,  ....  359 

Baptism  of  illegitimate  children,  referred  concerning,         .  .  .  251 

action  upon,  •  252 

Baptized  members,  reference  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with  them,  379 
reference  of,    .  330 


of  the  Church,  report  of  the  committee  relative  to  the  man- 
ner of  dealing  with  them,  received,         .....  505 

subject  farther  referred  and  reported  on,  505 

-two  reports  upon,  referred  to  a  special 


committee,  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  505 
Bassler,  Rev.  Benjamin,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German 

Reformed  Church,          .......  29 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,          .  130 


(     iv     ) 

Batavia,  the  foreign  missionaries  required  to  remain  a  year  there,  .  414 

views  relative  to  this,  .  527 

number  of  missionaries  at,  . '  .  .  .  526 

Beck,  Dr.  Lewis,  his  services  in  Rutgers  College,  .  72,  173,  396,  515 

Dr.  T.  Romeyn,  presents  in  the  name  of  himself  and  brothers,  certain 

Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  .  .  .  -534 

-thanks  of  Synod  voted  to  him  and  his  brothers,     .  534 


Beekman,  James  W.  communication  from,  relative  to  a  bequest  contained  in 

the  will  of  his  father,       .......  8 

report  of  committee  upon,      ....  9 

committee  to  wait  on  him,      ....  9 

Gerard,  his  legacy  in  aid  of  Sabbath  Schools  in 'the  Valley  of  the 

Mississippi,         ........  8 

-to  whom  to  be  paid,        .....  9 

290 


Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to  refund  it, 

Benevolence,  spirit  of,  in  the  church,  state  of,  noticed,        .  .         32,  355,  469 

Benevolent  Institutions  of  Synod,  meetings  in  behalf  of, — see  Meeting. 
Beneficiaries,  number  of,  under  care  of  Education  Board,  60,  64, 163,  264,  390, 

[509,  510 

state  the  inadequacy  of  their  appropriations,  .  .  62 

requisites  for  their  reception,  under  the  care  of  the  Board,     62,  165 

Board   of  Education  authorized  to  increase  their  allowance  to 

them,  to  a  certain  sum,   .......  66 

allowance  to  increased  by  the  Board  of  Education,  163,  262 

rule  relative  to  the  applications  of,    .  .  .  .165 

great  care  relative  to  the  character  of  those  recommended,  urged,  166 

[170 


associations  in  the  churches  for  the  support  of,  commended,  164,  lb9 

recommended  by  the  Classis  of  Cayuga,  certain  instructions  re- 
lative to,  to  the  Board  of  Education,        .  .  .  .  .172 

conduct  of  one  under  the  Board  of  Education,  noticed,        .  265 

-supported  by  churches,  to  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Education,  269 


not  to  draw  funds  from  individual  churches  and  also  from  the 

Board, 269 

the  gratuitous  instruction  of,  oppressive  to  Rutgers  College,        279 

tuition  fees  of,  to  be  paid,      .  .        282,  308,  312,  315,  405,  406 

number  of,  withdrawn  from  the  Board  of  Education,  264,  390,  509 

supported  by  the  Second  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Albany,  391 

death  of  one  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Education,  noticed,  509 


the  Board  of  Education   instructed  not  to  receive  any  more  till 

their  debt  is  paid,  .......  393 

instructions  to  the  Board,  relative  to  the  choice  of,  .  393 

re-payment  to  be  sought  of  those  who  abandon  their  studies,  or 
retire  to  another  denomination,    ......  393 

Bequest  of  Mr.  Gerard  Beekman,  .....  8 

Mrs.  Margaret  Burgess,  .....  16 

Rev.  Nicholas  Lansing,  .  .  .  •  .16,  163 

Dr.  John  Clarke,  ......  106,  162 

—Mr.  Richard  Cadmus,  .....  205 

■ ■ Miss  Mary  T.  Livingston,      ....  .336 

■ ■ Mrs.  Catherine  Boudinot,        .....  336 

~ a  gentleman  lately  of  Orange  County,  .  .  .  507 

Bergen  Neck,  Church  of,  independent  of  aid   from   the  Board  of  Missions,  185 
Bergen,  Classis  of,  their  appeal  relative  to  the  church  of  Jersey-City,        .  157 

"  tried  and  sustained,  157 

'        " ■ ayes  and  nays  relative  to,  157 

a  certain  amount  of  arrearages  from,  for  Minutes,  remitted,  192 


(     v     ) 

Bergen,  Classis  of,  present  a  reference  relative  to  the  baptism  of  illegitimate 
children,  ........  251 

answer  of  Synod  to,    252 

Berne,  the  Second  Church  of,  notice  of    .  .  .  .  .  184 

Best,  Mr.  Abraham,  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular  Synod  of 
Albany,  ........  155 

— tried  and  decision  upon,        160 

■ from  the  decisions  of  the  Synod  of  Albany,       379 

■ report  of  committee  upon,  381 

-tried,and  decisions  upon, 382,383 


-relative  to  his  suspension,  noticed,  .  491 

-report  of  committee  upon,  495 
-tried,  .  .  .504 

■not  sustained,  .  505 


one  appeal  of  his,  declared  not  to  be  in  order,  .  495 

Bethune,  Rev.  G.  W.,  D.  D.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German 

Reformed  Church,  .......  226 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,  349 

lays  before  Synod  certain  letters  from  Holland,     410 

preaches  a  sermon  before  the  General  Synod,       325 

Bible  Classes,  state  of  in  the  churches,  noticed,     .  .  .  33,132,231 

Bible  Questions,  the  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union  authorized  to  publish 

them,      .........  394 

a  reference  relative  to  preparing  a  system  of,         .  .  491 

report  of  committee  upon,  492 

Rev.  Dr.  Ferris,  requested  to  prepare  a  system  of,     .  494 

Bills— Door-keepers,  ordered  to  be  paid,     .  93,  194,  299,  317,  423,  437,  536 

for  repairs  to  Rutgers  College,  allowed,       ....  93 

for  printing  circulars,  ordered  to  be  paid,      ....  437 

Bleecker,  Harrnanus,  Esq.,  committee  to  draft  a  letter  to,  on  the  subject  of  the 

missions  in  India,  .......  287 

report  0f}    293 

letter  to,  ordered  to  be  signed  and  forwarded,  293 

letters   from,   received,  .  .  .  410 

committee  to  express  to  him,  the  grateful  sense  of 

Synod  for  bis  attention  to  the  business  entrusted  to  his  hands,  .  416 

Bloornin grove,  complaint  of  the  Consistory  of  the  church  of,  against  the  Clas- 
sis of  Rensselaer,  .......  156 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions — see  Foreign  Missions. 

Missions  of  General  Synod — see  Missions,  Board  of, 

Education — see  Education,  Board  of, 

Sabbath  School  Union — see  Sabbath  School  Board. 

Superintendents  of  Theological  Seminary — see  Super entendents. 

of  Direction  of  the  Corporation — see  Direction,  Board  of, 

Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College — see  Rutgers  College. 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College — see  Trustees. 

Board  in  New-Brunswick,  remarks  upon  the  price  of,  .  .  280 

Boarding-house  in  commons,  for  students  of  Rutgers  College,  importance  of,  280 
Bogart,  James,  Jr.,  state  of  his  gift  towards  an  indigent  students'  fund,    .  17 

endows  a  scholarship,    .  .  .  106,  163,  336,  389 

— conditions  of,        .  .  .  107 

Bogardus,  R.ev.  C,  his  complaint  against  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  noticed,     54 

*  ■-• entertained,  and  proceedings  of  Synod  upon,  56,  59 

Bogart,  Rev.  David  S.,  his  death  noticed,  .  359 

Bonds  forfeited  by  incumbents  on  the  Van  Benschoten  and  Knox  funds,  to  be 
collected  by  the  Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College,  ...  283 

Vol.  V.  69 


(     vi     ) 

Borneo,  Island  of,  a  suitable  field  of  labor  for  the  missionaries,      .  186,  414 

. two  missionary  stations  in,  occupied,     .  _  .  414,  526 

■ printer  and  physician  needed  for  the  mission  in,  .  415 

state  of  mission  to,  .  .  •  470 

our  missionaries  permitted  to  occupy  any  part  of  it,      .  527 

Boudinot,  Mrs.  Catherine,  her  bequest  to  the  funds  of  Synod,      .  .  336 

Brodhead  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  352 
Brooklyn,  invitation  to  attend  the  dedication  of  the  Central  Dutch  Church  of,  419 

, committee  to  attend  and  report. 

of, 419,  420 

Brownlee,  Rev.  VV.  C,  D.  D.,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,       .  .  .  .  •  .29 

addresses  the  Synod  on  the  subject  of  Romanism,     60 

i receives  the  thanks  of  the  Synod,       .  .  60 

Bunnell,  Rev.  Seth,  proceedings  of  the  Classis  of  Schenectady  relative  to,  com- 
plained of,  ........  54 

-proceedings  of  Synod  upon,     57 


ppeal   of  Classis  of  Schenectady,  relative  to  the 


ise  of, .  160,  161 

■his  death  noticed,        .....  232 


Buffalo,  Church  of,  recommendation  to  the  notice  of  Synod,         .  .  251 

commended  to  the  churches  for  aid,  289,  293, 

[413,  414 
Burgess,  Margaret,  her  legacy  to  endow  a  scholarship  received,     .  .  16 

scholarship  founded,  16 

C. 
Cadmus,  Mr.  Richard,  extract  from  the  will  of,  endowing  a  scholarship,  205 

scholarship  founded,  •  .  .  .  •  206,268 

Cannon,    Rev.  Professor,  his  afflictions  alluded  to,  .  .  272,  333 

Candidates  for  the  ministry,    from  other  denominations,   mode  of  receiving 

them, 58,255,387 

Catechism,  Heidlebergh — see  Heidlebergh. 

Catechisms  of  the  church,  the  Board   of  Sabbath  School  Union  authorized  to 

publish  them,       ...  ....  394 

Catechetical  instruction  of  the  young,  resolution  concerning,         .  59 

state  of,  in  the  churches  noticed,     132,  231 

Cayuga,  Classis  of,  certain  instructions  to  the  Board  of  Education,  relative  to 

beneficiaries,  recommended  by  them,       .....  172 

Charter  of  Rutgers  College,  view  of  Synod  relative  to,      .  .  .  313 

how  and  when  obtained,  .  .  .  399 

Chemistry,  professorship  of,  in  Rutgers  College— see  Professorship. 
Choir-singing,  evils  of,  adverted  to,  .  .  .  •  •  90 
Christian  Intelligencer,  certain  publications  authorized  to  be  made  in  it,             126 
Board  of  Direction  to  publish  a  circular  on  the  subject 

of  the  Widows'  Fund,  in,  ......  190 

-opinion  of  Synod  concerning  it,    .  .  .  191 


Churches  urged  to  make  their  contributions  to  the  Education  cause,  not  to  indi 

viduals,  but  through  the  Board  of  Education,     .  .  .  .  268 
who  support  their  own  beneficiaries  enjoined  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings to  the   Board  of  Education,             .  269 

the  small  number  of,  that  have  contributed  to  the  missionary  funds,  288 

vacant,  reference  relative  to  their  supplying  themselves  with  ministers,  379 

■ - referred,  .  380 

report  upon,        386 


duty  of  Classes  relative  to,  ....  387,388 


urged  to  increase  their  contributions  to  the  cause  of  missions,    .  529 


(     vii     ) 

Churches,  new,  organized,  .....       230  289  528 

receiving  aid  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  to  be  recommended  by' 

their  Classis,       .....  ...  290 

aided  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  .  .  84,  184,  411,  528 

-importance  of  the  Widows'  Fund  to,  .  .  .'        '  531 

exhorted  to  devise  the  most  productive  mode  of  obtaining  missiona- 
ry funds,  .......  291 

; recommended  to  aid  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  American 

Bible  Society,      .  ......  535 

Church,  Reformed  Dutch,  number  of  ministers  and  churches  connected  with,  356 

growth  of,  .....  357 

' reference  relative  to  a  change  in  the  name  of,  379 

referred  to  a  committee,  380 

— report  of,     .  420 

direction  to  the  Stated  Clerk  relative  to  the  name  of,  421 

summary  view  of,  for  1841,        .  .  .  490 

reference  relative  to  a  history  of,  .  .  491 

report  of  committee  relative  to,    .  492 


~ ' Rev.  Dr.  T.  De  Witt,  requested  to  prepare  a  histo- 
ry of»       •            • 493 

ministers  requested  to  procure  information  relative 

to  the  history  of,  and  transmit  it  to  Dr.  De  Witt,  .  .  .  493 

Circular  of  the  Board  of  Direction  in  relation  to  the  Widows'  Fund,      '.  108 

;     ~      .    .       "  to  be  published  annually  in 

the  Christian  Intelligencer,        .......    190 

convening  Synod  ;  bill  for  printing  of,  ordered  to  be  paid,  .  437 

Classes  directed  to  comply  with  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  presence  of  a 
deputatus  at  examinations,  ......  58 

t0  give  special  attention  to  the  catechetical  instruction  of  the 

y°Ung'  u  •  ^  v  "  ••  '  •  •  '  •  •  59 

their  delinquency  in  paying  for  Minutes  of  Synod,  and  accounts  to  be 

sent  to  them  respectively,  •  .  :  .  76 

t0  appoint  committees  in  behalf  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  .  88 

t0  inquire  into  the  action  of  the  consistories  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  Synodical  Minutes,       ....  162 

tne  collection  of  funds  for  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church, 

commended  to  their  special  attention,      :  188 

directed  to  appoint  committees  or  agents  in  behalf  of  the  Widows' 

Fund>      •  •  •  .  .  .  .  190,296 

report  of  the  Stated  Clerk  relative  to  their  arrears  for  Minutes,  192 

enjoined  to  require  an  annual  account  from  ministers  without  charge 

of  their  doings,  •-.....  256 

nominations  of,  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,   284,  409 

to  urge  the  attention  of  the  churches  to  the  subject  of  Missions,  289 

to  recommend  churches  to  the  Board  of  Missions,  .  .  290 

their  duty  in  reference  to  vacant  churches,  .  .  387,  388 

; in  receiving  ministers  from  other  denominations,         .  387 

certain  resolutions  to  be  transcribed  in  the  Minute  books  of,       .  388 

directed  to  be  organized  in  the  Western  States,  .     '        .  412 

agents  for,  in  behalf  of  the  Widows'  Fund,        .  .  .419 

recommended  to  take  order  relative  to  sacred  music,        .  .  421 

— — the  duty  of  committees  of,  on  Consistorial  Minutes,        .  .  506 

to  appoint  agents  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Education,  .  512 

to  urge  the  consistories  to  appoint  a  stated  period  at  which  collections 


shall  be  made  for  the  Education  Board,  ....  513 

Clauses,  new,  about  to  be  organized  in  Illinois  and  Michigan,  .  528 


(   v,u   ) 

Classical  Agency,  remarks  upon,  ....  169,  529 

agents,  Board  of  Missions  authorized  to  appoint  them,  .  289 

Clark,  Dr.  John,  scholarship  endowed,     .....  106 

his  legacy,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .162 

Clerks  of  General  Synod — see  General  Synod. 

Clute,  Mr.  John,  appeal  of  Mr.   Best  in  his  case,  .  .  .  381 

tried  and  sustained,         .  383 

Coetus  of  the  provinces  of  New- York  and  New- Jersey,  Minutes  of,  presented 

to  Synod,  ........  534 

Collection  in  behalf  of  the  "Widows'  Fund,  recommended,  .  .     87,  180 

American  Colonization  Society,   recommended,  92,  422 

Rutgers  College,  recommended,  .  .  179 

suspended,     .  .  .  315 

of  Missions,  the  small  number  of,         .  .  288 

Collins,  Mr.  Barnabas  V.,  requests  a  dispensation,  .  .  .  334 

action  of  Synod  upon,    .  408 

recommended  to  receive  aid  from  the  Benschoten  fund,     509 

Colleges,  day  of  prayer  in  behalf  of,  recommended,  ...  66 

College  edifice  and  grounds,  the  use  of  certain  parts  of,  to  be  secured  to  the 

Trustees,  .......  306,  316 

Board  of  Corporation  to  execute  a  legal  instrument 

for  this  purpose,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .316 

report  their  execution   of  it,  336 

— resolution  proposed  relative  to  the  reconveyance  of,  282 

-report  of  committee  upon,  282 


resolutions  concerning  the  reconveyance  of,  282,  306, 

[316 

action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  relative  to,  311 

Colonization  Society — Synod's  confidence  in,        .  ,  .  297,  421 

Communion,  a  question  as  to  the  latitude  of  the  invitation  to,       .  .  154 

indefinitely  postponed,       .  155 

Complaint  of  Rev.  C.  Bogardus,  against  the  Classis  of  Schenectady,  noticed,     54 

entertained,  and  proceedings  of  Synod  upon,  56,  59 

Rev.  S.  Ostrander,  against  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer,  .  155 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  156 


of  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Blooming-grove,  against  the 

Classis  of  Rensselaer,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .156 

mode  of  procedure  in  the  trial  of,     ,  .  .  .  254 

of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,  .  .  431,  432 

-farther  noticed,  491 


-report  of  the  committee  upon,  .  495 

■tried,  and  decision  upon,     .  496-502 


against  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Simeon 

D.   Robinson,  presented,  ......  494 

-report  of  the  committee  on  overtures,  &c. 


upon,       .........  496 

Committees,   standing,  appointed,  .  .  .        7,101,203,330,446 

committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund,  added  to,  .  295 

on  Consistorial  Minutes,  reference  relative  to  the  duties  of,  379 

-action  upon,         .      380,  388,  506 


standing,  omdoctrine,  their  duty  in  relation  to  vacant  churches,       387 

Committee  upon  the  communication  relative  to  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Gerard  Beek- 

man,       *........  8 

to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby-. 

terian  Church,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .29 

of  arrangements  for  religious  exercises,  .      30,  130,  227,  353,  467 

on  the  proposed  transfer  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,      .  55 


(      i*      ) 

Committee  on  the  complaint  of  ilev.  C.  Bogardus,  57 
on  a  communication  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 
lege, in  relation  to  certain  modifications  of  the   union  between  them  and 
Synod,   .                                    .            .            .            •            .            .  67 

to  solicit  contributions  in  aid  of  the  Library,  .  .     77,  105 

on  Widows'  Fund,      .  .  .  .87, 295,  331 

of  arrangements  for  holding  anniversary  meeting,  89,  191,  297,420,  534 

on  leave  of  absence,     ......  89 

on  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  book,  ....  92 


on  foreign  correspondence,       .  '.  .  28,  126,  227,  353 

on  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  powers  of  commissioners  from 

lower  courts,  in  case  of  appeals,  .....  161 

to  confer  with  Dr.  Janeway,    .....  180 

on  a  change  in  the  number  of  members  composing  the  Board  of 

Superintendents  of  the  Seminary,  .....  181 

to  solicit  contributions  in  aid  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  .  190 

on  a  communication  from"  the  Sabbath  School  Union  of  R.  D.  C.,  257 

on  the  report  of  the   Superintendents  of  Rutgers  College,       271,  396 

to  confer  with  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  relative  to  the  existing 

covenant  between  them  and  Synod,         .  .  .  .  .  282 

-resolutions  proposed  by,  310 


-on 


a  proposition  to  reconvey  the  College  edifice  and  grounds,  282 
— on  certain  reports  and  communications  relative  to  Rutgers  College,  313 
to  raise  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  the  President  of  Rut- 
gers College,        .             .             .             .                          .             .             .314 

to  inform  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow  of  his  being  elected  President  of  Rut- 
gers College,        ........  317 

to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  Constitution,      .  .  348 

on  alteiing  the  name  and  style  of  the  church,  •  .  380 


on  the  subject  of  vacant  churches  supplying  themselves  with  minis- 
ters,  380 

on  the  use  of  the  forms  of  the  church,  .  .  .  380 

-on  the  manner  of  dealing  with  baptized  members.        .  380,  505 


; — to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  relative  to  certain 

alterations  in  previous  arrangements,      .....  405 

to  address  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  H.  Bleecker,  Esq.  416 

to  attend  the  dedication  of  the  Central  Dutch  Church  of  Brooklyn,  419 

— on  the  memorial  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,       .  .  .  433 

on  the  application  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  to  lease  two 

lots,         .........  435 

on  certain  papers  relative  to  difficulties  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary.       •  >.m 450 

relative  to  preparing  a  historv  of  the  church  and  certain  religious 

oooks,     •  •  .......  492 

on  the  rules  for  the  government  of  Synod  when  acting  as  a  court  of 

aPPeal,    .........  504 

-to  meet  at  New- Brunswick  in   relation  to  the  difficulties  in  the 

Theological  Seminary,  and  any  alterations  in  the  plan  of  instruction  deemed 
necessary  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  ....  522 

Commissioners  from  inferior  judicatories,  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the 
power  of,  proposed  and  referred,     .  .  .  .  .161 

report  of  committee  upon,  252 

powers  of,  in  cases  of  appeal,    .  253 

Conferences  on  the  subject  of  Sabbath  Schools  held,         .  .  .  394 

Connexion  of  Rutgers  College  with  the  Theological  Seminary,  remarks  upon,  276 

with  the  General  Synod,  remarks  upon,  402 

the  result  of    .  402 


(  *  ) 

Consistories  enjoined  to  comply  with  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  standing 
committee  of  Classis  on  vacant  congregations,    .  .  .  .  58 

recommended  to  appoint  annually  a  committee  on  Synodical  Mi- 
nutes,      ...••••••  162 

to  subscribe  to  the  Widows'  Fund  in  behalf  of  their  min- 


isters,        191,297 

to  place  their  Sabbath  Schools  under  the   Synod  Board,  260 

to  aid  effort  in  behalf  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  .  296 

-the  plan  of  the  Widows'  Fund   recommended  to  them,  418 


-to  fix  a  stated  time  at  which  to  take  up  collections  for  the  Education 


Board,     ...........  613 

allowed  to  apply  their  collections  to  the  Widows'   Fund  to  the  credit 

of  ministers,        .  .  .  .  .  .  531 

Consistorial  Minutes,  reference  relative  to  the  duties  of  committees  on,  379 

. '■ action  of  Synod  upon  380, 

[388,  506 
Congregations  vacant,  to  comply  with  the  articles  of  the  Constitution  concern- 
ing them,  •  .  •  .  •  •  ■  58 
Convention  at  Pittsburgh  to  promote  union,  Synod  invited  to  unite  in  it,            ]25 

action  of  Synod  in  reference  to,  128, 129 

letter  relative  to,  received,    .  .  350 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  .  350,  351 


Constitution  of  the  church,  communication  from  Messrs.  Mentz,  relative  to 
publishing  an  edition  of,  ......  331 

report  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tion upon,            ........  348 

edition  of,  exhausted,  .  .  .  337 


direction  to  the  Board  of  Corporation  relative  to 

the  publication  of,  ......  348 

committee  to  superintend  the  publication  of,  348 

-Board  of  Direction,  report  the  publication  of  it,       452 


Condict,  Miss,  her  missionary  station,        .  .  .  .  .414 

Cornell  scholarship,  means  to  increase  the  principal  of,  .  .  264 

Correspondence  with  the  Associate  Reformed  Church — see  A. 

the  church  of  Scotland,  in  Upper  Canada,  state  of,  27,  225,  466 

committee  on,  reports  of,  .  28,  123,  126,  225,  350,  465 

with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  com- 
mittee to  open,  -  •  •  .  29 

report  of,        .  .  122 

-terms  of,  agreed  upon,  122 


-with  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  par- 


tially suspended,  .......  124 

resumed,         .  .  351 

state  of,  .  .  466 


-a  reduction  of  the  delegation 


to  and  from,  proposed,     .......  466 

-with  the  United  Associate  Church  of  Scotland — see  U. 


Covenant  between  Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College — communica- 
tion from  the  Trustees  relative  to  a  modification  of,        .  .  67 

report  of  a  committee  upon,  67 

-resolutions  of  Synod  relative  to,  70 


alleged  departure  from  the  terms  of,         .  .  174 

modification  of,  in  reference  to  the  President  of  the 

College,  adopted  by  Synod,  .  .  .  281 

-adopted  by  the  Trustees,  311 


the  continuance  of,  a  condition  of  a  certain  subscrip- 
tion to  the  funds  of  the  Synod,  .  .  .  .  .281 


(  »  ) 

Covenant  between  Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  the  Board  of 
Corporation  to  obtain  the  relinquishment  of  this  condition         .  .  316 

committee  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  rela- 
tive to,    ,                         .......  282 

■ — — report  of,    305 

-resolutions  proposed  by,       310 


-the  abrogation  of  a  certain  condition  of,  rela- 


tive to  the  salaries  of  professors   insisted  on,  in  the  event  of  certain  action 

by  the  Trustees,  .......  316 

-the  main  features  of  it,  .  .  .  .  .  400 


Crawford,  Rev.  J.  B.,  notice  of  his  death,  .  470 

Crosby,  Mr.  William  B.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,     .......  353 

chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  16,  27,  121,  224 

[348,  463 
D. 
Deputatus,  Classes  directed  to  comply  with  the  Constitution,  in  relation  to  them,     58 

bound  to  give  due  notice  if  not  able  to  attend,  .  .  59 

De  Witt,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,      .......  353 

■ reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,  464 

preaches  the  annual  missionary  sermon,  .  410 

■Particular  Synod  of  New-York,  submit  that  he  be 


requested  to  prepare  a  History  of  the  Church,  ....  491 
reference  of,  492 


-requested  to  prepare  certain  works  on  the  history  of 


the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,      .  .  .  .  .493 

Deceased  wife's  sister,  marriage  of,  the  Act  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 

impeaching  the  rule  relative  to,  disapproved  of,  ...  505 
certain  resolutions  relative  to  existing  enactments  of  the 

church,  relative  to,  proposed  and  indefinitely  postponed.  ■  .  506 

Delegates  to  attend  the  German  Reformed  Synod.  ".      29,  130,  226,  352,  467 

reports  of,  28,  130,  225,  349 

to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbvterian  Church,        29,  253,  467 

-reports  from,  .  .    29.  123 


to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  .  130,  467 

report  of,    .  .  .  349 


Direction  of  the  Corporation,  Board  of.  reports  of,   received  and  referred,  15,  106 

[211,335,347,451 
decease  of  their  President,  and  resolu- 
tion thereon,       .......  15 

members  of,  chosen,  .      27,  121,  224,  348,  463 

increase  of  rate  of  interest  on  their  loans,  16 

-consent  to  act  as  Trustees   of  the  Widows' 


Fund,      .  .17,87 

-authorized  to  dispense  with  the  rule  relative  to 


requiring  a  mortgage  in  the  case  of  the  church  of  Utica,  .  .  76 

-authorized  to  fill  vacancies  during  the  interim  of 


Synod,    ........  .76 

-subject  of  the  Widows'  Fund  referred  to  them, 


to  digest  a  plan  and  by-laws  of,    . 

•report  upon,  111 


-requested  to  send  circulars  to  the  churches  on 


the  subject  of  the  Widows'  Fund,         .  •  .  .  88 

-complied    with,  and  a  copy  cf  circular,  108 


their  action  with  regard  to  the  Education  Funds,  16, 

[106,  107 


(    >*    ) 

Direction  of  the  Corporation,  directed  to  publish  annualiy,  in  the  Christian 
Intelligencer,  a  circular  on  the  subject  of  the  Widows'  Fund,  .  .  190 

authorized  to  issue  publications  on  the  subject  of 

the  Widows1  Fund, 190, 297 

-empowered  to  make  arrangements  for  the  print- 


ing of  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,         .....  193 

arrangement  and  contracts  made  by  them  on  this 

subject,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .211 

number  and  character  of  their  meetings,  16, 106,  21 1, 

[335,  451 

propose  a  certain  amendment  to  the  plan  of  the 

Widows'  Fund.  ......  212 

-adopted,  .  •  .296 


-express  their  regret  at  the  little  interest  felt  in 


the  Widows"  Fund  by  the  ministers  and  churches,         .  .  212,336 

-members  of  appointed  to  give  information   to 


Synod,  relative  to  their  affairs,    ....      17,112,213,337,453 
a  certain  report  to  be  the  basis  of  their  action 


on   the  Widows'    Fund,  ......  533 

recommended  to  publish  the  plan  and  rules  of 

the  Widows'  Fund,  as  an  Appendix  to  Minutes  of  Synod,  ,  .  295,  297 
to  embody  in  a  pamphlet  the  proceedings  of 

Synod  relative  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  .....  297 
to  appoint  an  agent  in   behalf  of  the  Widows' 

Fund .  .  .  .  531 

-to  prepare  subscription  papers  for  a  literature 


fund 315 

-to  execute  an  instrument  securing  to  the  Trus- 


tees of  Rutgers  College,  the  use  of  certain  parts  of  the  College,  &c.      .  316 

—  report  their  fulfilment  of  it,  ■  .  336 

-to  solicit  the  relinquishment  of  a  certain  condi- 


tion to  the  subscription  of  one  of  the  funds  of  Synod,  .  .  316 

-report   relative  to,         .  .  335 


-express  their  confidence  in  the  plan  of  the  Wi- 


dows' Fund 336,  337, 452 

instructed  to   collect  the  subscriptions   to  the 

$30,000  fund,      .......  407,  518 

-authorized  to  lease  two  lots  to  the  Trustees  of 


Rutgers  College,  .......  436 

-report  their  execution  of  this  lease,  452 


-authorized  to  have  an   edition  of  the  Constitu- 


tion published,     ........  348 

their  contract  concerning,  452 


Digest,  annual,      ......      25,  120,  223, 346,  4 62 

of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  Synod.  Stated  Clerk  to  prepare  one,       535 

Dispensation.  Mr.  Barnabas  V.  Collins,  requests  one,       .  .  .  334 

action  of  Synod  upon,  408 

Mr.  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  requests  one,  .  .  334,  451 

— granted,  408 

recommended  by  the  Superintendents,  450 

-granted,  520 


■Mr.  Charles  S.  Hageman,  requests  one,       .  .  .  451 

-granted,  519 


District  Schools,  the  instruction  of  sacred  music  in,  recommended,  .  421 

Didactic  Professorship  in  the   Seminary,  measures  relative  to  certain  difficul- 
ties connected  with,  .  .  .  .  .  .  522 

committee  authorized  to  alter  the  plan  of  instruction  in,  523 


(  xiii   ) 

Dismission  of  Students  from  the  Theological  Seminary,  the  power  of  vested  in 

the  Board  of  Superintendents,  .....  209 

Doctrine,  Standing  Committee  of  Classes  on,  their  duty  in  relation  to  vacant 

churches,  .♦.•....  387 

Door-keeper's  bills,  presented  and  ordered  to  be  paid,  93,  194,  317,  299,  423  437, 

[536 
Doty,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  their  missionary  station,  .  .  .  414 

Dubois,  Rev.  George,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  -167 
Dutch,  reference  relative  to  striking  the  word  out  of  the  name  of  the  church,  379 

referred,  380 

report  upon  420 

Dwight,  Rev.  Maurice,  preaches  the  annual  missionary  sermon,    .  .  183 
appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

Presbyterian  Church,     .......  467 

E. 
Education,  Board  of,  reports  of,  received  and  referred,  60,  162,  262,  389,  506 

the  number  of  their  beneficiaries,        60,  163,  264,  390,  509 

■ apply  t0  have  their  beneficiaries  placed  on  a  footing  with 

those  on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,       .....  62 

action  of  Synod  upon,      .  .  66 


receipts  and  expenditures  of,  62,  163,  265,  391,  393,  509,  511 

reports  of  Treasurer  of,         .  .       63,  167,  266,  391,  509 

members  of,  chosen,  .  .      63,  172,  266,  395,  510 

allowed  to  increase  their  appropriations  to  beneficiaries, 

to  a  certain  sum,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

increase  their  appropriations  to  beneficiaries,  .  163,  262 

state  of  the  funds  of,  .  .  62,  163,  169,  507 

applications  to,  ...  Iti4 

urge  more  attention  to  the  cause  of  education,  .  164,  390 

nature,  amount  of,  and  manner  of  contributions  to,       165 

direction  with  regard  to  beneficiaries,  from  the  Classis  of 

Cayuga,  ........  172 

-Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  recommended  to  receive  such 


beneficiaries  as  they  may  commend  to  any  vacancy  in  the  Van  Benschoten 
Fund,     .........  178 

authorized  to  appoint  special  agents,  .  .  188 

report  of  the  Treasurer  of,  relative  to  the  Stryker  Scholar- 
ship,       .........  262 

request  Synod  to  recommend  the  churches  to  make  their 

contributions  to  the  education  cause  through  them,        .  .  .  265 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  268 


churches  supporting  their  own  beneficiaries,  to  report  to 

them,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  269 

■ remarks  on  the  best  means  of  increasing  their  funds,  269 

their  plan  of  increasing  the  principal  of  the  scholarships, 

approved,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  270 

instructed  to  make  appropriations,  so  that  the  tuition  fees 

of  their  beneficiaries  may  be  paid,  .....  282 

number  of  beneficiaries  withdrawn  from   them,         264,  390 

embarrassment  of,  for  want  of  funds,  .  390,  507 

recommended  not  to  receive  any  more  beneficiaries  till 

their  debt  is  paid,  .......  393 

-relative  to  the  choice  of  beneficiaries,     .  .  393 


instructed  to  demand  repayment  from  those  who   with- 
draw,      .            .  .  .  .  .  .  .393 

authorized  to  pay  the  tuition  fees   of  their  beneficiaries,  406 

— ■ their  pecuniary  difficulties,   .  .       507,510,511 

Vol.  V.  70 


(  "i*  ) 

Education,  Board  of,  legacy  to,  received,    .....  507 

plan  proposed  by  them  to  increase  their  funds,         .  507 

action  of  Synod  upon,  512 

obliged  to  decline  receiving  certain  applicants,  .  508 

remarks  relative  to  the  interest  felt  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion in  the  churches,       ....  .  508,511 
-certain   beneficiaries  relinquished   the  appropriation  to 


them,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .509 

death  of  one  of  their  beneficiaries  noticed,     .  .  509 

their  attention  directed  to  certain   resolutions  of  Synod.  511 

remarks  relative  to  their  selection  of  beneficiaries,     .  511 

Classes  to  appoint  agents  in  behalf  of,  .  .  512 

-to  urge  upon  their  consistories  to  fix  a  stated  time 


for  collections  in  behalf  of,  ......  513 

their  attention  called  to  certain  parts  of  the  plan  of  their 

organization,         ........  513 

authorized  to  name  incumbents  upon  the  Van  Benscho- 

ten  Fund,  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  .  .  .  520 

Education,  reports  of  the  committees  on,    .  .  .  63,167,266,391 

funds,  amount  of,          .  .  .  .  180,  285,  392,  511 

Endowment  of  scholarship,  resolutions  recommending  it,  .  .    64,  168 

of  presidency  of  Rutgers  College,  measures  relative  to,  .  314 

Ennis,  Rev.  Jacob,  his  appeal  noticed,        .....  491 

• report  of  the  committee  of  overtures,  &c,  upon,  494 

tried  and  not  sustained,        .  .  502-503 

ayes  and  nays  on  the  decision  of,  .  503 

Erringer,  Mr.  Frederic,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .    29,  467 

his  report  relative  to,  .  .  .  123 

Examinations  of  ministers  and  candidates  before  Classes,  how  to  be  conduct- 
ed,    58,  255,  387 

Expenses  of  the  committee  to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
to  be  paid,  ........  317 

Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Seminary,  to  be  paid,  317 

of  the  committee  to  meet  at  New-Brunswick  on  the    subject  of 

professorate,  to  be  paid,    .......  535 

F. 
Farewell  meetings  with  missionaries,  .  .  .  .  .85,  186 

Fairview,  111.,  notice  of  the  establishment  of  a  church  at,  .  .  289 

Fehruarv,  the  last  Thursday  of,  recommended  as  a  day  of  prayer  in  behalf  of 
Colleges,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Ferris,  Kev.  Dr.  Isaac,  requested  to  prepare  a  system  of  Bible  questions,  494 
Financial  Secretary,  the  Boards  of  Missions  authorized  to  appoint  one,    .           529 
Fisher,  Rev.  George  H.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,      352 
reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appoint- 
ment,      .........  464 

chosen  a  delegate   to  the   Synod  of  the  Reformed 

Presbyterian  Church,      .......  130 

•Isaac,  his  death  noticed,        .....  359 


Foreign  Missions,  Board  of,  Fifth  Annual  Report  of,  received  and  referred,     80 

Sixth       do.  do.  do.         do.         do.      183 

Seventh  do.  do-  do.         do.         do.      286 

Eighth    do.  do.  do.         do.         do.      410 

Ninth     do.  do.  do.        do.         do.       524 

reports  of  the  Treasurer  of,      80,  183,  287,  410,  524 

amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of,  for  four 

and  half  years,     ........  82 

— members  of,  appointed,  .     83,  188,  294,  416,  525 


(       *Y       ) 

Foreign   Missions,    Board   of.  annual  receipts  and  expenditures,  86,  186    299 

[415  527 

7"  " authorized  to  appoint  special  agents,  .        '  188 

——————— -instructed   to  lay  before   Synod  the  rules  of  the 

a.  is.  u.  b  .  M.,  in  regard  to  appropriations  to  missionaries,       .  ,  jgg 

:  * complied  with,      287 

-      — "  -——instructed  to  lay  before  Synod  explanation  of  some 

parts  of  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  1837,     ...  .188 

complied  with,       .  .  291 

~  certain  charges  and  disbursements  of  sanctioned,  292 

-amount  necessary  to  constitute  a  layman  an  honora- 

416 


ry  member  of, 


■authorized  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to 
appoint  a  Financial  Secretary,   .  .  .  m  5oq 

Foreign  Missions,  interest  of  churches  in,  noticed,  ".  134  099  291  526 

collections  in  behalf  of,  .  .  .     '       .'        '  291 

' churches  exhorted  to  devise  means  for  raising  funds  for         291 

state  of  noticed,  ....  '         470 

enlargement  and  interesting  state  of,     .  .  \  526 

expenses  of,  for  1840,  and  part  of  1841,  .  .'  527 

payments  for  the  support  of,  in  1840,  and  part  of  1841,'  527 

— — the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  requested  to  transmit  an  annual  ac- 

count  of  the  expenditures  of,      .  .  .  527 

Fort  Plain  Church  of,  independent  of  aid  from  the  Board  of  Missions!  185 

*orms  of  the  Church,  reference  relative  to  the  use  of,      .  .  .  379 

referred,         .  .  330 

T7  •   •       ~'  report  of,        .  .  339 

*  oreign  ministers,  rule  relative  to  their  reception  into  the  church,  .     58  388 

reference  relative  to,  '  q~n 

—referred,       •  ...  380 

report  upon,      .  .  336 


-       —correspondence— see  United  Associate  Church  of  Scotland. 
franklin  Street  Church  selected  as  the  place  for  holding  the  annual  meetings 

ot  institutions  connected  with  the  church,  ...  85 

Frazer,  Rev.  Thomas,  petition  from,  received,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of 
Classis  of  Schenectady,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Bunnell,  and  action  of  Sjnod 
upon,       *••....  C7 

French  language,  a  professor  of  appointed,  in  Rutgers  College,     '.  '  515 

.b  unds  of  the  Church,  amount  and  state  of,  .  16,  106,  211,  336,  422,  452 

the  condition  of  a  certain  subscription  to,      .     '        .'        '  281 
c     ,  !  means  for  the  removal  of,     316, 335 

tor  benevolent  purposes,  a  more  efficient  mode  of  raising  them  neces- 

_    Sary'    •  s        •  •  •  •  170 

~        7~.  action  of  Synod  upon,  .  187  188 

——tor  missionary  operations  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Synod's  Boards  of 

Missions,  .  --» 

Fund,  Education— see  Education. 

Widows'— see  Widow. 

Van  Benschoten— see  Van  Benschoten. 

Literature — see  Literature. 

thirty  thousand  dollars— state  of,     .  .  .  .  335  452 

Gale,  Dr.,  his  services  in  Rutgers  College^'  .  7o 

Garretson,  Rev.  John,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  467 
GeneralSynod-convened  .      3,97,199,301,325,427,441 

Presidents  of—  Rev.  Isaac  N.  WyckofT,        .  .  !  6 

"    Benjamin  C  Taylor,    .  100 


(      "i      ) 

General  Svnod,  Presidents  of,  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,     .  202,  304 

"    James  Murphey,  .  .  329, 430 

"     James  Romeyn,  .  .  .  445 

Adsessors  of — Rev.  James  Romeyn,  ...  6 

"     Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  .  .  100 

"    Brogun  HofT,     ....  202 

"     Jacob  C.  Sears,  .  304 

"     Abraham  Messier,         .  .  329,  430 

"    John  Garretson,  .  .  .  445 

Clerks  pro  tern,  of — 

Rev.  C.  Hunt  and  G.  I.  Garretson,  .  .  6 

"    J.  R.  Talmage  and  R.  O.  Currie,         .  100 

"  John  P.  Kn  >x  and  James  B.  Ten  Eyck,  202 
"  J.  H.  Van  Wagenen  and  W.  R.  Gordon,  304 
"  J.  P.  Knox  and  Kanst'ord  Wells,  329,  430 
"     C.  L.  Van  Dyke  and  J.  C.  F.  Hoes,  445 

thanks  of,  returned  to  Dr.  Brownlee,  for  his  address  on  Roman- 
ism,        .........  60 

to  the  citizens  of  Albany,  for  their  hospitality,   195 

-to  the  consistories  of  the  North  and  Middle 


Churches  of  Albany,  for  accommodations  afforded  to  Synod,     .  .  195 
; to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  hospi- 
tality,                   ...  299 

-to  the  consistories  of  the  First  and  Third  Re- 


formed Dutch  Churches  of  Philadelphia,  for  accommodation  afforded  Synod,  299 

to  General  Assembly,  for  a  volume  containing 

the  Records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  ....  466 

-to  Gen.  Westerlo,  for  certain  Minutes  of  the 


Syno J  of  North  Holland,  ......  534 

to  Rev.  P.  Lal>a<jh,  for    do.         do.        .  534 

to  Drs  Beck,  for  do.         do.         .  534 

to  certain  gentlemen  for  accommodations  af- 
forded to  the  members  at  their  session  in   Albany,  .  .  .  537 

to  the  consistories  of  the  North  and  Middle 

Churches  of  Albanv,  for  the  use  of  their  building,       .  .  .  537 

adjourned,     .  .  .  <j3,  195,  300,  317,  421,  438,  537 

number  of  churchps  and  ministers  connected  with,  .  356 

— request  for  an  extra  meeting  of,  .  .  .  430 

-sermon  before— see  Sermon. 


General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  delegates  from,  27,  122,  225 

delegates  to,  29,  130,  226,  352,  467 

■ reports  of  delegates  to    28,    130, 

[225,  319,  464 
— — an  aleration  in  terms  of  cor- 
respondence with,  proposed,        ......  466 

General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  delegates  to,         .        29,  353,  467 

reports  of  delegates  to,  29, 123,  464 

"  ~ division   of,   adverted  to,  123 

correspondence  with,  partially 

suspended,  ........  124 

resumed,  .  351 

—-" — delegates  from,     .  .  465 

-present  the  early 


Records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  Synod,  .  .  .  465 

-thanks    for,   re- 


turned, to,  and  disposal  of,        .....  466 

-an  alteration  in  terms  of  cor- 


respondence with,  proposed,        ......  466 


(     xvii     ) 

General  Agent — see  Agent. 

German  language,  a  professor  of  appointed  in  Rutgers  College,    .  .  515 

Gerhart,  Rev.  Isaac,  delegate  from  the  German  Synod,   communication  from,  405 
Grammar  School  of  Rutgers  College,  placed  under  the  care  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Van 

Lievv,      .  ........  515 

Grosebeck,  Mr.  W.  W.  thanks  of  Synod  voted  to,  537 

H. 
Hageman,  Mr.  Charles,  requests  a  dispensation    ....  451 

granted,      .  .  .  519 

Hardenburgb,  Rev.  James  B.,  D.  D„  appointed  a   delegate  to    the  General 

Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  ....  29 

■ his  report,  relative  to,  .  •  •  123 

chosen  delegate  to  German  Reformed  Synod,       226 

Hasbrook,  Mr.  Stephen,  memorial  from,  on  the  use  ol  instrumental  music  in 

the  churches,      ......••  206 

leave  granted  him  to  withdraw  it,  .  .  206 

ayes  and  nays  thereon,      .  .  206 

Hon.  A.  Bruyn,  appointed  President  of  Rutgers  College,      .  516 

Havre,  chaplain,  station  at ;  address  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sawtell  relative  to,       .  437 

Heidlebemh  Catechism,  a  copy  of,  with  proofs,  by  Dr.  Snyder,  brought  to 

the  notice  of  Synod,    .•....•  154 

■ resolution  relative  to,    .  .  .  155 

— reference  relative  to  an  anayiitical  illustration  of,  .  491 

-importance  of,   .  .  ■  493 


■Rev.  James  Romeyn,  requested  to  prepare  an  analytical 


illustration  of,     .  .  .  .  .  •  ■  •  493 

Heyer,  Cornelius,  chosen  President  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  16,  27,  121,  221, 

[318,  463 
Heyer,  Rev.W.  H.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 

Church, 352 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,      464 

History  ol  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  a  reference  relative  to  the,         .  491 

report  of  a  committee  upon,      .  492 

Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt  requested  to  pre- 
pare works  upon,            .......  493 

-ministers   requested  to  procure  and 


transmit  information  relative  to,  ....  493 

Hoff,  Rev.  Brogun,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  .......••  130 

to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,       .            .            .  .  .  •  ■  •  467 

Holland,  reference  from  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie,  relative  to  the  persecu- 
tion of  the  church  in,     •  .  .  .  .  •  •  154 

action  of  Synod  upon     .  .  .  127 

King  of,  committee  to  draft  a  letter  to,  on  the  subject  of  missions  in 

India,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .287 

report,  of,  •  293 

letter  to,  ordered  to  be  signed  and  forwarded,    .  .  293 

— letters  relative  to,                     •             •             .410 
result  of, 415,  527 


Holland,  North,  certain  minutes  of  the  Synod  of,  presented  to  Synod,  533,  534 
Honorary  Members  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions;  amount  necessary  to 

constitute  a  layman,        .......  416 

of  the  Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union,  authorized  to  be 

constituted,  ......«•  513 

Hoppers,  Messrs.,  resolutions  relative  to  the  case  of,  .  ;  •  156, 157 

Hunt,  Rev.  Christopher,  his  death  noticed,  .  233»  2fi5 


(     xviii     ) 

I. 

Institutions,  literary  and  theological,  of  the  church,  recommended,  .  70 

Institutions,  literary   and   theological,  recommended  to  be  specially  prayed  for,  74 
Instrument,  legal,  executed  to  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  securing  to  them 

the  use  of  certain  parts  of  the  college  building,  &c.        .  .  .  316,  336 

Instruction,  the  importance  of  a  proper  mode  and  character  of,  in  regard  to 
theological  students,         .......  521 

theological,  the  present  plan  of,  needs  improvement,    .  .  521 

the  importance  of  the  use  of  a  text- book  in,  .  521 

1 committee  authorized  to  alter  the  present  plan  of,  .  522 

■ the  amended  plan  of,  when  adopted  to  be  the  law  of  in- 
struction in  the  seminary  till  the  next  meeting  of  Synod,  .  .  523 
Invitation  to  the  communion  ;  a  question  as  to  the  latitude  of,  proposed,  .  154 
indefinitely  postponed,  155 

Janeway,  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob,  resigns  his  office  of  Vice-President  of  Rutgers 
College, 173 

committee  to  confer  with  him,  and  secure  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  services  in  the  Institution  at  New-Brunswick,  .  180 

-report  of,    204,284 


the  Superintendents  suggest  the  propriety  of  ob- 
taining his  services  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  .  .  .  210 
Jersey  City,  an  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Bergen,  relative  to  the  Church  of,  157 

Church  of,  independent  of  aid  from  the  Board  of  Missions,    .  185 

Judicatories,  lower,  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  power  of  commissioners 
from,  in  cases  of  appeal,  proposed  and  referred,  .  ...  161 

report  of  committee  upon,  252 

■ powers  of  commissioners  from,  in  cases  of  appeal,         .  254 

their  duty  in  recording  their  decisions  in  judicial  business,     253 

bound  to  act  under  the  laws  of  the  church  until  changed,       505 

Judicial  Business,  order  of  proceeding  in  the  trial  of,  established,  .  253 

K. 
Keese,  Mr.  John  D.,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,     .......  29 

Kip,  Isaac  L.,  President  of  Board  of  Corporation,  his  death  noticed,        .  15 

resolutions  of  Synod  relative  to,  27 

scholarship  endowed,  .  106, 163 

Kittle,  Rev   A.  N.,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod,         30 
Knox,  Rev.  John,  D.  D.,  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  27, 121, 224 

[343,  463 

appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German 

Reformed  Church,  .......  29 

-appointed   a    delegate   to  the   Associate    Reformed 


Church,  ........  30 

Knox,  Miss,  Fund  ;  names  of  incumbents  upon,  and  amount  of  allowance  to.     71 

[177,  274,  406,  514 

state  of — see  Annual  Digest. 

Treasurer   of   Rutgers  College  requested  to  collect  the 

bonds  forfeited  by  incumbents  upon,       .....  283 
; Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  authorized  to  pay  the  tuition 

fees  of  incumbents  upon,  ......  406 

L. 
Lansing,  Rev.  Nicholas,  his  legacy  to  Synod  received,      .  .  .16,  163 

how  disposed  of,        .  .  107 

Mr.  Jacob  A.,  requests  a  dispensation,    ,  .  .  .  334 

action  of  Synod  upon,  408 


(     xix      ) 

Lansing,  Mr.  Jacob  A.,  dispensation  in  his  favor  recommended  by  Superinten- 
dents,    .....  ....  450 

■ granted,  520 

Laba^h,   Rev.  Peter,  presents  to  the  Synod  the  Minutes  of  the    Synod  of 

North-Holland,  for  1771,        ......  533 

thanks  of  Synod  voted  to  him,  .  .  .  534 

Lee,  Rev.  Robert  P.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  .......  467 

Legacy — see  Bequest. 

Leroy,  David,  recommendation  in  favor  of,  .  .  .  .8,  77 

Letter  to  the  King  of  Holland — see  Holland. 

H.  Bleecker,  Esq. — see  Bleecker. 

from  Rev.  J.  F.  Schermerhom,     .....  287 

Library  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  committee  to  solicit  contributions  in 
aid  of,  .  .  x  .  .  .  .  .  77 

reports  of,  78,  105,  204,  334 

continued,  .  105 

Licentiates  from  other  denominations,  mode  of  receiving  them,     .         58,  255,  387 

the  Board  of  Missions  recommended  to  employ  them  to  labor  in 

feeble  churches,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .414 

Long-Island,  Classis  of;  reference  from,  relative  to  students  of  Theological 
College, 251 

referred,  252 

-report  upon,  284 


-to  the    organization    of 


church  by  the  Board  of  Missions,         .....  294 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  294 


Lindly,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  missionary  labors  in  South  Africa  noticed,  .  415 

List  of  securities  belonging  to  General  Synod — see  Securities. 
Literature   Fund,  for  the   support   of   the   President   of    Rutgers   College, 
measures  for  raising  it,  .  .  .  .  .  .314 

provisions  relative  to,  314 

Ludlow,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,     226 

-fulfils  the  appointment,     349 


-nominated   President  of   Rutgers   College    by  the 


Trustees,  313 

approved  as  such  by  Synod,  314 

Synod  pledge  themselves  to  raise  his  salary,       .  314 

measures  adopted  to  raise  his  salary,      .  •  314 

elected  President  of  Rutgers  College,    .  .  316 

-committee  of  Synod  to  inform  him,  317 


-communication  from,  relative  to  his  election  to  the 


Presidency  of  Rutgers  College,               .....  331 

Livingston,  Miss  Mary  T-,  her  bequest  to  the  funds  of  Synod,    .             .  336 

M. 

Macao,  missionary  at,        ......             .  526 

Manayunk,  church  of,  noticed,      ......  184 

Martini,  Mr.,  Charge  d'  Affairs  of  the  Netherlands,  letter  from  received,  524 
Marriage  of  a  deceased  wife's  sister,  an  Act  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany 

relative  to  the  rule  of  the  church  in  relation  to,  disapproved,       .             .  505 
■ certain  resolutions  relative  to  the  existing 

enactments  concerning,  proposed  and  indefinitely  postponed,     .             .  506 
M'Cauley,  Rev.   John   M.,  preaches  the  annual  missionary  sermon  before 

Synod,     .........  524 

McClelland,  Rev.  Professor,  his  services  in  Rutgers  College,        .            .  173 
claims  exemption  from  certain  duties  in  the  College,  174 


(     xx     ) 

McClelland,  Rev.  Professor,  proposed  plan  relative  to  his  duties  in  Rutgers 

College, 308,  278,  315 

how  far  adopted  hy  the  Trustees,  3 1*3 

Meetings  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  church,  held,  89,  191,  297, 

[  1-20,  534 
Membership,  Honorary,  the  Board   of  Sabbath  School   Union  authorized  to 
confer,  ........  513 

lay,   of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  amount  ne- 
cessary to  constitute,  .......       416 

Memorial  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Paramus,  received,  .  156 

Mr.  S.  Hasbrook.  on  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  the  churches, 

and  action  of  the  Synod  thereon,  .....  206 

from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Bloomingburgh,  .  431 

[lev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  relative  to  his  case,  received,      .  .  431 

referred,       .  433 

■ report  upon,        433 

ayes  and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of,  434 

of  certain  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  referred  to  Synod,  450 

-action   upon,  522 


Memorials  from  students  in  literary  and  theological  institutions,  views  relative 
to  the  reception  of.  ......  .  522 

Members  baptized,  reference  relative  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with,         .  379 

■ referred  to  committee,  380 

-report  on,  and  farther  referred,  505 


Mentz,  Messrs.  G.  W.  &  Son,  contract  with,  relative   to  the  printing  of  the 
Psalm  and    Hymn  Book,  ......  211 

request  the  privilege  of  publishing  an  edition  of 

the  Constitution,  .......  331 

referred  to  the  Board  of  Corporation,  331 

report  upon,  .  .  .         348 


-arrangements   with,  relative  to  publishing  an 


edition  of  the  Constitution,         ......  348 

their  edition  of  the  Constitution  published,  452 

Mercein,  Mr.  William  A.,  action  of  Synod  relative  to  his  stereotype  plates  of 
the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  and  his  right  to  publish  it,  .  193 

agreement  of  the  Board  of  Corporation  with  him,  relative  to 

his  copy-right  and  plates,  ......  211 

Messier.  Kev.  Abraham,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod   of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  .......  ISO 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,,  225 

Milledoler,  Rev.  Professor,  communications  from,  relative  to  certain  difficulties 
in  the  Theological  Seminarv,     ......  451 

-action  upon,         ....  522 


-his  resignation   of  the  office  of  President  of  Rut- 


gers College,       ........  516 

Minutes  of  General  Synod  read,  7,  93,  101, 195,  202,  299,  317,  329,  423,  445,  537 

number  of  copies  directed  to  be  published,  93,  195,  299, 

[317,  423,  437,  536 

■ delinquencies  of  Classes  in  paying  for,  .  76 

consistories  recommended  to  appoint  a  committee 

annually,  to  examine  them,         ......  162 

■report  of  Stated  Clerk,  relative  to  the  arrears  of 


Classes,  for,         .......  192 

Stated  Clerk  to  prepare  a  Digest  of,    .  .  535 


Consistorial,  duties  of  committees  on — see  Consistorial  or  Committees 

Ministers,  the  want  of,  noticed,     ....  13,35,166,171 
from  other  denominations,  resolutions  relative  to  the  manner  of  re- 
ceiving them,      .......         58, 255, 387 


(     xxi     ) 

Ministers  recommended  to  subscribe  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  87,  180,  296,  418 

importance  of  the  Widows'  Fund  to  .  .  .  530 

foreign — see  Foreign. 

recommended  to  labor,  to  increase  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 

ministry,  .  .  .  .  .  .65,  104,  171,  267,  270 

subscribing  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  allowed  to  withdraw  their  sub- 
scriptions, .......  212, 296 

without  charge,  Classes  to  require  them  to  render  an  account  of 

their  doings,        ........  256 

Ministry,  the  small  number  of  candidates  for,       .  .  .13,  61, 171,  266 

the  duty  of  the  Church  to  rear  up  a  suitable  one,  .  .     61,  267 

to  seek  an  increase  of    .  .        166,  171,  267 

best  means  of  increasing  the  number  of  the        .  .  .  266 

the  poor  support  of  the,  noticed,  ....  356 

different  views  in  entering  upon  it,  .  .  .  .  508 

the  importance  of  due  instruction  for  the  .  .  .  521 

Missions,  Board  of  direction  to,  relative  to  appropriations,  .  .  59 

-Sixth  Annual  Report  of,  received  and  referred,  .  83 

do.       .  .  183 

do.      .  .  286 

do.      .  .  410 

do.      .  .  524 

-members  of,  appointed,  .       83, 189  294,  410,  525 


•Seventh  do. 
-Eighth   do. 
■Ninth      do. 
■Tenth     do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

-reports  of  the  Treasurer  of,      .  .       83,  183, 286,  410,  524 

church's  aid  by  them,  .  .  84,184,411,528 

receipts  and  appropriations  of,  .      84,  184,  411,  290,  529 

■ certificate  of  honorary  membership  in,  prepared,  .  85 

amount  necessary  to  constitute  an  honorary  member,  85 

justified  in  large  appropriations  to  certain  churches,       .  185 

recommended  to  endeavor  to  plant  churches  in  the  Western 

States,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .185 

authorized  to  appoint  special  agents,     .  .  .  188 

-classical  agents, 


•the  small  number  of  churches  contributing  to  their  funds,  288 
instructed  to  endeavor  to  promote  Western  missions,  289,412,  528 
■Treasurer  to  refund  the  Beekman  bequest,       .  .  290 

churches  receiving  aid  from,  to  obtain  the  recommendation 


of  Classis,  ........  290 

instructions  to,  relative  to  organizing  churches,  .  294 

plan  of,  relative  to  Western  missions,  .     .  .  412 

-approved,  .  413 


their  efforts  in  behalf  of  Western  missions  approved,      413,  528 

recommended  to  employ  the  licentiates  in  feeble  churches,     414 

an  alteration  in  the  style  of,  proposed,  .  .  529 

the  Corresponding   Secretary  of,  requested  to  lay  on  the 

table  of  Synod,  a  statement  of  the  various  appropriations  of,      .  .  524 

-a  statement  of  their  several  appropriations,  presented,  524 

their  policy  relative  to  appropriations,  approved,  .  528 

inadequacy  of  their  receipts,  and  means  to  increase  them,  529 

authorized  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  to  appoint 

a  Financial  Secretary,    .......  529 

Missions,  Foreign — see  Foreign. 

reports  of  the  committees  on,  .  .      83,  183,  287.  411,  525 

interest  of  the  churches  in,  noticed,         .  33,  134,  231,  288,  356,  470,  526 

Synod's  Boards  of,  churches  to  transmit  their  funds  to  the  Treasurers 

of,  ......  187 

■their  faithfulness  commended,  .  .  288 


Vol.  V.  71 


cerning,  ...... 

-plan  of  the  Board  relative  to, 
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Missions  in  the  Western  States,  recommendation  of,  185.  289,  379,  412,  470 

letter  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Schermerhorn,  con- 

287 

412 

288 

470 

526 

529 

83 

183 

294 

410 

524 

416,  525 

81 

85.  186 

85 

85,  186 


-Domestic,  the  number  of  churches  which  contribute  to, 

-Foreign  and  Domestic,  state  of    . 

■Boards  of,  commended  for  their  faithfulness, 

-authorized  to  appoint  a  Financial  Secretary, 


Missionarv  Sermon  preached  by  Rev.  J.  Van  Vechten,  D.  D. 

. «     M.  W.  Dwight,     . 

"     Thomas  E.  Vermilye.  D.  D., 

"     Thomas  DeWitt,  D.  D.,    . 

John  M.  M'Cauley, 


■appointments  to  preach  it,     .  .      83,  189,  294 


Missionaries,  Foreign,  expenses  of,  for  a  certain  period, 

departure  of,  noticed, 

location  of,  at  Batavia,  and  accommodations, 

instructions  to,  and  farewell  meeting  with, 

difficulties  of,  in  regard  to  a  permanent  settlement,  186 

Island  of  Borneo,  indicated  as  their  field  of  labor,  186 

from  the  Seminary  at  New-Brunswick,     .  .  415 

number  and  location  of     .  •  •  •  526 

-to  be  requested  to  keep  regular  journals,  and  write  often,  526 


to  the  Western  States,  .  .  .  .  ^  .  413,  528 

— care  to  be  observed  in  the  selection  of  them,  413 
entitled  to  have  the  expenses  of  their  remo- 


val paid,  .....  .  .  413 

Mississippi,  Valley  of,  recommendation  of  the  missionary  enterprise  in,  to  the 

Synod,    .  379 

■ action  of  Synod  upon,  .  380,  412 

Montgomery,  Classis  of,  fully  supplied  with  ministers,      .  .  •  134 

state  of  the  churches  in,  .  •  230 

Murphey,  Rev.  James,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  .  .  .  .  •  •  29 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,  .  130 

preaches  a  sermon  before  the  General  Synod,        .  441 

Music,  sacred,  the  appointment   of  a  committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  selection 
of,  noticed,  ........  54 

report  of  committee,  .  89 

importance  of       ......  90 

best  mode  of  conducting  it,  ....  90 

Classes  recommended  to  take  order  relative  to  .  421 

the  introduction  of,  into  district  schools,  recommended,    .  421 

N. 
Name  and  style  of  the  church,  reference  relative  to  striking  out  .the  word 
Dutch,  from,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .379 

referred  to  committee,        .  380 

report  of,  420 

direction  to  the  Stated  Clerk  relative  to,        421 


Natural  History,  professorship  of  in  Rutgers  College — see  Professorship. 

Neal,  Rev.  Ava,  his  death  noticed,  .....  359 

Netherlands  Missionary  Society,  letter  from,  received,     .  .  80,  86,  287 

correspondence  with,  state  of      .  .  187 

views  relative  to  a  suggestion  of  theirs,  .  292 

certain  propositions  of  theirs,  relative  to  our 

missionaries,        .  .  .  .  .  .  .415 

— memorial  of,  to  the   Colonial  Department,       524 

views  relative  to,  527 
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Nevius,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  their  missionary  station,        .  .  414 

Newburgh,  Consistory  of  Reformed  Dutch  "Church  of,  communication  from 
relative  to  the  state  of  their  church,       .....  105 

— ; action  of  Synod  upon,      .  .  185 

New- York  State  Temperance  Society,  communication  from  the  Executive 
Committee  of,     .  .  .  .  ,  .  t  _  194  421 

~~  " action  of  Synod  upon,  357 

New- Brunswick,  Classis  of,  communication  from,  relative  to  their  arrears  for 
Minutes,  ••■.....  207 

action  of  Synod  upon,  298,  317 

their  act  in  receiving  the  Rev.  George  S.  Sill,  ap- 
proved,               ........  534 

remarks  upon  the  price  of  board  in      .  .  .  280 


Nominations,  Committee  on,  appointed,  ...  89,  191,  204,  330 

reports  of,  27,  63,  83,  121,  172,  188,  221,' 261,' 266/294, 

[305,  348,  395,  409,  416,  509,  517,  525 
of  members  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  by  Classes,     284,  409 

Ogilby,  Rev.  John,  his  resignation  of  the  professorship  of  languages  in  Rut- 
gers College,       ........  516 

Olyphant,  Talbot  &  Co.,  their  kindness  to  the  foreign  missionaries  noticed,  186 
Orders  and  Rules  of  General  Synod  read,  .  .         7,  101,  203,  329,  445 

amended,     ....  329 

Orange,  Classis  of,  proposition  to  transfer  them  to  the  Southern   Synod,  no- 

54 

referred  to  committee,        .  55 

report  of     55 

appeal  of,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  noticed,        379 

report  of  committee  upon,        .  380 

tried  and  decision  upon,    383-384 
direction  to,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,        .  385 


ticed 


complaint  of  a  minority  of,        .  .  .  .  43] 

' requested  to  be  withdrawn,  435 

appeal  of  a  minority  of,  from  the  decision  of  the  Particular 

Synod  of  Albany,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  S  Van  Vechten,  .  .  430 

report  of  committee  upon,  431 
— tried,  and  sustained,    .  432 

-ayes  and  nays  upon,  432 


requested  to  refrain  from  prosecuting  their  appealjn  the 

case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  .....  435 

Stated  Clerk  to  furnish  them  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Van 

Vechten's  memorial,     .......  435 

appeal  of,  relative  to  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  no- 


ticed,    .  .491 
report  of  Committee  of  Overtures  &c,  upon,  496 

tried,  .....  497 

decision  upon,      .  .  .  498 

~    ~.        "  ayes  and  nays  on   the 

decision  of,  _  499-502 

complaint  of  the  minority  of,  noticed,    .  .  .  491 

report  of  the  committee  upon,  495 

tricd'     •  •  •  •  496 

■ decision  upon,  .  .  498 


ayes  and  nays  upon,  499-402 

Uroer  ot  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  all  judicial  business  established,         .  253 

Organizing  churches,  instructions  to  the  Board   of  Missions  relative  to,  294 

Ostrander,  Rev.  S.,  his  complaint  against  the  Classis  of  Rensselaer,        .  155 

action  of  Synod  upon,  156 
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Overtures,  reports  of  committees  on          .  •  55,  252,  380,  431,  156,  494 

name  of  the  committee  on,  changed,      ....  253 

P. 
Particular  Synods,  certain  resolutions  concerning  the  organization  of,  present- 
ed and  indefinitely  postponed,    ......  255 

Paramus,  Consistory  of  the  Church  of,  their  appeal  noticed,  .  54 

. tried,  and  not  sustained,  56 

, , . certain  request  from,  presented,       .  56 

. memorial  from,  relative  to  the  decision 


of  Synod,  in  the  case  of  their  appeal,     .  .  .  .  .  J56 

-action  upon,  .  .  .  156,  157 


Peace  and  harmony  in  the  church  noticed,  •  .  .  31, 232,  251 
Philadelphia,  thanks  of  Synod  returned  to  the  citizens  of,  .  299 
. to  the  consistories  of  the  First  and 

Third  Churches  of,  .  .  •  •  ;  •  299 

Pittsburgh,  convention  at,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  closer  union  of  certain 

churches — see  Convention. 
Plan  of  Widows' Fund,  proposed  provisions  of     .  .  .  108,111 

— - — published,  ....  319 

the  Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union,         .  .  .  260 

proposed  by  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  for  its  benefit,  .  277 

adopted  by  the  Synod  for  reorganizing  the  faculty  of  Rutgers  College,  278 

comparison  of,  with  that  proposed  by  the  Trustees,  278 


-report  of  the  committee   of,  conferred  with  the 


Trustees,  relative  to,      ■  ......  307 

-how  far  adopted  by  the  Trustees,  .  .  311 


for  the  revival  of  Rutgers  College  in  1625,  features  of,  .  400 

of  instruction  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  a  committee  authorized  to 


alter  it,    .  .... 

-when  so  altered  and  adopt - 


522 


ed,  to  be  the  law  regulating  instruction,  ....  523 

Pohlman,  Rev.  Wm.  I.,  his  departure  on  a  foreign  mission,  .  .  186 

his  missionary  station,      ....  414 

Poughkeepsie,  church  of,  benevolent  spirit  of,  noticed,      .  •  .  469 

Classis  of,  reference  from,  relative  to  the  persecution  in  Holland,  154 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  127 


to  a  uniform  system  of  Sabbath 

School  instruction,  .......  251 

referred,  .  252 

-report  upon,       .  258 


Prayer  meetings  during  the  sessions  of  Synod,     .  .31,  131,  227,  353,  467 

Prayer,  spirit  of,  and  meetings  for,  in  the  churches,  .  .  232,  132 

Preaching  in  chapel  of  Rutgers  College,  provision  relative  to,      .       308,  312,  315 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada — see  Scotland,  Church,  of,  in  Canada. 

■ see  General  Assembly- 

-Reformed — see  Reformed  Presbyterian. 


Presidents  of  General  Synod — see  General  Synod. 

Presley,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  T.,  letter  from,  relative  to  the  convention  at  Pittsburgh,     350 

1 action  of  Synod  upon,  350 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada,  in  connexion  with  the  church  of  Scotland, 

see  Scotland. 
President  of  General  Synod,  his  duty  in  the  trial  of  judicial  business,      .  253 
added  to  the  committee  to  confer  with  the  Trus- 
tees  of  Rutgers  College,             .             .             .                          .             •  282 
■rule  relative  to  the  election  of,           .             •  329 


)f  Rutgers  College,  his  resignation  alluded  to,    .  .  •  277 
. remarks  relative  to  his  salary,             •            .  280 
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President  of  Rutgers  College,  action  relative  to  a  modification  of  the  covenant 
between  General  Synod  and  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  in  relation  to,  281, 

[306,  311,  313 

means  to  secure  the  voice  of  Synod  in  the  choice  of,  306, 

[307,  314 

no  theological  professor  to  be  chosen  such,     .  313 

Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  nominated  by  the  Trustees,         313 

-approved  by  the  Synod,  314 


■measures 


adopted  for  a  permanent  fund,  to  pay  the 


of  .....  314 

•report  of  the  committee  for  this  object,  395 


election  of,  to  be  submitted  to  Synod  for  their  ap- 
proval,    .-......,  314 

Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow  elected,  and  committee  to  notify 

him, 316-317 

— ; remarks  upon  the  resolution  requiring  the  nomina- 
tion of,  to  be  submitted  to  Synod  for  approval,  .  .  .  404 

Trustees  recommended  to  appoint  one,  .  405 

; aPply  for  a  lot  of  ground  on  which  to 

erect  him  a  house,  .......  435 

-Board  of  Direction  authorized  to  lease  lots  on  which 


to  build  him  a  house,       .......  436 

Primer,  the  Board  of  Sabbath  School  Union,  authorized  to  publish  one,  394 
Printing  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  report  of  committee  upon,             .  192 
Board  of  Corporation  empowered  to  at- 
tend to  it,            .            .            .             .             .            .            .            .193 

their  contract  with 
Messrs.  G.  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  relative  to,  .  .  .  -211 

Professorate,  reports  of  committees  on,-       .  .  .      74,  178,  284,  407,  517 

Professorship  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History  in  Rutgers  College,  mea- 
sures for  the  endowment  of,  re-commenced,        .  .  .  75 

of  Rhetoric  and  Belles-Lettres  in  Rutgers  College,  state  of  173 

third  in  the  Seminary,  measures  recommended  for  the  collection 

of  the  subscriptions  to  .....  407  517 

Professors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  resolution  relative  to  their  attendance 
at  the  session  of  Synod,  ......  78 

their  presence  in   Synod  noticed,  304 

' to  preach  in  the  college  chapel,  308,  312, 

[315 

requested  to  continue  their  services  in 

Rutgers  College,  ••.....  405 

-committee  to  confer  with  them  relative 


to  any  alterations  in  the  course  of  study,  in  their  respective  departments,  523 

in  Rutgers  College,  remarks  upon  their  salaries,         .  .  279,  404 

action  relative  to  the  salaries  of     .  .   309,  316 

— plan  of  duties  of,  as  adopted  by  Synod,     .  278,  315 
-by   the  Trustees,    311 


expedient  to  reduce  their  salaries,  .  405 
~~t                                   Board  of  Corporation  authorized  to  lease  lots 
on  which  to  build  houses  for  them,          ....                       436 
Professor  of  Didactic  Theology  excused  from  instructing  in  moral  philoso- 
phy,  ■ 308,  315 

I  measures  relative  to  certain  difficulties  in  his 

department,         .  .  .  .  .  522 

\     ,  •!  .    r '■. a  certain  PIan  °f  instruction,  when  adopted 

to  be  laid  before  him,      .  .  .  ,  t  #  /        523 

Professor  of  French,  and  one  of  German,  appointed  in  Rutgers  College,  515 

of  languages  adjunct— appointed  in  Rutgers  College,    .  515 
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Proudflt,  Rev.  John,  elected  professor  of  languages  in  Rutgers  College,  516 

Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  committee  upon,               ....  92 

report  of,  .             .             .             .  192 

report  of  a  committee  thereon,  193 

contract  with  Messrs.  G.  W.  Mentz  &  Son,  relative 

to  printing  it,      ...             .....  211 

arrangements  to  have  the  Constitution   bound  up 

with  a  certain  edition  of,             .....  343 

a. 

Questions,  Bible — see  Bible  Questions. 

R. 
Records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  received  lrom  the  General  Assembly,         -165 

■ thanks  returned  for,  and  ordered  to  be  deposited 

in  the  Archives  of  Synod,  .  .  .  .  .  .466 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  committee  to  open  correspondence  with,  29 

report  of.       .  .  123 

■ delegates  from,     .  .  .  .  124,  464 

delegates  to,         .  .  .  .  130,  467 

-report  of,       .  .  .349 


propositions  from  the  delegate  of,  .  465 

— ^action  of  Synod  on,  466 

Reformed  Dutch  Church — see  Church. 

Re-conveyance  of  Rutgers  College  edifice  and  grounds — see  College  edifice  or 

Rutgers  College. 
Rewards,  the  system  of,  the  abolishing  of  by  the   Synod's  Board  of  Sabbath 

School  Union,  approved,  .  .  .  .  .  294 

Religious  exercises  during  sessions  of  Synod.        .  30,  130,  "207.  353,  430,  467 

Religion,  reports  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  .      31,  131.  227.  354,  467 

-revivals  of,  noticed,  ....      34,133,229,355,469 

in  Rutgers  College  noticed,  .  .  34,  64.  72,  75,  134 

state  of,  in  the  several  classes,      ....       22S,  133,  468 

Rensselaer.  Chassis  of,  complaint  against — see  Complaint. 

Report  of  committee  on  the  legacy  of  Air.  Gerard  Beekman,  .  .  9 
to  confer  with  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  relieving  the  Theological  professors  from  certain  duties,             .  9 

— — on  nominations.  27.  63.  S3.  121,  172,  188,  224,  261,  266.  294. 

[305,  348,  395.  409,  416,  517.  525 

on  correspondence.  .  28,  123,  126,  225.  350,  465 

on  the  state  of  religion,         .  .      31,  131,  227,  354,  467 

on  synodical  minutes,  .  .      54,  154,  251,  379,  491 

en  the  proposed  transfer  of  the  Classis  of  Orange,   .  55 

on  overtures,  .  .  55,  252,  380,  431,  156,  494 

on  the  complaint  of  Rev.  C.  Bogardus,         .  .  57 

on  education,  .  .  .  63,  167, 266,  391 

on  a  communication  from  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  Col- 


lege, in  regard  to  the  connexion  existing  between  them  and  Synod,       .  67 

on  the  proil-  .  .      74.  17^,  2S4,  407,  517 

to  solicit  contributions  to  the  library,  78,  105,  204,  334 

on  missions,    .  .  .  .      b3, 183,  287,  411,  525 

on  Widows'  Fund,  .    87,  117,  530 

to  prepare  a  suitable  selection  of  sacred  music,  .  89 

on  accounts,  .  .  .      92,  194,  29S,  422,  536 

to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .122 

on  foreign  correspondence.  .  .        124,  226.  352 

"trial'  er  of  proceeding  in  trial  of  appeals,  &c.       252 

on  a  the  number  of  the  members  composing 

the  Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Seminary,  .  .  '181 
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Report  of  committtee  to  solicit  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  Widows'  Fund,       189 

on  printing  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  .  .  192,  193 

on  a  communication  from  the  Sabbath-school  Union  of 

Reformed  Dutch  Church,  ......  258 

-on  the  report  of  the  Superintendents  of  Rutgers  Col- 


lege,       .  .  .  .  ...  .  275, 398 

-on  the  proposition  to  reconvey  the  college  edifice  and 


grounds,  ........  282 

to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,    .  305 

on  certain  reports  and  communications  relative  to  Rut- 
gers College,        ........  313 

-on   the  mode  of  admitting  ministers  and  licentiates 


from  other  denominations,  ......  387 

on  the  use  of  the  forms  of  the  church,       .  .  389 

-to  attend  the  dedication  of  the   Central   Church  of 


Brooklyn,  ........  420 

on  altering  the  name  and  style  of  the  church,        .  420 

on  the  memorial  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,  .  433 

on  the  application  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 

to  lease  lots,         .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  435 

relative  to  preparing  a  history  of  the  church,  and  cer- 
tain religious  books,        ••.....  492 

on  the  manner  of  dealing  with  baptized  members,  re- 
ceived,    .........  505 

on  certain  difficulties  in  the  Theological  Seminary,        502 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  death  of  Mr .  Isaac  L.  Kip,      ...  27 

to  the  proposed  transfer  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  to  the 

Particular  Synod  of  New- York,  .....  55 

to  persons  to  receive  aid  from  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,        55 

-to  the  introduction  of  ministers  and  licentiates  from  other 


denominations,  ......         58, 255, 387 

to  deputati,        ......  59 

to  catechetical  instruction  of  the  young,  .  .  59 

to  endowing  scholarships,  .  .  .  .64,  168 

■to  the  duty  of  ministers  to  the  young  in  reference  to  the  gos- 


pel ministry,        ........  65 

to  increase  of  appropriations  to  beneficiaries,    .  •  66 

to  the    existing  arrangements    between    Synod   and   the 


Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,     .  .  .  .  .         70, 313,  405 

to  the  literary  and  theological  institutions  of  the  church,  70 

to  the  attendance  of  the  theological  professors  at  the  sessions 

of  Synod,  ........  78 

to  Widows'  Fund,        .  .      87,  19.0,  191, 296,  418 

to  a  selection  of  church  music,  ...  91 

to  the  committee  on  the  Psalm  and  Hymn  book,  .  92 

' to  American  Colonization  Society,         .  .  .     92,  297 

to  correspondence  with  the  General  Assemblv  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  124,  351 

to  Dr.  Snyder's  copy  of  the  Heidlebergh  Catechism,   .  155 

to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Hoppers,  .  .  .  156,  157 

to  the  powers  of  commissioners  from  lower  judicatories, 

proposed,  .......  .  161 

— to  incumbents  on  the  Van  Benschoten  Fund,  .         178,  78,  283 

to  efforts  in  behalf  of  Rutgers  College,  .        179,  281,  283 

to  a  new  organization  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  182, 283, 

[518 
to  Sabbath-schools  and  a  Sabbath-school  board,  .  259,  260 
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Resolutions  relative  to  a  committee  of  conference  with  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers 
College,  in  regard  to  the  existing  covenant  between  them  and  .Synod,    .  282 

to  the  reconveyance  of  the  college  edifice  and  grounds,  282,  316 

— to  incumbents  on  the  Education  Funds,  282,  283,  393,  520 

to  letters  to  Holland,      .....  287, 293 

to  the  appointing  of  agents,      ....  289 

to  the  Church  of  Buffalo,  .  .  .  .289,293 

to  missions  in  the  western  states,  .  .  .  289,413 

to  the  Beekman  bequest,  .  .  .  -9,  290 

to  the  churches  receiving  aid  from  the  Missionary  Board,       290 

to  raising  funds  for  foreign  missions,     .  .  .  291 

to  certain  disbursements  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions,      .........  292 

to  organizing  churches,  ....  294 

to  Rutgers  College,  proposed  by  a  committee  of  conference,  310 

-adopted  bySynod,  .       313,  315,  405 


to  the  convention  at  Pittsburgh,  .  .  .  351 

to  foreign  correspondence,  .  .  .       126,  227,  353 

to  the  name  and  style  of  the  church,     .  .  .  421 

to  sacred  music,  .....  421 

to  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  Van  Vechten,    .    384,  385,  434,  435,  498 

to  inferior  judicatories  observing  the  existing  laws  of  the 

church,    .........  505 

to  certain  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  marriage  of  a  de- 
ceased wife's  sister,  .......  506 

to  preparing  a  history  of  the  church,    .  .  .  493 

an  analytical  illustration  of  the  Catechism,         493 

> a  system  of  Bible  questions  .  .  494 

to  a  new  organization  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,         518 

to  the  payment  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Board  of 


Superintendents,  .......  317,  519 

to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,         519 

to  dispensations  to  theological  students,  .  .  519 

to  existing  difficulties  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the 

making  of  alterations  in  the  plan  of  instruction  in,  •  .  522,  523 

to  the  reception  of  memorials  from  students,    .  .  522 

to  the  appointment  of  a  financial  secretary  of  missions,         529 

to  the  reception  of  Rev.  George  S.  Sill  by  the  Classis  of 


New-Brunswick,  .  .  .....  534 

-to  certain  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North-Holland,    .  534 

-to  procuring  a  case  for  the  archives  of  Synod,  .  535 

-to  the  preparing  a  digest,  ....  535 

-to  the  American  Bible  Society,  .  .  .  535 


■ of  thanks,         .  .  .  "  .  60,  195,  299,  460,  534,  537 

Rhetoric  and  Belles-Lettres,  professorship  of,  in  Rutgers  College — see  Profes- 
sorship. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Simeon  D.,  complaint  against  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany, 
in  his  case,  ........  494 

declared  to  be  out  of  order,   .  496 

Roll  of  Svnod  called  at  the  close,  and  names  of  absentees  entered,  93,  195,  299, 

[423,  536 

to  be  called  when  an  appeal  is  to  be  decided,  .  .  254 

Romanism,  address  before  Synod  upon,    .....  60 

Romeyn,  Rev.  J.  V.  C,  his  death  noticed,  ....  470 

James,  requested  to  prepare  an   Analytical  Illustration  of  the 

Catechism,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .493 

Roosevelt,  Isaac,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,     ........  467 


(     xxix     ) 

Roxborough,  church  of,  notice  of,  .....  181 

Rutgers   College,  Board  of  Trustees  of— see  Trustees. 

— revival  of  religion  in,   noticed,  .    34,64,7-2,75,173,402 

remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  and  students  of,  .    68,  397 

enlargement  of,  68 

reports  of  the  Treasurer  of,      .  .      70,  177,  273,  405,  513 


-of  the  Board 


of  Superintendents  of  71,  17-2,271,  396,  514 
— number  of  students  in,  .  71,  172,  271,  396,  515 
— health  and  conduct  of  students  in,  .  72,  173,  271,  396,  5H5 
— benevolent  societies  in,  and  religious  exercises,  •  72,  173 
— Dr.  Gales  services  in,  .  •  •  •  72 
— reasons  stated  why  there  are  not  more  students  in,  .  73 
— certain  bilis  for  repairs  of,  presented  and  referred,  .  74 
allowed,  93 


endowment  of  a  professorship  of  Chemistry  in,  recommended,  75 

state  of  the  professorship  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles- Litres  in,  174 

importance  and  value  of,   to  the  church,         171,210,275,397 

number  of  graduates  from,  who  have  engaged  in  studies  for 

the  ministry,       .  .  .  .  •  *     H4, 210 

efforts  to  withdraw  our  youth  from  it,  noticed,  •  175 

recommended  to  the  churches,  .  .  .  179,437 

a  collection  in  behalf  of,  recommended,  .  .  179 

discipline  by  the  faculty  of,        .  •  .  .271 

importance  of  fully  endowing  it,  urged,  .  .  176,  272 

• causes  ot  the  embarrassment  of,  .  .  275 

-remarks  upon,  the  connexion  of,  with  the  Theological  Semi 


nary,       .  .  .  • 176, 402 

efforts  of  the  alumni  of,  276 

r plan  proposed  by  the  Trustees  for  the  revival  and  strengthen- 

ing  of,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  277 

the  resignation  of  the  President  of,  alluded  to,  .  277 

plan  ior°reorganizing  the  faculty  of,  adopted  by  the  Synod,  273 

-this  compared  with  that  proposed  by 


the  Trustees,      .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  278 

-report  of  the  committee  to  confer  with 


the  Trustees  of  the  College,  relative  to,  ....  307 

-how  far  adopted  by  the   Trustees  of 


the  College,         .  .  .  .  •"  •  •     _     311 

remarks  upon  the  salaries  of  the  professors  in,  •    279,404 

the  oppressive  influence  of  gratuitous  instruction  of  benefi- 
ciaries in,  ...  .....  279 

importance  of  a  commons  boarding-house  for  the  students,    280 

committee  to  raise  funds  for,  recommended.      ,  .    281-283 

■ re-conveyance  of  the  edifice  and  grounds  of,  resolution  con- 
cerning, proposed   and    referred,  .....  282 

report  of  committee  upon,  .  .  282 

resolution  relative  to,  282,  306,  316 


-communication  from  the  association  of  the  Alumni  of,  304 

-provision  relative  to  preaching  in,         .  .       308,  312,  315 

-view  of  the  Synod  relative  to  the  charter  of,    .  •  313,  399 

-no  theological  professor  to  be  chosen  president  of,      306,311,  313 
-committee  on  reports,  and  communications  relative  to,  313 

-report  of,        313 


-president  of— see  President. 

-collections  in  behalf  of,  suspended,        .  •  •  315 

-remarks  upon  the  trustees,  faculty  and  alumni  of,       .  397 
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penty, 


ces  in, 


(       XXX       ) 

Rutgers  College,  the  confidence  and  favor  of  Synod  necessary  to  its  pros- 
Trustees  of,  should  have  superintendence  of  it,  &c,  .  397 
necessity  of  harmony  between  the  Trustees  of,  and  Synod,  398 
history  of  the  origin,  object  and  progress  of,  .  .  399,  400 
charter  of,  how  and  when  obtained,  .  .  .  399 
features  of  the  plan  for  the  revival  of,  .  .  400 
view  of  the  Synod  relative  to  the  importance  of,  .  401 
the  whole  administration  of,  committed  to  the  Trustees,  405 
the  theological  professors  requested  to  continue  their  servi- 

.405 
number  of  graduates  from,  in  the  Theological  Seminary,       448 

■  services  of  Dr.  Beck  in,  ...  .  515 

adjunct  professor  of  languages  appointed  in     .  .  515 

i a  professor  of  French,  also  one  of  German,  appointed  in      515 

Grammar  school  of,  placed  under  the   care  of  the  Rev.  J. 

C.VanLiew,     ........  515 

A.  Bruyn  Hasbrook,  appointed  president  of,    .  .  516 

Rev.  John  Proudfit  elected  professor  of  languages  in,  516 

S. 
Sabbath-school  Union  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  proposition  to  take  it 
under  the  care  of  Synod,  ...  .     66,  154 

indefinitely  postponed,  155 

communication   from, 

on  the  subject  of  the  Synod's  establishing  a  Sabbath-school  Board,     .  257 

-report  of  committtee  upon,  258 


Board  established,     ......  260 

report  of  committee  to  draft  a  plan  of,  260 


-consistories  requested  to  place  their  schools  under  it,  260 

-declared  to  be  auxiliary  to  the  American  Sunday-school 


Union, 260 

number  of  members  of,  powers,  &c.  .  .       260,  261,  305 

members  of  chosen,  .  .  .  261,  305,  395,  509 

ordered  to  meet  for  organization,       .  .  .  262 

organization  of  reported,        ....  304,  303 

request  an  enlargement  of  their  numbers,    .  .  304 

enlargement  of,         .....  395 

empowered  to  fill  vacancies,  •  .  •  305 

firsl  report  of  received,  ....  389 

second .  .  •  •  506 

their  abolishing  of  the  system  of  rewards  approved,        394 

request  the    privilege  of  printing  certain  hooks,       .  394 

allowed  to  publish  Catechisms,  Bible  questions,  &c.  394 

allowed  to  appoint  a  special  agent,     .  .  .  394 

invite  Synod  to  attend  their  anniversary,      .  .  420 

number  of  schools  under  the  care  of,  .  .  512 

-make  application  for  the  privilege  of  conferring  honorary 


membership,        ........  512 

granted,  and  the  privilege  of  honorary  members,      .  513 

stUe  of  the  funds  of,                ....  512 

-Synod's  Board   of,  directed  to  obtain  payment  for  the 


books  they  furnish  to  consistories  who   are  able  to  support  their  Sabbath- 
schools,  .........  513 

Sabbath  Schools,  state  of  in  the  church,  noticed,  .  .  33,  132,  228,  355 
instruction,  reference  from  the  Classis  of  Poughkeepsie  rela- 
tive to,    .........  251 

referred,  252 

—— — — «_, — ,. — - — report  upon,  258 


(     xxxi     ) 

Sabbath-Schools,  supervision  of  by  Synod  resolved  upon,  .  .  259 
recommended  to  be  p'laced  under  the  Synod's  Board  of  Sab- 
bath-schools,       .......                       260 

conferences,  relative  to  holding      .  394 

Salaries  of  the  Professors  in  Rutgers  College,  remarks  upon,       .  .  279,  404 

' action  relative  to,  .  .  309,  3 16 

""" ; expedient  that  they  be  reduced,  405 

Salary  ot  the  President  of  Rutgers  College,  remark  relative  to,     .  .  280 

amount  of,  and  measures  to  raise  it,  314 

~  measures  for  a  permanent  fund  for,     .  314 

Saunderson,  Mr.  J.,  a  communication  from,  on  the  subject  of  sacred  music,       204 

Sawtell,  Rev.  Mr.,  addresses  the   Synod   on  the  subject  of  a  chaplain  station 

at  Havre,  ......  .437 

Schenectady,  Ciassis  of,  complaint  of  Rev.  C.  Bogardus  against,  noticed,  54 

proceedings  of  Synod  upon,  56-59 

appeals  of  Mr.  Best,  relative  to  their  decisions,     .  379 

; tried,  and  decisions  upon,  382 

complaint  against — see  Complaint. 

' appeal  of— see  Appeal. 

recommendation  of  in  behalf  of,  Mr.  Steele,        :  334 

Scholarships,  number  and  state  of  .  .     60,  63,  163,  262,  263,  300,  507 

resolutions  urging  the  endowment  of  .  .         64,  168,  268 

total  amount  of  the  endowments  of  .  .  '  5U 

the  "Isaac  L.  Kip,"  endowed,  .  .  ...  106,  l(i3 

"  Richard  Cadmus,"  founded,    .  .  .       205,  206,'  268 

state  of,      .  .  .  .        '510 

'  means  to  increase  the  principal  of,  512 

"  Tannake  Turk,"  endowed,     .  .  .  .211,268 

"  Cornell,"  plan  to  increase  the  principal  of,       .  .  264 

!~T~;      "  "  Van  Rensselaer,"  plan  to  increase  the  principal  of,     .  264 

Scholarship,  '-'Margaret  Burgess,"  founded,  ■  ...  16 

"  Wyekoff,"  extra  allowance  to  the  beneficiaries  on,  .  16 

''Stryker"  state  of,    ....      60,107,163,263,264 

"  Clark,  John."  endowed,        .  10,i  163 

— — "  Bogart,"  established,  ....        106,  163',  336 

— — — — — ; — -—condition  of, 107,336 

fcchohane.  CJassis  of,  request  from,  relative  to  the  Widows'  Fund,  .  251 

^____  ' referred,  252 

q  u       ~~Z         n        7~,      ^T- ! report  upon,  295 

fcchermerhorn,  Rev.  John  F.,  letter  from,  on  the  subject  of  western  missions,     287 

^T     ',     Z     T      ~.        "      : action  upon,  289 

fccnools,  district,  the  introduction  of  sacred  music  in  recommended.  .  4-21 

Scotland,  Church  of,  in  Tjpper  Canada,  communication  from,       .'  .  27 

_  copy  of  xYlinutes  directed  to  be  sent  to 

them>      •    ■  ; 28,466 

.     ".  letter  from,  and  copy  of  their  Minutes 

received,  .  .  .  #  _  0.->r 

Stated  Clerk  directed  to  reply  to  it,  226 

copy  of  Minutes  of,  received,     .  465 

—of  Synod  to  be  sent  to  466 


Seeber,  Mr.  Severenus,  recommended  to  Synod, 

Sears,  Rev.  Jacob  C,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Svnod^  226 

Securities  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  list  of  presented  to  Synod,  15,  105,  210, 

[335,  451 

c       \        r         7"; — ~ amount  of  principal  and  interest  of.  536 

Secretary,  Unancial,  the  Boards  of  Missions  authorized  to  appoint  one,  .  529 


(     xxxii    ) 

Sermon  before  General  Svnod  by  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Strong,       .  .  3 

. »     Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,         .  .  97 

"     Benjamin  C.  Taylor,     .  .  199 

«     George  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,      .  3-25 

"     James  Murphey,  .  .  441 

Shawangunk,   Consistory  of  the  Church  of,  letter  from  relative  to  the  Wid- 
ows' Fund,  ........  417 

Sheffield,  Kev.  Mr.,  his  engagement  as  a  foreign  missionary,         .  .  526 

Sill,  Rev.  George  S.,  his  reception  by  the  Classis  of  New-Brunswick,  approved,  534 
Sluyter,  Rev.  Kichard.  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  467 
Snyder,  Dr.   his  copy  of  the  Heidlebergh  Catechism  brought  to  the  notice  of 

Svnod, 154 

, resolution  relative  to,  155 

South-Africa,  missionary  fields  among  the  boers  of,  presented  to  the  notice  of 

Synod,    •        .    .. •  '      '    £5 

. missionary  in,  .  •  •  •  *>*« 

Spelling-book,  the  Board  of  Sabbath-school  Union  authorized  to  publish  one,  394 
Stated  Clerk,  report  of,  relative  to  correspondence  with  certain  churches,  27 

. directed  to  transmit  to  the  several  Classes  their  accounts  for 

Minutes  of  Synod,         .......  76 

to  publish  the  Minutes,  and  how  many,  93,  195,  299,  317,  423,  437, 

[536 

■ report  from,  relative  to  arrears  of  Classes  for  Minutes,      .  172 

-present  a  communication  from  the  Cuestor  of  the  Classis  of 


New-Brunswick,  relative  to  arreais  for  Minutes,  .  •  .  207 

-directed   to  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 


Canada,  .  .  •  .  •  •  ■  .226 

authorized  to  have  certain  blank  notices  printed,      .  .  420 

direction  to,  relative  to  the  name  anil  style  of  the  church.   . 

-to  furnish  the  Classis  of  Orange  with  a  copy  of  Rev. 


S.  Van  Vechten's  memorial,      .  .  .  .  •  •  435 

-directed   to  send  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  to  the  Presbyterian 


Church  of  Canada,         .  .  .  .  ...  466 

directed  to  procure  a  suitable  case  for  the  Sy nodical  Archives,       535 

-to  prepare  a  digest  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  535 


1 — of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  to  be  a  permanent  officer,  518 

■ — to   give  public  notice  of  their 

meetings,  .,..••  •  519 

Statistical  tables,      .  .  .  .  ^  37,136,234,360,471 

Steele,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  engagement  as  a  foreign  missionary,  .  .  526 

Steele,  Mr.  Richard  H.,  recommendation  in  behalf  of,       .  .  .  334 

, action  of  Synod  relative  to,  409 

Stryker  Scholarship,  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  con- 
cern intj  it,  .......  •  262 

state  of,  ....       60,107,163,263,264 

Strong,  Rev.Thomas  M.,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  130 

to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

Presbyterian  Church,    .....••  3j3 

-preaches  a  sermon  before  the  General  Synod,    .  3 


Stryker,   Kev.  Mr.,  his  arrival  on  the  field  of  his  foreign  missionary  labor 
noticed,  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  '  526 

Students  of  theology,  reference  of  the  Classis  of  Long-Island  relative  to  251 

— referred,  252 

Study,  plan  of  theological,  in  the  Theological  Seminary — see  Instruction. 
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Subscription  to  the  funds  of  Synod  for  the  third  professorship,  contains  a  con- 
dition binding  Synod  to  the  continuance  of  the  covenant  with  the  Trustees 
of  Rutgers  College,         .  .  •  .  .  .281 

, Board  of  Corporation  to  obtain  the  relinquishment  of,  316 

report  relative  to,  335 

— thirty  thousand  dollar,  state  of  the      ....  335,  452 
■Board  of  Corporation  instructed  to  collect  it,  407,  517 


Subscribers,  original,  to  the  Widows'  Fund  ;  the  number  who  have  paid,         530 
Summary  view  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  for  184],  .  .  490 

Superintendents  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  their  reports  received  and  re- 
ferred,    .  .  .  .  .  .  11,102,207,331,447,450 

vacancies  in,  noticed,  ...  54 

filled,  .  .  .     77,  182 

-request  a  change  in  the  time  of  their  meeting,  1 05,  450 

-time  of  their  meeting  changed,         .  .    178,519 

committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  a  change 

in  the  number  of  members  of,     .  .  .  .  .  .  181 

-report  of,  .  .  .  .  181 


-number  of  reduced  to  one  member  from    each 


Classis,    .........  182 

one  third  of  the  members  to  be  elected  annually,   182 

amended,     283 

number  to  constimte  a  quorum  of,     .  .  182 

'claim  the  power  of  fully  dismissing  students,  209 

suggest  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  the 

services  of  Dr.  Janeway  in  the  Seminary,  ....  210 

members  to  be  chosen  annually,        .  .  283 

nominations  of  Classes  for  the  members  of,  284,  409, 

[517 
-members  of  chosen,  .  .  .       284,  409,  517 


the  incidental  expenses  of  the   Board  of  to   be 

paid,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  317,  518 

members  of,  present  and  absent,  .  .  447 

officers  of  chosen,       ....  447 

request  an  alteration  in  the  organization  of,  450 

acceded  to,      .  .  .  .  .518 

that  their  stated  clerk  be  a  permanent  officer,  450 

■ acceeded  to,    .  .  .  .  .  518 

bill  from  presented  to  treasurer,  and  not  paid,  452 

direction  relative  to,    .  .  .  .518 

members  of  to   be  chosen   for  three  years,  518 

to  be  divided  into  three  classes,         .  .  518 

a   certain  plan  of  instruction  in   theology  to   be 

laid  before  them  for  their  concurrence,   .....  523 

-jf  Rutgers  College — see  Rutgers  College. 

Synodical  Minutes,  reports  of  committees  on  .  .     54,  154,  251,  379,  491 

consistories  recommended  to  appoint  committees  on  162 

T. 

Tables,  Statistical, 37,  136,  234,  360,  471 

Taylor,  Rev.  B.  C„  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reform- 
ed Church,         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    29, 130 

■ reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,      .  .  225 

(Teaches  a  sermon  before  the  General  Synod,  .  .  199 

Temperance  Almanac,  a  number  of  copies  of,  received,    .  .  .  194 
Recorder,  a  number  of  copies  of,  received,     .            .            .  194 
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Temperance,  N.  Y.  State  Society,  letter  from  received,     .  .  .   194,  421 

action  upon,  .  357 

Text  Book  in  the  instruction  of  theological  students,  importance  and  proper 

use  of,     .  .  •  .  .  •  .  .  .  521 

Thanks  of  General  Synod  returned  to  certain  gentlemen  for  affording  accom- 
modations to  the  members,  at  their  session  in  Albany,  .  .  .  537 

to   the   Consistories   of   the    North  and   Middle 

churches  of  Albany,  for  the  use  of  their  buildings,         .  .  .  537 
■ returned  to  Rev.  Dr.  Brownlee.  for  his  address  on 


Romanism,         ........  60 

to  the  citizens  of  Albany,  for  their  kindness  and 

hospitality,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  195, 537 

-to  the  Consistory  of  the  North  Church  in  Albany 


for  the  accommodation  afforded  by  them  to  Synod,         .  .  .  195 

-Middle  Church  of  Albany 


for  the  use  of  their  house  of  worship,      .....  195 

to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  hospitality,  299 

-to  the   Consistories  of  the  First  and  Third  Re- 


formed Dutch  Churches  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  accommodation  afforded  to 
Synod,     .........  299 

-to  the  General  Assembly,  for  a  volume  containing 


the  records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  ....  466 
to   Gen.    Westerlo,   for  certain   Minutes  of  the 


Synod  of  North-Holland,  ......  534 

Rev.  Peter  Labagh,  .  .  .  534 

Drs.  Beck,  ....  534 


Theological  Seminary,  names  and  number  of  students  in,  12,  103,  208,  331,  407, 

[448 

diligence  and  deportment  of  students  in,  12, 103,  208,  333, 

[449 

health  of  students  in,         .  .  .  .332,449 

examination  of  before  Superintendents,  12, 102,  209, 333,449 

librarv  of,  committee  to  solicit  contributions  in  aid  of,       77 

-reports  of,      .  .  78,  105, 204,  334 


-professors  of,  resolution  relative  to  their  attendance  at 


the  sessions  of  Synod,     .......  78 

-the  importance  of  Rutgers  College  in  the  supply  of  stu- 


dents in,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174, 448 

-dismissions  of  students  from,  to  be  by  the  Board  of  Su- 


perintendents,     ........  209 

prosperous  condition  of,      .  .  .       284,  333,  407 

intermission  in  the  studies  of  one  department  of,  333 

-members  of  the  Senior  Class  of,  recommended  for  pro- 


fessoral  certificates,         ......       103,  333,  449 

attempt  to  remove  it  in  1817,  alluded  to,    .  .  400 

the  whole  number  of  graduates  from,        .  .  402 

-professors  of,  requested  to  continue  their  services  in 


Rutgers  College,  .......  405 

missionary  spirit  in,  407,  415,  449 

report  of  the  Theological  Faculty,  concerning,      .  447 

-Scholarships  in — see  Scholarships. 


Theological  Seminary,  memorial  of  certain  students  of,  referred  to  Synod,         450 

action  of  Synod  upon,  522 

committee  to  inquire  into  certain  difficulties  in,  522 

-authorized  to  alter  the  plan   and  mode  ofx>„ 


instruction  in,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  522 


(       XXXV       ) 

Theological  Seminary,  committee  to  confer  with  the  professors  in,  relative  to 
any  alterations  in  the  course  of  studies  in  their  respective  departments,  523 

Superintendents  in — see  Superintendents. 

Theology,  plan  of  instruction  in  the   Theological  Seminary — see  Instruction 

and  Plan. 
Thompson,    Rev.  B.  F.,  engaged  as  a  foreign  missionary.  .  .  85 

appointed  agent  to  visit  the  churches,     .  .  86 

his  departure  on  a  foreign  mission,         .  .  186 

his  missionary  station,    ....  414 

death  of  his  wife  noticed,  •  .  .  414 

Tract  Society,  request  from  the  Classis  of  Ulster  that  the  Synod  form  one,        251 

action  of  Synod  upon,  252 

Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  his  report  received,      63,  167,  '266,  391,  509 
relative  to  the  Stryker  Scho- 
larship, .......  .  262 

of  Rutgers  College,  reports  of,  .  .      70,  177,  273,  405,  513 

-instruction  to,  relative  to  bonds  forfeited  by  bene- 


ficiaries, .........  283 

of  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  reports  of,  .      80, 183,  287,  410,  524 

certain  statement  from,  .  80 


-an  explanation  of  his  report  for  183 


asked,     .......  .  188 

-given  and  declared  satisfactory,  291 


-of  the  Bo  -d  of  Missions,  reports  of,     .  .       83,  183,  386,  410,  524 

-of  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  letter  from  received,  .  .  .  525 

-abstract  from,         .  .  527 


Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  report  of,       .  .  .      18,113.211,338,454, 

■Mr.  Isaac  Young  chosen,       27,  121,  224,  348,  4.63 


-authorized  to  pay  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 


Board  of  Superintendents  of  the  Seminary,       ....  317,519 
-difficulty  of,  relative  to  a  certain  bill  from  the 


Board  of  Superintendents,  ......  453 

direction,  relative  to,  518 

-direction  to   relative  to  the   Richard   Cadmus 


Scholarship,        .......  .512 

-authorized  to  pay  for  a  case  for  the  Synodical 


Archives,  ........  535 

-the  expenses  of  certain  com- 


mittees,   .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  .317, 535 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  report  of  committee  to  confer  with  them  on  the 

subject  of  relieving  the  theological  professors  from  certain  duties,  .  9 
committee  from,  in  relation  to  a  modification  of  the 

union  between  them  and  Synod,  .  .  .  .  .66,  275 

accredited,  .  .  .  .67,  275 

present  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  a 

modification,        ........  67 

referred  to  a  committee,  and  their  report  thereon,     .  .  67 

-authorized  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  incumbents  on  the 


Van  Benschoten  fund,    .......  78 

-recommended  to  receive  to  any  vacancies  on  the  Van 


Benschoten  fund,  any  beneficiaries  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion,        .........  178,  520 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  certain  extract  from  their  Minutes  received,  274 

commissioners  from  accredited,  .  •  275,  312 

plan  proposed  by  them  for  the  revival  and  strength- 

ing  of  the  College,  .......  277 

-compared  with  one  adopted 


by  Synod,  ........  278 


(     xxxvi     ) 

Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  committee  to  confer  with  them  relative  to  the  ex- 
isting covenant  between  them  and  the  Synod,     ....  282 
_ report  of,        .             .             .  305 


-proposition  to  re-convey   the   College    edifice    and 


grounds  to,  .  ......  282 

■report  of  committee  upon,   .  .  .  282 


-resolutions  relative  to  the  re-conveyance   of  the  Col- 


lege edifice  and  grounds  to  them,  ....        282,  30(1,  316 

-committee  of,  to  raise  funds  for  the  College,   recom- 


mended, .  .  • 281,283 

communication  from,  relative  to  a  modification  of  the 


existing  covenant  between  them  and  Synod,  and  a  plan  for  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  the  faculty,  .  .  .  .  .  .311 

-their  action  relative  to  the  reconveyance  of  the  Col- 


lege edifice,  &c,  .  .  .  .  .  .  311 

invite  the  co-operation  of  Synod  to  aid  in  raising  funds,  312 

' — committee  of  conference  from,  appointed,  .  312 

-accredited  and  heard,  312 


-communication  from,  announcing  their   nomination 


of  Rev.  Dr.  Ludlow,  as  President  of  the  College,  .  .  .  313 

committee  from,  to  inform  Synod  of  their  nomination,  313 

-ask.  the  Synod  to  pledge  themselves  for  the  support  of 


the  President  of  College,  ......  313 

-the  use  of  certain  parts  of  the  College  building,  &c, 


secured  to  them  by  a  legal  instrument,  ....   31(3,  336 

the  necessity  of  harmony  between  them  and  Synod,  398 

power  of,  as  set  forth  in  their  Charter,   .  .  399 

recommended  to  appoint  a  President,    .  .  405 

the  management  of  the  College   committed  to  them,  405 

recommended  to  make  efforts  to  increase  the  endow- 


ments of,             .  .  .  •  •  •  •  405 
—committee  to  confer  with  them  relative  to  certain  al- 
terations.            ........  405 


-authorized  to  pay  the  tuition  fees  of  beneficiaries  on 


the  funds, 406 

ask  a  lease  of  certain  lots  of  ground,      .  .  435 

-report  of  committee  upon,  435 


■Board  of  Corporation  authorized  to  execute  a  lease 


to  them  for  two  lots,        .  .  436 

-execute  this  lease  to  them,      452 


Turk,  Miss  Anna,  endows  the  "  Tannake  Turk"  Scholarship,  .  211,  268 

Tuition  fees  of  beneficiaries,  resolutions  relative  to,       282,  308,  312,  315,  405,  406 
Tyashoke,  church  of,  independent  of  aid  from  the  Board  of  Missions,      .  185 

United  Associate  Synod  of  Scotland,  Minutes  of  the  session  of,  received,  28,  352 

. committee  to  correspond  with,         .     28,  126 

-report  of,  124,226,352 


-committee  to  correspond  with,  authorized 


to  publish,           .            .             .             .            •            .             ...  353 
Union  of  Churches,  convention  relative  to — see  Co-.vention. 

Ulster,  Classis  of,  requests  Synod  to  form  a  Tract  Society,            .            .  251 

action  upon,          .  252 

Utica,  Church  of,  proposition  relative  to^the  claim  of  Synod  against,         .  16 

-action  of  Synod  upon,  76 

V. 
Vacant  churches,  state  of  noticed,              .            .                        .            .  35 
—enjoined  to  comply  with  the  article  of  the  constitution  in  re- 
lation to  them,    •                                    .....  58 


(     xxxvii     ) 

Vacant  churches,  objection  to  a  minister  from  another  denomination  preach- 
ing in  under  certain  circumstances,  ....  59 

direction  to  Board  of  Missions  relative  to  appropriations  to,      59 

reference  relative  to  their  supplying  themselves  with  minis- 
ters,        .....••••  3~9 

! referred,  380 

report  upon,  386 

duty  of  Classes,  reference  to,    .  .  .  .  387,  388 

-and  feeble,  the  Board  of  Missions  recommended  to  employ 


licentiates  to  labor  in,     .  .  .  .  •  ■  • 

-requested  to  pay  a  certain  compensation  for  ser- 


vices rendered  ^o  them,  ....••  414 

Van  Doren,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  their  arrival  on  their  foreign  missionary  field, 
noticed,  ......•••  526 

Van  Benschoten  Fund,  suitable  incumbents  on  recommended  to  Synod,  8,  55,  334, 

[509 

incumbents  upon  recommended  by  Synod,  76, 77,  409 

vacancies  on  may  be  filled  by  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers 

College,  . 78 

-beneficiaries  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Education 


to  be  placed  on  any  vacancies  in,  .  .  .  .  .  1J8 

names  of  incumbents  upon,  and  allowance  to,  70,  177,  273, 

[406,  513 

state  of — see  Annual  Digest. 

-the  income  of  may  be  appropriated  to  pay  tuition  of 


incumbents  upon  it,         ....••  279 

-Treasurer  of  Rutgers  College  requested  to  collect  the 


bonds  forfeited  by  incumbents  on,  •  •  283 

-Trustees  of  Rutgers  College  authorized  to  pay  the 


tuition  fees  of  beneficiaries  on,    . 

■Board   of  Education  authorized  to   name  incumbents 


upon,  to  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,         ....  520 

-Rev.  Elias,  his  communication  read,  89,  193,  297,  420,  533 


Van  Nest,  Abraham,  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Direction,  27,  121,  224 

[348,  463 
Van  Wyck,  Mr.  Charles,  his  statement  relative  to  the  profits  of  the  Christian 
Intelligencer,      ........  191 

Van  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Stephen,  his  death  noticed,  .  .  •  265, 293 

Vanderveer,  Rev.  F.  H.,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  352 
Van  Liew,  Rev.  J.  C,  appointed  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Rutgers 
College,  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  .515 

Van  Horn,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  death  noticed,    .....  359 

Van  Vranken,  Rev.  Samuel  A.,  D.  D.,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  .....  467 

Van  Olinda,  Rev.  Douw,  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  German  Reformed  Synod,  467 
Van  Veehten,  Rev.  Jacob,  D.  D..  preaches  the  annual  missionary  sermon,  £3 
Rev.  Samuel,  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  in  his  case  no- 
ticed.      .........          379 

report  of  committee  upon,  380 


tried,  and  decision  upon,  383,  384 

direction  to  the  Classis  of  Orange  in  his  case,        385 
memorial  from,  relative  to  his  case,      .  .  431 

referred  and  report  of  committee  upon,  433 

ayes  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the 


report,    .......  434 

Vol.V.  73 


(     xxxviii     ) 

VanVechten,  Rev.  Samuel,  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  relative  to  his  case,  491 

report  of  committee  upon,  496 

appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Orange  in  his  case,  tried,  497 

decision  upon,  .  .  498 

-ayes  and  nays  upon,  499-502 


-complaint  of  the  minority  of  the  Classis  of  Orange 


in  his  case,         ........  491 

report  of  committee  upon,     .  495 

tried,      .  .  .496 

decision  upon,    .  .  498 

ayes  and  nays  upon,     .   499-502 

Varick,  Mr.  Abraham,  his  proposition  relative  to    the  claims  of  the  Synod 
against  the  Church  of  Utica,     ......  16 

action  of  Synod  upon,     76 

arrangement  with  made,        .  •  .  107 

Vermilye,  Rev.  Thomas,  D.  D.,  preaches  the  annual  missionary  sermon,  294 

View,  Summary  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  for  1841,      .  490 

W. 
Waring,  Rev.  Hart  E.,  engages  as  a  foreign  missionary,  ...  85 

circumstances  require  him  to  remain  at  home,       .  186 

Wells,  Rev.  Ransford,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  .......  130 

reports  his  fulfilment  of  the  appointment,  349 

Mr.  Elisha,  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  General   Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,     ........  353 

Western  States,  missions  in,  recommended,  .  .       185, 289, 470 

letter  from  Rev.  J.  F.  Schermerhorn,  relative  to,  287 

recommended  to  the  care  of  Synod,  .  379 

action  upon,  380,  412 

; plan  of  the  Board  relative  to,  .  .  412 

-approved,         .  413 


missionaries  to  the,  .  .  .  .  413,528 

the  efforts  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in  organizing  churches 

in,  approved,        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  413 

■ missionaries  to  should  have  the  expenses  of  their  removal  paid,  413 

prosperous  state  of  missions  in,  ...  528 

number  of  churches  organized  in,  and  members  in  communion,  528 

arrangements  for  organizing  Classes  in,  .  .  528 

Westerlo,  General,  presents  certain  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  North-Holland, 
to  the  Synod,      ........  533 

thanks  of  Synod  voted  to  him,  .  .  .  534 

Wilson,  Rev.  W.,  letter  from  relative  to  the  Convention  at  Pittsburgh,      125,  350 

— action  of  Synod  upon,  350-351 

present  in  Synod  as  a  delegate  and  presents  certain  propo- 
sitions,   .........  464,465 

action  upon,  .  .  466 

Widows'  Fund,  Board  of  Direction  consent  to  act  as  Trustees  of,  .         17,  87 

; Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  certain  Classes  concerning, 

noticed,  .........  55 

committees  on,  appointed,  .  .  .87,  295,  331 

-reports  of,   .  .      87,  189,  295, 417,  530 

-added  to  the  standing  committees,  .  295 


-ministers  invited  to  unite  and  establish  it,  .         87,  180,  418 

-collection  in  aid  of,  recommended,  .  .  .87,  180 

-committees  to  solicit  subscriptions,  &c,  for,  .         87,  180,  190 

to  be  appointed  by  Classis,  88,  190 

instructions  to,        .  .  190 


(     xxxix      ) 

Widows'  Fund,  plan  of,  published,  .....  319 

certain  provisions  of,  .  .  .  88 

subject  of  referred  to  the  Board  of  Direction,  to  digest  apian  of,  88 

Board  of  Direction,  report  upon,  .  .  .   108,  111 

-action  of  Synod  thereon,  ISO 


Beard  of  Corporation  to  issue  circulars  concerning.         .    88,  190 

copy  of  circular  issued,  .  108 

state  of,     .  .  .  .  .  107,418,452,530 

plan  of,  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Direction,  sanctioned,         180 

report  of  a  committee  to  solicit  donations  in  aid  of,  in  New-York,  189 

Classes  to  appoint  committees  or  agents  in  aid  of,  .  190,  296 

Board  of  Direction  authorized  to  issue  publications  concern- 
ing it,      -  .  190,297 

Consistories  recommended  to  subscribe  to  it  in  behalf  of  their 

ministers,  ...  ....  191, 297 

amendment  to  the  plan  of,  proposed,         .  .  .  212 

-adopted,  ,  .  .  296 


•Board  of  Corporation  express  their  regret  at  the  little  interest 


taken  in  it,  by  the  ministers  and  churches.  .  .  •  .212,330 

reference  from  the  Classis  of  Schoharie,  relative  to,         .  251 

. -referred,     .  252 

the  few  clerical  subscribers  to,  adverted  to,  .  .  212,295 

Board  of  Direction  to  publish  the  rules  and  plan  as  an  Appen- 
dix to  Minutes  of  Synod,  .  .  .  .  295, 297 

importance  of  urged,         .....  295,  452 

what  necessary  for  its  success,      ....  296 

invitation  to  ministers  relative  to,  .  87,  180,  296,  418 

Consistories  recommended  to  aid  efforts  in  behalf  of  it,    .  296 

-Board  of  Direction  directed   to  embody  the   proceedings   of 


Synod  thereon,  in  a  pamphlet,    ......  297 

— the  Board  of  Direction  express  their  confidence  in  the  plan  of,  336, 

[452 
letter  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  Shawangunk,  re- 
lative to,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  416 

history  of,  .  .  .  .  .  .417 

agents  to  solicit  contributions  &c,  in  behalf  of,    .  .   418-419 

plan  of  recommended  to  the  Consistories  and  Churches,  418 

the  number  of  original  subscribers  to  who  have  paid,        .  530 

importance  of  to  ministers,  ....  530 

-to  the  churches,   •  .  .  .  531 


difficulty  with  the  ministers  in  subscribing  to,      .  .  531 

Consistories  allowed  to  apply  their  collection  in  aid  of,  to  the 

credit  of  ministers,  .  .  .  .  531 

'reason  why  it  has  not  fully  succeeded,       .  .  .  531 

Board  of  Corporation   recommended  to  appoint  'an  agent  in 

behalf  of,  and  the  probable  effect  of  this.  ....  531 

certain  misapprehensions  relative  to,  adverted  to,  .  532 

certain  calculations  relative  to  the  ability  of  the  fund,       .  532,  533 


— —a  certain  report  to  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Corporation  as 

the  basis  of  their  action  concerning,       .....  533 

Williamsburgh,  Church  of,  independent  of  aid   from  the  Board   of  Missions,  1S5 
Worship,  public,  reference  relative  to  the  use  of  the  Forms  of  the  Church,  for,  379 

report  of  committee  upon,  389 

Wyckoff.  Rev.  Dr.,  thanks  of  Synod  voted  to,  .  .  .  537 

preaches  a  sermon  before  the  General  Synod.  .  97 

WyckofT  Scholarship,  extra  allowance  to  the  beneficiaries  on.  .  16 


(       «■       ) 

Y. 

Yates,  Dr.  Andrew,  thanks  of  Synod  voted  to,                                         :  537 

Youth,  the  importance  of  training  them  up  in  the  institutions  of  the  church,  175 

attention  to  their  religious  instruction  among  the  churches,            .  231 

Youngblood,  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  their  missionary  station,             .            .  414 
Young,  Mr.  Isaac,  chosen  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of  the  Corpo- 
ration,   .            . 27,121,224,343,463 


■I 


